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Jewish Tax: What I Found in My Pantry

What we have stumbled upon here is a Jewish tax on food which
appears to have spread throughout the kitchen to non-food items so
as to become a Jewish tax on food plus kitchen products, and from
there made its way to the laundry room so as to become a Jewish tax
on food plus kitchen products plus laundry products, and from there
metastacized to the medicine cabinet so as to become a Jewish tax on
food plus kitchen products plus laundry products plus over-the-
counter medications.

What I Found in My Pantry

One hundred fifty six discoveries
I made by reading product labels

Had someone asked me a few days before 14-Dec-1999 how many products I had in my house that bore a kosher
label, I would have said none. At around that time, however, I learned something about kosher labelling, and
actually made a count, and was astounded to discover that my count reached 90. Yes, to my amazement, my initial
screening revealed that I had in my possession 90 different products that bore a kosher label.

In the days following, I located more kosher-labelled products lying hidden throughout my house, or sometimes just
the container that had been conscripted for other use. Wittingly or unwittingly, I purchased many more as well.
Two were purchased by family members in Ontario. In three cases, the item was not purchased: (1) a free sample
of Tide laundry detergent was left on my doorstep, (2) a package of almonds was handed to a family member on an
airplane, and (3) a potato chip bag was thrown, or blew, onto my lawn. Well, OK, it had blown across my lawn and
was actually just over the line on my neighbor's property stuck in his hedge when I found it but it had a label that
I had never seen before (turned out to be Winnipeg Kosher) and I had to have it for my collection. Anyway, with
such additions, all but three being purchases for family use, the total was brought up to 156 on 21-Apr-2000:

Date Count
12-Apr-2000 152
20-Apr-2000 155
21-Apr-2000 156

That is 156 different products, mostly purchased, and as any product could have been purchased many times, with
some being purchased a great many times, then the total number of purchases of kosher-labelled products was
much higher than 156, conceivably in excess of one thousand, but I cannot say with any accuracy as I did not keep
track. And although the discovery of previously-undocumented kosher-certified products clearly levels off over time,
purchase of kosher-certified products both previously documented and previously undocumented continues high.

In retrospect, I can see that a more thorough study of the nature of my kosher purchasing would have recorded the
date of purchase of every kosher product, whether the brand was one that had been purchased previously or not,
and would have recorded the price of each purchase as well. Some interesting graphs could have been drawn.
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And it is possible also that a more dedicated monitoring on my part would have yielded a higher total of different
products purchased the dedication manifesting itself in more dependably checking packaging for a kosher label
before throwing it out, and in more tenaciously hunting down the meaning of presently-unrecognized symbols, as for
example the "10" enclosed inside a circle which appears on a can of Campbell's tomato soup I emailed Campbell
Soups six times, and sent a hard-copy letter once, enquiring whether this signified kosher certification, but have not
yet had my question answered, and so for the time being I do not count Campbell's tomato soup as being kosher-
certified:

Campbili

TOMATES

As the smallest change in ingredients or in the manner of processing requires an independent rabbinical review and
an independent certification of kosher, any variation by a producer is considered to constitute a different product
to consider just three examples, Astro Strawberry Yogurt is considered to be a different product from Astro
Raspberry Yogurt, and different even from Astro Strawberries and Cream Yogurt; or Bertolli Extra Light Olive Oil is
considered to be a different product from Bertolli Extra Virgin Olive Oil; or Kraft Unsweetened and Unsalted Peanut
Butter is different from Kraft Light and Smooth Peanut Butter, which is different from Kraft Smooth Peanut Butter,
which is different from Kraft Crunchy Peanut Butter.

The case of H agen-Dazs Vanilla Ice Cream proved unique in that it appeared to receive certification from two
different kosher-accreditation agencies, the Council of Orthodox Rabbis (COR, Toronto) and the Union of Orthodox
Jewish Congregations (OU, New York). Although the label for this product is shown under both categories below, it
is counted only once, in the COR category.

Thus, with my participating in the purchase and consumption of the 156 kosher-certified products (in let us say
approximately one thousand purchases) documented below in about four months, there can be little doubt that I am
a solid member of the club of 8.5 million kosher consumers alluded to below but if most of these kosher consumers
are, like me, either unwitting or unwilling, what does this tell us about the legitimacy of the kosher-certification
business, and what does it forebode for its longevity?

For 1998 the Kosher market was estimated to be 8.5 million Kosher consumers who spent
$3.5 billion annually on Kosher food. In general, $45 billion was spent on kosher products in
the year of 1998. Sales of Kosher food have been increasing at a yearly rate of 13-15 percent
since 1992.

From the Orthodox Union (OU) webs site at: http://www.ou.org/kosher/kosherga/food.htm

But why such modesty from the kosher business? In view of the pervasiveness of kosher-certified products, almost
every Canadian and American must consume them, such that the number of "kosher consumers" in Canada and the
United States in reality cannot be a mere 8.5 million, but could readily exceed 200 million. Another way of viewing
the phenomenon, of course, is that the number of consumers paying the Jewish kosher tax in Canada and the United
States, almost all of them unwittingly, exceeds 200 million.

In any case, the main kosher symbols that I found in my possession and whose origins I was able to ascertain, rank
ordered from most to least frequent, were the following:

SYMBOL KOSHER-CERTIFICATION
AGENCY
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Council of Orthodox Rabbis

Kashruth Council of Toronto

4600 Bathurst Street, Suite 240

North York, Ontario

Canada M2R 3V2

Rabbi Mordechai Levin, Executive Director

Phone: (416) 635-9550

Fax: (416) 635-8760

Website: http://www.feduja.org/rellife/kashintr.stm

Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations
333 Seventh Avenue

New York, New York

USA 10001

Phone: (212) 563-4000

Fax: (212) 564-9058

Rabbi Menachem Genack, Rabbinic Administrator
Website: http://www.ou.org

5 ©

Montreal Kosher

Montreal Vaad Hair

6333 Decarie Boulevard, Suite 100
Montreal, Quebec

Canada H3W 3E1

Phone: (514) 270-2659

Fax: (514) 739-7024

Rabbi Peretz Jaffe, Rabbinic Administrator
Rabbi Saul Emanuel, Executive Director
Website: http://www.mkmontreal.org

-0

New Jersey Kosher

Kof-K Kosher Supervision

1444 Queen Anne Road

Teaneck, NJ

USA 07666

Phone: (201) 837-0500

Fax: (201) 837-0126

Rabbi Aharon Felder, Director of Kosher Standards

Rabbi Ari Moshe Senter, Halachic Research

Rabbi Dovid Senter, Rabbi Yehuda Rosenbaum,
Rabbi Daniel Senter, Administration

Rabbi Dr. H. Zecharia Senter, Executive Administrator

Publication: Kosher Outlook Supplement

Website: http://www.kof-k.com/

=z
le}

British Columbia K osher

Orthodox Rabbinical Council of British Columbia
8080 Fancis Road

Richmond, British Columbia

Canada V6Y 1A4

Rabbi Levy Teitlebaum

Phone: (604) 275-0042

Fax: (604) 277-2225
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Star-K Kosher

Star-K Kosher Certification

11 Warren Road Baltimore, MD

USA 21208-5234

Phone: (410) 484-4110

Fax: (410) 653-9294

Rabbi Moshe Heinemann, Rabbinic Administrator
Website: http://www.star-k.org

Committee For The Furtherance of Torah

Observance

The Organized Kashrus Laboratories

391 Troy Avenue

Brooklyn, NY

USA 11213

Phone: (718) 756-7500

Fax: (718) 756-7503

Rabbi Don Yoel Levy, Kashrus Administrator
Website: http://www.ok.org

Beverly Hills Kosher

Kosher Overseers Associates of America

A Division of the Orthodox Rabbinical Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 1321

Beverly Hills, CA

USA 90213

Phone: (213) 870-0011

Fax: (213) 567-4371

Rabbi Dr. I. Harlod Sharfman, Rabbinic Administrator
Rabbi Chaim Hisiger, Kashrus Coordinator

Rabbi Shalom Meir Ohana, Supervisions Administrator
Publication: Global Guide to Kosher Foods & Restaurants
Website: http://kosher.org

Michigan K osher

Metropolitan Kashrut Council of Michigan

KSR
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L os Angeles K osher

Kosher Supervision of America

P.O. Box 35721

Los Angeles, CA

USA 90035

Phone: (310) 282-0444

Fax: (310) 282-0505

Rabbi Binyomin Lisbon, Kashrus Administrator
Publication: KSA Supervised Establishments

M assachusetts K osher

Vaad Hakashrus of Massachusetts

177 Tremont Street

Boston, MA

USA 02111

Rabbi Abraham Halfinger, Rabbinic Administrator
Phone: (617) 426-2139

Fax: (617) 426-6268
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Rabbi Ralbag K osher

Rabbi Joseph H. Ralbag
225 West 86th Street
New York, NY

USA 10024

Phone: (212) 877-1823
Fax: (212) 595-7966

Winnipeg K osher

Rabbi Peretz Weizman

VAAD HA'IR of Winnipeg, Inc.
#C306-123 Doncaster Street
Winnipeg, MB Canada R3N 2B2
Phone: (204) 487-9571

Fax: (204) 477-7405

Details concerning kosher labelling

PAREVE or PARVE (from the Yiddish, parev) accompanying a kosher symbol

signifies that the product is made without milk, meat, or derivatives of milk or meat, and therefore safe to eat under
all circumstances for the kosher-keeping Jew.

P stands for Passover, and indicates that the product is considered kosher throughout the
year, particularly during Passover at which time more restrictive standards must be met.

DAIRY or D or the French LAIT accompanying a kosher symbol indicates that

the product contains a milk derivative, so that although it may safely be eaten alone, it may not be eaten together
with meat, which combination happens to be prohibited by Jewish law.

OV 3,

DAIRY NOT CHOLOQOV YISROEL or NON CHOLEV YISROEL or the French PAS

CHOLOV YISROEL accompanying a kosher symbol signifies that although the milk product in question is
considered to be kosher, in fact there was no Jewish supervision of the milk-production process. Had the milk been
produced on the farm of an observant Jew, or had the milk been produced on a non-Jewish farm but under Jewish
supervision, then the milk would be considered to be Cholov Yisroel. Thus, for a milk product to be labelled kosher
and yet not cholov yisroel constitutes a partial or qualified certification of kosher, which the producer could turn into
a complete and unqualified certification upon the hiring of Jewish supervisors.




It follows that if a product is labelled Cholov Yisroel or Not Cholov Israel, it must contain milk, even if the words
Dairy or Lait or the letter D are missing. In the box below is reproduced an excerpt from a longer discussion of
Cholov Yisroel that can be found on the Star-K web site which can be accessed by clicking the Star-K logo below:

Cholov Yisroel: Does a Neshama Good
Rabbi Moshe Heinemann, Rabbinic Administrator

[...]

It was common practice among farmers to mix milk of various species together, unbeknownst
to their customers. Since it was conceivable to have a farm mixture of Kosher and non-
Kosher milk, our Rabbis issued an injunction several thousand years ago, against the use of
Cholov Akum, milk from a non-Jewish farmer. This restriction did not apply if there was
supervision of the farmer by a Yehudi during the milking. The Rabbis ruled that unsupervised
milk may not be used, even though most of the milk available in the area came from Kosher
species and the likelihood of tampering was slim.

Our Rabbis stipulated that in order to ensure that the milk of an Akum is Kosher, a Yehudi
must be present from the milking until the bottling. The Yehudi must be able to identify that
the milk production has not been compromised, or that the milk has not been adulterated.
The supervisor must be a G-d fearing Jew in his personal activities so that his credibility
regarding Kashrus issues is beyond reproach. Milk produced under the auspices of this
Mashgiach is called Cholov Yisroel.

[...]

However, other writers leave the impression that government supervision alone is sufficient to qualify milk as Cholov
Yisroel. The more complete discussion from which the excerpt below is taken can be accessed by clicking on the
logo. "OU," by the way, stands for "Union of Organized Jewish Congregations."

How do I know | osher’

An OU Kosher Prim
&

[...]

DAIRY PRODUCTS
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A. Cholov Yisroel:

A Rabbinic law requires that there be supervision during the milking process to ensure that
the source of the milk is from a kosher animal. Following the opinion of many rabbinic
authorities, OU policy considers that in the United States, the Department of Agriculture's
regulations and controls are sufficiently stringent to ensure that only cow's milk is sold
commercially. These Government requirements fulfill the Rabbinical requirement for
supervision.

[...]

BC |||
K

BESHIL L % ISHOEL NON BISHUL YISROEL | B SHUL YISROEL accompanying a kosher label signifies

that Jews participated in the production of a food item, and so of course NON BISHUL YISROEL signifies
that there is no guarantee that Jews so participated. Non Bishul Yisroel, therefore, is the second instance that we
have seen of a partial or qualified certification of kosher, with the hiring of Jewish employees being required to make
the kosher certification complete and unqualified.

It is a curiousity (which happens not be be manifested in the collection of kosher labels below) that a food product
can be Bishul Yisroel (produced with the participation of Jews) and yet not be kosher.

We can imagine that the analogous certification in the hands of other groups might lead to supermarket attestations
such as "Genuine Italians participated in the making of this pizza" or "Pure Germans were employed in the
production of this strudel" or "Certified Chinese contributed toward the creation of this chop suey" or "Some real
Ukrainians helped make these perogies." Reading the excerpt below, furthermore, calls to mind that if other groups
followed the Jewish lead, then we might see Germans prohibited from eating any food produced by non-Germans,
and the same for Italians, Chinese, and Ukrainians:

The DUNCSY
Israel Center
;;.
[.-.]

No Jew S'faradi or Ashkenazi is allowed to eat a food product that is produced by BISHUL
ACU"M (food cooked exclusively by a non-Jew). The OU does not certify any product that has
a BISHUL ACU"M problem. Exactly what foods fall under the ban of BISHUL ACU"M and what
constitutes BISHUL YISRAEL when required are complex issues. Food that can be eaten raw,
may be cooked by a non-Jew and is not subject to the ban on BISHUL ACU"M. Nor is a
product that requires further cooking. Nor is a food that does not "go onto the table of
kings." These exemptions from the ban on BISHUL ACU"M are the same for S'faradim and
Ashkenazim. (There is somethings a dispute among poskim as to what does and does not go
onto the table of kings, but that's another story.)

v‘\ i
tidbits

-

Where Ashkenazim and S'faradim differ in this issue is concerning what a Jew has to do in

order for the food to be BISHUL YISRAEL. Ashkenazim follow the RAMA who says that if a

Jew does ANYTHING in the processing lights the fire or turns on the machinery, for example
then the product is considered BISHUL YISRAEL and is permitted. S'faradim follow the
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M'CHABER (Rav Yosef Caro) who requires a Jew to actually put the food on the fire (or into
the machines) in order for there not to be a BISHUL ACU"M.

[...]

Longer lists of kosher-accreditation agency logos

The kosher-accreditation agency logos in the table higher above are not an attempt to be exhaustive; they are only
symbols on products consumed by my family. More extensive collections of kosher-accreditation agency logos can
be found at several web locations, among them:

Kosher Mall

World Wide Kashruth Authorities Listing
Kosherfest-On-Line

American-Asian Kashrus Services

How many such kosher-accreditation agencies might exist in the whole world? Obviously, hundreds. The National
Council of Young Israel web site estimates over 200 for the USA alone: "Furthermore, it has become very difficult for

both Rabbis and laymen to track and judge the reliability of the over 200 Kashruth symbols appearing on many
products distributed nationally."

Don't mistake the following for kosher symbols

It must be cautioned that common symbols on packaging that are unrelated to kosher labelling are © for

Copyright, and for Registered Trade Mark. TM is also sometimes used for Trade Mark. In French, Trade
Mark is most often expressed as MD, Marque D pos e, and occasionally as MC, Marque de Commerce. In one
case, in the midst of French text, I came across a D inside a circle so as to lead me to believe that this had been

introduced as a symbol for Marque D pos e corresponding to the English

Examples of other symbols that do not indicate kosher certification are shown below. On the left below is a symbol
which I found prominently displayed on a Lipton Chicken OXO box it turned out to be issued by the Government of
Canada and means that the product contains at least 3% meat or poultry, and that this meat or poultry comes from
government-inspected producers. The 52 is an identification number issued by the Government of Canada to the
Lipton Company. In the middle below is a 4015 enclosed in a rectangle with its corners cut off this was found on a
Dairyworld Foods, Fraser Valley, Unsalted Creamery Butter along with two other numbers similarly displayed, the
three together designating "manufacturing plant numbers." As a final example of the sort of symbols that are likely
to be encountered on home-product packaging, and that are not kosher symbols, is the P2919 on the right below,
found on a Dairyworld Foods, Dairyland 2% milk carton, and which is a "panel number that the carton manufacturer

places there for reference."

Although the trade mark symbols invariably appear in close proximity to the brand name of the product, or
sometimes tied to the brand name by means of an asterisk, other non-kosher symbols can appear anywhere on the
product packaging. Kosher symbols too are not closely tied to the brand name, sometimes appearing near the brand
name, but at other times being placed in less conspicuous spots, perhaps on the back of the package, or in the case
of Heinz ketchup and Heinz chili sauce, the "COR 10" kosher symbol appears not on the main label at all, but only on
the neck of the bottle. In the case of the Lactaid Lactase Enzyme, the COR 214 appeared on the box and on the
loose explanatory sheet inside the box, but not on the plastic bottle which actually contained the tablets, such that if
one threw away both box and explanatory sheet, as might be done with a familiar product, then a later examination
of the bottle alone would give no indication that it had been kosher-certified.

Surprising variety of kosher products

Of particular interest among the edible items below are those that one would not normally think of as being
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susceptible to kosher labelling, such as chocolate chips, tea, coffee, cacao, flour, oats, raisins, horse radish, frozen
orange juice, cinnamon sticks, corn starch, olive oil, molasses, mustard, caraway seeds, vinegar, sugar, salt, lactase
enzyme, and a calcium+vitamins supplement. And of still greater interest is kosher labels bestowed on products
that are not even edible, such as plastic baggies, food-wrap film, dishwasher detergent, scouring pads, and
aluminum foil. Of the very greatest interest is kosher labels appearing on products which are not applied to food
and not used in the kitchen or the dining room, such as laundry detergent and laundry bleach. The possibility that
manufacturers have been duped into purchasing kosher labelling for products that do not require it is broached in
my letter of 13Apr2000 to Moshe Ronen, National President of the Canadian Jewish Congress.

All this costs but how much?

In my education in kosher labelling, I next discovered that these many kosher labels do not come free. They do not
even come cheap. They come expensive. As one piece of evidence to this effect more evidence will be added as
resources permit please read about the Jewish steel tax as described in Newsweek magazine.

Jewish taxation without Gentile representation

A hypothesis that readily springs to mind from the above revelations is that what we have stumbled upon here is a
Jewish tax on food which appears to have spread throughout the kitchen to non-food items so as to become a Jewish
tax on food plus kitchen products, and from there made its way to the laundry room so as to become a Jewish tax on
food plus kitchen products plus laundry products, and from there metastacized to the medicine cabinet so as to
become a Jewish tax on food plus kitchen products plus laundry products plus over-the-counter medications. And
the question that the above revelations urgently presses upon consciousness is how much this Jewish tax if it may
be so described costs the average Canadian household each year. Ten dollars? A hundred dollars? A thousand
dollars? What? Why don't we know? Why is there no way to find out? Why isn't this a matter of public record?

Paying for the bullet with which you are executed

Why is this topic being broached on the Ukrainian Archive? Simply because it has been documented on the
Ukrainian Archive that inciting fear and hatred of Ukrainians is an integral part of Jewish culture. The question
becomes germane then of whether this incitement is financed, at least in part, by a hidden Jewish tax upon all
Canadians, and thus whether Ukrainian-Canadians are in effect subsidizing Jews to engineer such anti-Ukrainian
pageants as the misnamed Desch nes Commission of Inquiry on War Criminals, or such anti-Ukrainian spectacles as
the current spate of half-century-old immigration-infraction prosecutions being conducted by Canada's so-called war_
crimes unit.

A word on format

Below, the image containing the brand name has been scaled so as to be about 175 pixels high. To its right,
typically scaled to 75 pixels high, appears the kosher symbol usually found somewhere in the vicinity of the brand
name. In cases where the kosher symbol did not appear near the brand name, I show the kosher symbol along with
a chunk of the environment in which it was discovered. In cases where the kosher symbol within the 175-pixel-high
image is at least 75 pixels high, it is not reproduced separately in a 75-pixel-high image.

A viewer inspecting the images below using a screen resolution lower than 1034x768 will find that the row order of

images is not maintained, with images being moved to the next line which were intended to stay on the same line
which makes for slightly messier viewing, but is otherwise not critical.

Council of Orthodox Rabbis (70)
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Star-K Kosher (6)

Cd Celeg
. Cdg
Celestial | {Sed oo cetesial Seast
Seasonings ||Hef , Herb
Herb| | Seasonings
Herb Tea, ||Tes T Herb T Tea,
Celestial Seasonings Herb Tea, Peppermint, Star-K Kosher Mandarin Le Slea, Cranberera Red
Orange Mid [2 8 Y Zings
) Star-| |Cove, Star-K
Spice, Star- ||Stg Star-
K Kosher
K Kosher |K [f.0 o K
Ko Kosh
Celestial
Seasonings
Herb Tea, Star-
K Kosher

Committee For The Furtherance



of Torah Observance (35)

€&\ caspatl

001 CousC

. Nu
Hunt's Tomato Hunt's Cashah, CousCous, Wild Forest wit ;pemgg

Crushed
Paste, OK Tomatoes, OK Mushroom, OK Cui OK,
and
Hunt's Spi added
10Apr

Tomatoes, OK|
OK

Beverly Hills Kosher (4)

Yogi Tea, Cinnamon
Spice, Beverly Hills
Kosher

Yogi Tea, Lemon-Ginger,
Beverly Hills Kosher

Yogi Tea,
Lemon-
Ginger,
Beverly Hills
Kosher

Kikkoman Soy Sauce, Beverly Hills Kosher

Kikkoman Soy Sauce, Beverly Hills
Kosher




03Apr2000

Dole Crushed Pineapple, Beverly, Hills Kosher, added

Dole Crushed
Pineapple,

Beverly, Hills
Kosher, added

03Apr2000

Michigan Kosher (2)

Cortina Chick Peas, Michigan Kosher

Cortina Chick
Peas,
Michigan
Kosher

Planters
Peanut Qil,
Michigan
Kosher

Planters
Peanut Oil,
Michigan
Kosher

Los Angeles Kosher (1)

Organic Tazo Chai, Los Angeles
Kosher, added 19Mar2000

Chal, Los

added
19Mar2000

Organic Tazo

Angeles Kosher,

Massachusetts Kosher (1)




Crosby's Fancy

Mol asses,

M assachusetts K osher Crosby's
Fancy
Molasses,
Massachu
Kosher

Rabbi Ralbag Kosher (1)

Sun-Maid
Raisins,

Rabbi Ralbag
Kosher

Sun-Maid Raisins, Rabbi
Ralbag Kosher

Winnipeg Kosher (1)

Old Dutch Salt 'n Vinegar
Potato Chips, Winnipeg
Kosher, added 10Apr00

Old Dutch Salt 'n Vinegar
Potato Chips, Winnipeg
Kosher, added 10Apr00

Unattributed (10)




Tabasco

Kellog's Multi-Grain Bar, Mixed Berry

Tabasco

Kellog's
Multi-
Grain
Bar,
Cherry

Kellog's Multi
Grain Bar

Fleur de Dijon Prepared Dijon Mustard

Fleur de Dijon
Prepared Dijon
Mustard

Bob's Red Mill Corn Grits

Bob's Red
Mill Corn
Grits

Eden ||Eden Eden
Eden Organic Organif |Organic ||Organi
Pinto Beans Garbar] [Navy Aduki

Beans | |Beans Beans

Eden Organic Beans




Nancy's Organic Nonfat Y ogurt, K,
added 12Apr2000

Nancy's
Organic
Nonfat

Y ogurt, K,
added
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Moshe Ronen Letter 7 27/Mar00 Income from denial of kosher
certification?

Such machinationson the part of kosher -
certification agencies are not merely imaginary,
but rather can be found to have been put into
practice.

March 27, 2000
Moshe Ronen
Nat i onal Presi dent
Canadi an Jew sh Congress
100 Sparks Street, Suite 650
Otawa, Ontario

K1P 5B7

Tel ephone: (613) 233-8703
Fax: (613) 233-8748
Moshe Ronen

Doesthe Council of Orthodox Rabbis (COR) make
money from kosher-certification denial, and kosher
de-certification?

In ny letter to you of 25Mar2000, | posited that if kosher

certification attracted buyers to Al um num Foil A (an
attraction which is assunmed for the sake of argument, though
i mpl ausi bl e and unprovable), then this benefit would be | ost
upon Al um num Foil B's al so receiving kosher certification,
assum ng that the two manufacturers nonopolized the al um num
foil market in a given region. At the point that only

Manuf acturer A was kosher-certified, then, the Council of

Ot hodox Rabbi s coul d:

(1) ask Manufacturer A to pay to have kosher certification
deni ed to Manufacturer B —which woul d anmount to kosher-
certification denial generating i ncone for the COR, or

(2) offer Manufacturer B the package of kosher certification
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of Alum num Foil B together with de-certification of Al um num
Foil A for a fee higher than that currently being charged
Manuf acturer A —whi ch woul d anpbunt to kosher de-certification
generating inconme for the COR

Denial and de-certification are established
techniques of increasing income:

That such machi nations on the part of kosher-certification
agencies are not nerely imginary, but can be found to have
been put into practice, is testified to by such reports as the
fol | ow ng:

In order to | and the Kashruth contract for
Barton's Bonboni ere and Candy, the Union (of
Ot hodox Jew sh congregations) withdrew its

( @) hechsher from Barricini Candy, arguing

that Barricini kept its stores open on the
Sabbath while Barton's stores are closed. Yet

t he Union of Othodox Jew sh congregations
continue to give hechsherimto concerns

(i ncluding Jew sh-owned) that do not observe the
Sabbat h. Wy then was the hechsher taken from
Barricini? The answer is sinple: Barton's nade
this the condition for paying the Othodox Union

for affixing its (:) to the packages.

Dr. Trude-Wiss Rossmarin witing in the Jew sh
Spectator, in Seynmour E. Freedman, The Book of
Kashruth: A Treasury of Kosher Facts & Frauds,

Bl och Publishing Conpany, New York, 1970, p. 169.

An even better variation:

O course instead of denying or withdrawing certification, a
kosher-certification agency could achieve the sane effect by
raising fees for all conpeting nanufacturers until the desired
nunber proved unable to bear them which would bring the
certification agency the dual benefits of: (1) freedom from

t he accusation of an unwarranted restriction of certification,
along with (2) the highest fees that the market coul d bear.



How doesthe Council of Orthodox Rabbis escape
thisinescapable quandary?

The negative inpression that your answer mght attenpt to
correct here is that in order to give even the appearance of
being able to increase sales, kosher certifiers nust guarantee
alimt on the granting of kosher certification to
conpetitors. However, if kosher certification agencies were
to guarantee such a limt, then they would be running afoul of
religious principles which dictate that certification be
granted to all who conply with Jew sh dietary | aws.

Lubonyr Prytul ak

HOME DISINFORMATION PEOPLE RONEN JEWISH TAX RAMBAM KLAUSNER DUNN KUHL DUKES LA
JUSTICE
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Moshe Ronen Letter 8 28Mar00 Kosher status misrepresentation

" Those who wanted to rid themselves of Jewish
rituals generally pointed to the abuses going on in
Kashruth, the gangsterism that had become a part
of it, saying, 'Could thisbe what God wants... a
Jewish Mafia?" — Seymour E. Freedman

March 28, 2000
Moshe Ronen
Nat i onal Presi dent
Canadi an Jew sh Congress
100 Sparks Street, Suite 650
Otawa, Ontario
K1P 5B7

Tel ephone: (613) 233-8703
Fax: (613) 233-8748

Mbshe Ronen

M srepresentati on of kosher status can be of two types:

(1) Misrepresentation of kosher
as non-kosher

(a) Refusing to identify most Jewish-ritual-
slaughtered meat.

In nmy letter to you I's Jewi sh ritual slaughter inhumane?
of 22Mar 2000, | have already noted that the non-kosher

public consunmes the bul k of Jew sh-ritual -slaughtered
meat w thout being aware of it, as nobst such neat is not
i dentified.

(b) Removing kosher |abels.
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Sonetinmes a simlar betrayal of the non-kosher consuner
is achieved by a last-m nute renoval of kosher |abels
from products that had been intended for the kosher

mar ket :

Al t hough kosher neat usually demanded a

hi gher price than nonkosher neat of the sane
quality, there were occasi ons when the
opposite was true. At certain tinmes of the
year, especially during those festivals when
the Jews consumed nore poultry than beef,

t he kosher neat market was nmuch weaker than
t he nonkosher. Deal ers who had over-stocked
often woul d renove the kosher |abel fromthe
nmeat and sell it on the nonkosher market in
order to receive a better price.

Seynour E. Freednman, The Book of Kashruth: A
Treasury of Kosher Facts & Frauds, Bl och
Publ i shi ng Conpany, New York, 1970, p. 31.

(c) Keeping the public in the dark concerning
the meaning of existing kosher |abels.

To take ny own case as an exanple, had soneone asked ne
around 14Dec99 how many kosher-certified products | had
in ny house, | would have answered none. However, once |
learned a little about kosher certification and began to
read product |abels, ny count eventually reached 141 —
revealing that ny initial estimate of zero had been
somewhat | ow.

The reason for ny previous | ack of awareness, obviously,
is that the kosher-certification business keeps the
consuner in the dark. How? —By keepi ng kosher | abel s
esoteric, giving no indication of what they represent.
Thus, in my collection of 141 kosher |abels, only one
enpl oyed the word "kosher,"” and not a single one showed
t he Magen David. Also, | have never in ny life
encountered an advertisenent advocating the purchase of
kosher products, or revealing the neaning of kosher

| abel s, either on television, or over the radio, or in a
magazi ne or newspaper, or on a billboard, or on a public-
transportation placard. Newspaper or magazine articles
on kosher are extrenely rare, and i nadequate to overcone
t he general ignorance. O course the Jew sh press



comments on kosher certification nore frequently, but it
is little read by the general public, and thus does next
to nothing to overcone the prevailing ignorance.

For these reasons, | find it reasonable to hypothesize
that sonmething in the order of 9 out of 10 consuners, or
per haps even as many as 99 out of 100, are oblivious to
the fact that they are purchasing products that bear
esoteric kosher-certification |abels.

(2) Misrepresentation of non-kosher
as kosher

This type of m srepresentation consists in explicitly

| abel I'i ng products as kosher that are not kosher, and is
by far the nost frequently discussed and nost thoroughly
docunent ed and nost aggressively prosecuted category of
kosher m srepresentation. Selecting fromcountless
exanples, | offer one which is noteworthy for its
creativity:

Many butchers woul d di spl ay Hebrew signs
readi ng Basar Basar (nmeat neat) instead of
Basar Kasher (kosher neat). It was
difficult to distinguish between the two
signs because the Hebrew | etters were al nost
identical. When accused of selling terefah
neat, the butchers clainmed that they never
advertised their nmeat as kosher.

Harold P. Gastwirt, Fraud, Corruption, and
Hol i ness: The Controversy Over the

Supervi sion of Jewi sh Dietary Practice in
New York City 1881-1940, Kenni kat Press,
Port Washington N. Y. and London, 1974, pp.
134- 135.

Law enf orcenent appears to never involve protecting the
non- kosher consuner frominadvertently consum ng kosher;
it always involves protecting the kosher consumer from

i nadvertently consum ng non-kosher, as for exanpl e:



Kosher Law
Enforcement Unit

Thefollowing arelistings of all penalty demand
lettersissued in kosher cases by the Department
of Agricultureand Markets.

[ ]

Penalty Demand L etters Sent

— May 22, 1992
[ ]

Waldbaum's 134 Inc., 66-26 Metropolitan
Ave., Queens, NY. (LB Nunber 38, 384).

O fering for sale food products as kosher
for Passover which were opened fromtheir
original containers and repackaged on the
prem ses causing themto | ose their kosher
for Passover status. $19,500. Date of

al | eged vi ol ation 3/24/92.

Harry M. StevensInc., shea St adi um Bal | park,
126th St. & Roosevelt Ave., Flushing, NY.
(LB Nunber 38,386). Ofering for sale, as a
concessionaire in Shea Stadi um non-kosher
food as kosher style. $3,300. Date of

al l eged violation 4/14/92.

[, ]

The Jewi sh Press, 10Jul 92, p. 53.

For the seven violations listed in the above Jew sh Press
report, the "LB Nunmber" is consecutive, except that LB
Nunmber 38,385 is m ssing between the two violations shown
above. The LB Nunber then, m ght be taken to reflect the
total nunber of violations as of 22May1992, though we
have no idea over what interval of tine. In any case,
what ever the tinme interval involved, we see that the
nunber of violations has been large, giving us sone idea
of the vast anmpunt of m srepresentati on of non-kosher
products as kosher that is detected, and thus giving us
sone inkling of the even vaster anount of such



m srepresentation that nust be taking place.

Summary statenents portray the kosher business as
pervaded by corruption, referring to all forns of
corruption, but intending nmainly the corruption of
of fering non-kosher products as kosher:

For reasons of naivete, people do not

i magi ne the Kosher-foods businessnan in the
same |ight as they behold and eval uate ot her
busi nessnmen. After all, he is involved in
selling a product that has been hall owed by
Jewi sh tradition. The Kosher foods
purveyors, however, see thenselves as no
different fromtheir coll eagues who have
invested their noney, their abilities, and
their hopes for success in a business
venture. The Kashruth business is strictly
busi ness, and nust return the highest
nmeasure of financial, not spiritual, success
to the one who has undertaken it. To

achi eve this end, the unscrupul ous Kosher -
foods businessman is willing to cut the
prover bi al corners.

Seynour E. Freednman, The Book of Kashruth: A
Treasury of Kosher Facts & Frauds, Bl och
Publ i shi ng Conpany, New York, 1970, p. 153

This devil-may-care attitude, which
prevailed in the nmeat industry generally
over the many decades until the enactnent of
the Cean-Meat Bill, has plagued the Kosher
foods industry specifically, and remains to
be cl eaned up.

Seynour E. Freedman, The Book of Kashruth: A
Treasury of Kosher Facts & Frauds, Bl och
Publ i shi ng Conpany, New York, 1970, p. 164.




The know edge that so nmuch corruption exists
in the Kashruth industry has been w el ded
i ke a two-edged sword agai nst observance of
t he commandnment. Those who wanted to rid
t hensel ves of Jewish rituals generally
pointed to the abuses going on in Kashruth,
the gangsterismthat had beconme a part of
it, saying, "Could this be what God wants

a Jewi sh Mafia?" And those who wanted
to extol it so that their children would
accept it as a part of their Jew shness
found it extrenmely difficult to do so when
the corruption was known and ridicul ed so
openly. The result has been a | oss of
adherents to Kashruth over the years.

Seynour E. Freednman, The Book of Kashruth: A
Treasury of Kosher Facts & Frauds, Bl och
Publ i shi ng Conpany, New York, 1970, pp. 167-
168.

Nurer ous ot her incidents of Kashruth

viol ati ons becane evident to ne as | visited
a cross section of hotels and resorts
advertised as Kosher. Except for variations
in kind, a |large nunmber function with
basically the sane purpose, which is to
decei ve the unsuspecting, naive public. The
common net hod of deception is the
establ i shment of an accept abl e Kosher -

front. And the tragic truth is that all
Kashruth viol ations are not so secreted that
the trained Kashruth inspector, who has even
a mni mal amount of practical experience in
this matter, could not easily recognize the
fraud that is being perpetrated. Wy are

t hese abuses permitted to continue? Perhaps
those in authority have taken the path of

| east disturbance —"No one has raised the
guestion, so we will permt things to go
along as they are!™ What is equally

possible is that some of the financial gains
that have blinded the eyes of the rabbis and
mashgi chimat the hotels and resorts have
wor ked with greater success upon the secul ar
aut horities.




This unfortunate-for-Judai smattitude of
| ai ssez-faire regarding matters of Kashruth
reaches across the country.

Seynour E. Freednman, The Book of Kashruth: A
Treasury of Kosher Facts & Frauds, Bl och
Publ i shi ng Conpany, New York, 1970, p. 185.

Kashrut h, |ike notherhood, is an aspect of
traditional Judai smwhich everyone accepts
and no one attenpts to delve into until
illegitimate forces enter it and endanger
the sacred institution. Now that the
foregoing Iines have been witten to testify
to the deep corruption which has infected
Kashrut h, perhaps sonme courageous Voi ces
will find the chutzpa to raise sone serious
guestions and insist upon the answers to
them The result will inevitably be that

t he deceptions will end, or at |east becone
greatly limted, and, hopefully a new era of
Kashrut h observance will arise within the
Jew sh communi ty!

Seynour E. Freedman, The Book of Kashruth: A
Treasury of Kosher Facts & Frauds, Bl och
Publ i shi ng Conpany, New York, 1970, p. 190.

Who iswell served by the kosher
certification business?

The non-kosher consumer ispoorly served
because heisfreguently misled into believing
that he consumes productsthat do not
originate from kosher supervision

W have seen above that the non-kosher consuner is poorly
served, as he is not informed when he eats Jewi sh-ritual -



sl aughtered neat, or may be sold neat as non-kosher that
has just had its kosher |abel renoved. 1In this way, the
price of his neat is inflated, and he is deprived of the
ability to choose neat that originates from humane

sl aught er.

On top of that, the non-kosher consuner is al nost

i nvari ably unaware of the secret nmeaning of kosher | abels
that proliferate over the products that he buys, and thus
unaware that he is paying a surcharge which will be
applied to purposes that he m ght di sapprove of.

Thus, the Council of Othodox Rabbis would be taking

steps toward serving the non-kosher consuner better by:
(1) identifying neat that originates fromJew sh ritua
sl aughter (as | have already advocated in nmy letter to
you of 22Mar 2000), and (2) adding the word KOSHER, and

the Magen David, to its kosher-certification | abel (as |
have al ready advocated in nmy letter to you of 15Mar2000).

Thekosher consumer isalso poorly served
because heisfrequently misled into believing
that the kosher -certified products he consumes
arereally kosher

We have al so seen above that the kosher consuner is
simlarly poorly served, as the products that he
purchases as kosher are often in fact not kosher. (At

| east in his case, though, he is likely to be aware that
a surcharge has been added to his purchase, and is likely
to understand that by neans of this surcharge, certain
goals that he is cognizant of will be advanced by his
purchase, neither of which is true of the non-kosher
consunmer.)

Thus, the Council of Othodox Rabbis would be taking a
step toward serving the kosher consuner better by
energetically suing for breaches of its kosher-
certification contract, or by energetically urging the
government to prosecute for msrepresentation or false
advertising. An exam nation of historical precedent
teaches us to expect that such breaches and viol ations
occur on a sweeping scale, and so that if suits or
prosecutions occur on only a small scale today, or are
totally absent, then this would suggest that Council of
Ot hodox Rabbis nonitoring is lax, and that anywhere from
many to nost products bearing the COR certification are



in fact not kosher.

Only two groups are well served

(1) Consuners who are indifferent to whether a product is
genui nely kosher, but who support the inposition of the
Jewi sh tax, are well served. (2) Those who receive the
revenues fromthe Jew sh tax are well served.

Lubonyr Prytul ak

HOME DISINFORMATION PEOPLE RONEN JEWISH TAX RAMBAM KLAUSNER DUNN KUHL DUKES LA
JUSTICE
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Moshe Ronen Letter 9 13-Apr-2000 Needless kosher certification

"Thereisalso a moredelicate form of extortion associated with
Kashruth." — Seymour E. Freedman

April 13, 2000
Moshe Ronen
Nat i onal President
Canadi an Jew sh Congress
100 Sparks Street, Suite 650
Otawa, Ontario
K1P 5B7

Tel ephone: (613) 233-8703
Fax: (613) 233-8748

Mbshe Ronen:

Still another variety of kosher fraud

I call to your attention yet another variety of fraud that appears to be
endem c to the kosher-certification business —it is the kosher
certification of products that do not need kosher certification:

When a responsi bl e Kashruth supervising agency such as the
Uni on of Orthodox Jew sh Congregations sells its hechsher to
compani es that actually do not require Kashruth supervi sion,
it is the kind of abuse that degrades the prestige of
Kashruth. To do so is to be on a par with those who fl eece
t he i nnocent by persuadi ng themto purchase hone appliances
they really do not need. And when such activities are

per petrated under the guise of religi ous observances, the
crime is greatly conpounded!

