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Fables of Ancient Israel

Now Being Dissected

Researchers are weighing the accurzcy of the leigns of King Solomon and

King David against archeological and scientific datajust recendy discovered.

These scholars are coming up l,ith some r,ery iuteresting conclusions.

t

MANY CHRISTTAN REUGIoUS scHoL{Rs. such as

loted author'Ihomas L. Thompson, think the histc>

ry of Palcstinc and its pcoples is vcn diffelent frotl
Old Testament nar-r'atives, rcgardless of political

claims. A historl of the rcgion duling the Lon I and

hol ll periods lear,es little room for any historicity in

the accoulls of the books of Sarnuel and Kings, crit-

ics sal Thc major media seldom mcntio[ the schol-

ar\'Christian critiques oI the ancient legcnds fbr
1i'ar thcv they lvill come undcr attackliom those who

belioc thc facts undclmine Israel's veq'legitimacy.

pened to thc lc\$ oI F,uropc during $brld $hr II (ir is

claimed that rlrcrt' lvas a slstcmatic policy of cxt(l'mina(-
ing them by thc Gcrrllan go\'crnmcDl; amonli thc spccific
claims are that 6 millionJels l,ele gassed to dcathr horv
ever; there is no evidcncc of any of this).

In spi(c ol lhe sensational nature of thcse Iindings
about 'ancienl Ismci,' ihel arri, so lir; all but totally un-
knorvn ro thc gcncral public. ilrciuding even his(orl bulis.
Collc$s ha\t bccn rcluctant to aeach lhc IacB. a))d man)
Christian pastors \tay al{ay lion) thcsc tru(hs as if (hc)

$ould bc corscd by Cod. Hirnsclfl
:l'hcre $as a tirnc, notso long ago, whcn o,rc simply did

notquestion thc Old T(:stinncnt. If lhc C)ld TeshnrcDt said
sometLi[g had hapl)c|cd at some timc in lh( pasl. thr)n it
happcncd, and that was that. regardlcss ol nhetl)cr there

,as alry otircr c\idcnc( for lhc evcnr ouhidc oi it r pases.
No onc elcn considcred lhal it might be li(tiollal. 'It).Lr)

fiat is no longcr'thc casc.

\{illiam G. Dcvcr, ilr his \rrl intercsting and c'\tremelv
important book. lho lltcr rl* flrb Isratklrs nnd W1n)" Did
7 hg Conc Fnnr?,t atstvcrs qucstions likc "Did thc Ilouse of
David reall) cxisti" a d Is King Solomorl a larta$?"
Derer $as Ionncrlt thc hcad oflhc Universit_v ofArjzona's
Near [astem studies depar'lmcnt.

I{ost modem scholar! considcr the Davidic dPasq
and especially thc Exodus story to be entir-el1' lictitious.

There arc manv nc$ thi,lg\ lrnder the Sun, dcspil€ dnl
biblical slatcn)cnt to the contraq: and irr reccnt decadcs a

grcal conll'oversy has delcloped amoug thc clcrisv,
ahhough liltlc has (until no$) becn hcard aLrout il b\, thc
rnasifs: To \,r'hat (:)ii(:It nla\ the Old 

_It'slrmcllt, 
or p:rn\ of

rr. tr, ,,rr.id, rr,l .rn r,, urrt, hr-urlrl,lu,rrm,rrr;

BYJoI{N TIFFANT

.g cr,'.r,h lor rn,rior rp'errinqnl tlreapph crrt.

! I rrJ llowrr Io ilnra.r ell la\m(r,. r huge nullts
- 

" 
h'r ot " lrolar'. lrrre 1ui.rh ,om, rogrrh, r

f atrceirrq,,n a hi.roricarla, r ,ha, t{ill n\c,ru'n
A llrc ,'nri,,rI ol iollrr lri\rorl" slrcrr all rlr,

facls thcy harc gathcred bccom( $,idely kDo(,n.
'fhe,v agree (hat lhc various talc! of"ancienl Ismcl" are

largell fictional. Bascd upon thc known facl,s of gcogra-
ph1l historlt archcologl ar)d cvcn bibli(al scholarship,
marq of thcm argue rhc)( !\,as no such ortiry as "ancient
Isracl -!hat it uev(r eristcd. Is il possil)le that ancicnt
Isrlcl is a hoa\?