Seymour E. Freednman, The Book of Kashruth: A Treasury of
Kosher Facts & Frauds, Bl och Publishing Conpany, New York,
1970, pp. 171-172.
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Examples of manufacturers paying for kosher
certification when their productsrequire none

Corn Starch:

There is also a nore delicate formof extortion associated
with Kashruth. [...] For exanple, a conpany will enquire
about Kashruth supervision for its product. The truth of
the matter is that this product would be acceptabl e even

wi t hout supervision, as nay be the case with wi ndow cl eani ng
l'iquid, toothpicks, aspirin, cornstarch, diaper detergents,
etc. The conpany is not inforned that they can sell their
product in the Kosher market w thout supervision. |nstead,
the conmpany is induced to purchase Kashruth supervision.

Seynmour E. Freednman, The Book of Kashruth: A Treasury of
Kosher Facts & Frauds, Bl och Publishing Conpany, New York,
1970, pp. 170-171, blue enphasis added.

FECULE DE MAIJS

CANADA

CORM STARCH -

This product is gluten free.

INGREDIENTS: CORN STARCH

Milk, Sugar, Orange Juice, Coffee, Spices,
Oatmeal:




Basic Kashrut

by Penina Taylor edited by Rabbi Yeshaiah
Heiliczer

copyright 1994 Knesset HaShuvim Congregation. All
rights reserved

NO CERTIFICATION NEEDED

Some products do not require certification or for sone
reason do not contain a mark even though they are considered
kosher by competent Orthodox authorities. SOVE of these
are:

. eggs

. cowmilk bottled in the U S. (not all agree)

. 100% fl our or sugar

. 100% appl e juice

. 100% orangejuice (not m xed fruit)

. 100% coffee (unflavored)

. 100% tea (herbal/flavored tea should be certified)

. nmost purespices (al t hough McKornick and sone others are
certified)

. dry beans

. oatmeal (plain)

. fruits and vegetables (fresh or frozen, totally
unpr ocessed)

. Coca Col a

. Runford baki ng powder

. M&M s

Excerpted from ww. execpc.con ~dwol fe/kashrut.html, blue
enphasi s added.

Al though the mlk belowis Canadian mlk, it is probable that it is

i ndi stingui shable fromAmerican mlk. Also, McCorm ck —which is the
correct spelling —spices are recogni zed above as bei ng kosher-certified
gratuitously, and so are included here as exanpl es of needl ess kosher
certification.
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Lucerne Skim Milk, BC Kosher

K

ONLY 16 CALORIES PER TEASPOON

REAL SUGAR




Unsweetened ¢ Non Sucre
Ingredients: Concentrated orange
juice Mus d'orange concentré
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Bleach, salt, pepper, vinegar :

After all [...] we don't ook for Kosher diaper deodorants,
or Kosher bleaches [...]. And tell ne, isn't it ridiculous
[...] for a group of people who want to pronote Kashruth to
certify salt and pepper and vinegar [...]?

Allen G Feld, witing in the Jew sh Spectator, in Seynour
E. Freedman, The Book of Kashruth: A Treasury of Kosher
Facts & Frauds, Bl och Publishing Conpany, New York, 1970, p.
171, bl ue enphasi s added.

Pepper, we have al ready seen above, anong the spices. As for the bleach
salt, and vinegar:




NEW!

l]am AGVANEED

Bl FACHING
FSYSTEM |

Bleachfor
Unhieachahles_;

INGREDIENT.
CATE DE CALC
I, I0DURE DE

Coffeg, tea:

Coffee and tea are products which usually do not have other
ingredients mxed into them and therefore they are Kosher
wi t hout Kashruth supervision.

Seymour E. Freedman, The Book of Kashruth: A Treasury of
Kosher Facts & Frauds, Bl och Publishing Conpany, New York,
1970, pp. 144-145.

Cof fee, we have already docunented above; tea is docunented below. Al the
kosher-certified tea that | found at home was herbal tea. Tea is included
on several exenpt-fromkosher lists, although one |ist above exenpts herbal




tea fromthe exenption: "100%tea (herbal/flavored tea should be
certified)." M interpretation of this qualification concerning herbal tea
is that it is witten knowing that all pure vegetable matter (in this case
i ntended for steeping in boiling water) is equally exenpt fromthe need for
kosher certification, but adds the weak "should be certified" qualification
out of recognition of Jew sh success in getting herbal teas kosher-
certified:

£ 4|S E
S|383 S
< §||.Q e
Q3 = ﬁ-

Celestial Seasonings Herbal Tea, Peppermint, Star-K Kosher

Cel Coled Celes
Celestlgl Ses S Coletial Seasq
Seasonings | |Hel . Herbd

Herb| |Seasonings
Herbal Tea, | |Ted T Heral T Tea,
Mandarin Lei &8, <4 Red
| |Slegq |Cranberry .

Orange Mi star-| lcove star-k Zingq
Spice, Star- | |Sta K Ko sh,er Star- | |Celestial
K Kosher K Kosh K Seasonings

Ko Kosh{ |Herbal Tea,

Star-K Kosher




Yogi Tea, Lemon-Ginger,
Beverly Hills Kosher

Yogi Tea, Cinnamon
Spice, Beverly Hills

K osher

Yogi Tea,
Lemon-
Ginger,
Beverly Hills
Kosher

Brown sugar:

There is nothing in
Passover | aws.

brownsugar that is in violation of the

Seymour E. Freedman,
Kosher Facts & Frauds, Bl och Publishing Conpany, New York,
1970, pp. 147, bl ue enphasis added.

The Book of Kashruth: A Treasury of

I| I

| ce cream:

It would appear that at one time, the idea of kosher-certifying ice cream
seenmed so ridiculous that it was the subject of satire, as ridiculous as

kosher-certifying snuff:




In May, 1889, Der Vol ksadvokat satirically accused the Chief
Rabbi and the Association of preparing to place a karobka on
icecream and snuff.

Harold P. Gastwirt, Fraud, Corruption, and Holiness: The
Controversy Over the Supervision of Jewi sh Dietary Practice
in New York City 1881-1940, Kenni kat Press, Port Wshi ngton
N. Y. and London, 1974, p. 71, blue enphasis added.

Haagen Dazs_

“v;fmg INGREDIENTS.
VANILLE i !‘Ed[_f__'ré_ SUGAR,
T /| [EXTRACT @

' TT]
F &
5 FiisCo o8

SENEUAL PALIT IC2% AND ICECREAMS i
L ANESE (5N E
QEMEGLACEF A~ VANILLA S

Salt, olive ail, laundry soap:




In his analysis of the state of the rabbinate in New York in
1896, Cerson Rosenzweig, the editor of The Hebrew, accused
Rabbi Drachman of giving "tens of thousands of hekhsherim™
He called Drachman "... the Dr. so and so who |ives uptown
and is a rabbi by their standards, but not by ours. He took
the name of Chief Rabbi and nmade a deal with the butchers
and made hinself Chief Rabbi overnight." Rosenzweig clained
t hat shohati m and but chers who did not observe the Sabbath
had bribed the rabbis to approve the kashrut of their neat.
One group of rabbis even had sold a hekhsher on salt to a
CGentile. [...] He enunerated the hekhsheri m which,
according to him they had given on salt, oliveail, soap for washing
clothes, and stove polish, and which had been advertised in
the Jewi sh Tinmes, published by Dr. Wechsler, one of the
founders of the Council.

Harold P. Gastwirt, Fraud, Corruption, and Holiness: The
Controversy Over the Supervision of Jewi sh Dietary Practice
in New York City 1881-1940, Kenni kat Press, Port Washi ngton
N. Y. and London, 1974, pp. 82-83, blue enphasis added.

Salt, we have already docunented above, and olive oil and |laundry soap are
docunent ed bel ow
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Milk, chocolate, tea:

Wechsler's activities were the first glaring exanple of

cl ear-cut fraud concerning kashrut supervision in New YorKk.
P. Cowen, the editor of The American Hebrew, |aunched a
campai gn to expose Wechsler. According to Cowen, Wechsler
had prom sed vari ous businessnmen that he could influence
Jewi sh consuners to buy their products. In return for
supposed supervi sion, the businessnen paid a fee which al so
covered the cost of advertising their products in Wchsler's
paper. Cowen accused Wechsler of collecting $100 froma
seltzer conpany for advertising their product as "Kosher
Vichy and Seltzer." He charged a milk deal er in Brooklyn
fifty dollars for guaranteeing that the Council would
approve his mlk for the Jews of Brooklyn. Wchsler

prom sed to send the deal er 5,000 "kosher |abels" for his
mlk. He solicited advertisenents for kitchen utensils by
advising his clients that every Passover the Jews threw out
all crockery and gl assware used during the year and
purchased new di shes for the holiday. A chocolate conpany was
convi nced by Wechsler that the Council was ready to certify
its product as kosher since the ingredients contained no
fat. To a tea conmpany he issued | abels certifying that the
tea was kosher and packed under his supervision.

Harold P. Gastwirt, Fraud, Corruption, and Holiness: The
Controversy Over the Supervision of Jewi sh Dietary Practice
in New York City 1881-1940, Kenni kat Press, Port WAshi ngton
N. Y. and London, 1974, pp. 83-84, Dblue enphasis added.

M1k and tea, we have already docunmented above; chocolate is docunented
bel ow.
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Plastic snack bags, plastic food wrap, aluminum
foil, scouring pads, dishwasher detergent, dish
deter gent, bathroom cleaner:

In this section, | place sone kosher-certified products that I did not find
on anybody's exenpt-from kosher list, but in my estimation only because any
| i stmaker woul d have consi dered them so obvi ously exenpt-from kosher that

they did not need to be placed on a |ist:

snack
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How to get rid of anti-Semitism

The above exanpl es of needl ess kosher certification are far from
exhaustive. They energe fromthe overlap of a small nunber of exenpt-from
kosher lists that | came across in ny brief research, and kosher-certified
products that | discovered in ny house over the past four nonths. As even
my limted research produces a nunber of such exenpt-from kosher and yet
kosher-certified products, it is plausible to suppose that any nore

t horough research would turn up a nuch | arger nunber

And now to sunmarize the issues that | have raised with you so far

15Mar2000: Three questions concerning kosher labelling. The public is not

i nformed of the nagnitude of earnings of Jew sh groups fromthe kosher
certification business, or of the cost to the consuner. The extent of
kosher labelling is hidden fromthe public through the use of uninformative
| abel s, suggesting that these | abels are not used to attract purchasers,

but rather nust be disguised in order to avoid triggering a boycott.

22Mar2000: |sJewish ritual slaughter inhumane? Jewi sh groups defend the

Jewi sh tradition of subjecting aninals to needl ess pain, and the consumer
is denied informati on concerni ng whether the neat he buys conmes from hunane
or inhumane sl aughter.

23Mar2000: Iskosher labelling a variant of a pyramid scheme? 1t is proposed

that the kosher |abelling business is a variant of a pyram d scheme which
threatens to attach itself parasitically to the entire world econony.

24M ar 2000: Selling piein the sky when you die, and other methodological

weaknesses. Pronotional clainms made by the kosher |abelling business are
undermi ned by net hodol ogi cal weaknesses, the chief of which is that the
claimthat kosher |abelling increases sal es cannot be substanti ated.

25Mar2000: Thefallacy that higher volume lowerscosts. Mney tending not to

materialize out of thin air, the defense that fees paid to the kosher-
| abel i ng busi ness do not cone out of anybody's pocket is possibly false.

26Mar 2000: Does kosher certification promote industrial espionage? G ven the




fraud and corruption that has traditionally plagued the kosher-
certification business, it seens inprudent to place into its hands secret
fornmul as and the contents of supply contracts.

27Mar 2000: Incomefrom denial of kosher certification? The unverifi abl e

claimthat kosher certification increases sales can be given an air of
plausibility only by denying or withdrawi ng certification from one product
while granting it to a conpeting product —an air of plausibility which

necessarily vani shes as kosher certification spreads to engulf the entire
econony.

28Mar2000: Kosher status misrepresentation. The kosher consuner is poorly

served because many kosher-certified products are not kosher. The non-
kosher consumer is poorly served because he pays a Jew sh kosher tax

wi t hout being aware of it, and is denied the right to avoid purchasing neat
t hat has been sl aughtered using avoi dable cruelty.

13Apr2000: Needlesskosher certification. The present letter argues that the
proliferation of kosher |abels on products that do not need kosher
certification |l eaves the inpression of a kosher business driven nore by
greed than by religious principle.

Unl ess you are able to answer the charges |listed above, you invite
wi despread public indignation directed at the kosher business, and you
invite further the public m sperception that kosher fraud is being
perpetrated by Jews collectively, rather than by a small nunber of

reality line their own pockets at the expense of Jews and non-Jews ali ke,
and whose power only grows with the anti-Senmitismthat they thensel ves
incite. The fault of the Jewi sh people collectively is not the greater
fault of participating in kosher fraud, but only the |esser fault of

el ecting and tolerating | eaders who do.

Wth these insights in mnd, the question of howto get rid of anti-
Senitismfinds an obvi ous answer.

i rresponsi bl e Jewi sh | eaders who claimto act on behalf of Jews, but who in

Lubonyr Prytul ak
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Moshe Ronen Letter 13 09-Jun-2000 Rabbi Avraham Cohen poisoned in
Lviv

"Helisone of those Jewisn sinnersfor which the
Talmud saystheir blood is permitted." — Pro-kosher
placard, 1848

June 09, 2000
Moshe Ronen
Nat i onal Presi dent
Canadi an Jew sh Congress
100 Sparks Street, Suite 650
Otawa, Ontario
K1P 5B7

Tel ephone: (613) 233-8703
Fax: (613) 233-8748

Mbshe Ronen

| bring to your attention the followi ng excerpt fromAllan C
Brownfel d' s review of |Israel Shahak and Norton Mezvi nsky's book,
Jewi sh Fundanentalismin Israel. | remnd you that "Lenberg" was
the nane given to the Ukrainian city of Lviv at the tine when
West ern Ukrai ne was under Austrian rule:

Al t hough nessi ani c fundanentalists constitute a
relatively small portion of the Israeli popul ation,
their political influence has been growing. |[If they
have contenpt for non-Jews, their hatred for Jews who
oppose their views is even greater.

The nurder of Yitzhak Rabin, the authors show, is one
in along Iine of nurders of Jews who followed a path
different fromthat ordai ned by rabbinic

authorities. They cite case after case, fromthe

M ddl e Ages until the 19th century.

One typical exanple was the assassination by poison
of Rabbi Avraham Cohen in Lenberg, Austria on Sept.
6, 1848.

Assum ng hi s rabbinical position in 1844, Cohen
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initiated changes in Jewish life. H s nost inportant
initiative was his attenpt to abolish taxes on kosher
nmeat and sabbath candl es which Lenberg’s Jews paid to
Austrian authorities. These taxes were burdensone
for poor Jews but were a source of income for many
Ot hodox Jew sh not abl es.

The Austrian authorities accepted Cohen’s request and
abol i shed the taxes in March 1848. The five Jew sh
not abl es of the town began a total struggle against
Rabbi Cohen. Critics argued that the “law of the
pursuer” applied to the rabbi. One placard said: “He
I's one of those Jewi sh sinners for which the Tal nud
says their blood is permtted” (that is, every Jew
can and should kill them). On Sept. 6, a Jew sh
assassin successfully entered the rabbi’s hone
unseen, went to the kitchen and put arsenic poison in
a pot of soup that was cooking. Both Rabbi Cohen and
his smal | daughter died. The Hassids and their

| eaders did not attend the funeral, but cel ebrated.

It was precisely the sane Tal nudic | aws that caused
Rabbi Cohen’s death which were used to nurder Yitzhak
Rabin. Yigal Amr, Rabin' s assassin, cited the “| aw
of the pursuer” (din rodef) and the “Law of the
informer” (din noser). The first |aw conmands every
Jew to kill or to wound severely any Jew who is
perceived as intending to kill another Jew.

According to halachic comentaries, it is not
necessary to see such a person pursuing a Jew sh
victim It is enough if rabbinic authorities, or
even conpetent schol ars, announce that the | aw of the
pursuer applies. The second | aw conmands every Jew
to kill or wound severely any Jew who, w thout a

deci sion of a conpetent rabbinic authority, has

I nformed non-Jews about Jewi sh affairs or has given
them i nformati on about Jew sh property or who has
delivered Jew sh persons or property to their rule or
aut hority.

The authors wite: “The |and of |srael has been and
still is considered by all religious Jews as being

t he exclusive property of the Jews. Ganting

Pal estinians authority over any part of this |and
could be interpreted as informng. Sone religious
Jews interpreted the relations that devel oped between
Rabi n and the Pal estinian Authority as causing harm
to the Jew sh settlers. 1In this sense, Rabin had

i nfornmed.”




For the future, the authors fear the growth of such
fundamental i smjust as the prospects for peace have
dramatically inproved. They note that, “It should
not be forgotten that denocracy and the rule of |aw
were brought into Judaismfromthe outside. Before
t he advent of the nodern state, Jew sh conmunities
were nostly ruled by rabbis who enployed arbitrary
and cruel nethods as bad as those enpl oyed by
totalitarian regines. The dearest wi sh of the
current Jewi sh fundanmentalists is to restore this
state of affairs.”

Excerpt fromA lan C. Brownfeld s review of I|srael
Shahak and Norton Mezvi nsky, Jew sh Fundanmentalismin
| srael, Pluto Press, London, 1999. Brownfeld's
conplete review is avail able online on the Washi ngton

Report on Mddle Eastern Affairs web site.

Wth respect to the above passage, | wonder if you would be able to
answer the follow ng questions:

(1) Law of the Informer

I n wondering why you have not answered ny questions concerni ng
kosher certification, | note in the above passage reference to the
Jewi sh Law of the Infornmer that "conmands every Jew to kill or wound
severely any Jew who, w thout a decision of a conpetent rabbinic
authority, has inforned non-Jews about Jewi sh affairs.” |s your
silence on the question of kosher certification, then, in obedi ence
to this law to not divulge the nature of Jew sh affairs to non-Jews,
or isit sinply aresult of guilt at recognizing that the CIC has
been inplicated in a sw ndle?

(2) Law of the Pursuer

The poi soni ng of Rabbi Avraham Cohen and his daughter in Lviv in
1848, and as well the shooting of Yitzhak Rabin in Tel Aviv in 1995,
are said to be two instances in a long line of killings made
possi bl e by the application of the Jewi sh Law of the Pursuer. Sone
Jews appear to view the Law of the Pursuer as applying to any target
whom "rabbi nic authorities, or even conpetent schol ars, announce."
By way of further upgrading the Canadi an Jew sh Congress web site,
wonder if you would not be perform ng an inval uabl e service by
dedicating a page to listing all those on whom open season had been
decl ared under the Law of the Pursuer by sone "rabbinic authority or
conpetent scholar,"” and al so the dates of each pronouncenent of
fatwah, and whether the targets were still alive, or else the date
of their assassinations? This information would be useful to at

| east three categories of CIC web site visitor: (1) those pious Jews


http://www.washington-report.org/backissues/0300/0003105.html
http://www.washington-report.org/
http://www.washington-report.org/

who subscribed to the Law of the Pursuer and who woul d be benefitted
by | earning where their obligations lay, (2) those targets of Law of
t he Pursuer fatwahs who woul d be warned and so coul d take defensive
precautions, and (3) those who were uni nforned about the nature of
Judai sm and sought to learn its defining characteristics. | have
no doubt that the utility and interest of such a page woul d be
denonstrated in a visitor count that dwarfed that of any other page
on the CJC web site.

(3) The Lviv poisonings
In the poisoning of Rabbi Avraham Cohen and his daughter in Lviv, we

were presented with a case in which the kosher tax revenues were not
di stributed anong Jews evenly, but rather were delivered to "five

Jew sh notables of the town." The bulk of the Jew sh people, then,
were neither the inplenenters of the kosher tax, nor the
beneficiaries —they were the resisting victinms. | wonder if you

woul d care to comment on the possibility that the sane applies to

t he kosher tax today —that is, that it benefits only a few "Jew sh
not abl es of the town," and that its chief victins are the Jew sh
peopl e?

Lubonyr Prytul ak
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HOME DISINFORMATION JEWISH TAX PEOPLE GORE

Al Gore Letter 8 12-Sep-2000 Please ask Joe Lieberman
about kosher certification

"|s Joe Lieberman's keeping kosher a matter of
religious observance, or isit participation in a
conspiracy to impose a secret tax on the
American consumer?' — Lubomyr Prytulak

September 12, 2000

Al Gore, Vice President

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

Al Gore:

I expect that you are familiar with the sentiment "No taxation without
representation," and that as it is one of the sentiments which inspired the
founding of the United States, that you will sympathize with it. If so, then I
expect that you will not think it a radical proposal that this sentiment should
apply today, in that Americans should be informed of all occasions on which
they are taxed, and informed as well what that tax amounts to.

What I am thinking of is the rabbinical kosher surcharge which is applied to a
broad range of supermarket products, just how broad being reflected in my
own experience, which is as follows. Around 14-Dec-1999, I would have
guessed that the number of products in my house that bore kosher
certification was zero, but when I acquainted myself with kosher-certification
labelling and actually made a count, I found that the number was in reality
90, and discovered further that in the ensuing four months, the accumulation
of kosher-certified product brands in my home totalled 156. You can find
documentation of my experience at www.ukar.org/tax02.shtml.

Consumers all over Canada and the United States undoubtedly purchase
kosher-certified products in similar quantities, and are as unaware as I once
was that they do so, and would be similarly surprised, if they made a count,
at how frequently they do so.

Furthermore, when I made attempts to find out what all this kosher
certification was costing me as I did, for example, in my letter of 15-Mar-
2000 to Moshe Ronen, National President of the Canadian Jewish Congress
(see www.ukar.org/ronen01.shtml) I ran into a wall of silence.

Questions relating to this seeming instance of taxation without representation
may be ones that Joe Lieberman, as a kosher-keeping Orthodox Jew, will be
able to answer, and I invite you to request him to do so. Specifically:

Is Joe Lieberman on the side of truth in labelling in which kosher-certified
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products would be identified with the word "kosher" and the Magen David, or
does he favor the status quo in which esoteric labelling leaves the vast
majority of Americans in the dark concerning the extent to which their
household purchases have been kosher certified?

Is Joe Lieberman in agreement that Americans have a right to know what
kosher certification is costing them, or does he favor the status quo in which
they do not know, and have no way of finding out?

Is Joe Lieberman's keeping kosher a matter of religious observance, or is it
participation in a conspiracy to impose a secret tax on the American
consumer?

Lubomyr Prytulak

HOME DISINFORMATION JEWISH TAX PEOPLE GORE
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HOME DISINFORMATION JEWISH TAX PEOPLE RAMBAM LEVANT

Letter 1 27-Mar-2002 Have you changed your views on kosher
certification?

"Kosher certification may consist

mainly of the selling of permission

slips as to who may trade with

whom a way of making money

that is certainly parasitical and possibly illegal."
Lubomyr Prytulak

27 March 2002

Ezra Levant
159, 2515-90th Ave SW
Calgary, AB T2V 0OL8

Ezra Levant:

As you are the Alliance candidate in Preston Manning's former riding of Calgary
Southwest, and as you appear to have some chance of being elected to
parliament, I wonder if you would not agree that Canadian voters have some right
to know your position on issues which may concern them?

The issue that I have in mind at the moment is that of kosher certification,
concerning which I might begin with the following five questions:

1. Do you support Canadian consumers
having the right to know what kosher
certification is costing them, or do you
advocate their continuing to be kept in
ignorance?

More than two years ago now, on 15-Mar-2000 to be exact, I put the
question of cost to Moshe Ronen, then President of the Canadian Jewish
Congress, and I am still awaiting his reply. Perhaps you will be more
forthcoming.

What is particularly wanted is an authoritative detailing of the gross
annual income from kosher-certification fees for the leading kosher-
certification agencies whose identifying symbols appear on products sold
in Canada. As the COR label is the one most frequently found on
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Canadian products, the revenues of the Council of Orthodox Rabbis is of
particular interest. I am not at all interested in secondary calculations, as
of the fraction of a penny that kosher certification costs per item
purchased. It is the gross revenue figures that will permit a comparison of
how much of the consumer's income goes into the pockets of kosher
agencies as against how much goes to health, education, transportation,
housing, and so on.

The question of kosher costs is not a trivial one, as the sums which trade
hands in kosher transactions are staggering. To take one peek at the tip
of the iceberg, we may note that in New York City in 1934, "$25 million
were spent above the normal retail value because the product was
believed to be kosher" (Harold P. Gastwirt, Fraud, Corruption, and
Holiness, 1974, p. 9). One can imagine how staggering this same figure
would be

o not for the small 1934 population of NYC, but for the much larger
2002 population of all of Canada, and

o not when kosher products are knowingly purchased mostly by
Jews as in 1934, but when they are mostly unknowingly purchased
by the much larger number of non Jews as happens today, and

o notin 1934 dollars but in our devalued 2002 dollars, and

o not for the infinitesimal number of products that were kosher-
certified in 1934, but for the vast number of products to which
kosher certification has metastasized today products such as
sugar, salt, vinegar, coffee, corn starch, frozen orange juice,
scouring pads, plastic baggies, food-wrap film, aluminum foil,
dishwasher detergent, laundry detergent, and laundry bleach.

Of course a comprehensive report will take some time to prepare, and in
the meantime your releasing any partial information that you currently
have, or that may come to your notice, would be helpful.

. Do you advocate that Canadian consumers
be provided with meaningful product labels,
or do you defend product labels continuing
to convey coded messages to a small group,
while leaving the majority of consumers in
the dark?

If kosher labels included the word "KOSHER" together with the Magen
David, then most Canadians would know what the labels meant. At the
moment, however, almost no kosher labels contain such explanatory
detail, and so almost no consumer knows what the kosher labels signify.
Expansion of acronyms would be helpful as well for example, perhaps we
can look forward to the day when it is disclosed to Canadians that the COR
that brands so many of their household products stands for Council of
Orthodox Rabbis:



TODAY: TOMORROW: THE DAY AFTER:

Secrecy Truth More Truth
In Labelling in Labelling in Labelling
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As kosher-accreditation agencies commonly claim that consumers prefer
kosher products, they might be expected to support informative labelling
for its giving consumers the information that they need in order to express
their preference.

. Do you advocate that Canadian consumers
be informed when their meat originates
from Jewish ritual slaughter, or are you for
continuing the present practice of selling
them ritual-slaughtered meat without
telling them where it comes from?

Most of the meat that is produced by Jewish ritual slaughter is sold to non-

Jews without its origin being disclosed. Some Canadian consumers might
object to this practice for one or more of the following reasons:

1. they do not wish to support Jewish ritual slaughter because of its
excessive cruelty;

2. they do not wish any portion of their food dollars going to the
support of religion, particularly a religion of which they may not be
members; and

3. they may fear that among the reasons for a ritual slaughterer
rejecting meat for distribution to the kosher market, and sending it
out unidentified into the non-kosher market, is that he suspected it
of being contaminated or diseased.

Again, we have here a simple choice between informing Canadians or
keeping them in the dark.

. Do you agree that the kosher-certification
industry should be investigated for
violations of restraint of trade laws?



It is possible that the kosher industry has little to do with religious
observance, but rather has much to do with parasitical feeding on the

economy.

Specifically, each manufacturer may be told that kosher certification of his
products will increase his sales to other manufacturers who in order to
keep their own kosher certification are required to buy only kosher
ingredients or materials; and told conversely that lack of kosher
certification for his products will result in exclusion from trade with the
growing number of manufacturers in the kosher camp.

Kosher certification, in short, may consist mainly of the selling of
permission slips as to who may trade with whom a way of making
money that is certainly parasitical and possibly illegal.

. What might you mean when you diagnose
somebody as "anti-Semitic'?

The reason that I address all the above questions to you and not to any
other aspiring parliamentarian is that you have already weighed in on the
subject of kosher certification, and although your full position was not
elaborated publicly, it was clear from what you did say that you would
have answered all the above questions so as to defend the interests of the
kosher industry against the interests of the consumer:

o You would have answered that Canadian consumers have no right
to know what kosher certification costs them, and that their even
asking was an impertinence and a provocation.

o You would have answered that kosher labels should remain
esoteric, and Canadian consumers should be kept from learning
what they signify.

o You would have answered that Canadians have no right to know
whether or not they are eating meat that has been rejected in the
course of Jewish ritual slaughter, and no right to concern
themselves with whether Jewish ritual slaughter is inhumane.

o You would have answered that the kosher-certification industry
should be immune from investigation for restraint of trade.

I infer that the above would be your answers from Melissa Radler
reporting that you attempted to close down an open discussion of kosher
labelling with the chilling diagnosis that the discussion was "close to anti-
Semitism."

As anti-Semitism is an irrational and deep-seated hatred, it constitutes a
psychiatric disorder, and so that applying the label "anti-Semitic" is the
same as offering a psychiatric diagnosis, and so you see what concerns
me is the sight of someone running for parliament when I have seen that
same person dispense a psychiatric diagnosis in an attempt to close down
what seemed to me to be an impartial discussion of an economic
phenomenon.

And that is why you might take this opportunity to clarify your criteria for
firing off your psychiatric diagnoses by answering the following questions:



o Do you hold that someone enquiring about cost is behaving
normally, whereas someone enquiring about kosher cost is
diagnosable as suffering from the psychiatric affliction of anti-
Semitism?

o Do you hold that someone who advocates truth in labelling is
behaving admirably, whereas someone who advocates truth in
kosher labelling is driven by the psychiatric malady of anti-
Semitism?

o Do you hold that someone who opposes cruelty to animals is
behaving commendably, whereas someone who opposes cruelty to
animals during Jewish ritual slaughter is presenting a symptom of
the psychiatric disorder of anti-Semitism?

o Do you hold that someone who investigates restraint of trade
performs a service to the community, whereas someone who
investigates a restraint of trade that is engineered by Jewish
groups must be driven by a pathological hatred of Jews?

If in our discussion of kosher certification you wish to keep open the
parallel though irrelevant question of the sanity of the participants,
then I would submit for your consideration the general hypothesis that in
any calm and objective discussion of a subject, the participant who
becomes agitated and proclaims "you're all crazy except me" is the one
that is most likely to be nuts.

I would propose, further, that reliance on psychiatric diagnosis to derail
discussions may be symptomatic not only of emotional deficit, but of
intellectual deficit as well.

I would propose, finally, that the participant who finds himself on the side
of suppressing the exercise of free speech, and whose emotional and
intellectual resources are so limited that he is forced to do so by
dispensing a psychiatric diagnosis, is unqualified to sit in parliament.

Lubomyr Prytulak

HOME DISINFORMATION JEWISH TAX PEOPLE RAMBAM LEVANT
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Israel Asper Letter 02 16-May-2002 The miracle of kosher water

"Imagine the chutzpah of some rabbi
telling me that water is kosher." Rabbi
Burton L. Visotzky

|K NATURAL SPRING WATER
NATURAL MINERAL CONTENT 97 ppm / FLUORIDE IONS (.0 ppm

On 24-May-2002, eight days after the letter below
was written, my home was further invaded by
rabbinically-taxed drinking water.

16 May 2002

Israel Asper

Executive Chairman

CanWest Global Communications Corp.
3100 TD Centre, 201 Portage Avenue
Winnipeg MB R3B 3L7

Israel Asper:

Needless Kosher Certification

On a bottle of NAYA Natural Spring Water that I found in my house, I noticed the following
Montreal Kosher certification label:
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label, however, clashes with statements that water is not subject to kosher certification,
as for example the laconic and dispassionate and anonymous statement:

Flour, sugar and water, however, DO NOT require a
hechsher.

Young Adults of Beth Sholom www.yabs.org/page.phtml?pageld=29

Or for example the more elaborate and impassioned and personal statement attributed to
Rabbi Burton L. Visotzky:

A kosher for Passover table, no
less. Every item guaranteed
kosher by some rabbi or
another, down to the fizzy water
that Uncle Joe swilled from the
blue bottle. He may have
grepsed dyspeptically, but the
idea of Kosher for Passover
water makes me ready to shout
at the rabbi who put his okay on

J the bottle, "Feh, such a
chazzer!" Imagine the chutzpah of some rabbi telling
me that water is kosher. Water, by definition, is
kosher. And that a rabbi might profit from this type of
scam does more than render me dyspeptic. It makes
me apoplectic, because it is nothing less than theft to
make a profit on the pious gullability of Jewish
consumers.

Rabbi Burton L. Visotzky, The Road to Redemption, in Jewish
Theological Seminary
learn.jtsa.edu/topics/reading/bookexc/visotzky_ road/partl.shtml

("gullability" is in the original).

You can imagine that my own "Feh, such a chazzer!" reaction to NAYA water was even
more indignant than was Rabbi Visotzky's to Uncle Joe's fizzy water for three reasons:
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. My NAYA water was not "fizzy," and in fact was just "natural spring water," and so
might be assumed to have been subjected to less processing than Uncle Joe's
"fizzy" water, where processing is the crack in the door that a kosher-certifying
rabbi is able to stick his foot into.

. My NAYA water was not Passover water, but all-year-round, ordinary drinking
water.

. My NAYA water evidenced theft not just from Jewish consumers, but theft from all
consumers, the majority of whom were not Jewish.

That NAYA label made me recognize that kosher certification had metastasized beyond
anything that I could have imagined, and threatened to spread next to municipal tap
water, and perhaps from there even to air, starting with tanks of compressed air destined
for hospitals or aqualungs, and ending in an obligatory rabbinical birth tax on Jews and
Gentiles alike, guaranteeing that the earth's atmosphere would be certified kosher for the
duration of the life of the newborn.

If only we were talking about the theft of some thousands of dollars nationwide, then it
would all be a grand joke played by the wily rabbis upon the simple-minded goyim but
we are not talking about thousands, we are talking about millions or billions, which instead
of flowing into the rabbis' pockets could have funded cancer research, or the reduction of
emergency-room waiting times, or the relief of classroom overcrowding, or perhaps could
have funded even a project as zany as the government hiring lawyers with enough
competence to keep Canada from being blanketed with the American neurotoxin MMT.

How many millions or billions might that be exactly? Well, that's the very question I
have been putting for some two years now, first to Canadian Jewish Congress President
Moshe Ronen, and then to press lord F. David Radler's daughter, Melissa, and after that to

Joseph Ben-Ami whose credentials I have never been able to fathom, and latterly to
Parliamentary Candidate Ezra Levant but to no effect, as they all play both deaf and
dumb to the impertinent questions of the prying goy.

Of course kosher water should have surprised me less than others, as I have been aware
for quite some time of the spread of kosher certification to products that appear on lists
itemizing exemption from the need for certification. Even in the brief list above, for
example, we saw that in addition to water being exempted, sugar and flour are as well,
and yet from the evidence available in my own pantry, I long ago discovered that I do
regularly pay the rabbinical kosher surcharge to British Columbia kosher certifiers on at
least five varieties of sugar and one variety of flour, as you can see for yourself below:
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And that is hardly the extent of it. If you care to read my letter to Moshe Ronen, titled
Needless Kosher Certification, of 13-Apr-2000, you will discover that even a full two years
ago I was already asking how it was possible for rabbis to be specifying products that were
exempt from kosher certification, and yet for me to be finding these same products kosher-
certified in my own kitchen (or laundry room, it turns out), products such as bleach,
chocolate, coffee, corn starch, flour, ice cream, laundry detergent, milk, oatmeal, olive oil,
orange juice, pepper, salt, spices, sugar, tea, and vinegar. In that same letter to Moshe
Ronen, you will also find me wondering whether still other products that I find kosher-
certified on my own shelves fail to appear on any rabbi's exempt list only because they are
too obviously exempt to need listing, products such as plastic food-wrap film, scouring
pads, and aluminum foil.

Thus, the kosher certification of products that don't require kosher certification is not new
to me; what is new is its breathtaking spread to even drinking water.

Unclaimed Kosher Certification



A further revelation concerning drinking water followed hard on the heels of the first.

For years, I have been drinking Canadian Springs water at home, never imagining for a
moment that I might be paying a rabbinical surcharge for the privilege of doing so until I
noticed on the Internet that Canadian Springs water is in fact kosher!

Wondering how this information could have escaped me, I examined the label on a
Canadian Springs bottle, but found no indication of kosher certification. I examined the
hard-copy statements that are left with each delivery, and I examined the hard-copy
statements that arrive by mail and again nowhere could I find any reference to Canadian
Springs water being kosher certified. I emailed Canadian Springs enquiring about its
kosher certification, but received no answer. (Needless to say, Canadian Springs has just
lost a customer.)

Now I imagine that you will have to agree that this presents us with a major incongruity

a producer paying to have his product kosher-certified, and then failing to bring this
kosher certification to the attention of the consumer. This particularly clashes with kosher-
certifier claims that consumers prefer kosher products:

Numerous market studies have demonstrated that consumers will
most often select a product with a kosher certification over a
similar item that is not certified. Furthermore, these same
studies reveal that kosher certification is considered a plus among
a wide spectrum of consumers both Jewish and non-Jewish.

www.kashrut.com/trade/trade_links/hechsher

And so we are left with the incongruity of paid for but unclaimed kosher certification; the
incongruity of producers acting as if they are ashamed of, and prefer to conceal, the
kosher certification that they have purchased.

If paid-for-but-unclaimed kosher certification were limited to my former supplier of bottled
water, Canadian Springs, then it would be of insufficient interest to bring to your
attention, but in fact the phenomenon is ubiquitous. For example, I examined the labels
on several varieties of Coca Cola and of Pepsi drinks at my local supermarket, and found
no indication of kosher certification. Visiting the Coke and Pepsi web sites similarly turned
up no mention of kosher certification at least no such acknowledgement is displayed in
the more promising locations that I checked, though I cannot swear that such an
acknowldegement is not hidden in some obscure corner of these sites. In the case of the
Pepsi web site, an internal search engine search for "kosher" turned up nothing, and an
email to customer relations with the question "Is Pepsi kosher?" received no reply. At the
same time, claims are made on many web sites that both Coke and Pepsi are kosher.
Same incongruity, it would appear producers who kosher-certify, but then act as if they
are ashamed of having kosher-certified.

What is one to make of the phenomenon of unclaimed certification except that some
producers are aware that their disclosure of kosher certification will hurt sales, and that
the expansion of kosher certification to an ever-greater proportion of supermarket
purchases is not consumer-driven, but in fact would lead to rebellion, including product
boycott, if consumers became aware of it?

The kosher issues discussed above those of needless and unclaimed certification are
only two of several outstanding issues. You can read of a few others in my letter to Ezra
Levant, titled Have you changed your views on kosher certification? of 27-Mar-2002.

You Have A Role To Play

And so what is going to be your role concerning this parasitical attachment of the
rabbinate to the Canadian economy? You would seem to have two choices:


http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/foodind/processor_directory/2.6_water.pdf
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. you can put your media empire to work informing Canadian consumers that they
are being bilked, and informing Jews that the sharp practices of their leaders are
likely to incite negative feelings toward Jews collectively; or

. you can put your media empire to work on a cover-up of the bilking, on the ground
that Jewish bilking of non-Jews is justified by such things as the Ukrainian
"pogroms" that you heard about at your parents' knee.

Lubomyr Prytulak

HOME DISINFORMATION JEWISH TAX PEOPLE RAMBAM ASPER
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Israel Asper Letter 03 04-Jul-2002 The miracle of kosher vodka

"In a protection racket, the victim pays money so that his
windows won't be broken, his tires won't be slashed, and
his establishment won't be torched; but he is not proud of
his protection payments and does not advertise them."
Lubomyr Prytulak

04 July 2002

Israel Asper

Executive Chairman

CanWest Global Communications Corp.
3100 TD Centre, 201 Portage Avenue
Winnipeg MB R3B 3L7

Israel Asper:

When I was flabbergasted a while back to discover that the rabbinical
kosher surcharge had metastasized to drinking water (as I explained in my
letter to you of 16-May-2002), I thought that the world of kosher
certification could not possibly hold any more surprises for me but I have
encountered one more.

Glancing at the back label on an empty bottle of Stolichnaya vodka that I
was about to throw away (the bottle had been in the house for years, I
think, with its label escaping inspection), I noticed that it bore the Union of
Orthodox Jewish Congregations kosher logo on it the "U" inside a circle,
sometimes referred to as the "OU" for "Orthodox Union," and which you see
on the lower-right in the present letter.

At about the same time, I noticed a full-page Stolichnaya ad in the New
Yorker magazine, but could find no kosher symbol anywhere on that page,
which brings us back to a phenomenon that I asked you about in that
earlier letter of mine the phenomenon of manufacturers paying for kosher
certification, only to conceal it, or in this case to partly conceal it.

This fresh discovery called a flood of questions to mind, the three leading
ones being as follows:

1. If consumers preferred kosher-certified products, then kosher
certification would never be hidden. On the other hand, we would
expect kosher certification to be hidden if it worked like a protection
racket. In a protection racket, the victim pays money so that his
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windows won't be broken, his tires won't be slashed, and his
establishment won't be torched; but he is not proud of his
protection payments and does not advertise them. In the kosher
racket, similarly, perhaps the victim pays money solely for the
purpose of avoiding harm specifically, he pays so that he won't be
blocked from trading with other businesses that have joined the
exclusive kosher club; and he often hides the stigma of his
capitulation because he expects that displaying it will hurt sales.
The foremost question, then, is whether the driving force behind the
spread of kosher certification has little to do with religion and much
to do with extortion.

2. How much does the rabbinical surtax drain annually out of the
Canadian economy when all products and all kosher-certifying
agencies are taken into account?

3. Don't responsible rabbinical authorities agree that products like aluminum foil, laundry
bleach, drinking water, and vodka are exempt from kosher certification? In the case of
vodka, there appears to be pretty broad agreement that unflavored vodka which is what
I had does not require kosher certification, as is expressed, for example, in the following
two statements out of the many available:

All unflavored vodkas are recommended. Due to the many
problems of non-kosher ingredients often found in flavorings
(such as wine, civet, ambergris etc.), any flavored vodka
needs proper Hashgachic approval or thorough investigating
into each source and ingredient.

www.kosherquest.org/html/General Information On_Alcohol.htm

Date: Thu, 10 Jun 93 11:32:26 PDT
From: Miriam Nadel
Subject: Kosher Whiskey

On another related note, there was an interesting article in
the Wall Street Journal this past week about kosher vodka in
Poland. The basic dispute is between two rabbis, each of
whom claim to be the chief rabbi of Poland. One of them
requires vodka to have certification and the other does not.
(And so far as I know, most rabbis throughout the world do
not require vodka to be certified, though there may be
peculiarities about Polish vodka making procedures.)

shamash.org/listarchives/mail-jewish/volume?7/v7n78

However, the rule is complicated by vodka imported into the United States not being
granted automatic exclusion from certification by American rabbis, and is complicated also
perhaps by business interrelations that promise to take time to unravel, such as that
Stolichnaya is really owned by PepsiCo Wines & Spirits International, as can be seen at
www.alliancefr.com/users/kacher/kboire.htm something not acknowledged either on

Stolichnaya labels or in Stolichnaya ads.

So, anyway, here is a golden opportunity for you to demonstrate that you are for the Canadian
consumer and against the rabbinical scam artist, and, more generally, for openness and against
conspiracy which you can do by releasing the reporters in your media empire from the
prohibition against discussing kosher certification. You can safely expect that once the gags are
removed from their mouths, they will have much to say on the subject, and that your subscribers
will listen to what they have to say with both interest (in the secrets revealed) and gratitude (for
the money saved).


http://www.kosherquest.org/html/General_Information_On_Alcohol.htm
http://shamash.org/listarchives/mail-jewish/volume7/v7n78
http://www.alliancefr.com/users/kacher/kboire.htm

Lubomyr Prytulak
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Prytulak to Richardson

CANOLA HARVEST trade mark infringement

"How much annually over the past decade has James
Richardson International been collecting from Canadian
consumers in rabbinical surcharge, and how do these sums
compare to philanthropic donations dispensed by the
Richardson family over the same interval?'" Lubomyr

h Prytulak

=]

01 July 2003

Hartley T. Richardson
President and CEO

James Richardson & Sons Ltd
2800 One Lombard Place
Winnipeg, MB R3B 0X8

Hartley Richardson:

On 30-Jun-2003, I received a registered letter dated 27-Jun-2003 from your corporate counsel Jean-Marc Ruest, a copy of
which I have enclosed, and which raises issues that you may be able to dispose of expeditiously.

In the first place, the Ruest letter threatens me with a law suit for infringement of the CANOLA HARVEST trade mark for
having posted an image more than three years ago of CANOLA HARVEST MARGARINE packaging (along with images of the
packaging of 155 other products, it should be noted), within my Internet publication Jewish Tax: What I Found In My Pantry
on the Ukrainian Archive web site at www.ukar.org/tax02.shtml. As I make a rule of staying scrupulously within the law, I
can guarantee you instantaneous and full compliance with your request that I remove my image of the CANOLA HARVEST
MARGARINE packaging just as soon as you inform me what law it is that you think I have contravened. You mention only
"trade-mark legislation," which I take to mean the Canada Trade-marks Act (TMA), and I wonder if you have read this Act,
because I have, and I can tell you that it bears no relevance. See for yourself it's available online at
laws.justice.gc.ca/en/T-13. The entire Act addresses wrongful commercial activity, particularly someone's wrongfully
appropriating a trade mark so as to promote his business, whereas I am not engaged in any business. For example, the
TMA defines infringement as follows:

20. (1) The right of the owner of a registered trade-mark to its exclusive use shall
be deemed to be infringed by a person not entitled to its use under this Act who sells,
distributes or advertises wares or services in association with a confusing trade-mark
or trade-name [...].

As this statement is representative of the entire TMA, it is beyond question that the TMA does not apply to me, as I do not
sell or distribute or advertise any wares or any services, and I produce no confusion as to what trade mark rightfully belongs
to what product.

But perhaps you can instead fault me for depreciating CANOLA HARVEST goodwill:

22. (1) No person shall use a trade-mark registered by another person in a manner
that is likely to have the effect of depreciating the value of the goodwill attaching
thereto.

However, no sooner do we read the TMA definition of what it means to "use" than we recognize that the above Section 22(1)
doesn't apply to me either, as I do not "use" the CANOLA HARVEST trade mark:

4. (1) A trade-mark is deemed to be used in association with wares if, at the time of
the transfer of the property in or possession of the wares, in the normal course of
trade, it is marked on the wares themselves or on the packages in which they are
distributed or it is in any other manner so associated with the wares that notice of the
association is then given to the person to whom the property or possession is
transferred.

(2) A trade-mark is deemed to be used in association with services if it is used or
displayed in the performance or advertising of those services.

(3) A trade-mark that is marked in Canada on wares or on the packages in which
they are contained is, when the wares are exported from Canada, deemed to be used
in Canada in association with those wares.

And neither are you in a position to complain that even though trade-mark legislation is irrelevant, I nevertheless depreciate
CANOLA HARVEST goodwill. All I do is disclose that the "COR" on CANOLA HARVEST packaging stands for "COUNCIL OF
ORTHODOX RABBIS," and you will not come to court to confess that you know that disclosing this information elicits
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consumer aversion.

And neither am I able to comprehend the Ruest threat that James Richardson International will be "seeking an order of
damages." What damages? The only damages you could conceivably claim would be from consumers avoiding CANOLA
HARVEST products because they wished to avoid paying the rabbinical surcharge which is part of their price. But if your
position is that consumers prefer kosher products, then elementary logic obligates you to expect that my disclosing that any
CANOLA HARVEST product is kosher-certified will enhance product goodwill and increase sales in which haystack cannot
readily be found any needle of damages.

My writing on the subject of kosher certification disseminates information which is in the public interest. My presenting
images of product packaging, instead of merely alluding to the product name without any image, fortifies consumer memory
of which products are kosher certified, and teaches where on the packaging the kosher-certification information is to be
found, and precisely what it looks like. Thus, the image of the packaging, as exemplified below, is instructive and
educational and contributes toward raising consumer awareness of issues having profound economic and political
implications:

CHOLESTEROL FREE « LOW IN SATURATED FAT » NO ADDITIVES DR PRESERVATIVES
' $ANS GHOLESTEROL « FAIBLE TENEUR EN GRAS SATURES
+ SANS ADDITIF NI AGENT DE CONSERVATION «

Although I look with disapproval upon anyone undertaking frivolous and vexatious
litigation, especially when it is directed at me, I have to admit that it can bring the
substantial benefit of exposing and publicizing the wrong thinking and malevolent motives
of the plaintiff. In your case, the benefit of your litigation would be the attendant
publicity which would persuade Canadian consumers in increasing numbers to boycott
James Richardson International products until such time as you were able to provide
satisfactory answers to at least the following eleven questions:

1. The CANOLA HARVEST label above claims that your canola oil is "100% pure," KOSH ER‘

"cholesterol free," and with "no additives or preservatives." Consumers under the
impression that a pure vegetable product is exempt from kosher certification
might wish to be informed how James Richardson International came to be persuaded to have its canola oil kosher-
certified, and whether some rabbinical opinion would hold that such certification was groundless and purposeless, as
groundless and purposeless as they have deemed the certification of olive oil to be, and whether some kashruth
scholars would conclude that your paying for canola oil to be kosher-certified was a scam, and whether some among
these scholars might conclude that it was another in a long list of kosher-related scams.

My putting this question to you is prompted not only by my wondering how a pure vegetable product can require
kosher certification, and not only by my further wondering how it is possible that salt and sugar and pepper and
coffee and tea and vinegar and drinking water and aluminum foil and plastic bags and food-wrap film and laundry
detergent and laundry bleach are today being kosher-certified, and not only by my standing aghast at the proposal
by some that steel be kosher-certified, but is also encouraged by my observation that kashruth scholars find it
impossible to write about kosher certification without heavy reliance on the words corruption and fraud, as
exemplified in the two kashruth books in my possession bearing the titles The Book of Kashruth: A Treasury of Facts
& Frauds (by Seymour E. Freedman, 1970) and Fraud, Corruption, and Holiness: The Controversy Over the
Supervision of the Jewish Dietary Practice in New York (by Harold P. Gastwirt, 1974).

My first question to you, in short, is whether your kosher-certifying canola oil is part of a conspiracy to defraud the
public, and is a manifestation of the corruption of James Richardson International.

2. If there is no element of concealment in James Richardson International kosher certification of its products, then why
does JRI not expand the mysterious "COR" on its packaging to the informative "COUNCIL OF ORTHODOX RABBIS" of
which it is the acronym?

3. Can Safeway-brand canola oil displaying the same "COR 67" that CANOLA HARVEST displays be taken to mean that
Safeway canola oil is really a JRI product? If so, then this might imply that JRI pre-pays the kosher-certification fee
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for all the canola oil it produces, removing from secondary distributors whom JRI supplies the option of selling a
kosher-free product.

. How much annually over the past decade has James Richardson International been collecting from Canadian

consumers in rabbinical surcharge, and how do these sums compare to philanthropic donations dispensed by the
Richardson family over the same interval?

. Does kosher certification violate restraint-of-trade laws by coercing enterprises to kosher-certify under threat of

boycott, and if so then is not JRI a leading participant in activity which is both illegal and damaging to the Canadian
economy?

. Most of the meat that comes from Jewish ritual slaughter is sold to non-Jews without its origin being disclosed.

Some Canadian consumers might object to this practice for one or more of the following reasons:
o they do not wish to support Jewish ritual slaughter because of its excessive cruelty;
o they do not wish any portion of their food dollars going to the support of religion, particularly a religion of
which they may not be members; and
o they may fear that among the reasons for a ritual slaughterer rejecting meat for distribution to the kosher
market, and sending it out unidentified into the non-kosher market, is that he suspected it of being
contaminated or diseased.
Do you advocate that Canadian consumers be informed when their meat originates from Jewish ritual slaughter, or
are you for continuing the present practice of selling them ritual-slaughtered meat without telling them where it
comes from?

. As can be verified at www.ukar.org/tax.shtml, my repeated queries seeking information concerning kosher

certification have gone unanswered, as exemplified in two of my letters to Israel Asper:
o 16-May-2002 The miracle of kosher water

o 04-Jul-2002 The miracle of kosher vodka

If JRI agrees that stonewalling requests for information concerning kosher certification is proper, then this would
seem to be at variance with the JRI Operating Philosophy expressed in the James Richardson 1857 statement that

"Our goal is to be the kind of business organization in which people can place their trust."

. Do you agree that if James Richardson International labels any product as kosher, then the consumer has a right to

know precisely how preparation of the product has been altered to qualify it for kosher certification? If you do agree
that the consumer has this right, then you would seem to be under some obligation to disclose where you have
made such information available.

. For the sin of having convinced government authorities to abolish taxes on kosher meat and sabbath candles which

were burdensome to poor Jews but were a source of revenue for a handful of Jewish notables, Rabbi Avraham Cohen
was poisoned along with his young daughter on 06-Sep-1848 in Lviv, which brings to mind today the hypothesis that
the kosher tax may be less a Jewish tax, as it at first glance may appear to be, than a tax imposed by a handful of
Jewish notables, with Jews generally neither participating nor benefitting, but rather only bearing the burden of
increased product cost together with the heightened anti-Jewish feeling that is incited by the tax. For the purpose of
exculpating the Jewish people generally, and of placing the blame more selectively on the few who deserve it, do you
not think that it is important to fully disclose into exactly whose pockets the kosher tax revenues flow, and what
further distribution is made of these revenues, if any?

If the kosher surcharge, as it is imposed today, is responsible for inciting some anti-Jewish feeling, and if anti-Jewish
feeling of whatever origin is construed by some as anti-Semitism, then does not James Richardson International bear
responsibility for helping to incite anti-Semitism, and would not JRI's removing its kosher surcharge from at least its

canola oil contribute toward eradicating one of the causes of anti-Semitism?

As your threatened law suit is unsupported by either legislation or precedent, and as your damages are imaginary,
how do you refute the appearance that you are employing your vast wealth and power to impose the punishment of
sham litigation upon a consumer who has dared to make enquiries concerning the covert taxation of mainly the food
purchases of the entire population to enrich a handful of notables within a minority religion?

As the above questions are of broad interest, I look forward to publishing your answers to them over the duration of your
holding by means of your litigation my, and the world's, attention to the topic of James Richardson International
participation in the kosher scam.

Lubomyr Prytulak

cc:

Curt Vossen

President

James Richardson International
2800 One Lombard Place
Winnipeg, MB R3B 0X8

Jean-Marc Ruest

Corporate Counsel and Director, Industry Relations
Legal Department

2800 One Lombard Place

Winnipeg, MB R3B 0X8

Israel Asper

Executive Chairman

CanWest Global Communications Corp
3100 TD Centre, 201 Portage Avenue
Winnipeg MB R3B 3L7
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Concerning the kosher certification of Sifto Table Salt

"One group of rabbis even had sold a hekhsher on salt to a Gentile."
Harold P. Gastwirt

April 14, 2000

Gary Nosewort hy

| MC Sal t

Sifto Canada | nc.

5430 Ti nmberl ea Boul evard
M ssi ssauga, ON L4W 2T7

Gary Nosewort hy:

| amwiting in connection with Sifto Table Salt displaying a Council of Orthodox
Rabbi s "COR 69" kosher certification on its packagi ng.

Areyou awar e that some Jewish authorities have viewed the idea of
kosher-certifying table salt as absurd?

The followi ng two excerpts are exanpl es of what appears to be a ridiculing of the
idea that salt is susceptible to kosher certification:

After all [...] we don't |ook for Kosher diaper deodorants, or

Kosher bleaches [...]. And tell ne, isn't it ridiculous [...] for a
group of people who want to pronmote Kashruth to certify salt and
pepper and vinegar [...]?

Allen G Feld, witing in the Jewi sh Spectator, in Seymour E
Freednman, The Book of Kashruth: A Treasury of Kosher Facts & Frauds,
Bl och Publishing Conpany, New York, 1970, p. 171, blue enphasis
added.
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In his analysis of the state of the rabbinate in New York in 1896
CGerson Rosenzwei g, the editor of The Hebrew, accused Rabbi Drachman
of giving "tens of thousands of hekhsherim" He called Drachnan
“... the Dr. so and so who lives uptown and is a rabbi by their
standards, but not by ours. He took the nanme of Chief Rabbi and
made a deal with the butchers and made hinsel f Chief Rabbi
overnight." Rosenzweig clainmed that shohati mand butchers who did
not observe the Sabbath had bribed the rabbis to approve the kashrut
of their nmeat. One group of rabbis even had sold a hekhsher on salt
to a Gentile. [...] He enunerated the hekhsheri m which, according
to him they had given on sat, olive oil, soap for washing cl ot hes,
and stove polish, and which had been advertised in the Jew sh Tines,
publ i shed by Dr. Wechsler, one of the founders of the Council

Harold P. Gastwirt, Fraud, Corruption, and Holiness: The Controversy
Over the Supervision of Jewish Dietary Practice in New York City
1881- 1940, Kenni kat Press, Port Washington N. Y. and London, 1974,

pp. 82-83, blue enphasis added.

Has Sifto been convinced by a reading of the Jewish dietary laws?

In view of the possibility that there is no call within Jewish dietary law for the
kosher certification of table salt, it would have been prudent for Sifto to retain
i ndependent expert opinion on the question.

Areyou awarethat therelikely exists no evidence that adding the
COR 69 label to Sifto Table Salt packaging has increased sales?

The fluctuation in the sale of Sifto Table Salt over tine undoubtedly contains an
unpredi ctabl e or random conponent, such that it would be inpossible to identify

whi ch fluctuations could be attri buted to kosher certification. |In fact, one has no
i dea even of when to | ook —for exanple, news that kosher certification was being
consi dered m ght precede the announcenent of actual certification, so that an upward
blip in sales could antedate actual certification by several nonths; or announcenent
of certification could cause an upward blip in the days follow ng; or some nonths
following certification, consuners switching to Sifto only after they had used up
their existing stocks of salt. O should conparison be nmade to the sane tine | ast
year, guessing as to what allowance to make for natural growh? O should

conpari son be nade to sales of conpetitors? One can |ook at many different things
at many different tines, and all of themw Il be subject to multiple
interpretations, and all will be inconclusive. Anyone who believes pronotiona
clains that kosher certification increases sales nmay be suspected of gullibility.

Areyou awar e that any possibility of Sifto increasing salesthrough
kosher certification vanishes upon competitor s also acquiring kosher
certification?

If, as ny shoppi ng experience suggests, your chief conmpetitor in the Vancouver area
is Wndsor Salt produced by The Canadian Salt Conpany, and if Wndsor Salt acquired
kosher certification later than did Sifto Salt (as suggested by Wndsor Salt's COR
92 as conpared to Sifto's COR 69), then wouldn't Wndsor's kosher certification have



removed all possibility of kosher certification expanding market share for Sifto?

If it is the case that Sifto purchased kosher certification fromthe Council of

Ot hodox Rabbis hoping to increase nmarket share, were Sifto's hopes dashed when the
Council of Orthodox Rabbis |ater sold kosher certification to Sifto's main
conmpetitor as well?

Areyou in agreement with the desirability of truth in labelling?

The meani ng of "COR 69" is unknown to the vast mgjority of purchasers of Sifto Table
Salt. The consunmer woul d be closer to being adequately informed if the word
"KOSHER' and the Magen David were added to the certification |abel, as shown bel ow

OLD WAY: NEW WAY:

Secrecy in Labelling Truth in Labelling

KOSHER

COR &9

Are you in agreenent that Sifto is under an obligation to denystify esoteric

| abelling in this way, or would you hold that Sifto has a right to use its package

| abel ling to pass secret nmessages to a tiny minority of its consuners (as part of a
plan to take noney away fromthe mgjority, one mght add)? |If you feel that the
presence of the word "KOSHER' and of the Magen David woul d | ower sales, then does it
not foll ow that the public discovering that "COR 69" signifies kosher certification
will |ower sales for the same reasons?

Will Sifto offer consumers a kosher-freeversion of itstable salt?

Qut of consideration for consuners who mght object to a surcharge to support
religion added to their grocery bill, particularly when they are not nenbers of that
religion, and nore particularly when that surcharge is applied covertly, will Sifto
provide two versions of its product —a version nmarked with the word "KOSHER' and

t he Magen David, and a version either |abelled "KOSHER- FREE" or sinply unl abelled?
O fering both versions for sale side by side would bring two advant ages:

(1) It would offer Sifto purchasers a choice of paying the Council of Othodox
Rabbi s surcharge or avoiding it.

(2) It would permit Sifto for the first time to measure consuner preference. That
is, if clearly marked kosher and kosher-free versions of Sifto Table Salt were sold
side by side, then perhaps the effect of kosher |abelling on sales could be
deternmined for the first tinme.

O course there exists the danger that bringing to consuners' attention that any
Sifto products carry a kosher label night lead to their boycotting all Sifto
products, kosher together with kosher-free.

How is Sifto Table Salt made?



| expect that the salt-manufacturing process is an open one, explained in
publications available to all, viewable in filmdocunentaries, and accessible to

i nspection, as for exanple in public tours of Sifto plants. | wonder if Sifto wll
of fer the sane transparency with respect to the kosher-certification conponent of
its manufacturing process?

Specifically, how has Sifto production been nodified so as to conply with Jew sh
religious laws? How frequent is rabbinical inspection of Sifto plants, and of what
does this inspection consist, and is the nature of this inspection available for

vi ewi ng on videotape? Wat are the scientific or engineering qualifications of the
rabbi ni cal inspectors? WIIl anyone step forward to defend the proposition that as a
result of rabbinical supervision, Sifto Table Salt has beconme purer or nore hygienic
or nore nutritious? 1Is there anyone who will claimthat Sifto Table Salt is in any
detectable way different foll ow ng kosher certification fromwhat it was before?

How much does Sifto pay the Council of Orthodox Rabbis?

Coul d you inform Canadi an consunmers how nmuch Sifto currently pays the Council of
Ot hodox Rabbis for the use of the COR 69 | abel, and how much it has paid over the
entire period of kosher certification?

Do you know to what ends Council of Orthodox Rabbis kosher -
certification earnings are applied?

Do you have informati on on how Council of Othodox Rabbis kosher-certification
earnings are distributed, as for exanple what proportion of them goes toward
supporting the ethnic cleansing of Palestinians by the State of Israel, or what
proportion goes toward the expansion of Israel's nuclear arsenal, or what proportion
goes toward agitating in favor of the prosecution by Canada's nis-naned "war crimes
unit" of non-Jew sh East Europeans for conjectured immgration infractions conmtted
nore than half a century ago?

Lubonyr Prytul ak

HOME DISINFORMATION JEWISH TAX
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Concerning the kosher certification of Windsor Table Salt

"One group of rabbis even had sold a hekhsher on salt to a Gentile."
Harold P. Gastwirt

April 14, 2000

GQuy L. Leblanc

Vi ce President, Production & Adm nistration
The Canadi an Salt Conpany, Ltd.

7th Fl oor

755 Boul evard St. Jean

Pointe Claire, Quebec HOR 5MB

GQuy L. Lebl anc:

| amwiting in connection with Wndsor Table Salt displaying a Council of Orthodox
Rabbi s "COR 92" kosher certification on its packagi ng.

Areyou awar e that some Jewish authorities have viewed the idea of
kosher-certifying table salt as absurd?

The followi ng two excerpts are exanpl es of what appears to be a ridiculing of the
idea that salt is susceptible to kosher certification:

After all [...] we don't ook for Kosher diaper deodorants, or

Kosher bleaches [...]. And tell ne, isn't it ridiculous [...] for a
group of people who want to pronote Kashruth to certify salt and
pepper and vinegar [...]?

Allen G Feld, witing in the Jewi sh Spectator, in Seymour E
Freedman, The Book of Kashruth: A Treasury of Kosher Facts & Frauds,
Bl och Publishing Conpany, New York, 1970, p. 171, blue enphasis
added.
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In his analysis of the state of the rabbinate in New York in 1896
CGerson Rosenzwei g, the editor of The Hebrew, accused Rabbi Drachman
of giving "tens of thousands of hekhsherim" He called Drachnan
“... the Dr. so and so who lives uptown and is a rabbi by their
standards, but not by ours. He took the nanme of Chief Rabbi and
made a deal with the butchers and made hinsel f Chief Rabbi
overnight." Rosenzweig clainmed that shohati mand butchers who did
not observe the Sabbath had bribed the rabbis to approve the kashrut
of their nmeat. One group of rabbis even had sold a hekhsher on salt
to a Gentile. [...] He enunerated the hekhsheri m which, according
to him they had given on sat, olive oil, soap for washing cl ot hes,
and stove polish, and which had been advertised in the Jew sh Tines,
publ i shed by Dr. Wechsler, one of the founders of the Council

Harold P. Gastwirt, Fraud, Corruption, and Holiness: The Controversy
Over the Supervision of Jewish Dietary Practice in New York City
1881- 1940, Kenni kat Press, Port Washington N. Y. and London, 1974,

pp. 82-83, blue enphasis added.

HasWindsor Salt been convinced by a reading of the Jewish dietary
laws?

In view of the possibility that there is no call within Jewish dietary law for the
kosher certification of table salt, it would have been prudent for Wndsor Salt to
retai n i ndependent expert opinion on the question

Areyou awarethat therelikely exists no evidence that adding the
COR 92 |label to Windsor Salt packaging hasincreased sales?

The fluctuation in the sale of Wndsor Table Salt over tine undoubtedly contains an
unpredi ct abl e or random conmponent, such that it would be inpossible to identify

whi ch fluctuations could be attributed to kosher certification. |In fact, one has no
i dea even of when to | ook —for exanple, news that kosher certification was being
consi dered m ght precede the announcenent of actual certification, so that an upward
blip in sales could antedate actual certification by several nonths; or announcenent
of certification could cause an upward blip in the days follow ng; or some nonths
following certification, consunmers switching to Wndsor Salt only after they had
used up their existing stocks of salt. O should conparison be nade to the same
time | ast year, guessing as to what all owance to make for natural growmh? O should
conpari son be made to sales of conpetitors? One can | ook at nany different things
at many different tines, and all of themw Il be subject to nmultiple
interpretations, and all will be inconclusive. Anyone who believes pronotiona
clainms that kosher certification increases sales nmay be suspected of gullibility.

Areyou awar e that any possibility of Windsor Salt increasing sales
through kosher certification depends upon competitorslacking
kosher certification?

I f, as ny shoppi ng experience suggests, your chief conpetitor in the Vancouver area
is kosher-certified Sifto Salt produced by The IMC Salt Corporation, then it would



appear that once both brands were kosher-certified, kosher certification would be
able to win or |lose market share for neither of them Therefore, wouldn't salt
consumners be unburdened of two sets of kosher-certification fees, and woul dn't
mar ket shares remain unaffected, if both Wndsor and Sifto sinultaneously rid

t hensel ves of kosher certification?

Areyou in agreement with the desirability of truth in labelling?

The meani ng of "COR 92" is unknown to the vast mgjority of purchasers of Wndsor
Table Salt. The consunmer woul d be closer to being adequately informed if the word
"KOSHER' and the Magen David were added to the certification |abel, as shown bel ow

OLD WAY: NEW WAY:

Secrecy in Labelling Truth in Labelling

KOSHER

COR 92

Are you in agreenment that Wndsor Salt is under an obligation to denystify esoteric
labelling in this way, or would you hold that Wndsor Salt has a right to use its
package labelling to pass secret nessages to a tiny nmnority of its consuners (as
part of a plan to take noney away fromthe mgjority, one mght add)? |If you fee
that the presence of the word "KOSHER' and of the Magen David woul d | ower sal es,
then does it not follow that the public discovering that "COR 92" signifies kosher
certification will |ower sales for the sane reasons?

Will Windsor offer consumers a kosher -free version of itstable salt?

Qut of consideration for consuners who m ght object to a surcharge to support
religion added to their grocery bill, particularly when they are not nenbers of that
religion, and nore particularly when that surcharge is applied covertly, wll

W ndsor Salt provide two versions of its product —a version narked with the word
"KOSHER' and the Magen David, and a version either |abelled "KOSHER- FREE' or sinply
unl abelled? O fering both versions for sale side by side would bring two

advant ages:

(1) It would offer Wndsor Salt purchasers a choice of paying the Council of
Ot hodox Rabbis surcharge or avoiding it.

(2) I't would permit Wndsor Salt for the first tine to nmeasure consuner preference.
That is, if clearly marked kosher and kosher-free versions of Wndsor Table Salt
were sold side by side, then perhaps the effect of kosher labelling on sales could
be determined for the first tinme.

O course there exists the danger that bringing to consuners' attention that any
W ndsor Salt products carry a kosher |abel might |lead to their boycotting al
W ndsor Salt products, kosher together with kosher-free.

How isWindsor Table Salt made?



| expect that the salt-manufacturing process is an open one, explained in

publications available to all, viewable in filmdocunentaries, and accessible to
i nspection, as for exanple in public tours of Wndsor Salt plants. | wonder if
Wndsor Salt will offer the sane transparency with respect to the kosher-

certification conponent of its nmanufacturing process?

Specifically, how has Wndsor Salt production been nodified so as to conply with
Jewi sh religious |laws? How frequent is rabbinical inspection of Wndsor Salt

pl ants, and of what does this inspection consist, and is the nature of this

i nspection avail abl e for viewi ng on videotape? Wat are the scientific or

engi neering qualifications of the rabbinical inspectors? WIIl anyone step forward
to defend the proposition that as a result of rabbinical supervision, Wndsor Table
Salt has beconme purer or nore hygienic or nore nutritious? |Is there anyone who wll
claimthat Wndsor Table Salt is in any detectable way different follow ng kosher
certification fromwhat it was before?

How much does Windsor Salt pay the Council of Orthodox Rabbis?

Coul d you inform Canadi an consunmers how much Wndsor Salt currently pays the Counci
of Orthodox Rabbis for the use of the COR 92 | abel, and how nmuch it has paid over
the entire period of kosher certification?

Do you know to what ends Council of Orthodox Rabbis kosher -
certification earnings are applied?

Do you have informati on on how Council of Othodox Rabbis kosher-certification
earnings are distributed, as for exanple what proportion of them goes toward
supporting the ethnic cleansing of Palestinians by the State of Israel, or what
proportion goes toward the expansion of Israel's nuclear arsenal, or what proportion
goes toward agitating in favor of the prosecution by Canada's m s-naned "war crimes
unit" of non-Jew sh East Europeans for conjectured immgration infractions conmtted
nore than half a century ago?

Lubonyr Prytul ak
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Concerning the kosher certification of Canada Corn Starch

Some Canada Corn Starch consumers might object to a surcharge to
support religion added to their grocery bill, particularly when they
are not members of that religion, and more particularly when that
surcharge is applied without their awareness.

April 17, 2000

C. R Shoemate

Chai rman and CEO

Best f oods

I nternati onal Pl aza

700 Syl van Avenue

Engl ewood Cdiffs, NJ USA 07632-9976

C. R Shoenmnte:

| amwiting in connection with the Canada Corn Starch that | purchased in Vancouver
BC di spl ayi ng the Uni on of Othodox Jew sh Congregations "OU' kosher-certification
| abel on its packagi ng:

FECULE DE mMals

CANADA

CORM STARCH -
{_100% PURE |

Will Bestfoods offer consumer s a kosher -free version of its Canada
Corn Starch?

Some Canada Corn Starch consumers nmight object to a surcharge to support religion
added to their grocery bill, particularly when they are not nenbers of that

religion, and nore particularly when that surcharge is applied w thout their

awar eness. Sone consuners mght particularly object to kosher certification being

t he occasion of that surcharge, as it calls to mnd the possibility that the
surcharge mght ultimately be used to support causes of which the consuner

di sapproves, such as the ethnic cleansing of Palestinians in the Mddle East, or the
expansi on of the Israeli nuclear arsenal, or the support of inhunmane nethods of
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sl aughter right here in Canada. |n consideration of such consunmers —who possibly
greatly out nunber those who observe kosher dietary restrictions —w || Bestfoods
of fer a kosher-free version of its Canada Corn Starch? O fering kosher and non-
kosher versions for sale side by side would bring two advant ages:

(1) It would of fer Canada Corn Starch purchasers a choice of paying the Union of
Ot hodox Jew sh Congregations surcharge or avoiding it.

(2) It would permt Canada Corn Starch for the first tine to nmeasure consumer
preference. That is, if clearly marked kosher and kosher-free versions of Canada
Corn Starch were sold side by side, then perhaps the effect of kosher |abelling on
sales could be deternmined for the first tine.

Areyou in agreement with the desirability of truth in labelling?

The rmeani ng of the "OU' label is unknown to the vast najority of consuners.
Consuners would be better informed if the word "KOSHER' and the Magen David were
added to any certification | abel that Canada Corn Starch m ght continue to use, as
illustrated bel ow

OLD WAY: NEW WAY:

Secrecy in Labelling Truth in Labelling

KOSHER

o 2

@

Are you in agreenent that Canada Corn Starch is under an obligation to denystify
esoteric labelling in this way, or would you hold that Canada Corn Starch has a
right to use its package labelling to pass secret nessages to a tiny mnority of its
consuners?

If you feel that the presence of the word "KOSHER' and of the Magen David woul d
| oner sales, then does it not follow that the public discovering that "OU' signifies
kosher certification would | ower sales for the sane reasons?

| s Bestfoods the victim of kosher fraud?

| first bring to your attention that the kosher certification of products that do
not require kosher certification has been identified by kosher authorities as one of
the several varieties of kosher fraud, and as well that the kosher certification
agency that first cones to mind in connection with this variety of kosher fraud is
the Union of Orthodox Jewi sh Congregations:



When a responsi bl e Kashruth supervi sing agency such as the Union of
Ot hodox Jewi sh Congregations sells its hechsher to conpani es that
actually do not require Kashruth supervision, it is the kind of
abuse that degrades the prestige of Kashruth. To do so is to be on
a par with those who fleece the innocent by persuading themto
purchase honme appliances they really do not need. And when such
activities are perpetrated under the guise of religious observances,
the crine is greatly conpounded!

Seynmour E. Freedman, The Book of Kashruth: A Treasury of Kosher
Facts & Frauds, Bl och Publishing Conpany, New York, 1970, pp. 171-
172.

Awar eness of the fraud of kosher-certifying products that are exenpt from kosher
certification is particularly relevant to our discussion, as corn starch has been
listed as one of the products that is exenpt, and that is susceptible to this
variety of fraud:

There is also a nore delicate formof extortion associated with
Kashruth. [...] For exanple, a conpany will enquire about Kashruth
supervision for its product. The truth of the matter is that this
product woul d be acceptable even w thout supervision, as may be the
case with window cleaning |iquid, toothpicks, aspirin, cornstarch,

di aper detergents, etc. The conpany is not inforned that they can
sell their product in the Kosher market w thout supervision.

Instead, the conpany is induced to purchase Kashruth supervision

Seynmour E. Freedman, The Book of Kashruth: A Treasury of Kosher
Facts & Frauds, Bl och Publishing Conpany, New York, 1970, pp. 170-
171, blue enphasi s added.

How is Canada Corn Starch made?

| expect that the corn-starch manufacturing process is an open one, explained in
publications available to all, viewable in filmdocunentaries, and accessible to

i nspection, as for exanple in public tours of Canada Corn Starch plants. | wonder
if Canada Corn Starch will offer the sane transparency with respect to the kosher-
certification conponent of its manufacturing process?

Specifically, how has Canada Corn Starch production been nodified so as to conply
with Jewish religious |aws? How frequent is rabbinical inspection of Canada Corn
Starch plants, and of what does this inspection consist, and is the nature of this
i nspection avail abl e for viewi ng on videotape? Wat are the scientific or

engi neering qualifications of the rabbinical inspectors? WII| anyone step forward
to defend the proposition that as a result of rabbinical supervision, Canada Corn
Starch has becone purer or nore hygienic or nore nutritious? |Is there anyone who
will claimthat Canada Corn Starch is in any detectable way different follow ng
kosher certification fromwhat it was before?

How much does Canada Corn Starch pay the Union of Orthodox
Jewish Congregations?



Coul d you i nform Canadi an consuners how rmuch Canada Corn Starch currently pays the
Uni on of Orthodox Jewi sh Congregations for the use of the "QU' I abel, and how nuch
it has paid over its entire period of kosher certification?

Moreinformation is available

For a nore detail ed di scussion of the kosher-certification business, in which
addi ti onal reasons are proposed for avoiding kosher certification, and in which
Canada Corn Starch is nmentioned in several docunents, please consult the Ukrainian
Archive at:

http://ww. ukar. org/tax.shtn

Lubonyr Prytul ak

HOME DISINFORMATION JEWISH TAX
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Concerning the kosher certification of Maxwell House Coffee

Some Maxwell House Coffee consumers might object to a surcharge
to support religion added to their grocery bill, particularly when they
are not members of that religion, and more particularly when that
surcharge is applied without their awareness.

April 17, 2000

Bob Eckert

Presi dent & CEO
Kraft Foods

Three Lakes Drive
Northfield, IL
USA 60093

Bob Eckert:
| amwiting in connection with the Maxwell House Coffee that | purchased in

Vancouver BC displaying the Montreal Vaad Hair kosher-certification logo on its
packagi ng:

GOOD TO THE LAST DROP*

“HOUSE

100% PURE COFFEE

Will Kraft Foods offer consumer s a kosher -free ver sion of its
Maxwell House Coffee?

Sonme Maxwel | House Coffee consumers mght object to a surcharge to support religion
added to their grocery bill, particularly when they are not nmenbers of that
religion, and nore particularly when that surcharge is applied w thout their

awar eness. Sone consurers mght particularly object to kosher certification being
the occasion of that surcharge, as it calls to mind the possibility that the
surcharge might ultimtely be used to support causes of which the consuner
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di sapproves, such as the ethnic cleansing of Palestinians in the Mddle East, or the
expansi on of the Israeli nuclear arsenal, or the support of inhumane net hods of

sl aughter right here in North Anerica. In consideration of such consuners —who
possi bly greatly outnunber those who observe kosher dietary restrictions —will

Kraft Foods offer a kosher-free version of its Maxwell House Coffee? O fering
kosher and non-kosher versions for sale side by side would bring two advant ages:

(1) It would of fer Maxwel|l House Coffee purchasers a choice of paying the Mntrea
Vaad Hair surcharge or avoiding it.

(2) It would permt Maxwell House Coffee for the first tine to nmeasure consuner
preference. That is, if clearly marked kosher and kosher-free versions of Maxwel |
House Cof fee were sold side by side, then perhaps the effect of kosher |abelling on
sales could be deternmined for the first tine.

Areyou in agreement with the desirability of truth in labelling?

The meani ng of the Montreal Vaad Hair logo is unknown to the vast najority of
consuners. Consuners would be better inforned if the word "KOSHER' and the Magen
David were added to any certification |abel that Maxwell House Coffee m ght continue
to use, as illustrated bel ow

OLD WAY: NEW WAY:

Secrecy in Labelling Truth in Labelling

KOSHER

® XX

Lo

Are you in agreenent that Maxwell House Coffee is under an obligation to denystify
esoteric labelling in this way, or would you hold that Maxwell House Coffee has a
right to use its package labelling to pass secret nessages to a tiny mnority of its
consumners?

If you feel that the presence of the word "KOSHER' and of the Magen David woul d

| ower sales, then does it not followthat the public discovering that the Mntrea
Vaad Hair |ogo signifies kosher certification would | ower sales for the sane
reasons?

| s Kraft Foodsthe victim of kosher fraud?

| first bring to your attention that the kosher certification of products that do
not require kosher certification has been identified by kosher authorities as one of
the |l eading varieties of kosher fraud:



When a responsi bl e Kashruth supervi sing agency such as the Union of
Ot hodox Jewi sh Congregations sells its hechsher to conpani es that
actually do not require Kashruth supervision, it is the kind of
abuse that degrades the prestige of Kashruth. To do so is to be on
a par with those who fleece the innocent by persuading themto
purchase honme appliances they really do not need. And when such
activities are perpetrated under the guise of religious observances,
the crine is greatly conpounded!

Seynmour E. Freedman, The Book of Kashruth: A Treasury of Kosher
Facts & Frauds, Bl och Publishing Conpany, New York, 1970, pp. 171-
172.

There is also a nore delicate formof extortion associated wth
Kashruth. [...] For exanple, a conpany will enquire about Kashruth
supervision for its product. The truth of the matter is that this
product woul d be acceptabl e even w thout supervision, as may be the
case with window cleaning liquid, toothpicks, aspirin, corn starch
di aper detergents, etc. The conpany is not inforned that they can
sell their product in the Kosher market wi thout supervision.

I nstead, the conpany is induced to purchase Kashruth supervision

Seynmour E. Freedman, The Book of Kashruth: A Treasury of Kosher
Facts & Frauds, Bl och Publishing Conpany, New York, 1970, pp. 170-
171.