Ifa hoax it is. rhcr clcarl,v "an(i(rlt Ismel is thc r )st

pditablc holl)i ir history. r\ilh tLc po:siblc cxccption of
ils t$iD tuiry txlc. lhe'1ourt histolian ' r'iflr' ol fi,lrat ltap
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ir!r]l-i (l5ul 105(i), Arlsln.tn :Ll.hl)isilop ol.\Dne3-h. Plirnllrc ol
all hchrrrl a d \i(c chan(.ll(n oI TIiDitr (l(rleqr ill

flnr ';,nlr tl!, I udr . . . R.lrcnib(r \. nor thc lbnDer Dublin. ilho rr'irs highly rcgardcd ill his day rs r (Lur.L-

I re\! rhirg.r .hronology has proR{l llrc rnost drrrablr blrt p,:llaps rlso
ilrr. lost ill fitcd. RiNCd olr iin intr'ic.1te i:olre]ariorr of

'fo Ir a nue aud horrcst rcid\tisl. ol]c rnrst be opcrl to }Ii(ldlc Eilrl(n) inrl Mcditerrane.tn his(,).ic\ rurd holt,
.,,r.x'i;r,'.lrilr...,r,l 'rrrrilurlv.rnherrrru,rri.rnri",,.., l,r. \!rr.ir {.,.in,,,'t,,r.,r,dirro.,r.,,.l,or,,,tr,r.i,,ot rl ,

toriolog_ist, is lo be x Rc\isionist. lo r.iruTr rh.ri \!lr.rr s! tsit,l, prin(din 1 701 . xnd rhus carne ro be r..gar.rlctl rvirh
onc. bcli{1ed-rltlrou-eL itsecr cd to nrrkc r.n'c t,, tr.,'t rlnr,5t is rnu(h urquL.stiolring rc\rrcucc as Lhe Bible
rl)c tirne--is norlrhiir ."eshoui(lcollriDrLcr,,hLlir!rirltr( rsclt. llarinr c{irbli,hc(l tLc 6rsr day ot crcirion xs
.!\en tial i ntellectlr rl proccss Ly which !dsd(,m ; r ,r\!\. 'l h i' Srrnd,n, Otrubcr :1, 100.1 8.C.. Usshcr cuicularcd the

lrisrori,Ds \!ho filtl tlrcnrschcs chillc s-('d to repu.tiate rhnt.VlanrandElewcrctLrrerrtromdreCardr.u,rl L.t,D
thcir r!holc lite s \\ork, io thitt lil a ,rc$ !i.trt,oirrt tr, ,), \tord,r), \,,\, rrb,,r 10, .1{)01 B.(j., ard rhat Noah's xrk
b..cnnri (knnirxut somdhrles r'cqtirc,i r$ tr) (1i1 lor lhe made 1andi?lll on llou,r \rarat on \Iay 5, l41.11 B.C., on a
,)ldcr scie r r rists :llld hi\torirrrs to dic oll:rs uirh thc (-'oper- \!e.lnesilav
rir-in Rc\olurion.r ln Lis rork. Dr: John Li*-ht{oor

JtNr rs (i)peuiclrs ,)vcltl e\r rhe (1602 ]675t, vice charcellor ot(.anr-
old un.k Alar(lirlg rh.rt the sun go$ '[a1s et? tlol lhe t( tc brirtge Uuiversity, u courrmporilrl ,rf
)rouud rlr(r Earth' rnrl clnngcd tl<r lhttto,rt ltrl,rhitt. ttltttan' L\\hcrandone oftLc rlost eolincrrl
S.n to the clrr(r'ol rhc uuire.se (and " ^.," "",'-'_: " s.lolarsofhisrhncilrrhelieldofllre
nolv ir is nor c\'cu that. lrLrr a rrirror ttl lltl \utttt'tl\ l\ttt/ltt?\, l.lcbrelr language. declxird, a, lhc
stiir irl arl itlerage grlalr in a mst uni' 