Awar eness of the fraud of kosher-certifying products that are exenpt from kosher
certification is particularly relevant to our discussion, as coffee has been listed
as one of the products that is exenpt, and that is susceptible to this variety of
fraud:

Basic Kashrut

by Penina Taylor edited by Rabbi Yeshaiah
Heiliczer

copyright 1994 Knesset HaShuvim Congregation. All rights
reserved

NO CERTIFICATION NEEDED

Some products do not require certification or for some reason do not
contain a mark even though they are consi dered kosher by conpetent




Orthodox authorities. SOVE of these are:

. eggs

. cowmlk bottled in the U S. (not all agree)

. 100% fl our or sugar

. 100% appl e juice

. 100% orange juice (not nmixed fruit)

. 100% coffee (unflavored)

. 100% tea (herbal/flavored tea should be certified)

. most pure spices (although McKorm ck and some others are
certified)

. dry beans

. oatneal (plain)

. fruits and vegetables (fresh or frozen, totally unprocessed)

. Coca Col a

. Runford baki ng powder

. MBM s

Excerpted from ww.execpc.com ~dwol fe/kashrut.htm, blue enphasis
added.

How is Maxwell House Coffee made?

| expect that the coffee manufacturing process is an open one, explained in
publications available to all, viewable in filmdocunentaries, and accessible to

i nspection, as for exanple in public tours of Maxwell House Coffee plants. | wonder
if Maxwell House Coffee will offer the sane transparency with respect to the kosher-
certification conponent of its manufacturing process?

Specifically, how has Maxwel | House Cof fee production been nodified so as to conply
with Jewish religious |aws? How frequent is rabbinical inspection of Maxwell House
Coffee plants, and of what does this inspection consist, and is the nature of this
i nspection avail abl e for viewi ng on videotape? Wat are the scientific or

engi neering qualifications of the rabbinical inspectors? WII| anyone step forward
to defend the proposition that as a result of rabbinical supervision, Mxwell House
Cof f ee has beconme purer or nore hygienic or nore nutritious? |Is there anyone who
will claimthat Maxwel|l House Coffee is in any detectable way different follow ng
kosher certification fromwhat it was before?

How much does Maxwell House Coffee pay Montreal Vaad Hair?

Coul d you i nform Canadi an consunmers how much Maxwel| House Coffee currently pays
Montreal Vaad Hair for the use of its |logo, and how nuch it has paid over its entire
peri od of kosher certification?

Moreinformation is available

For a nore detail ed di scussion of the kosher-certification business, in which
addi ti onal reasons are proposed for avoiding kosher certification, and in which
Maxwel | House Coffee is nentioned in several docunents, please consult the Ukrainian
Archive at:


http://www.execpc.com/~dwolfe/kashrut.html

http://ww. ukar. org/tax.shtn

Lubonyr Prytul ak
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Concerning the kosher certification of Minute Maid Orange
Juice

Some Minute Maid Orange Juice consumers might object to a
surcharge to support religion added to their grocery bill,
particularly when they are not members of that religion, and
more particularly when that surcharge is applied without
their awareness.

April 17, 2000

Ral ph Cooper, President
The M nute Maid Conpany
P. O Box 2079

Houst on, TX

USA 77252- 2079

Ral ph Cooper:

| amwiting in connection with the Mnute Maid Orange Juice that |
pur chased i n Vancouver BC displaying the Council of Othodox Rabbis kosher-
certification COR 226 | ogo on its packagi ng:

Minute
Mald

PI’F?IIIIJTI e

Will The Minute Maid Company offer consumer s a kosher -
freeversion of its Minute Maid Orange Juice?

Sonme M nute Maid Orange Jui ce consunmers nmight object to a surcharge to
support religion added to their grocery bill, particularly when they are
not menbers of that religion, and nore particularly when that surcharge is
applied without their awareness. Sonme consuners nmight particularly object
to kosher certification being the occasion of that surcharge, as it calls
to mind the possibility that the surcharge nmight ultimately be used to
support causes of which the consuner di sapproves, such as the ethnic

cl eansing of Palestinians in the Mddl e East, or the expansion of the
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I sraeli nuclear arsenal, or inhunane nethods of slaughter right here in
North Anmerica. |n consideration of such consuners —who possibly greatly
out nunber those who observe kosher dietary restrictions —wi |l The Mnute
Mai d Conpany of fer a kosher-free version of its Mnute Maid Orange Juice?
O fering kosher and non-kosher versions for sale side by side will bring
two advant ages:

(1) It will offer Mnute Maid Orange Juice purchasers a choice of paying
the Council of Othodox Rabbis surcharge or avoiding it.

(2) It will permit The Mnute Maid Conpany for the first tinme to neasure
consuner preference. That is, if clearly marked kosher and kosher-free
versions of Mnute Maid Orange Juice were sold side by side, then perhaps
the effect of kosher labelling on sales could be determ ned for the first
tinme.

Areyou in agreement with the desirability of truth in
labelling?

The nmeani ng of the Council of Othodox Rabbis COR 226 | ogo i s unknown to
the vast majority of consumers. Consuners would be better inforned if the
word "KOSHER' and the Magen David were added to any certification |abel
that Mnute Maid Orange Juice might continue to use, as illustrated bel ow

OLD WAY: NEW WAY:

Secrecy in Labelling Truth in Labelling

KOSHER
COR 226 Xix
COR 226

Are you in agreenment that The Mnute Maid Conpany is under an obligation to
denystify esoteric labelling in this way, or would you hold that The M nute
Mai d Conpany has a right to use its package | abelling to pass secret
messages to a tiny mnority of its consuners?

If you feel that the presence of the word "KOSHER' and of the Magen David
woul d | ower sales, then does it not follow that the public discovering that
the COR acronym stands for Council of Othodox Rabbis, and that the COR 226
| ogo signifies kosher certification, would | ower sales for the sane
reasons?

|s The Minute Maid Company the victim of kosher fraud?

| first bring to your attention that the kosher certification of products
that do not require kosher certification has been identified as one of the
| eadi ng varieties of kosher fraud:



When a responsi bl e Kashruth supervising agency such as
the Union of Orthodox Jewi sh Congregations sells its
hechsher to conpani es that actually do not require
Kashruth supervision, it is the kind of abuse that
degrades the prestige of Kashruth. To do so is to be on
a par with those who fleece the innocent by persuading
themto purchase hone appliances they really do not

need. And when such activities are perpetrated under
the guise of religious observances, the crime is greatly
conpounded!

Seynour E. Freednan, The Book of Kashruth: A Treasury of
Kosher Facts & Frauds, Bl och Publishing Conmpany, New
York, 1970, pp. 171-172.

There is also a nore delicate formof extortion
associated with Kashruth. [...] For exanple, a conpany
wi || enquire about Kashruth supervision for its

product. The truth of the matter is that this product
woul d be acceptabl e even w t hout supervision, as may be
the case with w ndow cl eaning |iquid, toothpicks,
aspirin, corn starch, diaper detergents, etc. The
conpany is not informed that they can sell their product
in the Kosher market w thout supervision. Instead, the
conmpany is induced to purchase Kashruth supervision.

Seynmour E. Freedman, The Book of Kashruth: A Treasury of
Kosher Facts & Frauds, Bl och Publishing Conpany, New
York, 1970, pp. 170-171.

Awar eness of the fraud of kosher-certifying products that are exenpt from
kosher certification is particularly relevant to our discussion, as pure
orange juice has been listed as one of the products that is exenpt, and
that is susceptible to this variety of fraud:

Basic Kashrut

by Penina Taylor edited by Rabbi
Yeshaiah Heiliczer

copyright 1994 Knesset HaShuvim Congregation. All
rights reserved

NO CERTIFICATION NEEDED

Some products do not require certification or for sone
reason do not contain a mark even though they are




consi dered kosher by conpetent Orthodox authorities.
SOME of these are:

. eggs

. cowmnmlk bottled in the U S. (not all agree)

. 100% fl our or sugar

. 100% appl e juice

. 100% orangejuice (not mixed fruit)

. 100% cof fee (unfl avored)

. 100% tea (herbal/flavored tea should be certified)

. nmost pure spices (although McKorm ck and sone
others are certified)

. dry beans

. oatneal (plain)

. fruits and vegetables (fresh or frozen, totally
unpr ocessed)

. Coca Col a

. Runford baki ng powder

. MBM s

Excerpted from wwmv execpc. conl ~dwol fe/kashrut.htm,
bl ue enphasi s added.

In view of the above, there can be little doubt that The Mnute Mid
Conmpany could readily find reputable authorities who would confirmthat
kosher certification of pure orange juice is needless, and that the notives
of those selling such certification are not religious, but nercenary.

How is Minute Maid Orange Juice made?

| expect that the orange juice manufacturing process is an open one,

explained in publications available to all, viewable in film docunentaries,
and accessible to inspection, as for exanple in public tours of Mnute Mid
Orange Juice plants. | wonder if The Mnute Maid Conpany will offer the

same transparency with respect to the kosher-certification conmponent of its
manuf act uri ng process?

Specifically, how has M nute Maid Orange Juice production been nodified so
as to conmply with Jewi sh religious |laws? How frequent is rabbinical

i nspection of Mnute Maid Orange Juice plants, and of what does this

i nspection consist, and is the nature of this inspection available for

vi ewi ng on vi deotape? What are the scientific or engineering
qualifications of the rabbinical inspectors? WII anyone step forward to
defend the proposition that as a result of rabbinical supervision, Mnute
Mai d Orange Jui ce has become purer or nore hygienic or nore nutritious? 1Is
there anyone who will claimthat Mnute Maid Orange Juice is in any
detectabl e way different followi ng kosher certification fromwhat it was
bef ore?

How much does The Minute Maid Company pay Council of
Orthodox Rabbis?

Coul d you inform consuners how nuch The M nute Maid Conpany currently pays
the Council of Othodox Rabbis for the use of its |ogo, and how nuch it has


http://www.execpc.com/~dwolfe/kashrut.html

paid over its entire period of kosher certification?

Moreinformation is available

For a nore detail ed discussion of the kosher-certification business, in
whi ch additional reasons are proposed for avoidi ng kosher certification,
and in which Mnute Maid Orange Juice is nentioned in several docunents,
pl ease consult the Ukrainian Archive at:

http://ww. ukar.org/tax.shtni

Lubonyr Prytul ak

HOME DISINFORMATION JEWISH TAX
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Concerning the kosher certification of Javex Bleach

Some Javex Bleach consumers might object to a surcharge to support
religion added to their supermarket bill bill, particularly when they
are not members of that religion, and more particularly when that
surcharge is applied without their awareness.

April 17, 2000

Reuben Mark, Chairman & CEO
Col gat e- Pal nol i ve

300 Pak Avenue

New Yor k, NY

USA 10022

Reuben Mar k:

| amwiting in connection with the Javex Bl each that | purchased in Vancouver BC
di spl aying the Council of Othodox Rabbis kosher-certification COR 70 logo on its
packagi ng:

NEW!
Javex

Bl EACHING
SYSTE

Bleach for

Will Colgate-Palmolive offer consumers a kosher-free version of
Javex Bleach?

Sonme Javex Bl each consuners might object to a surcharge to support religion added to
their supermarket bill, particularly when they are not nenbers of that religion, and
nore particularly when that surcharge is applied without their awareness. Some
consuners mght particularly object to kosher certification being the occasion of
that surcharge, as it calls to mnd the possibility that the surcharge m ght
ultimately be used to support causes of which the consurmer disapproves, such as the
ethnic cleansing of Palestinians in the Mddle East, or the expansion of the |srael
nucl ear arsenal, or inhunmane nethods of slaughter right here in North Anerica. In
consi deration of such consuners —who possibly greatly outnunber those who observe
kosher dietary restrictions —wi |l Col gate-Pal nolive offer a kosher-free version of
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its Javex Bleach? Ofering kosher and non-kosher versions for sale side by side
will bring two advant ages:

(1) It will offer Javex Bl each purchasers a choice of paying the Council of Othodox
Rabbi s surcharge or avoiding it.

(2) It will permt Colgate-Palnolive for the first tine to measure consumner
preference. That is, if clearly marked kosher and kosher-free versions of Javex

Bl each were sold side by side, then perhaps the effect of kosher |abelling on sales
could be determined for the first tine.

Areyou in agreement with the desirability of truth in labelling?

The neani ng of the Council of Othodox Rabbis COR 70 | ogo is unknown to the vast
majority of consuners. Consuners would be better informed if the word "KOSHER' and
the Magen David were added to any certification |abel that Javex Bl each night
continue to use, as illustrated bel ow

OLD WAY: NEW WAY:

Secrecy in Labelling Truth in Labelling

KOSHER
XX
COR 70

Are you in agreenment that Col gate-Palnolive is under an obligation to denystify
esoteric labelling in this way, or would you hold that Col gate-Pal nolive has a right
to use its package labelling to pass secret nessages to a tiny mnority of its
consuners?

If you feel that the presence of the word "KOSHER' and of the Magen David woul d

| ower sales, then does it not follow that the public discovering that the COR
acronym stands Council of Othodox Rabbis, and that the COR 70 | ogo signifies kosher
certification, would | ower sales for the sane reasons?

| s Colgate-Palmolive the victim of kosher fraud?

| first bring to your attention that the kosher certification of products that do
not require kosher certification has been identified as one of the | eading varieties
of kosher fraud:



When a responsi bl e Kashruth supervi sing agency such as the Union of
Ot hodox Jewi sh Congregations sells its hechsher to conpani es that
actually do not require Kashruth supervision, it is the kind of
abuse that degrades the prestige of Kashruth. To do so is to be on
a par with those who fleece the innocent by persuading themto
purchase honme appliances they really do not need. And when such
activities are perpetrated under the guise of religious observances,
the crine is greatly conpounded!

Seynmour E. Freedman, The Book of Kashruth: A Treasury of Kosher
Facts & Frauds, Bl och Publishing Conpany, New York, 1970, pp. 171-
172.

There is also a nore delicate formof extortion associated wth
Kashruth. [...] For exanple, a conpany will enquire about Kashruth
supervision for its product. The truth of the matter is that this
product woul d be acceptabl e even w thout supervision, as may be the
case with window cleaning liquid, toothpicks, aspirin, corn starch
di aper detergents, etc. The conpany is not inforned that they can
sell their product in the Kosher market wi thout supervision.

I nstead, the conpany is induced to purchase Kashruth supervision

Seynmour E. Freedman, The Book of Kashruth: A Treasury of Kosher
Facts & Frauds, Bl och Publishing Conpany, New York, 1970, pp. 170-
171.

Awar eness of the fraud of selling kosher certification of products that are exenpt
from kosher certification is particularly relevant to our discussion, as the kosher
literature includes bleach anbng the products that are obviously exenpt, and that
nmay be susceptible to this variety of fraud:

After all [...] we don't |ook for Kosher diaper deodorants, or
Kosher bleaches [...]. And tell ne, isn't it ridiculous [...] for a
group of people who want to prompte Kashruth to certify salt and
pepper and vinegar [...]?

Allen G Feld, witing in the Jewi sh Spectator, in Seymour E
Freedman, The Book of Kashruth: A Treasury of Kosher Facts & Frauds,
Bl och Publishi ng Company, New York, 1970, p. 171, blue enphasis
added.

In view of the above, there can be little doubt that Col gate-Pal nolive could find
reputabl e authorities who would confirmthat kosher certification of Javex Bleach is
needl ess, and that the notives of those selling such certification are not

religious, but nercenary.

How is Javex Bleach manufactured?

| expect that the Javex Bl each manufacturing process is an open one, explained in
publications available to all, viewable in filmdocunentaries, and accessible to



i nspection, as for exanple in public tours of Javex Bleach plants. | wonder if
Col gate-Pal molive will offer the same transparency with respect to the kosher-
certification conponent of its manufacturing process?

Specifically, how has Javex Bl each production been nodified so as to conply with

Jewi sh religious laws? How frequent is rabbinical inspection of Javex Bl each

pl ants, and of what does this inspection consist, and is the nature of this

i nspection avail able for viewi ng on videotape? Wat are the scientific or

engi neering qualifications of the rabbinical inspectors? WII| anyone step forward
to defend the proposition that as a result of rabbinical supervision, Javex Bl each
has becone purer or nore hygienic or nore effective? |Is there anyone who will claim
that Javex Bleach is in any detectable way different follow ng kosher certification
fromwhat it was before?

How much does Colgate-Palmolive pay the Council of Orthodox
Rabbis?

Coul d you inform consunmers how rmuch Col gat e-Pal nolive currently pays the Council of
Ot hodox Rabbis for the use of its |Iogo on Javex Bl each, and how much it has paid
over its entire period of kosher certification?

Moreinformation is available

For a nore detail ed discussion of the kosher-certification business, in which
addi ti onal reasons are proposed for avoiding kosher certification, and in which
Javex Bleach is nentioned in several docunents, please consult the Ukrainian Archive
at :

http://ww. ukar. org/tax. shtn

Lubonyr Prytul ak
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Kevin Michadl Grace: Isthiskosher?

"It's likely that most of the packaged foods in your fridge have a kosher
symbol — go check!" — Lubavitch BC

Some ways you coul d give editor-publisher Link Byfield of The Report Newsnagazi ne
feedback on the material on this page:

EMAI L ar @ncentre. net
PHONE (780) 486-2277
FAX (780) 486-1690
MAI L 17327 106A Avenue NW Ednonton, Al berta, Canada T5S 1M/

The Report Newsmagazine
British Columbia Edition
08-M ay-2000

| sthis kosher ?

Y ou probably don't know it,
but most of the food you eat
probably is

by KEVIN MICHAEL GRACE

"Kosher" neans "fit" —fit for Orthodox Jews to eat. The nunber of Jews in Canada
i s about 300,000 and Orthodox Jews are a small fraction of that. So why do so many
food products sold in Canada bear kosher | abel s?

This is what Vancouverite Lubomyr Prytulak, a retired University of Western Ontario
psychol ogy professor, is asking. On his Ukrainian Archive website (ww. ukar. org),
he reports, "Had soneone asked ne a few days before 14Dec99 how many products | had
in nmy house that bore a kosher | abel, | would have said none. At around that tine,
however, | |earned sonething about kosher labelling and actually nade a count and
was astounded to discover that ny count reached 90." The count has since risen to
155. It includes everything fromfood products to steel, and conveys only that a
rabbi has declared them"fit."

A panmphl et, Kosher Fitness: \Wat a Concept!, produced by Lubavitch BC expl ains,
"Chances are, nine out of 10, that the cereal you ate this norning was kosher. As
many as 65% of the foods in your supermarket are already kosher. [It's likely that
nost of the packaged foods in your fridge have a kosher synbol —go check!"
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The panphlet pronoted | ast nonth's "Wek of Kosher Awareness."” There were displays
in several |GA supermarkets in Vancouver, including one at 41st and Dunbar. Its
manager (who refused to be identified) says his display followed the visit "of one
of the rabbis in the nei ghbourhood, who said it would be useful because people don't
know how many different kosher labels there are." The manager referred further
questions to the district manager of H. Y. Louie (which owns Vancouver's | GA stores),
but calls to this woman and her assistant went unreturned.

Kosher Fitness clains, "If you re used to thinking of kosher as an antiquated health
prescription, think again. Kosher guidelines are part of a conscientious, in-tune
lifestyle." This trend was noted in 1970 by Seynour E. Freednman, whose The Book of
Kashruth: A Treasury of Kosher Fact and Frauds, cites "the new i mage given Jew sh
foods by nodern, aggressive advertising, which declares, 'You don't have to be

Jewi sh to love Jewish foods.'" "This may be true,” M. Freednan admts. "But

Jew sh cooking was traditionally prepared to excite the soul!”. He explains that
Kashruth (the kosher state) is a nmitzvah (commandnent) contained in the Torah (the
first five books of the Bible) —and, like alnost all mtzvahs, "is one of those
commandnent s for whose observance no reason is given."

Kashruth forbids, anong other things, the eating of pig, shellfish and scavenger
animal s, of neat fromwhich the bl ood has not been drained, and the cooking of neat
and dairy together. Kosher nmeat conmes fromanimals ritually slaughtered in a single
notion with a razor-sharp, unblenm shed knife.

Kosher Fitness enthuses, "It comes as no surprise that what's good for the sou
turns out to be good for the body." This is not the mgjority view Othodox Rabb
Shul em Rubi n, head of the kosher inspection division of the New York State
Departnent of Agriculture, said in 1987, "Kosher doesn't taste any better; kosher
isn't healthier; kosher doesn't have | ess sal nonella."

Kosher | abels, which are arcane and various, are authorized by various Jew sh
organi zations. The costs to producers and consuners is largely secret, although a
1975 New York Times article cited by M. Prytulak clains that costs levied at that
time ranged "from $250 for 'nom and- pop' operations to $40,000 for a nulti-plant
corporation." Gven that non-Jews consune nost kosher food, M. Prytul ak
characterizes kosher labelling as a "Jewish tax." He adds, "I've got to admt that
the kosher tax is unlike other taxes in nore ways than one. For exanple, if the
government levies a tax, then at |east the consumer knows how large it is and can
pretty much see what the tax revenue is being spent on, whereas he knows neither of
these in the case of the kosher tax."

M. Prytulak has witten of his concerns, including whether the Canadi an Jew sh
Congress profits from kosher labelling, to CIC president Mbshe Ronen. He has
received no reply. M. Ronen was unavail able for conmrent, but CJC executive vice-
president Jack Silverstone is unaware of the correspondence. He states that the CIC
derives "no benefits" from kosher |abelling and that |abelling has "no effect" on
products (except for those used in such religious observances as the Passover

Seder) .

M. Prytulak woul d be happy with what he calls "truth in labelling": "I sinply
advocate that the presently mneani ngl ess kosher | abels be acconpani ed by the word

' KOSHER and the Magen David or six-pointed star. Package |abelling should inform
all consuners, and not send a secret nessage to a small group.”




Behind the Scenes

Bel ow is an enmil interview conducted on 20- Apr-2000, with Kevin Mchael G ace
aski ng the questions, and Lubonyr Prytul ak answering them

Kevin Grace:

In case you haven't seen all my postings on the subject of kosher
certification, they are at:

http://ww. ukar. org/tax. shtni

I have answered your questions below If you have other questions,
or want to re-phrase a question because | failed to address the
i ssue you were interested in, please go ahead and send ne sone nore.

Regar ds,
Lubonyr Prytul ak

1. Has Mshe Ronen answered your letter?

I've witten Moshe Ronen nine |letters asking about different aspects
of kosher certification, and haven't received an answer to any of
t hem

2. Do you have any evidence to suggest the CIC profits from kosher
| abelling? |If so, to what extent?

| only heard an unsubstantiated runmor that all Council of Orthodox
Rabbi s (COR) revenues go to the Canadi an Jewi sh Congress (CJC), and
saw no harmin asking Moshe Ronen if there was any truth in the

all egation. M. Ronen has had about a nonth now to answer that
particul ar question

3. Do you have an estinate of what kosher | abelling costs the
consunmer? |f a kosher can of soup costs $1, how rmuch of that dollar
is to nake up the cost of [abelling?




That's the sort of question |'ve been asking Moshe Ronen, and |']I

be very interested to hear his answer. Typically, the kosher
surcharge per item m ght be very small, but with a | arge nunber of
items sold, the revenues to the kosher-certification business can be
large. One might also keep in nmind the possibilities that fees vary
from product to product, mght be negotiated without tying themto

t he nunber of itens sold, and might escalate following initial

kosher certification of a product.

4. You refer to a "Jewish tax." Wy?

To call it a "tax" is only to follow commopn usage in the kosher
literature. To consider a single sentence fromthe book "Fraud,
Corruption, and Holiness" (p. 163) —not only do we see the author
Harold P. Gastwirt, hinself enploying the neutral term"tax," but
al so citing others who enpl oyed the nore di sparagi ng "racket" and
"tribute": "The society apparently objected to the Kashruth
Association as a nere 'racket' and was referring to its proposed
monthly tax of six dollars as an annual tribute.”

What words does English offer for that portion of a purchase price
that goes toward defraying the nmanufacturer's kosher-certification
fee? Assessnent, charge, duty, excise, fee, |evy, surcharge,
tariff, tax, toll, tribute? O all these, | can't do better than
"tax" and "surcharge." Anyone who consults his dictionary will see
that a tax does not have to be levied by a legislature or by a
governnment —English words are blessed with that wonderful quality
cal |l ed polyseny, and "tax" can be applied to a diversity of
situations. However, if sonebody conmes up with a better word, ['1lI
swi tch.

And is it a "Jewish" tax? Well, if it can be said that the Boston
Tea Party was provoked by a British tea tax, then we see the
precedent of naning a tax by the recipients of its revenues, and as
Jewi sh representatives receive the kosher-certification fees, | cal
it a "Jewish" tax. |If some or all of the COR revenues go to the
CJC, then as the CJC dishurses funds to support a range of Jew sh
causes, it may all the nore be called a "Jewi sh" tax. Wen we say
that American taxes are | ower than Canadi an, as we so often do,
aren't we following this well-worn precedent? An alternative m ght
be to call it a kosher tax, or a kosher surcharge, which however nay
prove to be inaccurate if it turns out that the tax has little to do
wi th kosher observance, and nmuch to do with raising noney for the
calC.

|'ve got to adnit that the kosher tax is unlike other taxes in nore
ways than one. For exanple, if the governnent levies a tax, then at
| east the consuner knows how large it is, and can pretty rmuch see
what the tax revenue is being spent on, whereas he knows neither of
these in the case of the kosher tax.




5. Wiy do you see this as a Church and State issue?

| don't believe that | do. It beconmes a Church and State issue when
the State is asked to supervise the kosher conpliance of

manuf acturers carrying a kosher |abel, which happens in the U S.

and such State supervision has sonetines been rul ed unconstitutiona
there, but | have not heard of Canadi an governnents supervising
kosher conpliance in Canada.

In Canada, | see two mmjor issues: (1) that the consumer who objects
to cruelty to animals is denied informati on concerni ng whether the
meat he is eating originates from humane or inhumane sl aughter —
this because nost Jewi sh-ritual -slaughtered neat is sold to the non-
kosher consunmer without being identified; and (2) that the consumer
pays a surcharge to kosher certification agencies practically every
time he goes to the supermarket, and is unaware that he is paying
it, and if he becones aware still does not know how | arge his
paynment is, and ultimately is not told what goals that surcharge is
spent to pronote

6. How inmportant do you believe kosher |abelling to be to Jew sh
consumers?

It may be the case that the proportion of Jews who observe kosher
dietary | aws has been declining over the years, which would suggest
that the notivation behind today's expl osion of kosher-certification
is not religious, but mercenary. And if there has been a decline in
kosher observance, one reason night be the fraud and corruption

whi ch have historically tainted the kosher-certification business,
as sumred up by Kashruth schol ar Seynour E. Freednan

The knowl edge that so nuch corruption exists in the
Kashruth i ndustry has been w el ded |ike a two-edged
sword agai nst observance of the commandnent. Those
who wanted to rid thensel ves of Jewish rituals
generally pointed to the abuses going on in Kashruth,
t he gangsterismthat had becone a part of it, saying,
"Could this be what God wants ... a Jewi sh Mafia?"
And those who wanted to extol it so that their
children woul d accept it as a part of their Jew shness
found it extremely difficult to do so when the
corruption was known and ridicul ed so openly. The
result has been a | oss of adherents to Kashruth over
the years. This unfortunate condition was docunent ed
recently in a study by Dr. Marshall Sklare, the

em nent sociologist, in his work entitled Lakeville
Jews. He notes that the nmitzvah of Kashruth, once
hel d so dear by the ol der generation, has been
rejected by a | arge nunber of younger Jews.




Seymour E. Freedman, The Book of Kashruth: A Treasury
of Kosher Facts & Frauds, Bl och Publishing Company,
New York, 1970, pp. 167-168.

7. Do you have any evidence to suggest that nmanufacturers are
coerced into kosher labelling? Could not kosher |abelling be a
mar ket deci si on?

I think that acquiring kosher certification is mainly a market

deci sion —a manufacturer hopes that kosher certification wll

i ncrease sales to some small nunber of consumers who recogni ze the
kosher |abel on the packaging, and the manufacturer hopes at the
sane time that the neaningl essness of the kosher |abel to the vast
majority of consuners will prevent a decrease of sales to them The
manuf acturer nmay al so hope that kosher certification will increase
his sales to other manufacturers who in order to keep their own
kosher certification are required to buy only kosher ingredients or
materials. Can it be called "econonm c coercion” to be nmade to fear
bei ng shut out of the circle of kosher-certified manufacturers who
are permtted to buy only fromeach other?

8. At an I GA store (41st and Dunbar) two weeks ago, | canme across a
| arge display of kosher foodstuffs. Next to the display was a box
contai ning panphlets entitled "Kosher Fitness. What a concept!"

The panphl et was produced by Lubavitch BC. Do you know of this
canmpai gn? Do you know of any other stores or chains that have
simlar canpaigns?

| haven't seen this panphlet, and am not aware of any other

canpai gns. However, if the suggestion inplicit in the word
"fitness" is that kosher-certified foods are purer or nore hygienic
or nore nutritious, then I would point out that nost Kashruth
authorities flatly deny that this is either intended or achieved, as
in the follow ng three quotations:




Kosher doesn't taste any better; kosher isn't
heal t hi er; kosher doesn't have | ess sal nonell a.
Religion is not based on logic. You can eat a Holly
Farm chi cken and not know the difference. But a Holly
Farm chi cken sells for 39 cents a pound on sal e.

Kosher chicken, especially right before the holidays,
can sell for $1.69 a pound. There's a |lot of nobney to
be made.

Ot hodox Rabbi Shul em Rubin, head of the kosher

i nspection division of the New York State Departnent
of Agriculture and Markets, quoted in the Washi ngton
Post of 02Nov87, p. A3

There's one misconception | would like to clear up
There's a perception that the Jewish dietary laws are
steeped in health considerations. That's not so at
all. 1t is acomitnent to a strict adherence to a
tradition, a thread fromone generation to another

' mnot kosher because it's healthier —I1'm kosher
because ny parents were kosher and nmy grandparents
were kosher. It's a commitnent!

Rabbi Irving Silverman, The Sun-Sentinel (Chicago),
20Mar 87.

The purpose and the goal of the Kosher laws is
hol i ness, yet the nost comon m sconception regarding
Kashrut is that it is an ancient health neasure.

The New York Beef Industry Council, Inc., online at
www. nybi c. org/ kosher. ht m

9. Briefly explain your truth-in-Iabelling request and why you
think it is inmportant.

| sinply advocate that the presently meani ngl ess kosher |abels be
acconpani ed by the word "KCSHER' and the Magen David, or six-pointed
star. Package labelling should informall consuners, and not send a
secret nessage to a small group. Consuners should be provided with
information which will enable themto pay rabbinical surcharges on
their grocery purchases if they so choose, or not to.



http://www.ukar.org/www.nybic.org/kosher.htm
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Melissa Radler: Canadian Mag's Unkosher Article

"If he was genuinely interesting to know about
kosher |abeling issues, he could have contacted us
instead of putting insulting letters to our president
on hisweb site." — Jack Silverstone, Executive
Vice President of the CJC

Why New York City?

When Kevin Grace's article on kosher certification appears

in a small-circul ati on, Western-Canadi an bi weekly —The
Report Newsmagazi ne —why do the Jews who object to the
article publish their criticism(the one witten by Mlissa
Radl er and reproduced at the bottom of this page) on the
ot her side of the continent and in a different country?

But could they have done ot herw se? —Yes, easily!

The author of the article, Melissa Radler, is daughter of

F. David Radler, President and COO of Hollinger
International Inc, |argest newspaper conpany in the world,
owner for exanple of the Jerusal em Post, and nore rel evant
to the matter at hand, owner of the Sout ham newspaper chain
i n Canada, such that criticismof The Report Newsmagazi ne
kosher article could not only have been published in
Canada, but could readily have been published throughout
Canada —but it was not. Wiy not? On top of that, Ezra
Levant, nentioned by Melissa Radler bel ow as | eading the
attack agai nst The Report Newsmagazi ne, finds hinmself —

i nexplicably to ny way of thinking —on the editorial board
of one of Canada's |eadi ng newspapers —the National Post —
to which | for the tine being subscribe despite M.
Levant's invol venrent. Coincidentally and cozily, David
Radl er's Hol linger also owns the National Post. The
excitable Ezra Levant, in other words, works for puppet
mast er David Radl er, father of the obedient Melissa

Radl er. The National Post too would have been a nore
fitting, and far nore effective, channel of rebuttal —but
it too has not been deployed in this attack. Wy not?

An answer which suggests itself is that opponents of The
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Report Newsnmagazi ne kosher article recognize the weakness
of their criticism and dare venture their objections only
in front of the very synpathetic audience of the mnority
of New York City Jews who read The Forward. In short, they
recogni ze that they have nothing to say that will stand up
bef ore any wi der audi ence. They want to intimdate The
Report Newsmagazine with the accusation of anti-Semtism
but dare do so only by denonstrating that the charge is
circulated within one small circle of New York Gty Jews.
Seni or Jew sh | eadership which is opposed to The Report
Newsnagazi ne kosher article, and to the Ukrainian Archive
di scussi on of kosher certification, is strongly notivated
to take repressive action, but finds itself paralyzed
because it recogni zes the danger that confrontation wl|
result in w der discussion of kosher certification breaking
out in the nmainstream press, with the consequence that the
public will turn to the Wkrainian Archive and find there

t he basic kosher facts of which they have to date been kept
in ignorance. The only Jews venturing out to skirm sh on

t he kosher front have been | oose cannons such as Ezra
Levant and Joseph Ben- Ami who seem unable to foresee the
consequences of their actions, and young reporters |ike
Mel i ssa Radl er who have been inprudently pushed into the
line of fire by their elders.

Always with the psychiatric diagnoses!

To go over the Melissa Radler article line by line would be
tedious. Suffice it to say that the Ukrainian Archive has
gi ven Jewi sh | eaders anpl e opportunity to answer a nunber
of questions concerning kosher certification, and these
Jewi sh | eaders have declined to nake any conment. The
Radl er article avoids touching upon any of the main issues
that have been raised. Instead, it tirelessly repeats the
psychiatric diagnosis of anti-Semtism

Psychi atric di agnosi s! —What sone stoop to when they run
out of argunents, and judging by the frequency of stooping
in the Radler article —eight accusations of anti-Semtisn
—there nmust have been a dire shortage of argunents

i ndeed. Psychiatric diagnosis! —A reflex devel oped by
debaters who have becone too lazy to think —and so what
anpl e evidence of nental |aziness in the Radler articlel!
Just as there can be only shane in proclaimng, "I don't
have to work; I'mon welfare!" so there should be only
shanme in proclaimng, "I don't have to think; I'ma Jew who
can cl ose down any argunent by the accusation of anti-
Semtism " Psychiatric diagnosis is a formof intellectua
wel fare. The accusation of anti-Semtismis the taking of



intellectual welfare. Welfare of any kind destroys
character. Economc welfare destroys the ability to work.
Intell ectual welfare destroys the ability to think.

Cone, now, Melissa Radler —concentrate! The issues are
sinmple. W can discuss themw thout calling each other
crazy. We can even discuss them w thout quoting the nut
cases who run around calling other people crazy. Oops! —
There | see I've fallen into the sane trap. | snap out of
nmy own | apse into psychiatric diagnosis, and continue ...

Come, now, Melissa Radler, eight accusations of anti-
Semtismin one short article begins to seemless |like
reporting than echolalia. Oops! —There |I've done it
again. Another psychiatric diagnosis. How hard not to
give tit for tat! But |et ne have another go at it.

Come, now, Melissa Radler —I pick up again —concentr at e!
The issues are sinple, and a journalist of conpetence and
integrity nmust confront them W start with the
fundanment al observation that the vast majority of consuners
are unaware of how many of the products they buy —say
their alumnumfoil and their |aundry bl each —conme kosher -
certified. So, is one afflicted with the psychiatric

mal ady of anti-Semtismif one asks: (1) Wy shoul d

alum num foil and | aundry bl each be kosher certified? and
(2) Wiy is the public ignorant that its alumnumfoil and

| aundry bl each are kosher certified? and (3) What is it
costing the public to have its alum numfoil and | aundry

bl each kosher certified?

I would have |liked to see you put these questions in your

article on kosher certification, and I wll ook forward to
seeing you put themin your future articles on kosher
certification. |If asking these three questions is all it

takes to qualify soneone as an eight-tines-over anti-Semte
(or self-hating Jew), then it follows that to be a
journalist of conpetence and integrity necessitates that
one be an eight-tines-over anti-Semte (or self-hating
Jew). M own view is that anyone who refuses to ask such
questions is either a coward or a fool, probably a little
of both, and should find a career other than journalismfor
which his talents may be better suited, and in fact sone
career in which intellectual requirenents are | ess onerous.

L eaning toward totalitarianism

Al though the Radler article nakes sone attenpt to be fair
to the Ukrainian Archive —nore of an attenpt than
expected —still, the Forward reader nust rest content with



a largely negative characterization w thout being given the
informati on —the URL www. ukar.org —which would allow him
to visit the site and evaluate it for hinself.

Your tactic, Melissa Radler, | view as totalitarian. It
relies for its success on a m srepresentation of an
opponent's position, together with a denial of access to
t he opponent's real argunents. | viewthis as related to
t he suppression of evidence in a court of |aw, perhaps
because | have just conpleted witing a letter to Martin
Mendel sohn on the topic of his suppressing evidence in the
John Denj anjuk case, and | go on to wonder whether | am
W tness here to a subculture in which the suppression of
evidence is comonly enployed —in essence a subculture
whose instincts lean toward totalitarian thought control.

Cone Melissa Radler —1 do think | see a synpathy for
totalitarian thought control on your part. Consider that |
have no fear of reproducing your article below for ny
readers, but you are incapable of reproducing one of ny
kosher articles for your readers. | wll gladly place the
Forward URL on the Wkrainian Archive web site, but you do
not dare to give the Ukrainian Archive URL in your

article. In fact, | challenge you to a swap right now —I
hereby invite ny readers to visit the Forward web site at
www. f orward. conmt and will you please now reci procate by

inviting your readers to visit the Ukrainian Archive at

www. ukar.org? | expect not. | notice that your article
avoi ded even nentioning the name of ny site —Ukrainian
Archive —whi ch woul d have nmade it easier for your readers
to locate it. One of us is afraid of what the other has to
say, and it is not ne.

What's wrong with The Report Newsmagazine
kosher article?

Radl er passes along the Link Byfield judgnment that The
Report Newsmagazi ne's kosher article is "not well-reported”
—and in ny book his credibility runs high, as he is the
edi tor-publisher of this sane The Report Newsnmagazi ne who
at one tinme saw nothing wong with the article, but once
the Jewi sh heat was turned up, opted to save hinself by
nmeans of appeasenent —that is, by offering up Kevin G ace,
the article's author, as a sacrifice to Jewi sh wath.

Rabbi Menachem Genack —whose credibility in ny book runs
very high fromhis Othodox Union having given the world
such wonders of Judai sm as kosher alum numfoil, kosher
plastic food wap, kosher plastic snack bags, kosher
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| aundry detergent, kosher scouring pads, kosher dishwasher
detergent, and kosher toilet bow cleaner —is quoted as
saying that The Report Newsnmagazine article is "an anti -
Semtic diatribe.”" Ezra Levant —whose credibility in ny
book runs particularly high fromhis having been fired as

recently as 1997 by the Ednonton Sun for ethical violations
—is quoted as saying that The Report Newsnagazine article
"came close to anti-Semtism" Joseph Ben-Am_ —whose

credibility in nmy book shot way up when |I found that the
only figure he knew concerning the cost of kosher |abeling
canme fromnme —is quoted as saying that the kosher tax
theory is "just plain silly.” Radler also passes al ong
judgnents that The Report Newsnagazine article is poorly
researched, biased, witten from hi dden notives, and
supportive of conspiracy theories.

What Radl er never tells us, however, is exactly what is
wrong with The Report Newsnmgazine article. Not a single

i nstance of error, inaccuracy, msrepresentation,
distortion, or exaggeration is ever identified. No

om ssion or inconpleteness is ever specified. Al we get

i s heavy condemati on based on no identifiable shortcom ng.

The cl osest that we cone to an identifiable shortcomng is
a statenent nmade by Kevin G ace, though not in his The
Report Newsnmagazi ne kosher article: "The cost [of kosher

| abel ing] to producers and consuners is |largely secret.
This is a fact." But what is the Radl er objection here?
Kevin Grace did really discover that he couldn't find out
what the cost of kosher labeling is. | nyself have not
been able to learn what this cost is. | have asked the
presi dent of the Canadi an Jewi sh Congress, and he hasn't
told nme. | have asked several manufacturers, and they
haven't told ne. Joseph Ben-Am has witten a critique of
The Report Newsmagazi ne kosher article, on the pages of The
Report Newsmagazine itself as it happens, and there reveals
that he knows | ess about it than I do. The Radler article
bel ow advances our know edge of cost not one jot. So —
yes, the cost of kosher |abeling to producers and consuners
I's indeed largely secret. And yes, this is indeed a fact.

| have troubl e conprehendi ng reporting which presents
statenments under the assunption that they will be accepted
as fal se when nothing could be plainer than that they are
true.

O course The Report Newsnagazi ne kosher article nust have
sonmething wong with it, or else nobody woul d be
conpl ai ning. That sonething wong, however, is that the
article does present a good introduction to kosher
certification (which is a sin to those who want the public
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kept in the dark), and worse than that broaches several of
the key questions that consuners may reasonably want to
hear answers to (which is the greatest of all sins to those
who see their profits fromthe kosher certification racket
threatened). |In days to conme, the author of The Report
Newsmagazi ne article on kosher certification, Kevin G ace,
will be winning awards for his courage in placing this
story before the Canadi an public, but until that day
arrives he will have to endure an interval of hazing by the
def enders of entrenched greed.

And alwayswith the veiled threats!

O course it is understood that the accusation of anti-
Semtismis nore than a psychiatric diagnosis —it is also
a threat. A threat of |oss of enploynent, a threat of
bei ng assaulted, a threat of having acid thrown in one's

face, a threat of being fire bonbed, a threat of being
assassinated. Do you know, Melissa Radler, that that is
what Jew sh | eaders sonetines do when they don't |ike what
sonmeone is saying? Do you want nme to supply you with
exanpl es? Shall | send you photographs? WIIl you publish
themin the Forward?

That, too, Melissa Radler, is what your article is —a
threat. Jack Silverstone, who finds hinself wthout
argunents, nenaces. Jack Silverstone has been sitting on
ny nine letters enquiring about kosher certification for
two nonths now —yes, the hard copies of the earliest in
this series of letters that | nmailed to National President
of the Canadi an Jewi sh Congress, Mdshe Ronen, were nail ed
around two nonths ago —and here M. Silverstone does not
concern hinself with answering these letters, or getting
Moshe Ronen to answer them or getting sonebody on the
Council of Othodox Rabbis to answer them He does not say
"We're formul ating the nost effective replies we can nake
to the questions in these letters.” No, he has no answers
to these questions. He brushes the letters aside. They
are irrelevant. Wat is relevant is to nenace. He does
not exam ne the contents of ny letters, he exam nes ne and
he exam nes ny web site —but with what purpose except to
retaliate? Wth what purpose except to intimdate? Wth
what purpose except to suppress? Wth what purpose except
to inpose totalitarian thought control ?

Real | y, Melissa Radler —such tactics are beneath
contenpt. You had an obligation, and you did not fulfil
it. You had an obligation to ask Jack Silverstone why he
sinply didn't answer ny letters. You had an obligation to
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ask hi mwhat m ght be the purpose behind exam ning ne and

examning nmy web site. You had an obligation to point out
to Jack Silverstone the harmthat conmes to Jew sh prestige
when Jew sh representatives |lose the ability to think, and
reflexively fall back on intimdation.

M elissa Radler interviews me

In preparation for her article below, Melissa Radler

t el ephoned ne on the afternoon of Tuesday 23-May-2000 to
request an interview. | agreed to be interviewed by

email. Belowis that interview. | take it that ny answers
were not pleasing to Melissa Radler, as she quoted only a
single sentence fromny entire interview —the sentence
enphasi zed in bl ue:

Hel | o Melissa Radler!
["1Il just insert ny answers bel ow.

At 04:58 PM 23-05-2000 -0700, you wrote:

Dr. Prytul ak,

This is Melissa Radler, (we just spoke nonents
ago), and | ama reporter for the Forward,
which is a weekly magazi ne based in New York
Cty. | amwiting to you concerning your
website, www ukar.org. Could you tell ne a
bit of the background on the website —

1. What is the intent of the website?

It may answer your question to know that an
alternative title that was at one tine
considered for the site was UADL, "UKrai ni an
Anti - Def amati on League. "

2. What kind of information are you attenpting
to bring to the public?




When | see Wkraine or Ukrainians being
unfairly criticized, | junp to their defense,
to the degree that ny limted resources
permt. (And incidentally, when | see Ukraine
or Ukrainians being fairly criticized, | join
in the attack —as can be seen by sone of the
har shest things that | have to say agai nst
anyone being directed agai nst Ukrainian
President Leonid Kuchma, whom | typically

depi ct as a gangster.)

3. Your information on kashruth provided to
Kevin Grace for his Al berta Report article —
where did you do your research? Could you
cite publications and people?

Thi s cannot be answered briefly, as |

consul ted books, newspaper articles, and web
sites, and | nade observations of ny own. Al
the kashruth postings on the Ukrainian Archive
docunent exactly where every piece of
information cane from and so is a matter of
public record. But |let ne ask how nuch
research does one have to do before asking
guestions? The research | did did not make ne
a kashruth authority able to di spense
general i zati ons concerni ng kosher
certification —but it did qualify me to ask
qguestions which | put to the highest Canadi an
authority that | knew of, Mdyshe Ronen,

Nati onal President of the Canadi an Jew sh
Congress, who if he didn't know the answers

hi nsel f shoul d at | east have been able to
direct ny questions to soneone who did know.
Moshe Ronen did not answer any of ny
questions, or respond in any way. So, if |
don't know as nuch as | should, it may be
because those who do know aren't talking.

I nstead of asking nme what justification | have
for asking nmy questions, wouldn't it be better
to ask what justification others have for not
answering then?
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4. Has your website been critiqued at all by
any specific group or groups of people, for
exanpl e, Jew sh groups?

No Jew sh group, or any group, has ever
critiqued nmy web site, which is peculiar given
that nmy many letters, nost of themto Jew sh

| eaders, request just such a critique. | have
asked many individual s over and over again for
i nformati on which m ght disconfirmny views,
and | have not received any such information.

| have pleaded with individuals to exam ne ny
web site for inaccuracy or bias —but | have
never been inforned of any, leading ne to
conclude that I mght not be far off the

mark. For exanple, fearing that | had nmade
some mi stake in doubting Morley Safer's 60

M nutes story that prior to the Gernman
occupation of Lviv, Wkrainians killed 5to 6

t housand Jews, | wote to Raul Hilberg hinself
asking if he knew of any such record- breaking
pogrom and he replied, in essense, that he
did not. So there you have an exanple of why
t he Ukrainian Archive exists —to refute this
sort of calummy —and there you have a
denonstration, if you care to read ny letters
to Morley Safer, that | have nore than once

requested himto instruct nme if ny negative
coverage of his 60 M nutes broadcast contai ned
i naccuraci es or biases, and that | have

recei ved no answer.

| am |l ooking forward to your response. M
deadline is today —I'msorry to contact you
at the last m nute!

| don't mnd, and | woul d be happy,
furthernore, to answer additional questions,
or if my answers failed to address issues you
were interested in, to answer re-phrased
ver si ons of any of your questions.
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Si ncerely,

Mel i ssa Radl er

radl er @ orward. com

212- 447- 6406 (fax)

212-889-8200, ext. 1-482 (phone)

Hal f an hour after the above interview, | enniled MIlissa
Radl er the foll ow ng request:

By the way, would | be able to get a hard copy
of anything you nmay wite on the topic?

Three days later, on Friday 26-May-2000, having received no
reply to the above request, | enmiled the follow ng
rem nder:

P.S. You are going to send ne a hard copy,
right?

As of the norning of 25-Aug-2000, no reply to that either.

Wiy the Radler brush off? M guess is that | had supplied
an interview that Mlissa Radl er had found hersel f unabl e
to print, and the article she ended up affixing her nane to
she was ashaned of, and for those reasons didn't want nme to
see it.

In the neantine, of course, | received a copy of the Radler
article fromanother source, and here it finally is:

Canadian Mag's Unkosher Article

By MELISSA RADLER

FORWARD STAFF

26-May-2000

NEW YORK — An article on kosher food that appeared earlier
this nonth in a mainstream Canadi an nmagazi ne i s bei ng



| abel ed an "anti-Semtic diatribe" by a |eading rabbi

In the May 8 issue of the Al berta Report, a biweekly
newsmagazi ne based in Canada with a circulation of 50, 000,
an article titled "Is This Kosher?" quotes extensively —
wi thout irony —fromclains on a Vancouver-based Ukrai ni an
nationalist web site that kosher l|abeling is a "Jew sh tax"
and al | eges that kosher |abels "send a secret nessage to a
smal | group.”

The article is a stark rem nder that Jew sh conspiracy

t heori es, however basel ess, have not yet been put to rest.
It's attracting unani nrous condemation from Jew sh | eaders
i n Canada and Anerica, and even the publisher of the
magazi ne, while stopping short of an apol ogy, is now
acknow edging that the story was not well -

Canadian 'Zine's'Kosher Tax' Claim IrksBigs

reported. The author of the article, Kevin Mchael G ace,
Is a senior editor at The Report.

A rabbinic adm nistrator for the Orthodox Union, Rabb
Menachem Genack, who characterized the article as an anti -
Semtic diatribe, said, "The responsi ble press shoul dn't
have printed this in the first place. It doesn't speak
well for the newspaper, but it's free press.”

The executive vice president of B nai Brith Canada, Frank
Dimant, said, "M. Gace did not check his facts. Checking
his facts —and reporting themin an unbi ased manner —
woul d have resulted in a very different article, perhaps
one debunki ng the so-called kosher tax as the anti-Semtic
hoax it is."

The assistant national director of the Anti-Defamation
League, Kenneth Jacobson, expressed concern about M.
Grace's article, saying, "I think it's troubling that
sonmeone i s so concerned about this issue about kosher food,
and | do agree that this concern usually reflects sone

ot her notivation. One doesn't have to seek a conspiracy
theory in order to justify why conpanies sell kosher
food." In 1991 the ADL's civil-rights division published
an article condemmi ng what they ternmed the "Kosher Tax
Hoax" as "propaganda used by anti-Semites to trick the
uni nfornmed into accepting conspiracy charges and

st ereotypes about Jews."



The magazi ne's publisher refused to print a rebuttal of the
article witten by a nmenber of the editorial board of the
Nati onal Post, Ezra Levant, who all eges that the author of
the piece "canme close to anti-Semtism" The Report

I nstead published a rebuttal that characterizes the kosher

tax theory as "just plain silly."

The retired psychol ogy professor who maintains the

Ukrai nian web site quoted in the original Al bert Report
article, Lubomyr Prytul ak, described his web site in an e-
mail to the Forward as follows: "Wen | see Ukraine or
Ukr ai ni ans being unfairly criticized, | junp to their
defense, to the degree that ny limted resources permt."
On the hone page of the web site, M. Prytulak lists |inks
to hundreds of letters witten to a variety of individuals,
some of whom are Hol ocaust survivors. The titles of the

|etters on the web site include, "Elie Wesel: A Cancer for
Jews," "Elie Wesel: Raping German Grls," and "Si non
Wesenthal: He Also Forges." In the letters, M. Prytul ak

attenpts to refute mnor details in accounts of the
Hol ocaust that have been published by survivors. Most of
the letters remai n unanswer ed.

The executive vice president of the Canadi an Jew sh
Congress, Jack Silverstone, who was quoted in M. Gace's
article as saying that the Canadi an Jewi sh Congress
"derives no benefits fromkosher labeling," said, "W're
exam ning both the web site and its author, because as far
as we can determ ne upon first reading, it appears to be
little nore than an anti-Semtic initiative using, this
time, the lever of kosher food labeling. |If he was

genui nely interesting to know about kosher | abeling issues,
he coul d have contacted us instead of putting insulting

letters to our president on his web site.”

M. Gace said in a letter that the Ukrainian web site
contai ns no evidence of anti-Semtism "The primary
purpose of Dr. Prytulak's web site is to refute what he
bel i eves to be cal ummi es agai nst the Ukrainian people, mnuch
as the Anti-Defamation League exists to refute what it
regards as cal umi es agai nst the Jew sh people,” M. Gace
said. In aletter witten to M. Levant that was obtained
by the Forward, M. G ace states, "The cost [of kosher

| abeling] to producers and consuners is |argely secret.
This is a fact."

The publisher of The Report, Link Byfield, said, "It
occurred to nme that it was not a well-reported story. It
does not nmake ny reporter out to be an anti-Semte."
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Joseph Ben-Ami: Rebuttal

"| understand that retired psychologists have nothing better
to do with their time, but if thisisthe burning issue that Mr.
Prytulak would have us believe, then perhaps he might
make his case a little more cogently." — Joseph Ben-Ami

Sonme ways you could give editor-publisher Link Byfield of The Report
Newsmagazi ne your thoughts on the nmaterial on this page:

EMAI L ar @ncentre. net
PHONE (780) 486-2277
FAX (780) 486-1690
MAI L 17327 106A Avenue NW Ednonton, Al berta, Canada T5S 1M/

First — A Peek Behind the Scenes

Fol | owi ng publication of Kevin Mchael Gace's Is this kosher? in The

Report Newsmagazi ne of 08-May-2000 (but actually rel eased nore than a
week before that date), | sent two emails to the editor-publisher,

Li nk Byfield, as reproduced below, worrying that | was going to cone
under attack wi thout being given a chance to reply. Link Byfield did
not respond to either enmil

Foll owi ng the publication of a surprise attack upon ne by Joseph Ben-
Ami in his Rebuttal (which is reproduced at the bottom of the present
page) in The Report Newsmagazi ne of 05-Jun-2000 (which I found online
on 26- May-2000), | sent further emails to Link Byfield, which as of

t he eveni ng of 03-Jun-2000 have al so gone unanswer ed.

Updates to this affair will be published here as events unfold. |
have as a first step enquired of the Al bert Press Council whether it
accepts conpl aints concerning The Report Newsmagazi ne, and was
informed that it does not because The Report Newsnagazine is not a
menber of the Al bert Press Council.
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| respond to the
Kevin Grace article
"|sit kosher?"

Please allow meto defend myself
My email of 12-M ay-2000

Li nk Byfield

Edi t or - Publ i sher
Report Magazi ne
ar @ ncentre. net

Dear M. Byfield:

The normal course of events follow ng Kevin
Grace's kosher article (which, paradoxically, is
bot h i nnocuous and courageous at the same tine)
woul d be for the appearance of a reaction
condemming the article, condeming Kevin G ace,
condemmi ng the Report, condemming nme, and
condemmi ng ny Ukrainian Archive web site. [If the
Report is planning on publishing any such
reaction, and if | amlibelled init, then | would
think that the Report would be obligated to give
me an opportunity to respond.

| don't care what attacks are published about ne
or about ny Ukrainian Archive web site, so long as
| am afforded the opportunity to defend nysel f.
Such give and take are part of the exercise of
free speech which we in Canada are for the tine
being still permtted to enjoy. However, in the
event that m srepresentations are nmade about ne or
t he Ukrai nian Archive web site and | am not

provi ded the opportunity to reply, then I would
consider nyself injured and the situation
actionable. Furthernore, if any aspersions are
cast upon the Ukrainian Archive web site, then an
integral part of any defense would be ny repeating




the address of the web site, ww. ukar.org, so as
to afford readers the opportunity to verify for
t hensel ves whether there was nore nerit in the
criticisns or in ny replies.

Therefore, if the Report plans to publish any
reaction which reflects negatively upon ne or upon
t he Ukrainian Archive, | would appreciate being
supplied with a copy of this reaction so that |
can provide ny reply to be published al ongsi de.

My intention is not in any way to interfere with
or suppress anything being said about ne, but only
to answer it. | expect that the Report would
provide ne with this opportunity not in order to
avoi d being sued, but in order to satisfy
journalistic ethics. |In preparing such a reply,
woul d be considerate of the reputations of both
Kevin Grace and of the Report which have behaved
admrably in witing and publishing the kosher
article, and are deserving of no blane. Rather,
in witing and publishing Kevin Gace's kosher
article, both Kevin Grace and the Report have
denonstrated remarkabl e courage and probity, and
have no doubt that in the end courage and probity
will receive their reward.

Yours truly,
Lubonyr Prytul ak
[emai | ]

Am | to understand that there will be no attack?
My email of 16-May-2000

Li nk Byfi el d:

| take it fromyour failure to reply to ny enmi

of 12- May-200, which |I reproduce [above], that the
Report does not plan to publish any further

di scussion of the Kevin G ace kosher article, and
that therefore the question of ny being afforded
an opportunity to defend nyself against |ibel ous
statenents does not need to be di scussed?

Lubonyr Prytul ak
[email]




| respond to the
Joseph Ben-Ami ambush
" Rebuttal”

| am ambushed, and offer a brief reply
My email of 26-May-2000

Li nk Byfi el d:
Re: The Ben-Am "Rebuttal" at:
http://207.34.57. 66/ MAGAZI NE/ r ebut t al . ht

The Ben- Ami rebuttal nentions "Prytul ak" seven
times and "G ace" four tinmes, fromwhich | infer
that it is mainly an attack on ne. As long as |
am af forded an opportunity to defend nysel f, |
take the Ben-Am attack together with my defense
as part of the normal and healthy give-and-take to
be expected in a denocratic society enjoying a
free press.

Happily, I amnot addicted as Ben-Am is to

poi ntl ess ranbling, and can say everything that
needs to be said in a fraction of the space that
he occupied. | could certainly item ze each of
M. Ben-Am's errors and m srepresentations, and I
wll do so if you ask, but ny preference is to be
brief and to the point, and to not put ny readers
to sl eep.

Although | amready to listen to suggestions for
revision, | do not agree to having ny already-
brief defense shortened or edited w thout ny
perm ssi on.

Regar ds,
Lubonyr Prytul ak




Letter in reply to M. Ben-Am:

M. Ben-Am takes a great deal of space enpting
hi s di sagreenent —but what exactly does he
di sagree with?

| am for denystifying kosher labelling. Is M.
Ben-Am , then, for maintaining the status quo in
whi ch al nost all consuners are unaware that the
maj ority of their supermarket purchases have been
kosher-certified?

| amfor informng the consuner what kosher
certification costs him |Is M. Ben-Am for

mai ntai ning the status quo in which the consuner
does not know, and has no way of finding out?

| am for the consunmer being informed which neat on
hi s supermarket shelf originates from Jew sh
ritual slaughter. |Is M. Ben-Am for maintaining
the status quo in which Jew sh-ritual -sl aughtered
meat is sold al ongside neat from conventi onal

sl aughter, with the consuner being given no way to
di stinguish the two?

| amfor M. Ben-Am neking representations about
the financial independence between the Council of
Ot hodox Rabbis and the Canadi an Jew sh Congress
only if he can informus that these organizations
have authorized himto do so. Have they, or is
M. Ben-Am just guessing?

| amfor the public learning ny position by
readi ng ny own words on the Ukrainian Archive at
www. ukar.org. M. Ben-Am, | venture to guess, isS
nore confortable in a world in which the public

| earns of ny views through his m srepresentations.

Lubonyr Prytul ak

Hello! Anybody there?
P.S. to my email of 26-M ay-2000




P.S. | would appreciate being informed of whether
you intend to publish ny self-defense or not,
because if you do not intend to publish it, I wll
want to inmediately open up a discussion on the
pages of the Ukrainian Archive of the question of
why the Report allowed ne to be attacked and yet
is not allowing nme to reply.

Please review my accuracy and fairness
My email of 28-M ay-2000
(The" web posting" alluded to below isthe present page.)

Link Byfield <ar@ncentre. net>
Edi t or - Publ i sher
The Report Newsmagazi ne

Li nk Byfi el d:

| invite you to review nmy web posting at
http://ww. ukar . org/ benam 01. shtml for accuracy
and fairness. | will delay linking to this
posting fromthe honme page of the Ukrainian
Archive until noon on Monday 29-May-2000 on the

possibility that you will have sonmething to offer
which wll require revision on ny part. Rest
assured that at the very |east, any response you
make will be posted on the Wkrainian Archive

conpl ete and unedited, regardless of its content
or its length.

| bring to your attention that you have not
afforded nme the sane consideration that | am
affording you. That is, | asked you to informnme
of any statenents damaging to ne that you intended
to publish, so that | mght be able to offer ny
defense to be published al ongside —to which
request you neglected to reply. Follow ng your
publication of Ben-Am's defamatory articl e,
occupying a full page and including his photograph
in color, | asked you to publish ny brief reply
(expecting no photograph, it goes w thout saying),
to which request you have simlarly neglected to
reply.

| find it nost unfortunate that after you
denonstrated exenplary courage and comm tnment to
truth and regard for the public interest by




publishing the original Kevin Gace "Is this
Kosher?" article, you have begun to behave so
badly in three respects: (1) disparaging the Kevin
Grace article as "not well-reported” when in fact
no defect of this article has as yet been

di scovered; (2) publishing Ben-Am's irresponsible
statenents seem ngly w thout demands for rel evance
or | ogical consistency or corroboration of

al | egations, one mght conjecture w thout serious
editorial review, and (3) denying the target of
Ben- Ami's attack, nyself, the opportunity to

def end nysel f.

| ook forward to your reversing what appears to
be your intention to give me no voice on the pages
of The Report Newsnagazi ne so that ny waning faith
inthe integrity of that nagazi ne can be restored,
and so that | amrel eased fromthe burden of
having to drain ny nmeager resources in continuing
requests for fair treatnent.

Lubonyr Prytul ak

Joseph Ben-Ami is one of the most ignorant, scatterbrained,
and irresponsible writersthat | have ever had the
displeasure of reading. That editor-publisher Link Byfield
of The Report Newsagazine was persuaded to publish an
article of such abysmal quality as Ben-Ami's will ever strike
me as incredible to the end of my days. My attempt to
understand such amarvel of bad judgment on Link
Byfield's part |eads me to suppose that he refused to
disclose the Ben-Ami article to me prior to publication, and
refused to allow me to respond, because athough he was
aware of the low quality of the piece, and although he had
nothing to offer in its defense, and although he was at first
ashamed of planning to publish it, and later more ashamed



of having published it — yet he had been so intimidated by
Jewish demands that he believed the sky would come
crashing down on his head if he did other than comply with
them.

That the best response that opponents of an open discussion
of kosher certification have been able to come up with is
Mr. Ben-Ami's essay suggests less that Mr. Ben-Ami is
Inept at presenting a defense, and more that thereisno
defense that anybody could have presented any better. The
realization that begins to dawn on us as we read Mr. Ben-
Ami isthat the debate is over, and the defenders of the
kosher-certification scam have lost. The three responses
they have made to the Ukrainian Archive artillery barrage
have been firecrackers: (1) the deafening firecracker of
Moshe Ronen's silence, (2) Melissa Radler's eight-
firecracker accusation of anti-Semitism, and (3) Joseph Ben-
Ami's firecracker below which smoked but never went off.
The artillery barrage wins over the firecrackers. All that
remains is to research the hidden details and to notify the
public — and can Jewish control of the press be so absolute
that thisisfar behind?

| began inserting some of my reactions in yellow boxes
below, but quickly cameto realize that almost everything
Mr. Ben-Ami has to say isin some way erroneous or
twisted or inappropriate or unfounded or irrelevant, such
that there is no end to the commentary that one could write,
and such that exhaustion beginsto set in at the endlessness



of the task. For the time being, then, | have decided to stop
adding yellow boxes to my existing critique. Asthings
stand, | have covered the main points.

Canada’s Independent
NEWSMAGAZINE

REPOR
Rebuttal

June 05, 2000 Issue Full Text

Please do not represent kosher as some
sort of Jewish conspiracy against the
public

by Joseph Ben-Ami

Publication of the Ben-Ami article
provesthere'ssome sort of Jewish
conspiracy

The fact that Joseph Ben-Am was able to get a full
page in The Report Newsmagazine, with color portrait,
for his attack upon ne, while | amdenied the right to
defend nyself, and can't even get editor-publisher
Link Byfield to reply to any of ny enmails, goes far
toward strengthening ny suspicion that:

(1) there is a Jewish conspiracy —a very successful
one —against the public finding out the facts of
kosher certification, and that

(2) Link Byfield has been bullied into joining that




Jewi sh conspiracy.

It goes wi thout saying —or should, anyway —that such
a conspiracy would be "Jew sh” not because nost Jews
were involved in it, but rather because nost of those
involved in it were Jews.

Inits May 8 edition, this magazine ran an article entitled "lIs this
kosher?" by Kevin M chael Grace, attenpting to explain why food
manuf act urers produce a diverse range of kosher goods, how kosher
certification is obtained, and what are the costs to the consuner.
Unfortunately, your story might have |l ed readers to believe that
certain elenents affiliated with the Jew sh community were conspiring
to bilk unsuspecting consuners of their hard-earned wages.

Not hi ng coul d be further fromthe truth

The kosher consuner market, Jewi sh and non-Jew sh, is a rapidly
expandi ng one not unlike the market for "green" products, herbal
remedi es and sport utility vehicles.

Kosher expansion isnot consumer-driven

Some expansi ons are not benign. Sone are

met ast aci zi ng cancers that go unperceived by the
victim and are quite unlike any expansion which is
driven by awareness and choice. A better conparison
in nore ways than one, would be to say that the rapid
expansi on of the kosher market is not unlike the rapid
expansi on of the "Russian" nmafia.

Free enterprise being what it is, nmany manufacturers are anxious to
cater to this growi ng demand by offering consunmers goods that satisfy
all of the requirenents to be certified as kosher

Thereisno growing demand,
only growing certification

Consunmers cannot demand what they are unaware of. In
fact, grow ng consuner awareness of kosher
certification is a threat to the kosher industry
because of the likelihood that aware consuners wl |
begin to choose kosher-free products.

Manuf acturers who desire kosher certification nmust enter into a
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licence agreenent with one of a handful of private, not-for-profit
agenci es which nmonitor their production on an ongoing basis to ensure
full conpliance with the terns of the |icence agreenent. Oten these
manuf act urers di scover, upon investigation, that their products

al ready are kosher, or can easily be nade so with sone m nor changes
to ingredients or process. The manufacturer is then permtted to

pl ace the agency's seal on its product | abel.

To protect consuners from fraudul ent clains regarding the kosher
status of goods, these seals are registered as a trademark by the
certifying agency. Use of the word "kosher" or sinply the letter "K'
on product |abels cannot be restricted by | aw and these are therefore
never used by thensel ves (al though they m ght be included in a

seal). Unfortunately, the result is that although these synbols are
quite distinctive, their significance is not readily apparent to
anyone who hasn't been told what they nean. For this reason
certifying agencies, as well as pronoters of kosher diet
(manufacturers and retailers included), take great pains to publicize
t hei r nmeani ng.

"Takegreat pains' — where?

Failing to provide corroboration is a habit with M.
Ben-Am . |If the "great pains" refers not to anything
M. Ben-Am has ever beheld, but refers only to Kevin
Grace's one brief experience (comng up below), then
M. Ben-Am's assertion that kosher certifiers take
"great pains to publicize" the neaning of their |ogos
i S unwarrant ed.

This brings me to the specifics of the article in question, and to
your | ess-than-synpathetic source, Lubonyr Prytulak. | understand
that retired psychol ogi sts have nothing better to do with their tine,
but if this is the burning issue that M. Prytul ak woul d have us
bel i eve, then perhaps he m ght make his case a little nore cogently.
Hi s argunent that kosher certification constitutes "a secret nessage
to small groups” can hardly be taken seriously when certifying
agencies regularly organi ze prograns (such as the kosher awareness
canpaign M. Gace refers to in the article) for the sole purpose of
educating the public on the neaning of kosher certification. Mre to
t he point, how could M. Gace have |let such a blatant contradiction
go unchal | enged?



The publiciskept from learning
the meaning of kosher labels

A single small-scale and brief pronotional canpaign
(which M. Ben-Am |earned of only through Kevin

G ace's article on kosher, but has never seen the
likes of hinself) in the vicinity of Jew sh

nei ghbor hoods i n Vancouver does not denonstrate the
desire of kosher certifiers to have their | ogos w dely
recogni zed. The evidence before us points to the
superior generalization that kosher certifiers
organi ze educati onal progranms not "regularly" but
rarely, and that these prograns avoid targetting "the
public,” but rather target Jews. As to exactly what
thi s singular program consisted of, M. Ben-Am
doesn't know, since he lives on the other side of the
continent, and only read a brief reference to it in
Kevin Grace's article. The main purpose of the
canpai gn m ght have been not to pronote the genera
public's ability to recogni ze kosher synbol s, but
rather to pronote the notion that kosher products are
heal thier, a notion which is contradicted by kashruth
authorities, as will be denonstrated bel ow. The fact
that none of the participants in this discussion
reports any simlar canpai gn being observed before or
since suggests that it was experinental, and that the
results were not wholly successful —pronoters do not
typically restrict their advertising to a few
supermarkets within a single week once and never

agai n.

| f kosher-certification agencies did want kosher | ogos
to be widely recogni zed, then they could sinply add
the word "KOSHER' and the Magen David to them which
woul d render their neaning so clear that no

educati onal prograns woul d ever be necessary. To even
more fully guarantee the public's ability to identify
kosher | ogos, however, kosher certifiers could also

t ake the obvi ous step of running ads in mai nstream
newspapers and nagazi nes or on radi o or television,

whi ch | have never seen them do. The proof that
kosher certifiers don't want their |ogos recognized is
that the vast mgjority of consunmers in fact are
unawar e of the existence of these | ogos, and when the
| ogos are brought to their attention, do not know

t hei r meani ng.




Regarding the cost to the consuner, it is true that manufacturers pay
a licence fee to the certifying agency comensurate with the size and
conplexity of their manufacturing process to help offset the expense
of providing ongoing inspection. | amtenpted to liken this to the
wel | -establ i shed practice of nanufacturers to pay exorbitant fees for
the right to put nanes |ike "Ral ph Lauren” or "Disney" on their
clothing, but the conparison would be unfair.

DISNEY isrecognized by almost everybody,
COR isrecognized by almost nobody

The conparison would be unfair indeed, as "Ral ph
Lauren"” and "Di sney" names or |ogos are prominently

di spl ayed, and their significance w dely understood by
consuners. |In contrast, kosher |abels are tiny, are
soneti nes hidden, but nost inportantly are designed so
as to have no neaning for the vast majority of
consuners. | venture to predict that not one Centile
consurmer out of a hundred knows that the tiny COR on
hi s packagi ng stands for Council of Orthodox Rabbis.
Al'l kosher |abels could cone with the word "kosher" —
but they do not because it is intended that they not
be recogni zed for what they are. Consider, for
exanmpl e, the follow ng adm ssi on

One of the problens that had to be
overcone was the possibility that the
Gentile consuner would object to the word
kosher that appeared on the label. This
probl em was rai sed by the H J. Heinz
Conpany when it was negotiating with the
U OJ.C for supervision. An agreenent
was reached to drop the word kosher and to
use, instead, the synbol of a capital Uin
acircle.

Harold P. Gastwirt, Fraud, Corruption, and
Hol i ness: The Controversy Over the

Supervi sion of Jewish Dietary Practice in
New York City 1881-1940, Kenni kat Press,
Port Washi ngton NY and London, 1974, p.

11.

So, Ral ph Lauren and Di sney nmake their names and | ogos
prom nent and recogni zabl e because it hel ps sales, and
kosher certifiers make their | ogos hidden and

unr ecogni zabl e because they know that this is the only




way to avoid hurting sales. Wat kosher certifiers
fear —and they are right to do so —is that when the
public learns to identify kosher products, it wll
avoid them There is no other explanation for keeping
kosher | ogos hidden and their neaning secret.

Kosher certification provides a real service to consunmers. Product-
association with pop icons does nothing for consuners, while
enriching the noguls of nodern marketing.

Kosher certification benefitsonly a few Jews

Kosher certification provides a "real service" only to
(1) that infinitesimal mnority of Canadi ans who
observe Jewi sh dietary |laws, (2) those who profit from
the collection of kosher certification fees, and (3)
any Jews anong whom kosher certification income may be
distributed. No other benefit is derived by anyone.
The runmor —encouraged by the kosher business —t hat
kosher products are purer or nore hygienic or nore
nutritious is false —Kashruth authorities flatly deny
that health is either the intent of the Jewi sh dietary
| aws or the effect:

Kosher doesn't taste any better; kosher
isn't healthier; kosher doesn't have |ess
salmonella. Religion is not based on
logic. You can eat a Holly Farm chi cken
and not know the difference. But a Holly
Farm chi cken sells for 39 cents a pound on
sal e. Kosher chicken, especially right
bef ore the holidays, can sell for $1.69 a
pound. There's a |lot of noney to be nade.

Ot hodox Rabbi Shul em Rubi n, head of the
kosher inspection division of the New York
State Departnent of Agriculture and

Mar kets, quoted in the Washi ngton Post of
02Nov87, p. A3.




There's one m sconception | would like to
clear up. There's a perception that the
Jewi sh dietary laws are steeped in health
considerations. That's not so at all. It
is acommtnment to a strict adherence to a
tradition, a thread fromone generation to
another. |'mnot kosher because it's

heal thier —I1' m kosher because ny parents
wer e kosher and ny grandparents were
kosher. It's a commtnent!

Rabbi Irving Silverman, The Sun-Senti nel
(Chi cago), 20Mar 87.

The purpose and the goal of the Kosher

|l aws i s holiness, yet the nbst common

m sconception regardi ng Kashrut is that it
is an ancient health neasure.

The New Yor k Beef Industry Council, Inc.,
online at www. nybi c. org/ kosher. ht m

The great Mai noni des was one of those who
sought to provide a rationale for the
observance of the Kashruth laws. His
purpose was to draw the loyalty of those
who had abandoned them back to observing

t hem once again. However, even he had to
admt that when he wote of the Kashruth
code as being a neans to enhance hunman
health, he was nerely offering a possible
expl anation rather than an accepted
official interpretation. For those
students of Judai sm whose know edge was at
the introductory level, the initia

di scussi on of Kashruth m ght be based upon
a reason of health. But when this initial
stage had grown to a broader know edge and
a deeper faith, one that could accept the
fact that some Laws are to be observed
wholly on faith alone, then the truth that
Kashruth is wi thout |ogical explanation
could and shoul d be told.

Seynour E. Freedman, The Book of Kashrut h:
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A Treasury of Kosher Facts and Frauds,
Bl och Publishi ng Conpany, New York, 1970,
p. 3.

| prefer instead to focus attention on the econom cs of the issue.

| realize that M. Prytulak is a psychol ogi st and not an econom st,
but even psychol ogi sts nust possess a basi c understandi ng of the

ef fect of volune on the distribution of fixed costs in

manuf acturing. The good doctor cites cases where these |icence fees
have approached $40, 000.

Mr. Ben-Ami does no homework

| amflattered that the only estimate that M. Ben- Am
gi ves of the cost of kosher |abelling cones from ne,
although | think it reflects sonewhat poorly on his
kashruth expertise that he is unable to cite any
figures of his owmn. Cone to think of it, this sum of
$40, 000 that M. Ben-Am gets fromne is the only
statistic that he cites in his entire article, casting
even further doubt upon his expertise.

Had M. Ben-Anmi been a little nore assiduous in his
research, he mght have noted that the $40,000 that |

cite was quoted by Rabbi Bernard Levi who runs the OK

certification service, and who thus m ght be expected
to be downplaying his fees, and that furthernore this
fee paid by a single manufacturer was in 1975, which
at 10% i ncrease per year would be equivalent to a fee
of $433,338 today. Had M. Ben-Anm been a little nore
assiduous still in his research, he m ght have all owed
his eyes to scan down a few lines on that sane page of
m ne, and there noted Rabbi Jonah Gewirtz planning to
charge steel manufacturers $700,000 in 1992, which at
an annual increase of 10% woul d be equivalent to
chargi ng $1, 500,512 today. Had M. Ben-Am not been
as indolent in his research as he apparently was, he
coul d have flipped open any book on kashruth, and
there di scovered suns nore startling than either of

t he above, as for exanple that in New York City in
1934, "$25 mllion were spent above the normal retai
val ue because the product was believed to be kosher"
(Harold P. Gastwirt, Fraud, Corruption, and Holi ness,
1974, p. 9). Rather a lot of noney, given only New
York City, and given that |ong ago; and |l et us not




overl ook that (the inseparable conpanion of kosher

| abel ling being fraud) Gastwirt is careful to rem nd
us that although the products may have been | abelled
as kosher, they possibly were not so in reality.

M. Ben-Am —if Kosher labelling in New York City

al one way back in 1934 grossed $25 mllion in
surcharges, don't you think that it is possible that
it mght gross considerably nore than that in
surcharges in all of Canada today? M. Ben-Am —get
of f your butt, get sone facts, and stop expecting your
readers to be anused by your display of grasping at
straws.

Probi ng deeper for any evidence whatever of M. Ben-
Am 's expertise, or any evidence that M. Ben-Am had
ever gone to the trouble to do the slightest bit of
reading in preparation for his article, we are

di sappointed —M . Ben-Am not only offers no nunbers
beyond repeating ny $40,000, he al so never offers a
singl e quotation, never refers to any individual by
nane (except for Kevin Grace and nyself), never cites
a book or a newspaper or nmgazine article (except of
course for Kevin Grace's Is it kosher?); in spite of
directing his attack at ne, never shows any indication
of having visited ny web site, or being aware of the
accunul ation of information on that site, or even
bei ng aware of its existence; never offers a single
verifiable concrete detail which throws any |ight on
t he key questions, except in a few cases where he
seens to have nade up sone detail whose truth ranges
from dubi ous to plainly wong.

Continuing to sift for sone sign of M. Ben-Am's
expertise —we m ght expect that if he had ever
publ i shed anything (not necessarily a book, but let us
say even an article) on the subject of kosher
certification, that he would have told us, which he
does not. As M. Ben-Am furthernore does not offer
any credentials either of his acconplishnents in
kashruth studies, or credentials that he represents
sonme Jew sh group or sone Kashruth organi zation, we
are left with the overpowering inpression that he is
just a guy who wandered in off the street,
figuratively speaking, and was given a full page in
The Report Newsmagazi ne, color portrait included,
nmerely out of consideration for his being Jewish. On
that page, M. Ben-Am bent his efforts to slandering
me, and editor-publisher Link Byfield of The Report
Newsmagazi ne deni ed ne the opportunity to defend
nysel f out of consideration for ny being Ukrainian.




VWiile this may be so, what of it? Such a sumis so small in relation
to the huge vol unes produced by the | arge manufacturers he refers to
as to render it utterly neaningless to the consuner.

That'sjust what a bank robber would say

The bank robber who nakes off with $40,000 m ght al so
say, "Wat of it? Such a sumis so small in relation
to the huge anmobunts handl ed by banks as to render the
| oss to the individual depositor negligible."

Can M. Ben-Am be so naive as to not recogni ze that
this one bank robber will rob another bank tonorrow,
and another the day after that, and that his successes
w || encourage others to rob banks, and that their
exanmple will encourage crinme of all sorts, and that
the noney that these many crimnals accunul ate can be
used to stage still greater crinmes, and that suns

| arger than $40,000 will be lost, and so on, and so
on, all working toward the destruction of the society?

M. Ben-Am's argunent that a $40,000 | oss to Canadi an
consuners is insignificant is anal ogous to the
argunent that three cancer cells discovered in a

bi opsy are too fewto be a threat to the patient. The
whol e point is that the biopsy cancer cells are an

i ndi cation that cancer exists in the body, and a
war ni ng that the cancer nay have spread, and a threat
that it will spread; and in the sane way the existence
of a single $40,000 secret paynent bringing no benefit
to the general consuner is an indication that the
econony is being parasitized, and a warning that the
parasitization may have spread, and a threat that it

w || spread.

In fact, nost kosher products are significantly | ess expensive than
their non-kosher alternatives.



Mr. Ben-Ami's Orwellian
reversal of thetruth

O course M. Ben-Am does not tell us how he arrived

at his remarkabl e concl usion that kosher products are

cheaper. He is blessed with the gift of pulling facts
that suit himout of thin air, and he is blessed with

the even greater gift of hypnotizing editor-publisher

Link Byfield into not requesting corroboration

However, the kosher literature swanps us with evidence
to the contrary. You will recollect Rabbi Shul em
Rubi n above telling us that Holly Farm chi cken may
sell for 39 cents a pound, while indistinguishable
kosher chicken sells for $1.69 a pound. | find such
statenents that kosher is nore expensive abounding in
t he kosher literature, and | find statenents
supportive of Ben-Am's contrary assertion totally
absent. Here are two quotes that | amreadily able to
| ay hands on:

Where a particular product is marketed in
bot h kosher and nonkosher form e.gqg.

meat, the kosher brand often will demand a
hi gher price. Kashrut observers have been
willing to pay the extra noney on the
assunption that additional expenses are

i nvol ved i n processing kosher food. This
assunption often has been used to dupe and
defraud customers.

Harold P. Gastwirt, Fraud, Corruption, and
Hol i ness: The Controversy Over the

Supervi sion of Jewish Dietary Practice in
New York City 1881-1940, Kenni kat Press,
Port Washi ngton NY and London, 1974, p. 2.




"Why do the prices of neats, poultry and
certain fish skyrocket to double the
regul ar price, or nore, just before the
Jewi sh hol i days?", asks a Jew sh housew fe
in dismay. Each year, a few weeks before
Rosh Hashanah and Passover especially, the
prices of these food itenms double and even
triple. [...] Wy, then, is the
observant Kosher housew fe puni shed
because of her devotion to Judai sn®

[...] The perpetrators of this abuse have
heard the protest, but have gone al ong as
bef ore.

Seymour E. Freedman, The Book of Kashrut h:
A Treasury of Kosher Facts and Frauds,

Bl och Publishi ng Conpany, New York, 1970,
pp. 186-187.

To make matters worse, after wongly, and | nust say offensively,
characterizing these licensing fees as a "Jewi sh tax," M. Prytul ak
then clainms that "if the governnent levies a tax, then at |east the
consunmer can see how large it is." This begs the question: has M.
Prytulak —or M. Grace —been to the gas station lately?

Mr. Ben-Ami thinks consumers
can't find out the gasoline tax

| do not |inger over M. Ben-Am msquoting me —his
error doesn't change ny neaning, but it does fortify
the i mage of slovenliness that the rest of his article
has been building up. | also do not |inger over the
abom nation of not knowi ng what "to beg the question”
means, and incorrectly guessing that it neans "to cal
to mnd the question" —though at |east here M. Ben-
Am can offer the defense that he is nerely follow ng
the recent | ead of others whose education has been as
defective as his own.

More to the point —I can readily find out what the
governnent tax is on gasoline —I1 can tel ephone the
Canadi an Aut onobi | e Associ ati on (CAA) or any gasoline
retailer, or I can ermail a business reporter at a
newspaper, or | can wite ny nenber of parlianent, or
| can ask the nanager at a gas station —and any of




these will give ne the answer, and they won't call the
t hought police, and they won't question my sanity, and
they won't try to get ne fired, and they won't nenace
me, and they won't have ne investi gated.

| can do even better than that —I just did an Alta
Vi sta Canada search for "gasoline tax" on the
Internet. Item nunber three | ooked prom sing —a CAA

site —and so | clicked on it first, and the very
first sentence told ne that the federal tax on
gasoline was ten cents per liter. O course nore
detailed information is avail able only a few nouse
clicks away, as for exanple the follow ng fuel taxes
i n New Brunsw ck:

Gasol i ne tax 10.7 cents per liter
Motive fuel (diesel) tax 13.7 cents per liter
Propane tax 6.7 cents per liter
Avi ation fuel tax 2.5 cents per liter
Loconotive fuel tax 4.3 cents per liter

Any degree of detail is available —that Alta Vista
Canada search for "gasoline tax" netted nme 62,570
pages of information

In contrast, there is no way to readily find out the
magni tude of the Jew sh supermarket tax, and when |
try, Jews as far away as Otawa and New York City
(good thing I'mnot paranoid, or |I'd suspect a
conspiracy) wite articles hassling me, but not giving
me the answer.

There is, in short, a stunningly-obvious difference in
the availability of information regarding the
governnent gasoline tax and the Jew sh super nmarket

tax, and for M. Ben-Am to pretend not to see this

st unni ngl y- obvi ous difference indicates a willful

bl i ndness whi ch sends his al ready-shaky credibility
crashing to the ground.

Finally, M. Prytulak's nusings about a possible relationship between
kosher | abelling and the Canadi an Jew sh Congress are just plain
silly. The Canadian Jewi sh community is not a nmonolithic entity
represented by the CIC, nor are Canadian Jew sh institutions arranged
in a hierarchy with the CJC at the top. Qite the contrary, the
Canadi an Jewi sh community is as socially and politically diverse as
the rest of Canadi an society, and its many novenents and

organi zations reflect that diversity. The Canadian Jew sh Congress
is only one of these organizations, primarily dedicated to political
action, and having no nore of a stake in kosher certification than



M. Prytul ak has hinself.

Mr. Ben-Ami should stop pronouncing
upon things he does not know

Has either the Council of Othodox Rabbis (COR) or the
Canadi an Jewi sh Congress (CJC) authorized M. Ben-An
to describe their business relationship? |If so, then
M. Ben-Am should announce this, and then as a
recogni zed spokesnman of these organizations, his words

m ght carry sonme weight. |If not, then M. Ben-Am
shoul d di scl ose the alternative source of his
information. In the absence of either of these, he

may be suspected of additional fabrication.

| found your story ill-researched, unbal anced and disturbing in
tone. Quite frankly, | had conme to expect better of you.

Thank you, Mr. Ben-Ami, for staying awake
long enough to write your essay

You can go back to sl eep now.

Joseph Ben-Am is an engineering project consultant in Otawa.

Which happensto not be the qualification
that got him a pagein The Report
Newsmagazine

I f you want to know what qualification did get M. Ben-
Am a page in The Report Newsnagazi ne, please ask

edi tor-publisher Link Byfield through any of the
channel s given at the top of the present page, as for
exanple by emailing himat ar@ncentre. net.

HOME DISINFORMATION JEWISH TAX
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Moshe Ronen Letter 5 25-Mar-2000 The fallacy that higher
volume lower s costs

There can be no mistaking that the increased cost
of kosher certification does not vanish, but must
ultimately be entered on somebody's balance sheet
asaloss.

March 25, 2000
Moshe Ronen
Nat i onal Presi dent
Canadi an Jew sh Congress
100 Sparks Street Suite 650
Otawa, Ontario
K1P 5B7

Tel ephone: (613) 233-8703
Fax: (613) 233-8748

Mbshe Ronen

Doesthe kosher business answer the objection of
higher cost to the consumer by means of a fallacy?

The kosher-certification business answers the criticismthat
kosher certification raises prices by neans of the w dely-
repeated argunent exenplified in the tw instances bel ow
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Some criticismhas been raised that the expense
of kosher certification —plus the cost of
running a plant partially or conpletely in
keeping with the dietary laws —adds to the price
of the certified foods paid by all consuners.

The response from marketers of these products is
that certification, |ike advertising, increases
sales, lowers the manufacturing cost per unit and
t her eby reduces prices.

Leonard Sloane, "Calling It Kosher: How to and
Why, " The New York Tines, 18May75, p. F3.

Must a food manufacturer charge more money for his
product to cover the cost of Kosher supervision?

Al nost never. The actual cost of supervision is
generally mnimal. The increased sales which are
generated by the Kosher certification program
nore than conpensate for the additional Kosher

rel ated costs.

Uni on of Orthodox Jewi sh Congregations (OU) web
site at
http://ww. ou. or g/ kosher/ kosher ga/ supervi s. ht m#6

However, if adding kosher certification to, say, the alum num
foil of Manufacturer A raises sales of Alum numFoil A (a
supposition that | make for the sake of argunent, inplausible
and cl ose to unprovable though it is), then surely this wll
mean reduced sal es of non-kosher Al um num Foil B, and thus

i ncreased cost per roll of Alum numFoil B. The al um numfoi
pur chasi ng public taken collectively, then, is not benefitted,
but rather is burdened by having to bear the cost of kosher
certification. Furthernore —paradoxically and inequitably —
the burden of higher cost falls upon the shoul ders not of the
kosher consuner, but of the non-kosher.

| f, furthernore, Manufacturer B, in order to maintain
conpetitive pricing, fails to pass along his increased costs
to his consunmers, then he nust take these costs out of the

sal aries of his enployees, or out of their benefits, or out of
conpany profits —but there can be no m staking that the

i ncreased costs of kosher certification do not vanish, but
must ultinmately be entered on sonebody's bal ance sheet as a


http://www.ou.org/kosher/kosherqa/supervis.htm#6

| oss.

Shoul d Manufacturers A and B (assum ng that they are

equi val ent in size and together nonopolize the alum numfoi
mar ket) both pay for kosher certification, then the surcharge
I nposed upon the alum numfoil purchasing public doubl es,

nei ther manufacturer is able to use kosher certification to

| ure custonmers away fromthe other, and so no alteration in
sal es volunes from pre-kosher-certification days seens
possible. If it were to be argued that kosher certification
of all alumnumfoil would increase the public's use of
alumnumfoil (and in this way produce the higher-vol une-

| owers-costs effect), then it could be answered that the
public woul d have | ess noney to pay for other products, say
non- kosher paper towels, such that reduced sal es of non-kosher
paper towels would lead to higher prices for them Again, we
note that it would be the purchasers of non-kosher products
that woul d end up subsidi zi ng purchasers of kosher products.

The negative inpression that your answer mght try to correct
here is that there is no escaping the conclusion that when
kosher certification siphons noney out of the econony, it
truly does cone out of sonmebody's pocket, nost likely the
consuner's, and cannot be conpensated by the higher-vol une-

| owers-costs effect except in circunscribed cases, but not
when bringing the |arger econony into the equation.

Lubonyr Prytul ak
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JUSTICE
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Moshe Ronen Letter 2 22Mar00 IsJewish ritual slaughter inhumane?

"We are united against the slaughter of conscious
animals, consider it ahorror initself, and an
abomination when coupled with the vicious devices used
torestrain conscious livestock. We have nothing to gain,
neither on earth nor in heaven, by slaughtering God's
creatureswhilethey are conscious." — Rabbi Dr. Eugen
Kullman

The Jews for Aninmal Rights (JAR) web page contains little information,
but m ght provide a nmeans to reach people with interests in this area:
www. m cahbooks. com JAR ht mi

March 22, 2000
Moshe Ronen
Nati onal President
Canadi an Jew sh Congress
100 Sparks Street Suite 650
OGtawa, Ontario
K1P 5B7

Tel ephone: (613) 233-8703
Fax: (613) 233-8748
Moshe Ronen:

I n advanci ng our discussion of kosher accreditation, | bring to your
attention an advertisenent placed in the New York Tinmes of 17Mar67, p.
29, titled "TH S I S SLAUGHTER OF CONSCI OQUS ANI MALS. "

Who placed this
advertisement?

The New York Tines advertisenent, "TH S | S SLAUGHTER OF CONSCI OQUS
ANI MALS, " is credited to the
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COW TTEE FOR HUVANE LEG SLATI ON, | NC.
17 West 60 St.,
New York, N.Y. 10023

Li sted underneath this conmittee's banner are the foll ow ng
menbers:

H R H The Duke and Duchess of W ndsor

Alice Herrington
Executive Director, and
President, Friends of Animals, I|nc.

Dr. John Bol and
Chi ef of Radi ot her apy
M. Sinai Hospital

Dr. Irving G aef
Consul tant Physi ci an
Lenox Hill Hospital

Dr. David Curevitch

Clinical Professor of Rehabilitation

Col unbi a Presbyterian Medical Center and

Medical Director of Blythdale Children's Hospital,
Val hal I a, N.Y.

Dr. Maria Mrgenstern
Psychi atri st

Dr. Juan Negrin

At t endi ng Neur o- Sur geon

Lenox Hill Hospital

New York Metropolitan Medical Center




Dr. Saul K. Padover

Chai rman, Departnent of Political Science
G aduat e School

New School for Social Research

Dr. Henry Schwab

Seni or Assi stant Physi ci an
Met abol i ¢ Divi sion

St. Care's Hospital
Instructor in Medicine
New Yor k Medi cal Coll ege

A box of text within this advertisenent, which will be reproduced

farther below, is signed by

Rabbi Dr. Eugen Kul | man

Departnment of Religion and Phil osophy
New School for Social Research

Vi ce-President, Friends of Animals, Inc.

O her nanmes that are listed without specification of affiliation

appear in what is labelled as a "partial listing":

| sabel Brooks, Shepard Col eman, John Cram

R chardson, Rem Saunder, Frank Shoenborn,

Gretchen Wler, and John Zanetti.

El mer and Ruth Berger, Irene Balletta, Gordon and

D az, Constance Fisher, Regi na Frankenberg,
Col dberg, Rabbi David CGol dberg, John T. Gorman, Dr.
and Ms. L. CGottesman, G etchen G aef, Fannie
Hurst, Ms. W E. Josten, Helen Lehman, Al exander
and El |l sabeth Lewy, Jacques and Vera Lindon, Janes
A. Maclntosh, Marjorie Mtchell, Juliet Pitt,
Theodor Primack, Gene and Hel en Rayburn, Wells

Stein, Carole Tauber, Lawence and Trudy W/I ki nson,

Rosita
Al an

Dor ot hy




What doesthe
advertisement advocate?

(1) The advertisement advocatesthe signing of a
petition

The advertisenment asks the reader to sign a petition advocating
t he humane sl aughter of animals and advocating the passage of the
Hudson- Adans- Li s-Enery bill:

(GOVERNOR ROCKEFEL LER, State Capitol, Albany,
New Y ork

| insist that all the animals be humanely rendered
unconsci ous and insensible to pain before being
shackl ed, hoisted, cast, thrown, or cut. | request
that you apply the full power of your high office
to ensure that A5425-S2333 is passed into | aw.

want the nmeat | buy to cone fromthis nodern

sl aught er.

signature

address

(2) The advertisement advocates support for the
Hudson-Adams-Lis-Emery bill

The Hudson- Adans-Lis-Enery bill sounds innocuous enough, nerely
advocating that kosher-sl aughtered neat be | abelled as kosher,
and non-kosher be | abelled as non-kosher. One would inmagine all
m ght find such a bill harm ess and inoffensive, which however
proves to be very far fromthe case, as we shall |earn bel ow.
The bill reads as foll ows:




Sale of meat. To ensure the right of each citizen
to purchase neat slaughtered in accordance with his
belief, all meat sold for human consunption

desi gnat ed as kosher, shall be the product of a
ritual nethod of slaughtering, and all neat sold
for human consunption, not designated as kosher
shall be the product of nobdern slaughter. Each

sl aught erer, packer and stockyard operator shal
certify to the conm ssioner that his method of

sl aughter conforns with the provisions of this act
and shall sell his product for human consunpti on,
in whole or in part, only in accordance with this
act .

What occasioned the
placing of such an
advertisement?

There appear to be two reasons why this advertisenent was pl aced:

(1) The advertisement was placed because Jewish
ritual slaughter tendsto beinhumane

It woul d appear that Jew sh ritual slaughter tends to be

i nhumane, as denonstrated in the followi ng excerpt fromthe
advertisenent. (Al ellipses and all insertions within square
brackets in this passage appeared in the original advertisenent
wi th one exception —the material shown between square brackets
in a blue font had been deleted fromthe New York Tines

adverti senent, and has been put back in by nyself. | found the
deleted material in Seymour E. Freednman, The Book of Kashruth: A
Treasury of Kosher Facts & Frauds, Bl och Publishing Conmpany, New
York, 1970, p. 43.)




U.SA. 1961

"A nunber of years ago the Federal inspectors ruled
that no animal is to be slaughtered with its head
resting on the floor probably for sanitary

reasons. Therefore the animal is slaughtered while
hanging in the air suspended by its hind legs with
the head at the right height for the shochet

[Jewi sh sl aughterer] to reach it. 1In order to do
this properly it nmust be forced to remain perfectly
still during the tinme of slaughter. To render it

i ncapabl e of novenent, a rope is attached to one of
its front legs, then tied securely to the wall by
means of pulley and hooks while the head is nmade

secure and inmmbile.... A plier with an iron hook
at either end is inserted in the animal's nostril
[and] tightened.... The plier is then pulled by a

rope and secured to the opposite wall so that the
front leg is pulled to one wall while the head with
the help of the hooks is pulled to the other wall
thus subjecting it to the nbst excruciating pain

i mginable.... The aninmal generally screans and
bel  ows with agoni zing pain until the shochet cuts
its throat thus putting it out of its msery."
Excerpts froma shochet's report, Jew sh Press.

Jan. 13, 1961

U.S.A. 1967

"In a Kosher plant | recently visited, the hoi st
was operated until the steer was hangi ng suspended
by the leg with its face partly on the floor. The
sl aught er house worker then turned the hose on the
animal's face and neck so that the aninal got the
full force of the water[, and then | witnessed
sonething | had read about as occurring in Kosher
plants, that | could scarcely believe when | read
it. The packing-house enpl oyee deliberately

pl unged both his hands into the steer's eyes until
the eyes were displaced by being pushed back into
the head.] He then grasped the sides of the eye
sockets and held the aninmal that way while the
shochet, the man who performs the kosher sl aughter
stepped forward to cut the steer's throat. The
hoi st was then operated again until the animal's
head was several feet fromthe floor and the ani mal
was noved along the notor driven |ine, hanging head
downward, its full body wei ght suspended by the
shackled hind leg, ... every part of the body
quivering.... Wile the struggling was going on,

t he shackl e was rel eased and the steer was dunped




on the floor, still ... noving convul sively.
These, in ny judgnment, were not post-nortem
reflexes. They were too violent. This entire

procedure ... was routinely and systematically
carried out on all of the animals | watched being
sl aughtered." Excerpts froma statenent by the

presi dent of a national humane society at a public
neeting of Friends of Animals, Inc., Feb. 5, 1967.

Two phot ogr aphs acconpany the New York Tines advertisenent, which
given that ny copy of the advertisenent was nmade frommicrofilm

I have only extrenely poor copies of —nevertheless, | reproduce
a snmall version of one of these photographs which shows a cow
hangi ng by one hind leg, with its neck and head resting on the

fl oor —who knows for what reason? Maybe this cow is already
dead; but maybe it is alive and conscious, and ready to have an
assistant hold its head fromwi thin its eye sockets so as to
prevent its struggling to escape during the work of the Jew sh
ritual slaughterer

In connection with the shackling and hoi sting depicted above, a
source other than the New York Times advertisenent that we are
di scussing offers the foll owi ng observation

For while the act of shechita [ritual slaughter]
itself is humane, the nethod of restraining the
animal prior to the slaughter (as has been
practiced in the past and even today) is generally
recogni zed as far fromperfect. The shochet
[ritual slaughterer] is the first to admt this.
The nmethod (known as "shackling and hoisting")
currently enployed in nost abattoirs consists of
shackling the back feet of the aninal w th chains,
and then hoisting it off the floor so that its head
hangs down awaiting the shochet's knife. It is
presuned (with some justification) that hanging an
animal of eight to fifteen hundred pounds fromthe




ceiling by its hind legs is a painful, frightening
experience for the animal.

Seynour E. Freedman, The Book of Kashruth: A
Treasury of Kosher Facts & Frauds, Bl och Publishing
Company, New York, 1970, p. 33.

To Freedman's statnent, we might feel an obligation to add
several qualifications: (1) that the act of shechita (ritua

sl aughter) itself is humane is capabl e of being doubted, as wll
be di scussed bel ow, (2) shackling and hoisting al one do not
produce the degree of inmobilization that the Jewi sh ritua

sl aughterer requires, which may call for sonme further neasure to
be taken prior to throat slitting, such as an assistant thrusting
his fingers into the animal's eye sockets, as described above;

(3) if shackling and hoisting a cow by both hind | egs can be
assuned to be painful, then shackling and hoisting the cow by one
hind | eg, as pictured above, nust be assunmed to be even nore

pai nful .

(2) The advertisement was placed because the non-
kosher public unwittingly eats meat that comes from
Jewish ritual slaughter

KOSHER OR NON-KOSHER — THE MEAT YOU
NOW BUY ISRITUALLY SLAUGHTERED. About

90% of all ritual slaughter is sold wthout the
kosher designation. The cruelty, then, continues

| argely because the non-kosher consunmer unknow ngly
pays for it through his nmeat purchases.

We understand, of course, that 90% of ritual -slaughtered neat
bei ng purchased by non-kosher consuners is not at all the sane as
90% of neat purchased by non-kosher consumers conming fromritua
sl aughteri ng.

The goal of the New York Tinmes advertisenent, then, can be re-
formulated as (1) to halt inhumane sl aughter, and (2) to propose
the neans by which this halt can be achi eved —which is by
identifying for consunmers nmeat that originates fromritua

sl aughter, which will cause themto avoid it, and which in turn
will bring econonic pressure to halt the practice:




The kosher consuner has al ready obtai ned the full
protection of the state: Wen he bu y k sher neat
the law assures himthat it is the produ t of
ritual slaughter. The state owes the non-ko h
onsumer equal protection in the | aw Y h

right to know that the neat youbyh bee

sl aught ered by nodern net hods Th ion of the
bill reprinted bel ow protects you — dtheanimals
as well, because this law w || f cethe

sl aught er houses, through econonic necessity, to
noderni ze the ritual.

The New York Times
advertisement further
Instructs us that humane
slaughtering methods are
avallable, and that thereis
nothing in Jewish
religious law that stands
In the way of Jews
adopting such methods




THE COMPASSIONATE CIVILIZATION

One cannot claimto be a civilized people while

mal treating animals, by killing themw thout first
maki ng theminsensible to pain. Methods used in
nodern sl aught er render ani mals unconsci ous rapidly
and effectively, after which they can be shackl ed,
hoi sted, cut and bl ed.

In New York, Friends of Animals, Inc., has asked
the legislature to pass into law a neasure to
alleviate the extrenes of fear and pain to which
animal s are subjected. Please help pass this |aw —
you owe it to the animals and to your conscience.

This is slaughter of conscious aninmals. Several
Eur opean countries have banned it. In Anmerica it
continues with the full approval of the religious
of ficials who work in the sl aughterhouses.

CRUELTY KNOWS NO
RELIGION AND RELIGION
MUST KNOW NO CRUELTY

There is, in fact, no sentence in the
Bible, and no injunction in the
Talmudical treatise on slaughtering
(Chullin) against making the animal
unconscious.

We are united agai nst the slaughter of conscious
animals, consider it a horror in itself, and an
abomi nati on when coupled with the vicious devices
used to restrain conscious |livestock. W have
nothing to gain, neither on earth nor in heaven, by
sl aughtering God's creatures while they are

consci ous.

[ si gnat ure]

Rabbi Dr. Eugen Kul |l man

Department of Religion and Phil osophy
New School for Social Research

Vi ce-President, Friends of Animals, Inc.




So, what's the problem?

G ven that the above information in the New York Tines
advertisenent is nore than three decades ol d, and from anot her
country, it may be expected that it has no application to Canada
t oday, where humane net hods of slaughter may be expected to have
been adopted | ong ago. However, this is far froma certainty,
and deserves investigation.

(1) One problem isthat Jewish ritual slaughter has
historically been allied with inhumane methods of
immobilization:

Jewi sh ritual slaughter has enployed several procedures for

i mmobilizing the animal prior to its having its throat slit by
the Jewi sh ritual slaughterer, all of the procedures being
cruel. Above, we have already seen two of these procedures:

(1) the animal is hung by a hind | eg, then has one of its
forelegs pulled toward one wall, and by means of an iron hook
inserted into its nostril, has its nose pulled toward the
opposite wall;

(2) an assistant imobilizes the animal's head by forcing his
fingers into the animal's eye sockets. And below, we see a third
variation —which is

(3) ramm ng a long, heavy stick into the animal's rectum and
pressing upward agai nst the spine:

Even for Kosher slaughtering, shackling and

hoi sting is a major correction over previously

enpl oyed net hods of positioning the animl for

sl aughter. One shochet, whose soul could not be at
peace until he rid his abattoir of its "practica
brutalities,"” described his shock at the

i nhumaneness he witnessed. [...] Wen a cattle
driver has difficulties with a steer, he pushes the
rod against its hind part, including the rectumif
necessary, and opens the switch, thus giving the
steer a painful electric shock. The steer was then
made to face the wall. Since normally an ani nal
woul dn't stand in this position, another very

pai nful device was used to nake himobey. A long




heavy stick was forced into its rectum by one of

t he enpl oyees and pressed upward. This immbilized
the animal to the spot. His entire spine arched
and his body quivered with pain.

Seynour E. Freedman, The Book of Kashruth: A
Treasury of Kosher Facts & Frauds, Bl och Publishing
Conmpany, New York, 1970, p. 34.

(2) A second problem isthat Jewish ritual slaughter
may remain inhumane even if humane methods of
immobilization were adopted

W saw above testinobny that the animal appeared to retain

consci ousness even after its throat had been slit and it had been
dunped on the floor. Do we have reason to believe that throat
slitting produces instantaneous death such that we shoul d

di sbelieve this testinmony of prolonged suffering? |In an attenpt
to answer this question, | consulted a description of the throat
slitting enployed in Jew sh ritual slaughter

Shehitah (Heb.), the Jew sh nethod of slaughtering
[of] permitted animals or birds for food.
Spot | essly clean sharp knife is drawn qui ckly and
uni nterruptedly across throat, severing w ndpipe,
esophagus, jugular veins, and carotid arteries,
causi ng i nmedi at e unconsci ousness and deat h.

Ceof frey Wgoder (editor), Encyclopedic Dictionary
of Judai ca, Leon Am el Publisher, New York-Paris,
and Keter Publishing House, Jerusalem 1974, p.
548. A diacritic dot underneath the middle "h" in
shehitah was present in the original, but was not
r epr oduced above.

However, the above description fell short of dispelling ny
doubts. For one thing, the severing of the w ndpipe, perhaps,
does not lead to death, as air mght continue to be inhaled into
the lungs whether it entered through the nouth or through the
opened throat at the level of the severed wi ndpipe. Death m ght
nore plausibly cone fromthe severing of throat arteries which
supply oxygen to the brain. However, such a severing possibly
does not cause an instantaneous | oss of consciousness either, as
consci ousness continues for sone nonments even after the flow of
fresh blood to the brain has been halted, and in any case,
vertebral arteries which are not nentioned as bei ng severed by
throat slitting nmight continue to supply sone oxygen to the

brai n.




Therefore, it may be hypothesized that Jew sh ritual slaughter
produces | oss of consciousness nore slowy than does the shooting
of a prong gun, otherw se known as a bolt gun, into the animal's
brain, such that it is possible that Jew sh ritual slaughter nust
al ways be | ess humane than nodern net hods, no matter what

i nproved i mobilization technique it adopts.

(3) A third remaining problem isthat Jewish groups
havereliably, and often successfully, opposed the
introduction of humane methodsto Jewish ritual
slaughter

Jews regularly resist the inposition of nmethods which render the
ani mal insensitive to pain, under the rabbinical objection that
stunning the aninmal prior to shackling and hoisting renders it
trayfe, or unfit for consunption

Wrth noting in the follow ng passage is that Jew sh religious
| eaders reject every nethod of rendering the ani mal unconsci ous
which injures the brain, and yet do not propose any alternative
nmet hod of rendering the ani mal unconscious, which reduces to
Jewi sh opposition to rendering the ani mal unconsci ous:

In Septenber 1893, Switzerland becane the first
government to introduce humane sl aughter
legislation. It passed a law requiring that the
ani mal be stunned and made insensible to pain

bef ore being slaughtered. The stunning device used
was a hamrer with which the animal was hit over the
head. Later on, a bolt pistol was enployed, which
had the same effect of stunning the animal, but
refined the procedure sonmewhat.

The Swi ss nove to insure humane sl aughter was first
i ntroduced in the Canton of Aragon, in

Switzerland. The Jewi sh Community accepted the
humane intent of the proposed |egislation, but not
t he procedure of stunning the animal. In nost

i nstances the inaccuracy of the stunning procedure
broke the skull of the animal and pierced the
menbrane protecting the brain. This damage to the
brain was sufficient to make the animal trayfe, as
woul d any fatal accident.

Seynmour E. Freedman, The Book of Kashruth: A
Treasury of Kosher Facts & Frauds, Bl och Publishing
Conmpany, New York, 1970, p. 35.

I medi ately bel ow, one m ght wonder what religious principle
dictates that damage to the animal's brain during slaughter




renders it unfit for consunption
esophagus,
render

throat, wi ndpi pe,
neck nmuscul ature does not
consunpti on:

but damage to the aninal's
carotid arteri es,
unfit for

jugul ar vei ns, and

t he ani nmal

I n Norway,
the Swi ss instance,

outl awed shechita.

in June 1929, a | aw was effected which
required stunni ng before shechita, but which

because of danmage to the brain,

as in
rendered the ani mal trayfe
and thus in effect

Seynour E. Freedman,
Treasury of Kosher

Company, New Yor k

Facts & Frauds,
1970, p. 38.

The Book of Kashruth: A
Bl och Publ i shi ng

The foll owi ng two passages
effort to win Jew sh ritual
sl aughtering | aws:

suggest a wi despread and | ong-standi ng
sl aught er exenpti on from humane-

Hunane- sl aughter legislation first appeared in the
United States in 1958 in a federal bill which
out | awed t he shackl i ng- and- hoi sting preparations of
conscious aninmals. The intent of this legislation
was to reduce the potential of suffering for the
animal. The animal was to be stunned by a hamrer
or bolt pistol prior to being hoisted. Senators
Jacob Javits and Cifford P. Case introduced an
anendnent to this bill which linmted its power to
non- Kosher killing. Kosher-slaughtered animals
were to be shackled and hoi sted as before.

Seynour E. Freedman, The Book of Kashruth: A
Treasury of Kosher Facts & Frauds, Bl och Publishing
Conmpany, New York, 1970, p. 40.

O her legislation introduced into state

| egi slatures has followed this pattern of exenpting
Kosher sl aughtering fromany Iimtations or
controls. In 1967, for exanple, bills were

i ntroduced in the New York State Legi sl ature which
aroused strong enotion and debate in the Jew sh
comunities throughout the state. One such bill,
sponsored by The Friends of Animals, Inc., [...]
required that non-Kosher slaughter be perforned on
aninmals that were rendered insensible to pain
because this is humane. The wording of the bill,
whi | e conceding to shechita the privil ege of
continuing its nmethod wi thout change, inplied that
shechita is not humane sl aughter because it does
not permt stunning the aninal prior to slaughter.




The Mason bill added further consternation by
requiring the neat packer to | abel neats either
"Kosher" or "humane," creating an obvious division
bet ween t he Kosher and non- Kosher sl aughtered

ani mal s whi ch was unconplinmentary to Jews.

Seynmour E. Freedman, The Book of Kashruth: A
Treasury of Kosher Facts & Frauds, Bl och Publishing
Conmpany, New York, 1970, p. 41.

In summary, given that cruelty has been involved in severa

i mmobi lization techniques enployed in Jew sh ritual slaughter in
the past, and given that even if humane inmobilization were
adopted, throat-slitting may | eave an ani mal conscious for sone
unacceptabl e interval, and given that Jews have often opposed,
and won exenption from humane-slaughter laws in the past, and on
top of that given the disproportionate influence Jews have over

t he Canadi an governnment and the Canadi an press —given all that,

t he Canadi an consuner or animal-rights synpathizer nay be excused
for questioning the degree to which Jewish ritual slaughter in
Canada today has nmet contenporary standards for the humane
treatnment of animals, and may be excused for thinking it prudent
to ask for evidence that Jew sh ritual slaughter has abandoned
its historical cruelty, rather than nerely assumng that it has.

Do we see Jewish
resistance to humane
slaughter continuingto
mor e recent times?

The Jewi sh Tel egraph Agency report of July 1992 bel ow | eaves the
i npression that instead of defending Jew sh ritual slaughter by
denonstrating that it has becone humane, the Jew sh response is
to continue to deny consuners information that they are eating
Jewi sh-ritual -slaughtered neat. But if Jewi sh ritual sl aughter
has becone humane, then there should be no | oss to Jewi sh i ncone
fromallow ng the consuner to know whether the neat he is about
to purchase originates fromJew sh ritual slaughter or not.
Surely the Jewi sh practice of denying the consuner information




concerning the origin of his nmeat invites the hypothesis that
Jewi sh ritual slaughter does continue to be inhumane. ("Are
currently said" bel ow should probably read "are currently sold.")

FROM THE
JTA
NEWSWIRE

Decision by European
Parliament could raise cost of
kosher food

The European Parlianment has backed a nove that, if
i npl enented, could send the cost of kosher neat in
Britain skyrocketing. Menbers of the European
Parlianent, the |l egislative branch of the European
Community, declared that consuners nmust be told if
they are buying neat produced by religious

sl aught er.

But despite the politician's vote, an official at
t he European Commission, the E.C.'s adninistrative
body, said the proposal was unlikely to becone
European | aw. David Massel, executive director at
the Board of Deputies of British Jews, described
the vote as an "unwel cone devel oprent . "

The proposed | abeling of religiously slaughtered
meat "stigmatizes shechitah as sonething which is

cruel ," he said, using the Hebrew word for ritua
slaughter. "The Mnistry of Agriculture has

rejected such a nmove in Britain, and we hope that
view wi ||l prevail." Dayan Berel Berkovits of the

Federati on of Synagogues Beth Din said he was
"extrenely perturbed."

Labeling inplies shechitah is |ess hunane than

ot her sl aughter nethods, he said, and there would
be serious economi c repercussions for the kosher
trade. The back parts of animals killed by
shechitah are currently said to the non-Jew sh
mar ket because they are not kosher. But if shops
were to start turning down | abel ed neat, the cost
woul d have to be passed on to the kosher consuner.

"If the man in the street reads a | abel saying that




the neat has been produced by ritual slaughter, his
automatic reaction would be there is sonething
wong with it, therefore it should be avoided,"
Berkovits said. "The hindquarters, which are now
sold to the general nmarket, would no |onger be
acceptabl e, and therefore the price of kosher neat
woul d double or treble."

The proposal, put forward by David Mrris, a
British nenber of the European Parlianent, stil
nmust be approved by the E.C. Council of M nisters.
But since Britain, which is opposed to the

| abel ing, holds the presidency of the council,
there are strong hopes here it will ultimately be
rejected. But Berkovits warned that until the
right to shechitah is guaranteed i n European | aw,
"there will always be a danger of anmendnents to
interfere with or ban it."

The M dwest Jewi sh Week, 17Jul 92, p. 4.

I trust that you will agree that Dayan Berel Berkovits's
statement in the final sentence above irrationally confuses two
things: (1) the right of the consunmer to know the origin of his
meat, his right to boycott neat products that involve needl ess
cruelty, and his right to termnate his hidden subsidizing of
needl ess cruelty; (2) the banning of Jew sh ritual slaughter
through legislation. Only the first was proposed by the European
Parliament |egislation, not the second. According to the
proposed | egi slation, Jews would enjoy the freedomto continue
Jewi sh ritual slaughter enploying any degree of cruelty that they
chose, and the general public would enjoy the freedomto
termnate their hidden subsidy of cruel slaughter if they so
chose. In Berkovits's egocentric and garbled logic, if the
public were to choose not to subsidize cruel slaughter, then this
woul d constitute an infringenment on his right to practice his
religion.




Does cruelty in Jewish
ritual slaughter encourage
the blood libel?
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15th-cent. German woodcut show-
ing Jews extracting blood from
Simon of Trent, subject of ltalian

ke e g




ing Jews extracting blood from
Simon of Trent, subject of ltalian
blood libal, 1475.

The above illustration and caption acconpany the "Bl ood Libel"
entry in Geoffrey Wgoder (editor), Encyclopedic Dictionary of
Judai ca, Leon Am el Publisher, New York-Paris, and Keter

Publ i shi ng House, Jerusalem 1974, p. 95. The entry itself is:

Blood Libel, al | egati on that Jews nurder non-Jews,
esp. Christians, in order to obtain blood for
Passover or other rituals. Led to nany trials and
massacres of Jews in the Mddle Ages and early
Moslem times. Tiszaeszlar (1881) and Beilis trial
(1911) anpong nost notorious accusations. Revived
by Nazi s.

A table titled "NOTED BLOOD LIBELS" lists 21 incidents, starting
fromthe year

1144, Norwich, England, Canonization of " martyr child": first recorded blood libel in
Europe;

continuing through the instance illustrated above
1475, Trent, Italy, Canonization of " martyr child"; 9 Jewsdied;

and ending with

1911-1913, Kiev, Russia, Bellis case evoked wor [dwide reaction.

The final entry above, of course, refers to the trial of Mende
Beilis in Kyiv Ukraine, on which Bernard Ml anud | oosely based
his novel, The Fixer. In the Beilis trial, the Ukrainian jury
concluded that a ritual nurder had indeed taken place, but that

i nsufficient evidence had been brought forward to prove that the
accused Beilis had been invol ved —an outcone that you will get
no inkling of fromThe Fixer, in which, if | remenber correctly,

t he accused "fixer" is not only convicted, but is executed as
wel |, thus denonstrating for us how Jewish art is able to inprove
upon Wkrainian reality.

Sumi ng the total nunber executed or killed in these 21 incidents
gi ves 307 Jews, plus 2 conversos. That the harmto the Jews
greatly exceeded the nunmber of their fatalities is evidenced by
such entries as, "Jews expelled," "Led to | arge-scale
emigration," "Ruin of the Jewish comunity,” and "Anti-Jew sh
riots."

In addition to the interpretation offered in the accusation
itself —that the victimwas killed by Jews for ritualistic

pur poses —one can i magi ne many ot her possible interpretations of
such incidents. For exanple, the victimmy have been nurdered




for reasons unrelated to Jews or Judaism and then the nurder
interpreted by authorities as a Jewi sh ritual nurder for
political purposes. O, perhaps the murderer recognized that by
giving his victimthe appearance of having been killed in a

Jewi sh ritual nurder, he could throw investigators off the

track. O, one can imagine that the victimwas nurdered by non-
Jews in a simulation of Jewish ritual nmurder in order to incite
aninosity toward Jews. Such a sinulation by non-Jews could be
made by established non-Jew sh | eaders, or it could be the
deranged act of sonme | one crackpot who wished to incite hostility
agai nst Jews for personal reasons, or perhaps w shed to inplenent
some schene by which the blood libel would raise himto

| eadership. O, one can imgine that the victi mwas nurdered by
Jewi sh I eaders in a sinulation of Jewish ritual murder in order
to increase Jewi sh cohesion and control of these Jew sh | eaders
over their coreligionists. Here too, such a simulation of a

Jewi sh ritual nurder could be a political decision on the part of
establi shed Jewi sh | eaders, or it could be the act of a |one,
crackpot Jew in sone desperate attenpt to augnent his power. A

| arge nunmber of scenarios can be i magi ned along these lines, the
pl ausibility of each dependi ng upon the particulars of any given
case.

Inillustrating the breadth of viable hypotheses as to what nmay
be the truth underlying any particular instance of a blood |ibel
nmust be the recognition that whatever the loss to Jews as a
whol e, there cones al so the understandabl e and i nevitable
incitement of Jew sh fear and hatred agai nst non-Jews, and a
resul ti ng hei ghtened group cohesi on anong Jews, and a resulting
hei ght ened submi ssion of Jews to their Jewi sh | eadership. Thus,
for sone Jew sh | eaders, the occurrence of a blood libel will be
wel comed because of the increase it brings to their power.

But if the blood libel is of occasional use to Jew sh | eaders,
then the question arises of whether these | eaders m ght not
encourage it, and how. Under normal circunstances, the
accusation of ritual nurder carries low plausibility, and is
rarely brought forward. The best defense that Jews woul d be able
to make agai nst such an accusation is that their religion eschews
all cruelty. Perhaps such a defense would give the accusation a
prima facie inplausibility, and the attenpt to win backers for

t he accusation would m scarry. In fact, against al nost every
group that readily conmes to nmind, the accusation appears to never
have been nade with the same promi nence that it has repeatedly
been nmade agai nst Jews. Catholics, Buddhists, Hi ndus, Mislins,
Zoroastrians, Presbyterians —none of these, as far as | know,
have been pronminently accused of ritual nurder. Ukrainians, the
favorite whipping boys of the Jews, are accused of nany things,
but never of ritual nmurder. So, why are ot her groups exenpt from
the charge of ritual nmurder? Wy is it only Jews who are the
targets of this accusation? Wy do Jew sh encycl opedias carry
tables of blood |ibels against Jews, but Ukrainian encycl opedi as
do not carry tables of blood |ibels against Ukrainians?

And the answer —one of the answers —mi ght be that Jews al one




out of all the mmjor groups one can inmagi ne are the ones who
practice cruelty in their religion. The existence of cruelty in
Jew sh ritual slaughter does not permt Jews the defense that
their religion eschews all cruelty. The existence of cruelty in
Jewi sh ritual slaughter does not pernmit Jews the defense that
anong themthere is none capable of a deed as sangui nary as
ritual nmurder. Quite the opposite —the existence of cruelty
within Jewi sh ritual slaughter builds wthin non-Jews an inmage of
Judaismas a religion that harbors a sadistic streak —and thus

| ends sone plausibility to any particul ar accusation of ritual
nmurder. To consider an extrenme contrast —where H ndus refuse to
kill a cow no matter how humane such a killing would be, Jews
insist on killing cows only after subjecting themto extrenme pain
—whi ch quite sinply denonstrates why Hindus are exenpt fromthe
charge of ritual nmurder and Jews are not. Even if no instance of
Jewi sh ritual nurder had ever taken place in the whole history of
the earth, suspicions that it had would be encouraged and
strengthened by the existence of Jewi sh ritual slaughter. In
short, the fact that Jews regularly practice Jew sh ritua

sl aught er makes nore plausible in the public mind the possibility
that Jews al so may occasionally practice Jewi sh ritual nurder.

| propose such hypotheses in order to explain a col ossa

i ncongruity —that even while sonme Jew sh religious | eaders and
schol ars argue that nothing in Jew sh religious |aw prevents Jews
from adopti ng hunane met hods of slaughter, and that even while
the worl d | ooks upon the cruelty of Jewish ritual slaughter with
repugnance, and that even while Jews are threatened with econonic
| osses for continuing to practice cruelty within Jewi sh ritua

sl aughter —even with all these forces pressing toward the
abandonnent of cruelty within Jewi sh ritual slaughter, Jews stil
cling to this cruelty. How to explain such a vast incongruity,
unl ess cruelty within Jewi sh ritual slaughter brings with it sone
conceal ed benefit? And what might this conceal ed benefit of
cruelty be? In its extrenme, episodic nanifestation, the benefit
of cruelty within Jewi sh ritual slaughter m ght be the outbreak
of the blood libel. And in its nore noderate, chronic

mani festation, the benefit m ght be a strengthening of the
aversion to Jews and to the Jewi sh religion which Jew sh | eaders
can interpret for their followers as the psychiatric disorder of
gratuitous anti-Semtism

To summarize —it is a viable hypothesis that cries out for
confirmation or disconfirmation by the historical record that

Jewi sh | eaders value the cruelty of Jewi sh ritual sl aughter
because it helps incite the chronic antagoni smtoward Jews which
goes under the nane of "anti-Semtism" and helps particularly to
incite the episodic antagonismtoward Jews whi ch goes under the
name of the "blood libel," and in either case hel ps strengthen
Jewi sh cohesi on and support for the Jewi sh | eadership. |ndeed, a
variation of this interpretation nmight hold that whereas it is
only a chronic, lowlevel "anti-Semtism that is of use to the
Jewi sh | eadership, this | eadership is not always able to apply
exactly enough heat to keep this "anti-Senmitisni only at a
simer, such that periodically too nmuch heat is applied and an




unwant ed and unl ooked-for boiling-over occurs —the boiling-over
of the blood libel. O, the cutting-point between desirable and
undesirabl e outcones nmight lie a notch higher —that is, perhaps
it is the case that a blood libel |eading to "Evoked worl dw de
reaction” as in Kyiv Ukraine in 1913 is desirable, whereas a

bl ood |ibel leading to "Ruin of the Jewi sh community"” as in
Xanten Germany in 1892 is undesirable —and Jew sh | eaders
sonetimes apply too nuch heat to acconplish the forner while
avoiding the latter.

Some questions for you

(1) How do Jewish ritual slaughterersin Canada
conduct themselvestoday?

How hunane is Jewi sh ritual slaughter in Canada today? Has

Jewi sh ritual slaughter in Canada won exenption from humane-

sl aughtering legislation the way that it has won exenption in
jurisdictions outside Canada? Has any Jewi sh ritual sl aughtering
in Canada today taken steps in the direction of adopting humane
practices?

(2) Should Jews be allowed to continue strangling the
flow of information?

Do Jews have the right to deny the consumer information as to
whet her his neat has been sl aughtered using i nhumane net hods?
Surely you will have to answer, No, Jews do not have that right.
Rather, it is the public which has a right to know the origin of
the neat that it consunmes. G ven that 90% of all kosher-

sl aught ered neat goes to the non-kosher public, it foll ows that
this public has a right to demand | abels informng it when neat
has been kosher-sl aughtered, and when humane-sl aughtered. O in
the alternative, if sonme kosher slaughtering conducted in Canada
today is humane, then the public has a right to the humane vs.

i nhumane information, with sone neat being | abelled "humane-

sl aughtered" and the rest |abelled "inhumane-sl aughtered."”
Optimally, of course, the consumer should not be denied any
information at all —his neat should be fully categorized as
kosher - humane, kosher-i nhurmane, or non-kosher, assum ng that all
non- kosher neat nust be humane by | aw, and so does not require
further sub-categorization.

(3) Shouldn't Jewish ritual slaughter houses open




themselves up to inspection?

If any effort is nmade by Jewi sh groups to win acceptance for the
proposition that their slaughtering today has becone humane,
woul d you issue an invitation to all interested parties to

i nspect and to photograph any kosher-slaughtering facility at any
time and without prior notice? Nothing short of this will wn
relief fromthe suspicion that even in the twenty-first century,
Jewi sh ritual slaughter has refused to divorce itself fromits
atavistic cruelty.

(4) Does Jewish ritual slaughter create monsters of
depravity?

Is not one of the effects of cruel nethods of slaughter the
degradati on of those who engage in it? Can a man spend his day
stretching suspended animals by dragging their forelinbs in one
direction, and dragging a hook through their nostrils in the

ot her direction; or plunging his fingers into their eye sockets;
or jabbing their spines by nmeans of sticks ramred into their
rectuns; or slitting their throats with a knife —all with the
ani mal s struggling and bellow ng and scream ng —can such a man
long retain his humanity? 1In the know edge that this suffering
was avoi dabl e, who but a brute would continue in such an
occupation? O what normal man could |ong continue in such an
occupation w thout beconming brutalized? Wo would associate with
such a man, knowi ng that the screans of tortured animals still
echo in his ears, and that the inages of torn nostrils or crushed
eyeballs still float before his vision, and that the spurting of
hot blood still tingles on his skin? Surely any nodern religion
nmust view the creation of such a human nonster as intolerable.

One wonders if there have not been studies of the incidence of
psychi atric disorders anong individuals put to such work. One
wonders i f there have not been studies of outbreaks of sadi sm and
killing anmong them not only directed at the animals around them
but also at the people. One wonders if such individuals were not
the first to be recruited into the services of the Cheka- GPU- NKVD

to exercise upon humans the skills which they had becone inured
to exercising upon aninmals. One wonders if in today's litigious
wor | d, whet her such a slaughterer or slaughterer's assistant
coul d not sue his synagogue for the devastation to his nental
wel | -being that years of being forced to practice gratuitous
cruelty had w ought.

(5) Have monsters of depravity proven useful to
Jewish leaders?

Again we are confronted with an enornous incongruity —that it
obviously is the case that only sone unfortunate Jew deni ed ot her
opportunities will take the job of slaughterer, or of

sl aughterer's assistant; and it is obvious as well that the




effect of such work on such an unfortunate Jew will be degrading
and brutalizing and dehumani zi ng. Wy then would Jew sh | eaders
permt any Jew to be subjected to such degradati on? How could
they give up one of their congregation to the hell of making
animal s bell ow and screamw th pain all day |ong, day in and day
out? Wuld any respectable Jew allow his son or daughter to

w t ness such a horror even once, let alone to witness it froma
di stance of a few inches for hours, for days, for years —wth
the probability of enotional twisting increasing with the
duration of exposure? And if these scenes of horror are ones
that one protects one's fanmily from then howto justify
sacrificing any coreligionist to being inmersed in then?

I can imagine only one answer to this question, which is that the
product of the corrupting experience was not w thout his

utility. That is, in the Eastern Europe of old, in Ukraine

per haps, Jew sh |leaders found it useful to be able to call upon
the services of a torturer, or an executioner, or an assassin,
and that the only Jew who could be counted upon to torture a
human, or to take a human life, conpetently and coolly is one who
tortured and took the lives of animals on a daily basis
conpetently and coolly, who was used to being covered with
spurting blood, who was at honme with the sensations coning froma
kni fe severing w ndpi pe and throat nuscles, and who nore

i nportantly had grown unresponsive to the struggle of the victins
to live, and to their bellow ng and scream ng, and to the pain
that they needl essly endured, who had grown used, in short, to
inflicting suffering and death in the service of his religion.

If you can think of any other explanation for this incongruity of
a religion that creates nonsters, that defends its right to
create nonsters, | will be nost interested to hear it.

(6) Doesn't the cruelty of Jewish ritual slaughter
enhance Jewish cohesion?

G ven that humane net hods of sl aughter have |ong been avail abl e,
and given that sonme Jewi sh schol ars have | ong argued that nothing
in Jewi sh religious | aw opposes the adoption of such humane

nmet hods, and given that the world | ooks upon cruelty within

Jewi sh ritual slaughter with repugnance, and given that Jews are
threatened with economic | osses for continuing cruelty within
Jewi sh ritual slaughter, how are we to explain the w despread use
of i nhumane nethods, and the w despread resistance to abandoni ng
then? | can think of only one other answer that can be added to
the utility of creating a Jewish torturer-killer discussed

i medi atel y above. The only other explanation that | can imagine
for this incongruity, and I think a nuch nore inportant
explanation, is that the essence of Judaismlies in the
incitement of anti-Senmitismby Jewi sh | eaders so as to increase
group cohesion anong Jews, and thus to tighten the control of

Jew sh | eaders over Jews. Anong the victins of Jewi sh ritua

sl aughter, then, may be the Jew sh peopl e thensel ves,




coll ectively, both those who favor ritual slaughter and those who
oppose it.

And here we arrive at a possible explanation for both of the two
out standi ng characteristic of Judai sm—endl ess persecution
together with resistance to assinilation —that is, Jews are

endl essly persecuted because their |eaders engi neer endl ess
persecution, and Jews resist assinilation because of the fear and
hatred of non-Jews that their |eaders have inculcated in them
The Jewi sh people, in short, are the victins of their |eaders.

If you have an expl anation better than this one for the col ossa
i ncongruity of Jewish leaders clinging to gratuitous and barbaric
practices, | invite you to share it with ne.

(7) Isn't Jewish ritual slaughter a method by which
Jewish leadersinvite the blood libel?

Most typically, the blood libel is discussed fromthe point of

vi ew of the nental pathol ogy of the people who bring the
accusation of ritual rmurder. However, it is also possible to

di scuss the blood libel fromthe point of view of the utility to
the Jewi sh | eaders who may benefit fromthe accusation of ritua
mur der, as has been outlined above. The blood libel, then, may
be only in part —perhaps in insubstantial part —the
responsibility of the non-Jews who utter it; and may al so be in
part —perhaps in large part —the responsibility of the Jew sh
| eaders who engineer it.

Lubonyr Prytul ak
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Moshe Ronen Letter 1 15-Mar-2000 Three questions concerning
kosher labelling

"Theimpression that your answer would be
attempting to correct hereisthat the promotional
claims of increased purchasing by the general
public following kosher certification is palpably
false, as kosher certification iskept secret from all
but a select group.” — Lubomyr Prytulak

March 15, 2000
Moshe Ronen
Nat i onal Presi dent
Canadi an Jew sh Congress
100 Sparks Street Suite 650
Otawa, Ontario
K1P 5B7

Tel ephone: (613) 233-8703
Fax: (613) 233-8748
Moshe Ronen

I wonder if you would care to nmake an attenpt to dispel sone
negati ve i npressions having to do with kosher |abelling by
answering the follow ng three questions.
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(1) Doesthe
Canadian Jewish Congress (CJC)

own the
Council of Orthodox Rabbis (COR)?

Is the Council of Orthodox Rabbis (COR) a whol |l y-owned
subsidiary of the Canadi an Jewi sh Congress (CJC), and do
all COR revenues go to the CJC? And if not all, then
what proportion of COR revenues does the CJC pocket?

And what proportion of all CIC incone comes from kosher
| abel I'i ng?

On the CIC web site under Qur Ains and Cbjectives is
listed the aimof raising funds, but kosher certification
is not included anong the nmeans of raising funds,
suggesting either that the CIC does not receive funds
from kosher certification, or else that the funds

recei ved from kosher certification are too trivial to
mention, or else that the CIJC wishes to conceal this
source of income from public view

TO RAI SE FUNDS, to collect and recei ve noni es
and property, by contribution, subscriptions,
gifts, legacies and grants for the objects of
Canadi an Jewi sh Congress or for any specia
purpose it may determ ne or as may be
directed by donors, consistent with its

af oresai d obj ects.

Canadi an Jewi sh Congress web site, under CQur
Ainms and (bj ectives, at
WWW. Cj C. cal/cjcainms. htm

Using the CJC search engine to search for "kosher" or for
"COR'" or for "Council of Othodox Rabbis" turns up no
acknow edgenent of a connection between the Canadi an

Jewi sh Congress and the Council of Othodox Rabbis.

The inpression that it would be in CJCinterests to
di spel here is that the CJCis less a body representing
Jews and deriving its support fromJews, than it is a
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body which taxes the unwitting Canadi an public and
represents hidden interests, projecting the appearance of
representing Jews only to bolster its perceived

| egi timacy.

(2) How remunerative is kosher
certification
tothe CJC,
and how burdensome
to Canadians?

The Canadi an public mght be interested to know how nuch
kosher-1licensing grosses the CJC each year, and how nuch
all kosher |icensing (supervised not only by the CIC, but
by all other kosher groups, whether these groups are in
Canada or outside) costs the average Canadi an househol d
each year. Keeping the license fees secret, or nerely
alluding to them by neans of inpressionistic
general i zati ons, only encourages specul ation that the
fees are being conceal ed because they are unconsci onably
hi gh. For exanple, let us consider the follow ng

st at enent :

When a conpany calls on Rabbi [ Bernard]
Levy's commttee, through its O K
Laboratories [which |icenses the circle-K
synbol ], or on the Othodox Union, through
its Kosher Certification Service [which

| icenses the circle-U synbol], it incurs a
charge for the services of the inspecting
rabbis. Neither group will disclose what the
charge is or what gross revenues are, nor are
corporations anxious to nmake their own
paynents public.

Rabbi Levy observed, however, that the
average annual cost to a concern for kosher

i nspections is about $1,000 with a range from
$250 for "nom and- pop" operations to $40, 000
for a nulti-plant corporation. All charges,




he said, are keyed to the frequency of
i nspection, which could be on a continuous,
daily, weekly, nonthly or quarterly basis.

Leonard Sl oane, "Calling It Kosher: How to
and Wiy, " The New York Tines, 18May75, p. F3.

Rabbi Levy's ball-park estimtes above of kosher-
licensing fees only pour fuel on the fire of our
curiosity. Can any business be found that really pays
only $250 annually? 1s the highest anpbunt paid really
only $40,000? |If rabbi Levy's estimates are accurate,
t hen what harm woul d be done in disclosing, by nutual
consent of all parties, what the fees actually are in
many different cases?

And | et us not overlook that the estimtes cited above
are twenty-five years old. |If since 1975 kosher fees
have been clinbing 5% annual ly, then the 1975 fee of

$40, 000 woul d becone today's fee of $135,454; and if
clinmbing 10% annual ly, then the 1975 fee of $40,000 woul d
becone today's $433,388; and if clinbing 15% annual |y,
then the 1975 fee of $40,000 woul d becone today's fee of
$1, 316, 758.

Exam ning a nore recent nention of a certification fee,
we note that in 1992, Maryland rabbi Jonah Gewirtz

proj ected extracting $700,000 in one year from steel
manuf act urers al one:

How do steel conpanies get certified? Easy.
Gewirtz and his coll eagues fornmed a nonprofit
Maryl and conpany that will charge steel mnakers
a fee for kosher certification. Gewrtz, who
IS president, estimtes annual revenues of up
to $700,000. "Nobody gets rich," he says,
and adds that he's rem nded of a Tal nudic
sayi ng: "They who do sonmething for the glory
of God find their work being done by angels."

Newsweek, 23Mar92, p. 49.

It is curious to those of us to whom annual revenues of

$700, 000 from a single source al one would seem |ike

weal th, that to rabbi Gewirtz they do not. And we note

also that this nore recent citation is still eight years
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old, which invites the conputation that if kosher-
certification fees |evied upon steel manufacturers rose,
say, ten percent annually for eight years, then that
antici pated annual revenue of $700, 000 woul d today becone
an antici pated annual revenue of $1, 500, 512.

The inpression that the CIC would be trying to dispel
here is that kosher licensing brings inconme in sinful
vol une, and inposes upon the Canadi an consuner a
substantial burden. Veiling the magnitude of kosher-
certification fees under a cloud of secrecy gives the

i npression of protecting the public fromthe shock of

di scovering how hi gh kosher-certification fees really
are, an inpression not dispelled by the tacit adm ssion
by the Kosher Overseers Associ ates of Anmerica at

http: //ww. kosher.org that fees generally are

skyrocketing, which tacit adm ssion is carried in their
claimthat they thenselves are "Forenost in conbatting
skyrocketi ng Kosher Fees."

(3) Isthe CJC
on the side of

truth in labelling?

On the one hand, a sales pitch advocati ng kosher

| abelling clains that kosher certification offers a sales
advant age —that consunmers, both Jew sh and non-Jew sh,
prefer products that are kosher-certified:

HOW TO CHOOSE A KOSHER CERTIFICATION

by Dr. Avrom Pollak, President, STAR-K KOSHER
CERTIFICATION,
11 Warren Road, Baltimore, Maryland 21208 USA
Tel. 410-484-4110, Fax: 410-653-9294, E-mail: Star K 11@aol.com

Many of you here this afternoon are already fully
aware that kosher certification can offer your
conpany a distinct sal es advantage. Numerous

mar ket studi es have denonstrated that consuners
will nost often select a product with a kosher
certification over a simlar itemthat is not
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certified. Furthernore, these sane studies reveal
t hat kosher certification is considered a plus
anong a w de spectrum of consuners both Jew sh and
non-Jew sh

Openi ng of an address avail abl e online at
htt p: // wwv. kashrut.coni trade/trade_| inks/hechsher.

On the ot her hand, however, there | oons an enornous
incongruity —which is that kosher labelling is

del i berately secret. To take ne as an exanpl e —whereas
in Decenber of 1999 | woul d have estimated that the
nunber of kosher-1|abelled products in ny house was zero,
a count revealed that it in fact considerably exceeded

100 —a rather astonishing discrepancy. Fromny own

experience, and fromthe experience of others | have
spoken to, | would venture to hypot hesi ze that sonething
like 9 out of 10 Canadi ans are unaware that their food
and househol d products cone with kosher | abels, and

per haps even 99 out of 100. The average consuner who
takes the trouble to read package |abels w Il not
recogni ze the esoteric kosher synbols that he encounters
t here.

W are left, then, with two questions: (1) Mght the
claimthat kosher labelling will increase sales be

di si ngenuous? (2) Are we to continue in our present
state of conspiratorial, secret |abelling, or enter into
a new era of truth in | abelling?

Such truth in labelling can easily be realized by

| egi slating that kosher identification always start with
the word "KOSHER, " that a Magen David be pl aced

i mredi ately bel ow, and beneath that any further

i nformati on which nmay be of use to the kosher-
certification agency, or to the consuner. (O course
not hi ng prevents the CIJC from adopting truth-in-|abelling
practices even before they are inposed by |egislation.)
The contrast between the old way of doing it and the new
way is illustrated bel ow

OLD WAY: NEW WAY:

Secrecy in Truthin
L abelling L abelling
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O course the legislation could stipulate that the new,
informative | abel be enclosed in a circle rather than a
rectangle, if continuity with current COR graphics were
desired. The location of the kosher |abel should also be
standardi zed, either close to the product nanme, or el se
close to the bar code —as things are done today, the
kosher | abel is sonetines prom nent, but at other tines
hi dden. (One inmagines that if kosher labelling is

t hought to inprove sales, then manufacturers wll prefer
to display it prom nently beside the product nane rather
than hiding it away near the bar code.) And of course,
somewhere should be readily available to the consuner the
expansi on of acronyns, as for exanple that COR stands for
Counci| of Orthodox Rabbis.

The inpression that your answer would be attenpting to
correct here is that the pronotional clains of increased
pur chasi ng by the general public follow ng kosher
certification is pal pably false, as kosher certification
Is kept secret fromall but a select group. This
negative inpression is bol stered by such observations as
t he objection of Jew sh groups to being required by the
Eur opean Parlianment to | abel kosher neat as kosher, which
requi renent was expected by Jew sh representatives to
decrease sales, leading to a doubling or tripling of
kosher neat prices.

To put it another way, the inpression that your answer
woul d be attenpting to correct here is that the CIC knows
that public recognition that COR stands for Council of
Ot hodox Rabbis, and that it constitutes kosher
certification, would lead to a drop in sales to the
general public of products bearing the COR | abel .

To put it still another way, the inpression that your
answer would be attenpting to correct here is that the
CJC pronotes the use of a |abel whose significance nust
be kept secret in order to avoid causing a collapse in
sal es.

| have further questions that I will be wanting to put to you
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concerni ng kosher certification, but these can be left for
future letters.

Lubomyr Prytul ak

HOME DISINFORMATION PEOPLE RONEN JEWISH TAX RAMBAM KLAUSNER DUNN KUHL DUKES LA
JUSTICE
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Moshe Ronen Letter 6 26Mar00 Does kosher certification promote
industrial espionage?

" Kosher supervision today israther complicated,"
said Rabbi Levy. "Wemust know the highly secret
formulas of synthetic flavorings, aswell aswho is
selling and buying from whom."

March 26, 2000
Moshe Ronen
Nat i onal Presi dent
Canadi an Jew sh Congress
100 Sparks Street Suite 650
Otawa, Ontario
K1P 5B7

Tel ephone: (613) 233-8703
Fax: (613) 233-8748

Mbshe Ronen:

What guarantee does the Council of Orthodox
Rabbisgivethat it doesnot engage in industrial
espionage?

"Kosher supervision today is rather conplicated,"”
said Rabbi Levy. "W nust know the highly secret
formul as of synthetic flavorings, as well as who
is selling and buying from whom™"

Leonard Sl oane, "Calling It Kosher: How to and
Way, " The New York Tinmes, 18May75, p. F3.

The inpression that your answer m ght attenpt to dispel here
is that secret fornulas and the contents of supply contracts
can be sold to conpetitors, which invites the corruption of
those who are granted access to such information.
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The question of industrial espionage is particularly apt given
that the kosher certification business has historically been
troubl ed by corruption and fraud, as you cannot have escaped
noticing. To outline the depth and breadth of this corruption
and fraud here would be to digress fromthe one sinple
question that | am asking, but this corruption and fraud can
be found docunented in several sources, as indicated, for
exanpl e, by the observation that of the two books that | have
pur chased on the subject of kosher, one contains the word
"corruption” in the title, and both contain the word "fraud"
in the title:

Harold P. Gastwi rt, Fraud, Corruption, and Holiness: The
Controversy Over the Supervision of Jewish Dietary Practice in
New York City 1881-1940, Kenni kat Press, Port Washingto N.Y.
and London, 1974.

Seynour E. Freednman, The Book of Kashruth: A Treasury of

Kosher Facts and Frauds, Bl ock Publishing Conpany, New York
1970,

Lubonyr Prytul ak

HOME DISINFORMATION PEOPLE RONEN JEWISH TAX RAMBAM KLAUSNER DUNN KUHL DUKES LA
JUSTICE
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Moshe Ronen Letter 3 23-Mar-2000 Iskosher labelling a variant
of a pyramid scheme?

Whereasin the classical case, a pyramid schemeis
Inexorably pushed toward collapse, in the kosher
labelling variation, it may tend toward attaching
itself parasitically to the entire economy.

March 23, 2000
Moshe Ronen
Nat i onal President
Canadi an Jew sh Congress
100 Sparks Street Suite 650
Otawa, Ontario
K1P 5B7

Tel ephone: (613) 233-8703
Fax: (613) 233-8748

Moshe Ronen

|skosher labelling a variant of a pyramid scheme?

It is nmy understanding that kosher certification cannot be
granted nerely upon an inspection of a manufacturer's prem ses
and met hods, but requires as well the certification as kosher
of all materials that m ght be used in the manufacturing
process, nost notably, ingredients.

For exanpl e, a baker cannot receive kosher certification

unl ess his supplier of flour receives certification first, and
his supplier of salt, and of sugar, and of yeast, and of mlKk,
and of butter, and so on, and so on. (On top of that, one

i magi nes that materials that are not ingredients and not even
edi ble would first have to be kosher-certified as well, such
as the cell ophane wapping for bread, or the dish soap used in
the kitchen.) Thus, in order to receive kosher certification,
the baker m ght find hinself pressuring ten or twenty or nore
suppliers to thensel ves seek kosher certification. However,
for each such supplier of materials or ingredients to receive
certification would require that his suppliers in turn receive
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certification as well, and so on without end. Thus, if a
singl e candi date for kosher certification has to pressure 20
suppliers, and each of these 20 has to pressure 20 that supply
them then 400 nore are being pressured; and if these 400 have
to each pressure 20 of their suppliers, then 8,000 nore are
bei ng pressured; and so on exponentially —all triggered by a
singl e kosher-certification candi dacy.

As the supplier of an ingredient may be | ocated at sone

di stance (perhaps even in a different country, or on a
different continent) fromthe manufacturer currently seeking
kosher certification, the kosher-certification of ingredients
suppliers can require travel by the | ocal rabbinica

I nspectors, thus driving up costs:

I f information regarding the kosher status of an

i ngredi ent sourced froma distant |ocation needs
verification does the agency have experts in
kashruth all over the world who can easily do a

pl ant inspection? O do they always seemto
demand, at consi derabl e expense and delay in tine,
to visit the distant manufacturing plant

t hensel ves?

Dr. Avrom Pol | ak, President, STAR-K KOSHER
CERTI FI CATION, from his address How to Choose a
Kosher Certification, available online at
http://ww. kashrut.com trade/trade_I|inks/hechsher.

Furthernmore, Dr. Avrom Pollak reveals that it nay sonetines
happen that an ingredient supplier's kosher certification from
one agency nmay not be accepted by another agency, thus
requiring duplicate certification and overl appi ng fees:

One issue which nmay not be so obvious when first
negoti ating terns of kosher certification, but can
be a very serious concern later on, is your need
to know i n advance if your raw ingredi ent
suppliers wll require kosher certification, and
if they do, will their present certification that
they nmay al ready have, be acceptable. Although in
nost i nstances reputabl e agenci es accept the
certifications of other reputable agencies there
are a disturbing nunber of exceptions to this rule
and you should be forewarned if one of your
suppliers is going to present a problem
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Dr. Avrom Pol | ak, President, STAR-K KOSHER
CERTI FI CATION, from his address How to Choose a
Kosher Certification, available online at
http://ww. kashrut.com trade/trade_I|inks/hechsher.

Your answer here would attenpt to dispel the inpression that
the kosher certification business mght be pyram dal in that
each candidate finds hinself forced to sign up a | arge nunber
of other candidates. Wereas in the classical case, a pyramd
schene is inexorably pushed toward col |l apse, in the kosher

| abel ling variation, it nmay tend toward attaching itself
parasitically to the entire econony. As suppliers can be
international, the entire econony that is vulnerable to
parasitization is the entire world econony.

Lubonyr Prytul ak

HOME DISINFORMATION PEOPLE RONEN JEWISH TAX RAMBAM KLAUSNER DUNN KUHL DUKES LA
JUSTICE
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Moshe Ronen Letter 4 24Mar00 Selling piein the sky when you
die, and other methodological weaknesses

In other words, the impression that your answer
would betryingto correct hereisthat a CJC
promotional staff promise of increased sales
following kosher certification finds no better
empirical backing than doesthe promise of piein
the sky when you die.

March 24, 2000
Moshe Ronen
Nat i onal Presi dent
Canadi an Jew sh Congress
100 Sparks Street Suite 650
Otawa, Ontario
K1P 5B7

Tel ephone: (613) 233-8703
Fax: (613) 233-8748

Mbshe Ronen:

First methodological weakness— no evidence of effect:

Isthe CJC sdlling piein the sky when
you die?

As a student of research nmethodology, | think it inplausible
t hat Canadi an Jewi sh Congress (CJC) sal esnen can denonstrate
to manufacturers that the adoption of kosher labelling wll

i ncrease sales, or that it has increased sal es.

The reason is that the sales volunme of any given product wl|
fluctuate both before and after kosher certification, naking
any small change in volunme caused by certification —assum ng
for the sake of argunment that one existed —inpossible to
detect above the background noise. Furthernore, the CIC sal es
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staff could offer the interpretation that any increase in

sal es that took place prior to kosher certification was caused
by the anticipation of certification; and that any increase in
sales that |agged certification was caused by consuners slowy
| earning of the certification or using up their stocks of the
ol d uncertified product before purchasing the new certified
product. As there is bound to be sone upward blip in sales in
the nonths before or in the nonths after certification, CIC
sal es representatives could point to this blip as the
beneficial effect of the certification.

In the case of an utter absence of any upward blip, CIC sales
personnel could point to an increase in sales conpared to the
sane tinme |last year. |In case that sales were |ower than |ast
year, CJC sales staff could argue that kosher certification
kept sales fromfalling as nmuch as they had for other
manuf act ur ers.

In other words, CJC sal esnen could offer a nunber of
suggestive pieces of data which m ght succeed in convincing
nai ve manufacturers that kosher certification of their product
had i ncreased sales. Wuat CIC sal esnen would typically be
unable to offer, however, is evidence that woul d convince
sonmeone know edgeable in the area of research nethodol ogy and
data interpretation that kosher accreditation had increased
sal es. Such convincing evidence could only come from an
experinment, and an experinent would be inpractical to run in
this context, requiring as it would that the product be given
kosher certification in several random y-chosen areas (the
experinmental areas) but not in others (the control areas), and
that the consuners in experinental and control areas remain
unaware of the different treatnment being accorded el sewhere —
requi renents that would be so difficult to satisfy, that |
doubt if they have ever been so nuch as attenpted.

Second methodological weakness — the independent variableis
confounded:

Announcement in the Jewish pressis not
the same as package labelling

Kosher certification inpinges on the public in at |east two
maj or ways — (1) the announcenent of the certification in the
Jewi sh press, and (2) the appearance of kosher |abels on the
product packaging. Although it is possible that these two
have equi val ent effects, it is also possible that the effect
of one consi derably outwei ghs the other. For exanple, it is
possi bl e that the announcenent in the Jewi sh press produces a



one-time upsurge in purchasing on the part of |oyal Jews, but
that the nunber of consuners who actually check product |abels
when they shop, and actually go to the trouble to | ocate and
to purchase kosher-certified alternatives is infinitesiml,
and of no econom c significance.

It is even possible that the two conponents have opposite
effects —as for exanple, that the announcenent in the Jew sh
press leads to a one-tinme surge in buying, but that the
presence of the kosher |abel on the product leads to a

prol onged, | ow scal e boycott on the part of consuners who, for
exanpl e, object to the cruelty of Jewi sh ritual slaughter, or
who wi sh to avoi d supporting, however indirectly, Israeli war
crimes agai nst Pal estinians, or who wish to avoi d supporti ng,
however indirectly, Jewi sh show trials whether these are
conducted in Israel or in Canada or in the United States.
Actually, the last of these possibilities (that announcenent
in the Jewish press |eads to buying, but |abelling on the
product package | eads to boycott) is the nost plausible, as it
woul d serve to explain why it is that the nmeani ng of kosher

| abels is in effect a secret that is kept fromthe genera
public, as | noted in ny Ukrainian Archive posting of 14Dec99,
What | found in ny pantry, and as | discussed in ny letter to

you of 15Mar 00, Three questions concerning kosher | abelling.

Thus, for CJC pronotional staff to speak of an effect of
kosher certification wi thout breaking down kosher
certification into at least its two manifestations testifies
perhaps to the dubi ous conpetence, or perhaps to the | ax
integrity, of this staff in properly evaluating the effect of
kosher certification.

Third methodological weakness— ignoring interactions:

Do Arabsreally imitate Orthodox Jewish
purchasing patterns?

The di scussion imedi ately above will rem nd every student of
scientific method that there can be no single effect of kosher
certification, but rather that the effect will depend upon

ot her factors, such as the characteristics of the consuners, a
phenonenon whi ch goes under the technical designation of an
“interaction."

Thus, in an Othodox Jew sh nei ghborhood, consuners m ght

i ndeed prefer the kosher-certified product. However, in an
Arab nei ghborhood, consuners m ght prefer to boycott any
product whose purchase put noney into Jewi sh pockets.



Simlarly, in any popul ation harboring animal-rights
sensitivities, the purchase of a kosher-certified product

m ght be avoi ded because it entailed indirect support of

I nhumane Jewi sh ritual slaughter. Simlarly, any people who
had been the targets of Jewi sh show trials mght prefer
products that had not been kosher certifi ed.

Thus, for CJIC pronotional staff to speak of, or to assunme or
to inply, a single effect of kosher certification wthout
acknow edgi ng the presence of such interactions would al so
testify to the | ow conpetence, or lax integrity, of this CIC
pronotional staff in evaluating the effect of kosher
certification.

Negative impressions
which you might try to correct

The inpression that your answer would be trying to correct
here is that CJC pronotional staff are able to offer a

manuf acturer no creditabl e evidence that kosher labelling wll
i ncrease sales of his product, or that it has increased

sales. In other words, the inpression that your answer would
be trying to correct here is that a CIC pronotional staff

prom se of increased sales follow ng kosher certification
finds no better enpirical backing than does the prom se of pie
in the sky when you die.

Furt hernore, another inpression that your answer woul d be
trying to correct here is that CIC pronotional staff are at
best too naive to understand that an enpirical substantiation
of the claimthat kosher certification increases sales
necessitates the separation of the independent variable into
its conmponents (such as announcenent in the Jewi sh press as
opposed to package | abelling), and necessitates the neasuring
of interactions (such as preference for kosher products by one
group and boycott by another).

Lubonyr Prytul ak

HOME DISINFORMATION PEOPLE RONEN JEWISH TAX RAMBAM KLAUSNER DUNN KUHL DUKES LA
JUSTICE
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HOME DISINFORMATION ENGINEERED

Lubomyr Prytulak UKAR editorial 21-Oct-1998 Reflections
on anti-Semitism

|f anyone has an explanation of how such a low
guality of reasoning, and such a high level of
duplicity, is possible within such prominent
Jewish representatives other than asaresult of a
unique Jewish protection from criticism, | would
liketo hear it.

Several uses for "anti-Semitism"

Already discussed on the Ukrainian Archive have been two major uses of the
accusation of anti-Semitism. One of these is to increase the flow of scientists and

engineers from the Former Soviet Union to Israel. Another is to render incredible
the charge that Ukrainians have been among the foremost victims of Jews. Below

is discussed still another use which is to silence opposition and more
importantly is discussed the destructive effect this third use has on the quality of
Jewish thinking.

Welfare destroys economic productivity

What is a sure way to destroy a people economically? One answer is to put them
on welfare. On welfare, with the passage of time, an increasing proportion of
them are seduced into passivity. Not forced to work, they stop working, and soon
develop an aversion to work. Their leaders orient themselves not toward
increasing the productivity and strength of their people, but toward augmenting
welfare benefits. The best among these people, those who want to work, for
whom welfare is not enough, abandon their community. Those who remain
behind tend to be the ones who would have the hardest time succeeding
economically in the working world, and who as a result have most quickly
succumbed to dependence on welfare. The degeneration of the group
demonstrates that a soft life is a destructive life, that constant challenge is
needed to provoke the energy that leads to economic success.

Protection from criticism destroys intellectual
excellence

A similar phenomenon exists in the intellectual realm. What is a sure way to
destroy a people intellectually? Give them protection from criticism. Allow them
to speak inaccuracies, and praise them when they do so. The result will be the
same as in the case of welfare. An increasing proportion will be seduced into
intellectual lethargy. Not forced to think, they will stop thinking, and soon
develop an aversion to thinking. Once freed from the threat of being challenged,
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they will begin by dabbling in exaggeration and will end by wallowing in fantasy.
Their leaders, increasingly, will orient themselves not toward upgrading the
intellectual productivity and merit of their people, but toward increasing
protection from criticism, from challenge, from open debate. The best of these
people, the ones who strive for genuine intellectual merit, abandon their
community. Those who remain behind tend to be the ones who would have the
hardest time succeeding intellectually in an unprotected world, and who as a
result have most completely succumbed to dependence upon protection from
criticism. Their intellectual degeneration demonstrates that immunity from
criticism is destructive of the quality of intellectual output, that constant challenge
is a precondition of intellectual excellence.

Reliance on the accusation of anti-Semitism
undermines Jewish intellectual excellence

To get specific, perhaps the above principle helps explain a phenomenon
documented at length on the Ukrainian Archive, and which deserves further
efforts at explanation. The phenomenon is that lies are told about Ukrainians and
about Ukraine, and winning any correction or retraction of these lies is discovered
to be well-nigh impossible. Documented on the Ukrainian Archive have been the
lies, or the unsupported and untrue statements, of Yaakov Bleich, Alan
Dershowitz, Morley Safer, Neal Sher, Elie Wiesel, and Simon Wiesenthal. Related
are the lies of Jerzy Kosinski. We notice that these calumniators of Ukrainians
specifically, or of Slavs generally if we include Kosinski are all Jewish. We
notice too that their lies are hard enough to split rocks. And we notice, finally,
that the lies are mostly protected by the charge of anti-Semitism. That is, the
lies are rarely challenged because the potential challengers fear being labelled as
anti-Semites, and the few challengers who do come forward can be written off as
anti-Semites. The meaning of "anti-Semite," then, extends to cover all those who
make themselves in some way irritating to some Jews, and in daily use, this
becomes its predominant application.

I said "mostly covered" above because the lies of Jerzy Kosinski were exposed,
and he committed suicide, which is to say he did lose his protective cover, and
today no longer has it or needs it.

The devastating effect of immunity from
criticism

Thus are the Jews degraded intellectually. Thus it happens that Jews bring down
on themselves the second-greatest calamity to befall them in this century. The
greatest calamity was the Jewish Holocaust, and the second greatest is
fantasizing about the Jewish Holocaust to a degree that the fantasizing has
become, in Israeli journalist Boaz Evron's words, "a cancer for Jews and for the
State of Israel":
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Two terrible things happened to the Jewish people during this
century: [First, tJhe Holocaust and the lessons drawn from it.
[Second, t]he non-historical and easily refutable commentaries
on the Holocaust made either deliberately or through simple
ignorance and their use for propaganda purposes among non-
Jews or Jews both in Israel and the diaspora constitute a cancer
for Jews and for the State of Israel.

Boaz Evron, Holocaust, a Danger for the Jewish People,
published in the Hebrew journal Yiton 77, May-June 1980.

Thus it comes to pass that when one picks up a history dealing with some aspect
of the Second World War, or a comment on Canadian war crimes proceedings,
and notices that its author is Jewish, one expects on the basis of past experience
that the treatment will range from distorted to fantastic, and one repeatedly has
such an expectation confirmed upon a reading of that history or that comment.
Of course what is meant by this is that the expectation amounts to a subjective
probability which however falls short of a certainty, and of course occasionally the
expectation proves to be inaccurate, and the Jewish history or comment proves to
be remarkably honest and accurate.

Protection from criticism degrades only certain
areas

Of course, too, the protection afforded by the accusation of anti-Semitism is
restricted to certain areas. If Jewish mathematicians do not cry "anti-Semitism"
when errors are discovered in their proofs, then Jewish mathematicians do not
degenerate, and no rational person expects that the quality of a mathematical
paper will prove to be low because its author is Jewish. If Jewish tailors do not
cry "anti-Semitism" when their customers complain about suits falling apart, then
Jewish tailors do not degenerate, and no rational person expects that the quality
of a suit will prove to be low because its tailor was Jewish. But if Jewish
historians or Nazi hunters do cry "anti-Semitism" when their errors are discovered

or if they silently think "anti-Semitism" and use this excuse to blind themselves
to their own errors then Jewish historians and Nazi hunters do degenerate, and
every rational person will sooner or later learn to expect that the quality of a
statement concerning history or Nazi hunting might be lower because its author
was Jewish.

Who is unafraid of the accusation of anti-
Semitism?

There is one category of people to whom the charge of anti-Semitism does not
stick. These people are Jews themselves. If a Jew criticizes some other Jew, or
criticizes some action of the State of Israel, then it is not completely credible that
he does so on account of his own anti-Semitism. The derogatory label for such a
person is more likely to be "self-hating Jew" rather than "anti-Semite," but "self-
hating Jew" does not carry the same power to intimidate and to silence. For this
reason, perhaps thatis, because they are uniquely not susceptible to being
intimidated by the accusation of anti-Semitism some of the most vocal and
uninhibited critics of positions taken by particular Jews and or by the State of
Israel have been Jews themselves, as for example Noam Chomsky, Boaz Evron,



Norman Finkelstein, Akiva Orr, Philip Roth, John Sack, Israel Shahak, Yoram
Sheftel, or William Wolf.

Take your choice

A people cannot have it both ways. They cannot accept welfare and hope to be
economically productive, and they cannot shelter under the umbrella of
intellectual impunity and hope to be intellectually excellent, or even intellectually
respectable . They must choose one or the other; they cannot have both. If a
people set intellectual excellence as their goal, then they should seek the opposite
of immunity from criticism, they should seek to attract upon themselves more
criticism than is common, and should learn to respond to that increased criticism
without resorting to ad hominem attacks upon the sanity of their critics.

Dabbling in psychiatry

Yes, that is what the accusation of anti-Semitism is an ad hominem attack
questioning the sanity of the critic. Anti-Semitism is a diagnosis of mental illness
because anti-Semitism is defined as an irrational, all-consuming, reason-
distorting hatred, and if that is not a variety of mental iliness, then I do not know
what is. The diagnosis differs from other psychiatric diagnoses in one major
respect the belief that the people best qualified to perform the diagnosis are not
psychiatrists, but Jews. Thus, when someone tells a Jewish historian or Nazi
hunter that an event did not take place, and the Jewish historian or Nazi hunter
replies whether euphemistically or bluntly with the accusation of anti-
Semitism, then the Jewish historian says, in effect, "You're nuts!" He says "I'm
Jewish, I'm qualified to say you're nuts, I say you're nuts, so you're nuts!" Case
closed. Conversation over. The Jewish historian or Nazi hunter turned Jewish
psychiatric diagnostician thus invokes protection from challenge, society grants
him the protection he invokes, and he wins. His victory is an effortless one. He
does not need to grapple with the content of the criticism. The content is brushed
aside. His victory, rather, consists of offering his critic a psychiatric diagnosis,
along with the implication that anyone suffering from the disorder diagnosed does
not need to be taken seriously, and in fact would do the world a favor by crawling
into a hole somewhere and hiding his shame. The accusation of anti-Semitism is
the universal rebuttal, good at all times and in all places and in response to all
opposition. Once memorized which is not hard it needs to be varied hardly at
all from one situation to the next. Once practiced, it becomes reflexive, and
renders painful thinking unecessary.

Euphemistic diagnosis

When Canadian Federal Court judge William McKeown decided a few weeks ago
that 83-year-old Latvian Arvids Vitols did not misrepresent his wartime record to
Canadian authorities, Sol Littman responded by recommending that McKeown

should go for sensitivity training. What was this but an ad hominem attack?

What was this but a delicate and euphemistic variation of the blunter, "You're an
anti-Semite and should seek psychiatric help"? What was this but a shot across
the bow, a gentle reminder of the harsher expressions of the same diagnosis that
might be forthcoming should judge McKeown hand down similar decisions in the
future? And let us not forget what was this but a signal to all Jews that in
certain situations they are exempted from having to think as hard as other
people, and a signal to those other people to decrease their respect for the quality
of Jewish thought?


http://www.ukar.org/littma.shtml

Cheap victories have hidden costs

Such victories, as I have been saying, come with a hidden cost. The quality of
Jewish history declines, as does the quality of Jewish Nazi hunting, and of Jewish
legal and political commentary. Each such win for an individual Jew is a loss for
the intellectual vitality of all Jews, and a decrement to the prestige of Jewish
thought. Whenever Sol Littman knee-jerks his accusation of anti-Semitism,
whether he does so euphemistically or bluntly, his own intellectual acumen dulls,
and he invites a fall in the quality of Jewish thought and a reduction in admiration
for Jewish reasoning.

That price is degradation into childish reasoning
and into fantasy

It is no exaggeration to say that the eventual result of prolonged protection from
criticism is that even highly placed Jews become capable of reasoning that is
childish, and become capable of mistaking fantasy for reality. Take, for example,
the reasoning of three Israeli judges on the question of the authenticity of the
"Demjanjuk" signature on the Demjanjuk Trawniki ID card, in which the judges
conclude that this signature failing to resemble all known signatures of John
Demjanjuk proves that it is genuine. Or take, for another example, the letter
written by Deputy Speaker of the Israeli Knesset Dov B. Ben-Meir in which he
recommends that all Ukrainians go to church and kneel there "until bleeding at
the knees" to atone for the sins of Bohdan Khmelnytsky 350 years ago. Or take,

as a third example, the hypothesis proposed by Morley Safer that Ukrainians may

be genetically predisposed to anti-Semitism (once in the linked article, hit CTRL+F
and search for "genetically"). Or take the creation by Neal Sher of a palpably

mythical "Ivan the Terrible of Treblinka" so as to make possible his attempt to
murder John Demjanjuk. Or note that Elie Wiesel seems to be unaware that the

chief method of execution at Auschwitz is widely thought to be gassing, and
instead describes leaping into pits of fire; and can't remain consistent from one
recounting to the next whether the supposedly murderous Germans indulged him
with a two-week stay in a hospital to operate on the sole of his foot or on his
knee. Or remember that Simon Wiesenthal, to take a final example from the vast

assortment available, proclaims on 60 Minutes that Ukrainians in Lviv committed
the biggest pogrom of World War II prior to occupation by German forces, but is
contradicted by reputable Jewish historians who conclude that no such pogrom
took place (once in the linked article, click "What happened in Lviv?" in the yellow
CONTENTS box).

If anyone has an explanation of how such a low quality of reasoning, and such a
high level of duplicity, is possible within such prominent Jewish representatives
other than as a result of a unique Jewish protection from criticism, I would like to
hear it. If anyone can propose a means for redeeming the quality of Jewish
thinking other than by their renouncing the protection from opposition afforded by
their charge of anti-Semitism, then let him come forward and divulge this
alternative means. If anyone knows of a calamity to the Jews which deserves
second place after the Jewish Holocaust instead of the calamity noted by Boaz
Evron namely, the calamity of fantasizing about the Holocaust let him propose
it.

HOME DISINFORMATION ENGINEERED
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Prytulak Cheka-GPU-NKVD in Ukraine 25-May-1998 Jewish conquest of the Slavs

The Shapoval volume, then, provides us
with one such reason why some
Ukrainian anti-Semitism might exist.
The reason is that Ukrainians have been
aware of the Jewish domination of the
experiment in government through mass
murder which went under the name of
"Communism," and in which
experiment Ukrainians more than any
other peoples have been conscripted into
playing the role of guinea pigs.

What to do about wide tables. Because they are so wide, some of the tables in
the document below may lose formatting either on screen or in being printed as hard copy. This section details some solutions to this
problem.

On screen. The on screen solution is simple: reduce font size. In Netscape, this can be done by hitting CTRL+[ on your keyboard
(where CTRL+] will increase font size again). In Internet Explorer, click on View, Fonts, then click on an option smaller than the one
presently checked, this from among: Largest, Large, Medium, Smaller, and Smallest.

A more permanent solution is to increase screen resolution, which I assume almost nobody will want to do because of their particular
hardware limitations, but which if they did, would be accomplished by clicking on Control Panel on the Windows desktop, then clicking
on Display, then on Settings, then with respect to Desktop Area, moving the slide one notch toward More. I use a resolution of 1024
by 768 pixels; any resolution lower than this could give bad results.

Hard copy. First, before printing, reduce the side margins. In either Netscape or Internet Explorer, click on File, Page Setup, then
set Left and Right Margins to zero. Internet Explorer will probably insist on 0.25" as the minimum, which will have to be good
enough. In the case of Internet Explorer, choosing a smaller font for screen viewing will also produce a smaller font for the hard copy
printout, whereas there does not appear to be any way to reduce font size when printing from Netscape.

Jewish Conquest of the Slavs

The Shapoval volume. The analyses that I present below are based on information in the

following book written in Ukrainian, with some of its documentation presented in Russian:

Yuri Shapoval, Volodymyr Prystaiko, and Vadym Zolotariov,
Cheka-GPU-NKVD in Ukraine: People, Facts, Documents,
Abris, Kyiv, 1997.

For the sake of brevity, I will refer to the above book as "the Shapoval volume."

SpOHSOl'Shlp. It is possibly highly significant that this book was sponsored by the following:

National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine
M. S. Hrushevsky Institute
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of Ukrainian Archaeography and Fontology
Security Service of Ukraine

The SBU. The Security Service of Ukraine mentioned above is none other than the Sluzhba Bezpeky

Ukrainy (SBU), the Ukrainian successor to the Soviet KGB. Without the cooperation of the SBU and the opening
to the authors of the SBU archives, the above book could not have been written. The contribution of the SBU
toward the writing of an accurate history of Ukraine speaks well of its intentions and gives promise that it has
broken with the past and is in no way a successor to the Cheka-GPU-NKVD.

My work is based on 183 Shapoval biographies. or relevance here is that on

pp. 429-581, the authors present biographical outlines of 183 leading officials of the Cheka, the GPU, and the
NKVD in Ukraine. In 160 of these outlines, the nationality of the official is mentioned. My contribution to this
large and excellent work was to go through these biographical outlines and compile a few descriptive statistics.

Nationalities in the Cheka-GPU-NKVD. one may summarize my chief finding with

this succinct approximation:

Out of every 10 senior members
of the Cheka-GPU-NKVD in Ukraine:
6 were Jewish,
2 were Russian,
1 was Ukrainian, and
1 was other.

Latvians. Latvians led in the "other” category. More specifically:

Jewish=92 + Father Jewish=1 93 58.1%
Russian 34 21.3%
Ukrainian 15 9.4%
Latvian (M)=6 + (F)=1 7 4.4%
Belarusian 3 1.9%
Polish 2 1.3%
Polish/German 1 0.6%
Armenian 1 0.6%
Georgian 1 0.6%
German 1 0.6%
Lithuanian 1 0.6%
Moldovan 1 0.6%
Total known nationality 160 100%
Unknown nationality 23

Total 183




Almost no mixed parentage. Given that the authors noted the instance in which only the

father was Jewish, it would appear that there are no other instances of known mixed parentage in this sample.

Almost no females. 1 Ukrainian, the word for "a Latvian person" comes in masculine and feminine

versions, and thus it was possible to note upon no more than seeing their nationality stated that six of the
Latvians were male and one female. But as all the other nationality names also come in two versions, then it
would also have been possible to note the presence of a female in them as well, which however I failed to do.
Thus, in the sample of 160 for which nationalities were specified, there appears to be only a single female. The
Cheka-GPU-NKVD in Ukraine, then, appears to have been a male-dominated occupation.

Possible under-estimate of Jewish participation. the "polish/German" above

refers to a single official who was inconsistent in identifying his nationality on various documents, sometimes
stating Polish and sometimes German. Two possibilities come to mind: first, that neither of these is his true
nationality; second, that other officials may have misrepresented their nationality more consistently and thus
avoided detection. More specifically, as Jews commonly assumed non-Jewish names and concealed their Jewish
identity, it is possible that the above statistics constitute an under-estimate of Jewish presence in the Ukrainian
Cheka-GPU-NKVD.

The Shapoval volume offers some evidence in confirmation of this hypothesis. That is, in listing the names of
the 183 Cheka-GPU-NKVD officials, when the official used more than one name or changed his name, Shapoval
included the aliases in parentheses. The number of names containing parentheses was 20. Of these, 14 were
Jewish, 3 Latvian, 1 Russian, 1 German, and 1 unknown. Thus, it would appear that the changing of names
was overwhelmingly a Jewish phenomenon. Furthermore, my impression is that the name changes tended to
be in the direction of making the names less Jewish and more Slavic, though as this conclusion requires the
exercise of judgment, and as in several cases I did not trust my judgment, I do not here quantify the direction
of the name changes. Four examples of names that seemed to go from Jewish to Slavic were:

EARLIER JEWISH NAME LATER SLAVIC NAME

Holovanivskyi Bernard Volfovych | Kozelskyi Borys Volodymyrovych

Podolsky Davyd Vulfovych Orlov Danylo Volodymyrovych
|zrail Moiseiovych Radzivilovskyi Oleksandr Pavlovych
Rosenbardt Abram Borysovych Rozanov Oleksandr Borysovych

Declining to guess nationality from name? Aamong the 23 for whom nationality
gtog y

was not specified, I noticed a few cases in which nationality might be inferred from the name alone. For
example, although no nationality was specified for Solomon Isaakovych Goldman, one might venture to guess
that he is more likely Jewish than Russian or Ukrainian. I conclude that either the authors had independent
evidence concerning Goldman's nationality but failed to specify it as an oversight, or else that they had
insufficient biographical data to infer nationality, and followed the general rule of declining to do so from name
only. Of course if the Shapoval authors declined to guess that Solomon Isaakovych Goldman was Jewish, then I
decline to do so as well, leaving Goldman uncategorized with respect to nationality, and likely lowering
estimates of Jewish participation in the Ukrainian Cheka-GPU-NKVD.

How unfounded was the CCCP jOke? In Morley Safer's 60 Minutes broadcast The

Ugly Face of Freedom of 230ct94, the editor of the Lviv newspaper Za Vilnu Ukrainu (For a Free Ukraine) was

shown relating the joke that CCCP (the Cyrillic version of USSR) stood for three Jews and a Russian (where "C"
is the first Cyrillic letter of a slang word for "Jew," and "P" is the first Cyrillic letter of the Ukrainian word for
"Russian"). To the 60 Minutes audience, this joke must have seemed not only in bad taste, but more
importantly must have seemed unfounded and inaccurate, and thus little better than an expression of anti-
Semitism. When compared to the Shapoval Cheka-GPU-NKVD statistics above, however, this 75% Jewish and
25% Russian attribution of responsibility for Communism is revealed as only a small exaggeration.
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Did some nationalities dominate the higher ranks? sut from the above it is
g

possible to imagine that the 6 Jews in every group of 10 were subordinate, and that the 2 Russians and 1
Ukrainian were of higher rank, so that it was the Slavs who controlled the Cheka-GPU-NKVD, and the more
numerous Jews were merely underlings who followed orders. To test this hypothesis, let us examine the
highest ranks achieved within the security service on or before 1941. In categorizing ranks, I am following the
table on Shapoval's p. 340, which rendered from Russian into English  gives the following:

1 Commissar, First class
2 Commissar, Second class
3 Commissar, Third class

4 Major, Senior

5 Major

6 Captain

7 Lieutenant, Senior
8 Lieutenant

9 Lieutenant, Junior
10 Ser geant

Scaling. The numbers in the above table are my own, and I will use them below in referring to the various
ranks and in performing computations. Note that a smaller number indicates a senior rank. Of course the
assignment of alternative numbers to designate each rank will produce different results. For example, one
might know that the difference between some ranks was more important than between others, as for example
the difference between a Lieutenant and a Senior Lieutenant might carry less significance than the difference
between a Senior Major and a Third Class Commissar, in which case the representation of each rank by a
number could be made to reflect the lesser difference in the former comparison and the greater difference in
the latter comparison. This invites us into the thorny area of scaling, which it would be a digression to enter.

Ranks after 1941 ignored. It appears that the ranking system began to be altered some time in the early

1940s, with alternative ranks being introduced, such as "pidpolkovnyk" and "polkovnyk." However, as ranks
achieved after 1941 were ignored, ranks within the revised system were ignored.

Military Rank Number . Number

NATIONALITY Having | Mean | Median | Mode Having Grand

Known | Rank Rank Rank | Unknown | Total

11213141516 7|8 Rak Rank

Jewish 1| 3| 7] 11| 19| 31| 11} 2 85| 5.25 6.0 6.0 8 93
Russian 2| 4] 10| 8] 4 28] 5.29 5.0 5.0 6 34
Ukrainian 1 1 2 14 571 6.0 6.0 1 15
Latvian 1 2 1 5] 3.60 3.0 3.0 2 7
Belarusian 11 1 2 4.50 4.5 4.5 1 3
Polish 1] 1 2] 550 55 55 0 2
Polish/German 1 1] 1.00 1.0 1.0 0 1




Armenian 1 1| 5.00 5.0 5.0 0 1
Georgian 1 1] 4.00 4.0 4.0 0 1
German 1 1} 5.00 5.0 5.0 0 1
Lithuanian 0 1 1
Moldovan 1 1| 5.00 5.0 5.0 0 1
Known Nation 4] 3| 12| 18] 35| 48| 17| 4 141} 5.19 50 6.0 19 160
Unknown Nation 1] 11 6] 5] 3| 2 18| 5.78 6.0 5.0 5 23
ALL 4] 3| 13| 19| 41 53| 20| 6 159 5.26 5.0 6.0 24 183

Military rank of Jews, Russians, Ukrainians. what does the above table tell us? That of the three
nationalities that have sufficient representation to make their means worth looking at Jews, Russians, and
Ukrainians the mean rank of Jews and Russians was equivalent, with Russians standing inappreciably (0.04
units) below Jews; the Ukrainians stood almost half a rank (0.46 units) lower than Jews.

The few Latvians rank high. The means corresponding to the other nationalities are not worth looking
at because they are based on such small humbers of cases. Salient among these, however, might be the mean
for the 5 out of 7 Latvians for whom rank was known these five produced a mean military rank of 3.60, thus

standing as a group appreciably above Jews, Russians, and Ukrainians, though of course the small number of
Latvians could not have given them great influence within the security service.

The military rank of nationalities in the Cheka-GPU-NKVD. The chief conclusion to emerge
from the above figures, then, is the following:

Of the three chief nationalities
comprising the Cheka-GPU-NKVD in Ukraine
Jews, Russians, and Ukrainians
Russians equalled Jews in military rank,
and Ukrainians averaged almost half a rank lower.

Age characteristics of the Sample. Shapoval provides the year of birth for most of the

officials in the sample. The detailed statistics are provided below:

YEAR OF BIRTH Mean

NATIONALITY | 18]18]18|18|18| 18| 18| 18] 18| 18] 18] 18| 18| 19| 19| 19] 19| 19| 19| 19| 19| 19| 19] 20| N y;?r
81|88|89]90]91]92|93| 94| 95| 96| 97] 98] 99| 00| 01| 02| 03| 04] 05| 06| 07| 08| 09 20 birth

Jewish 2| 2 | 1] 4] 1] 7| 4| of 8| 7] s|11| 3|11| 3| 5] 5] 1 1| | 93]18985
Russian 1l |1 3| 1] 4] | 6] 3] 5| 1| 4] 3] 1 1| 34]1898.7
Ukrainian il T T2zl 222 |3l |1 14]1899.1
Latvian 1 i |a]a]af 2] 2 7|1893.4
Belarusian 1] 1 1 3]1898.3
Polish 1 2|1896.0
Polish/German 1 1{1892.0
Armenian 1 111906.0




Georgian 1 111896.0
German 1 1]1898.0
Lithuanian 1 1]1898.0
Moldovan 1 1]1899.0
Known 3| 3 3| 6| 2|13| 6|17|11|17]14]19] 5|15| 9] 6| 6] 2 1| 1]159]1898.3
Nationality

Unknown

Nationality 1 1 1] 1 51 21 1 1] 3] 2| 3 21]1898.8
ALL 1] 3| 3 41 6| 2(14] 7]117]16)19115419] 5|16]12| 8| 9| 2 1] 1}180{1898.5

Observations on the above table:

Note that the first Year of Birth column is 1881, and the second is 1888, and after that all year columns
increase by one year. Also, the year of birth was unavailable for one Ukrainian and for two officials of unknown
nationality.

The guilty are beyond prosecution. It is somewhat unfortunate that the information that the SBU is
issuing concerns people born so long ago that most today are known to be dead, or must be assumed to be
dead, or at best are so old as to be beyond prosecution. Better to divulge information concerning those who are
not so old, so that the torturers and butchers among them can be brought to justice. One may go so far as to
ask whether the Shapoval volume is not in fact part of an SBU public relations campaign aimed at giving the
appearance of an open agency interested in cleaning house, when in reality it was pointing only at skeletons in
order to distract attention from those who walk among us with blood on their hands.

From oldest to youngest: Latvians, Jews, Russians, Ukrainians. But to get back to the data
of the three most numerous groups, year of birth differences were small, with Russians averaging 0.2 years
younger than Jews, and Ukrainians averaging 0.6 years younger than Jews. Other nationalities had too few
cases to make their means worth looking at, with the possible exception of the 7 Latvians who averaged 5.1
years older than the Jews.

Of the three chief nationalities
comprising the Cheka-GPU-NKVD in Ukraine
Jews, Russians, and Ukrainians
Russians were almost as old as Jews
and Ukrainians averaged more than half a year
younger.

The revolution devours its parents. The Cheka-GPU-NKVD seems to have been largely

a Jewish creation and the revolution ate its Jewish creators first and most voraciously. Specifically, Shapoval
often, but not always, lists the date of death and the cause. In many cases, the official was shot by the state.
Altogether, 79 officials were shot; however, one of these was not shot until 1955. Limiting our attention to
those who were shot between 1936 and 1941 that is, shot in the course of the Great Purge leaves us with
78 shot. Out of our total of 183 officials, that makes 42.6% known to be shot during the Great Purge. I omit
from consideration any who died in prison, who committed suicide whether in prison or out, and of course any
for whom no date of death is given, or no cause of death. When the date of a shooting was not given, I
assumed that the year was the same as the year of being sentenced to death. One may summarize the chief
finding with the statement that in the ranks of the Ukrainian Cheka-GPU-NKVD, the great purge amounted
largely to Jews killing Jews, and more specifically with the following approximation:



Out of every 10 senior members
of the Cheka-GPU-NKYVD in Ukraine
who were shot during the Great Purge:
7 were Jewish,
2 were Russian,
1 was other.

The details are as follows:

Y ear of shooting Percent of Percent of Mean Percent of
NATIONALITY ol 7ol 2ol 2ol 1ol 70 shot who _each_ year unshot who
were of e_ach nationality ot were of gach
36] 37| 38| 39| 40] 41 nationality that was shot nationality
Jewish 1| 14] 19] 4] 10 48/72 = 66.7% 48/93 = 51.6%| 1938.2 45/88 = 51.1%
Russian 3] 2 6] 2 13/72=18.1% 13/34 = 38.2%| 1939.5 21/88 = 23.9%
Ukrainian 1 1 2/72= 2.8% 2/15= 13.3%| 1938.5 13/88 = 14.8%
Latvian 1| 4 5/72= 6.9% 5/7= 71.4%| 1937.8 2/88= 2.3%
Belarusian 2 2/72= 2.8% 2/3= 66.7%| 1940.0 1/88= 1.1%
Polish 1 U72= 1.4% 1/2 = 50.0%| 1937.0 1/88= 1.1%
Polish/German 1 U72= 14% /1 =100.0%| 1940.0 0/88= 0.0%
Armenian 1/88= 1.1%
Georgian 1/88= 1.1%
German 1/88= 1.1%
Lithuanian 1/88= 1.1%
Moldovan 1/88= 1.1%
Known nation 1| 17) 26] 6] 20 2| 72/72=100.0%| 72/160=45.0%| 1938.4| 88/88 =100.0%
Unknown nation 1 2 3| 1 7 7/23=30.4%] 1939.4 16
TOTAL 1| 18] 26] 8| 23] 3 79 79/183 = 43.2%] 1938.5 104

Other observations:

Jews were disproportionately targetted during the first wave. The shootings seem to have
come in two waves, with the main peak in 1938 and a secondary peak in 1940, with the intervening 1939
bringing a lull. During the 1938 peak, 19/26 = 73.1% of those shot were Jewish; however, during the 1940
peak, only 10/20 = 50% of those shot were Jewish.

Jews were shot earlier than Russians. The only two groups among whom there were sufficient

executions to merit paying attention to the average year of execution are Jews and Russians, and from these it
is clear that the executions of Jews took place earlier the average year of execution for the 48 shot Jews being
1938.2 and for the 13 shot Russians being 1.3 years later, or 1939.5. The very first execution in this sample
was that of a Jew in 1936, and at least 15 Jews had been executed before the first Russian was executed.

Latvians were shot even earlier than Jews. If we wanted to credit the mean year of execution for the
5 Latvians who are known to have been executed, we would say that their mean of 1937.8 antedated the mean



for Jews by 0.4 years.

Proportion lost from greatest to least: Latvians, Jews, Russians, Ukrainians. If we examine

the four most numerous nationalities within the Cheka-GPU-NKVD in Ukraine, we find that the Latvians fared
worst, losing 71.4% (5/7) of their members; Jews fared next worst, losing 51.6% (48/93); Russians next with
38.2% (13/34); and Ukrainians best with 13.3% (2/15).

Among the four most numerous nationaliites
within the Cheka-GPU-NKVD in Ukraine,
the proportion shot during the Great Purge was:
7 out of every ten Latvians,

S out of every ten Jews,

4 out of every ten Russians,

1 out of every ten Ukrainians.

Jewish preponderance just slightly weakened. Despite the fact that of the three leading

nationalities, Jews were shot earliest and in the largest numbers, the hierarchy of the Cheka-GPU-NKVD
experienced only a slight quantitative shift as a result of the shootings, with the rank ordering of nationalities
according to prevalence remaining what it had been namely Jews, Russians, Ukrainians, Latvians. Whereas in
the absence of the shootings, we summarized the ratios among every 10 members as 6 Jews, 2 Russians, 1
Ukrainian, and 1 other, the result of the shootings, rounded to the nearest digit out of 10, gives us 5 Jews, 2
Russians, 1 Ukrainian, and 2 others in other words, Jews lost 1/10 and others gained 1/10 such was the
small quantitative shift which the Great Purge brought about in the nationalities distribution of the Cheka-GPU-
NKVD. The rough approximation:

Of every 10 senior members
of the Cheka-GPU-NKYVD in Ukraine
who remained unshot during the Great Purge:
S were Jewish,
2 were Russian,
1 was Ukrainian, and
2 were other.

Remaining Conclusions

The Latvians stand out. Although the group characteristics of Jews, Russians, and Ukrainians

within the Cheka-GPU-NKVD differ little (except for the size of the groups, of course, and except for statistics
concerning purging), there is one group that does stand out on several measures, although the small size of this
group in the Shapoval volume makes us wary of attributing great significance to its differences. That is,
compared to Jews, Russians, and Ukrainians, the Latvians on the average were older, held more senior



ranks, were more likely to be purged, and were purged earlier. Also, the only female in the Shapoval sample of
183 was a Latvian.

The first head of the Ukrainian Cheka was a Latvian. The salience of the Latvians in the
Shapoval statistics reminds us that the first head of the Ukrainian Cheka was the Latvian, Martin Latsis or Latzis
(real name, Jan Sudrabs), who has been described as "particularly ruthless" (Sergey Petrovich Melgunov, The
Red Terror in Russia, London, 1925, p. 23). It is surprising to not find Latsis under any of his names in the
Shapoval volume.

Melgunov's comment on the Latvians. The salience of Latvians in the Shapoval volume reminds us as
well of Melgunov's statement concerning the particular concentration of Latvians in the Russian Cheka (the
"Extraordinary Commission" referred to is the same as the "Cheka" or "Che-Ka" as Melgunov's translator writes
it, and "Letts" are "Latvians"):

As early asthe year 1919 the All-Russian Che-Ka had come to have 2000 persons on its
personal staff, with three-fourths of them natives of Latvia. Indeed, Letts, from the
beginning, obtained, and retained, a specia position in this regard, and would be engaged
by Che-Kasin batches of whole families, and render those Che-Kas faithful service. Thus
our modern Letts might be likened to the ancient mercenaries. So much was this the case
that the Muscovite Che-Ka came to be known as "the Lettish Colony." A propos of the
attraction which the institutions of Moscow had for Latvia's population, the Bulletin of the
Left Social Revolutionary Party remarked: "Letts flock to the Extraordinary Commission
of Moscow as folk emigrate to America, and for the same reason — to make their
fortunes." And the fact that very few Letts knew asingle word of Russian was in no way
held to disqualify those immigrants from being entrusted with inquisitions and

domiciliary searches, or even with thefilling in of returns. Whence arose amusing
anecdotes not wholly amusing to the victims.

Sergey Petrovich Melgunov, The Red Terror in Russia, London, 1925, pp. 248-249

The Shapoval biographies are not encyclopedic. one might hope that coming

across the name of a prominent member of the NKVD somewhere in Ukraine, one would be able to find that
name in the Shapoval sample of 183. Here, for example, is a mention of one such prominent member of the
NKVD:

"We know from Stalin on down who ordered the action and who carried it out," Mr.
Sniezko said. Among those directly responsible for the murders were about 200 NKVD
operatives. An NKVD officer named Syromiatnikov, stationed in Kharkiv, was identified
as a particularly bloody-handed officially sanctioned serial killer. Heisthought to have
died in the late 1940s.

Andrij Wynnyckyj, Ukrainian Weekly, 3Dec95

An attempt to find "Syromiatnikov" among the Shapoval biographies, however, fails. What is needed from the
SBU, then, is work that is more thorough, biographies that are more exhaustive, more encyclopedic, more
comprehensive.

Jewish C()nqllest of the Slavs. if similar statistics apply to Russia, then it would appear that

the depiction of the Russian Revolution as the Jewish conquest of Russia may have some basis in fact, and if
similar statistics apply to the rest of the Slavic world (that is, not only to the Russians and Ukrainians, but also
to the Belarusians, the Poles, Czechs, Slovaks, Serbs, Croats, Bulgarians, and so on) then the Communist
Revolution in the Slavic lands might be most succinctly summed up as the Jewish conquest of the Slavs. The
Great Purge, in turn, was not an overthrow by the Slavs of the Jews, but a more random blood bath whose
incidental effect was only the most modest of weakenings of the Jewish hold over the Slavs, at least if the



above statistics concerning the Ukrainian Cheka-GPU-NKVD are representative both of other ruling bodies and
of other locations.

Contribution of Jewish ideology to Jewish history? knowing the leading role

played by Jews in the bloodthirsty crimes of the Cheka-GPU-NKVD, in the torture and genocide committed after
the Second World War in Poland against Germans, and in the bloodletting being committed today in the Middle
East (as exemplified further in the shooting of reporters and the murder of POWSs, the latter documented on the
UKAR site both in my Letter 12 to Anne McLellan and in an article by Martin Cohn) to mention just three
categories of crimes the question has to arise of whether there is not some ideology inculcated by Judaism
that predisposes its followers to participate in movements marked by oppression, ruthlessness, and sadism. I
do not know enough about either Judaism or history to venture such a hypothesis on my own initiative, but as
creditable students of Judaism and of history have already suggested exactly this hypothesis, I do feel bold
enough merely to recommend that it not be discarded as an impossibility out of hand. Readers interested in
pursuing this topic can consult my summary of some of these ideological tenets of Judaism as they have been
earlier discussed by Israel Shahak, Jewish History, Jewish Religion: The Weight of Three Thousand Years, Pluto
Press, London and Boulder Colorado, 1994, and as well my broaching of the topic to Rabbi Yaakov Dov Bleich of
Kyiv in my Letter 5 to him of 29Sep97. Also relevant may be the acknowledgement that Jewish culture
legitimizes and even commands revenge.

A minor paradOX resolved. it should go without saying that even if the Communist

Revolution was controlled mostly by Jews, it does not follow that most Jews were either Communists or
revolutionaries. Rather, many writers go out of their way to comment that only a minority of Jews supported
Bolshevism, most were indifferent, and some opposed it. Thus, although in the first of the pair of quotations
below, we see Hilaire Belloc unequivocally placing responsibility for the Russian Revolution at the feet of the
Jews, yet in the second of the pair of quotations we find him unequivocally exonerating Jews in general from
blame a seeming paradox which a little thought demonstrates contains no contradiction:

It was the pure despotism of a clique, the leaders of which had been specially launched
upon Russia under German direction in order to break down any chance of arevival of
Russian military power, and all those |leaders, without exception, were Jews, or held by
the Jews through their domestic relations, and al that followed was done directly under
the orders of Jews, the most prominent of whom was one Braunstein, who disguised
himself under the assumed name of Trotsky. A terror was set up, under which were
massacred innumerable Russians of the governing classes, so that the whole framework of
the Russian State disappeared. Among these, of course, must specially be noted great
numbers of the clergy, against whom the Jewish revolutionaries had a particular grudge.
A clean sweep was made of all the old social organization, and under the despotism of
this Jewish clique the old economic order was reversed.

(Hilaire Belloc, The Jews, 1937, p. 58)

For the Bolshevist movement, or rather explosion, was Jewish.

That truth may be so easily confused with a falsehood that | must, at the outset, make it
exact and clear.

The Bolshevist Movement was a Jewish movement, but not a movement of the Jewish
race as awhole. Most Jews were quite extraneous to it; very many indeed, and those of
the most typical, abhor it; many actively combat it. The imputation of its evilsto the Jews
asawholeisagrave injustice and proceeds from a confusion of thought whereof |, at any
rate, am free.

(Hilaire Belloc, The Jews, 1937, p. 55)
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Jews present obstacle to the rule of law in UKraine. one of ukraine's most

pressing needs today is to demonstrate the rule of law by punishing the most egregious violations of the law
namely torture, murder, genocide. To the degree that the number of the guilty and the weakness of the law
make this unfeasible, Ukraine then needs more than anything else to at least implement a Truth and
Reconciliation Commission paralleling the Truth and Reconciliation Commission so wisely instituted in South
Africa. However, there is one huge obstacle standing in the way either of the punishment of the guilty or of
inducing them to confess. That obstacle is that a disproportionate number of the accused, or of those revealed
to have committed crimes, might turn out to be Jews, with the result that Ukraine would be portrayed by a
mindless world press as having gone on an anti-Semitic rampage. Thus, one way that Jews continue to harm
Ukraine today is by standing in the way of Ukraine demonstrating the power of its law to bring its torturers and
its butchers to account, or the power of its righteousness to command its torturers and its butchers to at least
confess.

Another motive for the Jewish calumniation of Ukraine. there has been

widely and repeatedly observed by Ukrainians in recent years and has been amply but only partially
documented within the Ukrainian Archive the frequency, ferocity, and irrationality of the calumny heaped by
Jews upon Ukrainians. In the majority of cases, Ukrainians are stung, but fail to appreciate the underlying
motivation. The Ukrainians, expecting that their protests and corrective information have guaranteed that a
similar attack will not recur, are lulled into a false sense of security, oblivious to the fact that the motivation
behind the attack persists and rather guarantees a series of similar attacks stretching into the indefinite future.
And so when another attack does recur, the Ukrainians are just as astonished and uncomprehending as in the
earlier attacks, just as busily mount their protests and issue their corrective information, and just as predictably
achieve no security from future attack because they have just as blindly failed to understand the motivation
behind the attack.

Discussed at length within the Ukrainian archive has been one such motive the plundering of Ukrainian brains
is promoted by the anxiety within Ukrainian Jews that the portrayal of Ukrainians as anti-Semites evokes.
However, the Shapoval statistics above suggest to us a second motive behind the Jewish calumny that itis an
attempt to discredit a weak victim before he becomes strong enough to point an accusing finger. In other
words, one possible reason that Jews incessantly paint the false image of themselves as victims of Ukrainians is
because of the reality that Ukrainians have been among the foremost victims of Jews. The Jewish hope may be
that if the image of the Ukrainian as pogromist and sadistic camp guard is inculcated deeply enough, the
accusation that the historical reality is one of Jews oppressing and murdering Ukrainians will seem mad, and will
serve only to confirm the Jewish diagnosis of genetic anti-Semitism among Ukrainians. And so as long as there
is a Ukrainian memory of the horrors inflicted upon them and of who the perpetrators of those horrors were, it
becomes in Jewish interests to undermine Ukraine, to keep it weak, to keep it poor, to keep it despised
because all of these militate against Ukraine's voice becoming strong enough to be heard and to be believed.

Is anti-Semitism gratuitous? Anti-Semitism is a topic that not only arises often in the

Western media, but one may say is pressed incessantly into our consciousness, and one of the conclusions
concerning anti-Semitism that is repeatedly proposed, particularly by Jewish sources, is that it is and always
has been gratuitous, that from the Jewish point of view it is an antagonism based not on "what we have done"
but on "who we are." What the Western media inculcates us to believe is that anti-Semitism is a variety of
mental illness, and not a natural and understandable reaction to demonstrable provocation. The closest that

this view comes to identifying a cause is to point to Jewish success, particularly Jewish economic success, and
to portray anti-Semitism as grounded in an envy of such success.

However, a more thoughtful examination of the phenomenon of anti-Semitism reveals many reasons for viewing
it atleast in some of its manifestations not as an irrational and unexplainable and gratuitous hatred, but as
a natural and understandable antipathy arising from an acquaintance with Jewish misbehavior. The Shapoval
volume, then, provides us with one such reason why some Ukrainian anti-Semitism might exist. The reason is
that Ukrainians have been aware of the Jewish domination of the experiment in government through mass
murder which went under the name of "Communism," and in which experiment Ukrainians more than any other
peoples have been conscripted into playing the role of guinea pigs.

Revelant to the question of the degree to which anti-Semitism may be based on rational considerations is the
Ukrainian Archive discussion of Warsaw's Alphonsenpogrom of May, 1905.

Terms of a truce. were 1 authorized to represent the Ukrainian position in negotiating with Jews a

cessation of verbal hostilities, I might open with "If you stop fabricating lies about us, we will stop disclosing the
truth about you."
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Correspondence with Moshe Ronen, National President of the Canadian Jewish

Congress

Moshe Ronen Neal Sher

Letters to Moshe Ronen:

15-Mar-2000

Three questions concerning kosher labelling

Irving Abella

22-Mar-2000

Is Jewish ritual slaughter inhumane?

23-Mar-2000

Is kosher labelling a pyramid scheme?

24-Mar-2000

Selling pie in the sky when you die

25-Mar-2000

The fallacy that higher volume lowers costs

26-Mar-2000

What about industrial espionage?

27-Mar-2000

Income from denial of kosher certification?

28-Mar-2000

Kosher status misrepresentation

13-Apr-2000

Needless kosher certification

16-Apr-2000

Two frustrated goals of the CIC?

17-Apr-2000

Please release the Rambam confessions!

08-Jun-2000

Please upgrade the CIJC web site

09-Jun-2000

Rabbi Cohen poisoned in Lviv

12-Jun-2000

Holocaust pornography in Israel

18-Feb-2001

People are laughing at you

23-Jul-2001 Is eruv proliferation a real-estate scam?

Material Relating to Moshe Ronen:

Neal Sher (centre), recently
appointed special advisor
to the Canadian War
Crimes Unit, gave a briefing
at the February CJC
Regional Officers meeting.
The former director of the
U.S. Office of Special
Investigations got together
prior to the meeting with
CJC Ontario Region Chair
Moshe Ronen (left) and
CJC National War Crimes
Committee Chair Prof.
Irving Abella. (Daniel Fine
Photo)

Photograph and caption
available on the CJC web
site at
www.cjc.ca/Ontario/contact-

text-vol-1-number-3.htm

The photograph was
apparently taken February
1998.
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Steven Rambam: Letter 01 13-Mar-2002 Shakedown for $25,000

Steven Rambam: Letter 02 25-Mar-2002 The Jewish show trial of Julius Viel

Mike Wallace: Letter 03 04-Jul-2002 Mike Wallace's Dark Secret

Don Hewitt: Letter 02 17-Jul-2002 Canada's REAL Dark Secret

Steven Rambam: Letter 03 22-Jul-2002 Smart to lie to the LA Superior Court?
Irving Abella: Letter 09 25-Jul-2002 Will you testify on Steven Rambam's behalf?
Steven Rambam Letter 04 06-Jul-2002 Top 25 Investigators of the Century Hoax

Moshe Ronen is a member of the WHARRRF Group of Seven which has an interest in suppressing by
means of the Steven Rambam litigation Lubomyr Prytulak's discussion of the WHARRRF Fifty-Confessions

Hoax. The WHARRRF Group of Seven consists of:

Mike Wallace
Don Hewitt
Irving Abella

F. David Radler
Steven Rambam
Moshe Ronen
Bernie Farber
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F. David Radler: COO of Hollinger International, world's largest
newspaper company

Letters to F. David Radler:

Letter 01 08-Dec-2000 The Jewish show trial of Michael Seifert
Letter 02 25-Dec-2000 Flunking the lousiness test

Letter 03 16-Sep-2001 Brain worms, dust clouds, and the
World Trade Center

Documents relating to F. David Radler:

Melissa Radler: Canadian Mag's Unkosher Article

Letters to Steven Rambam, Brooklyn Private Investigator
Steven Rambam Letter 01 13-Mar-2002 Steven Rambam shakedown for $25,000
Steven Rambam Letter 02 25-Mar-2002 The Jewish show trial of Julius Viel

Mike Wallace Letter 03 04-Jul-2002 Mike Wallace's Dark Secret

Don Hewitt Letter 02 17-Jul-2002 Canada's REAL Dark Secret

Steven Rambam Letter 03 22-Jul-2002 Smart to lie to the LA Superior Court?
Irving Abella: Letter 09 25-Jul-2002 Will you testify on Steven Rambam's behalf?
Steven Rambam Letter 04 06-Aug-2002 Top 25 Investigators of the Century Hoax

F. David Radler

External links:

Boycott the National Post
How corporations control the news

F. David Radler is a member of the WHARRRF Group of Seven which has an interest in
suppressing by means of the Steven Rambam litigation Lubomyr Prytulak's discussion of

the WHARRRF Fifty-Confessions Hoax. The WHARRRF Group of Seven consists of:

Mike Wallace
Don Hewitt
Irving Abella

F. David Radler
Steven Rambam
Moshe Ronen
Bernie Farber
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