'h 
o n u \t h( disli guitlud r.esu lL of lri' *mdr ,t tlr. S. r rpru r.',

l,::il,,llliil[,i]:[:.lii';1,,]l;#i .tiotr.tttettraos-untt, :i.;1;',",il:"1'11":;:i.,illi'i;"i;1
wasJuxsilern (apPropriarciv cnough. l\tttlll\ tttt \ttl tlltln{?l\r 

LLrher. in rhe same insrlrnr, and
consirlerirrg rhe grauunen of lhis arti- qltogttltn: (l.,ud( full oj-i|ttcr;, a d th:rr .,this

.1e) (lerhrinxid ii(nn htnrg tLe cdllcr uork ro()1.. placc, and nrlD lvas cr(.rt-
ol rhr' rvo.kl. xs ikipicted fi tlrc )lhtplt c(l b1, I1e I j.ir)l o. O.rohcr:3. .100 

1

cxcept, o1 (:{)rnse. ir: thr urirxls of.fttts. ht lor.e fissher's rr,cre collrpl(.t({. Il is ilrtc.eniD.t lhrr rl)c

a,rR,G0vEspucc, lil:,,i,.|,:liil,::,',',:i:ii'i:,,',',li,'lllilll:ill':,1,,i:,:'ii]:

OIcl l.st.rmeu evcnts" "rrdr .rs Lhc c\il{' iirnn rh. *irh rlrc I..r rl,rt hrrh rcs.lrs coi,parc, roLrglrhr lo rtre

r,.:r,rr',r',.,,r',11. 1,,..,r .',,,r li.r,,r!,il P.,r,.r"r, r .1.r, 1,. r,,r,l.r,,l irrr,,,,r,r .,,r,,,.. 1,1 ',,,,,,r ..:,r r,.
N.\ lrii(r L)! :11;L,rtcti. .,nril lxr nrilt( n lrr rrrr'r'cly 1:r:rrr- t! liTt;0 tr,.C.
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nr.rirrtain th;rr rlre Lurilcrst' llla) b( intr)it.l) okl ) SrLdr

plrr-noncn;r as tlrc Carckrr oil den rur{l Ni)ah': Il,,r,{1cr,r'
n(, bc lak(rl lir.mlh, lronr tlrt Oll -l starnL rrt b1 rn,xl,rr rt

\.i.r)li.ts. (,r:r.Lrirll) 1hc hisl(,ri(]iit ol tvcrrt, llrrLlt|r
,,.,,r.,',.1',,,,' r., .rr' r. rr,,r.,.I.r'.|,.,rj, 'r',,1.,i 

J,,.'
rir \!c11. I nli)rlrIlrt.l). ri)rn\ perl)lr 1(dal. kr()\r) n' l)il,1i
(.rl ir..r,rr)ri{.. r( lrrs, t().or\i{l(ir tt). (\,i(l( r1.('. l),)rh irr, r

,).rl r,, rlr( Ol(l L nrDrLnl .rnL c\lr rrrirl l() it. slrrNirrg Llrai

irxricl,t r:r1.\ {; rlr( "l.h\" xr ir,l lrisr(,r\:
(,ritir'l:rr ol't!rr Ol,l li.st,rrrrnr rNl)i!rorr" h:rsrlrriti,]

lrj\rir'1 ir!.il Innr{li,r (1. Sl)irr,r.r. r lfl,,rvlro lircd iu
,\rustLrdarr. 1\,rr)( a r.\1)llrrior;ry ]l!,1 (r) rlrr ljrlrc
'li,,ttala\ 7'l),,1,!nPnltti, t'\ il hdt,!i, tl'l\,|)ti,tl I it^^ t)l

7 li'ltrcir.rll( r ). rvhi.h :rplt.ue(l in i(;rI in t-niir. irrl
r,itLirr .iqlrL rc.,rs ir rr,.rs lr,rr\l,n(11 ;rl(,I.r(r11r \lhouiil
it rrr' l)irrr((l irr irs shrrkir- r'rltirisrrr ,rl rLr' 1)1rl

l(nlrntrrr s()r)rflr(^\ tr,Lrtotrt trlrr, \r. nr,\.,lli] h11l ,r

rrDr 7 //'lorrid a s(Ji,,rs dcl)rtr .tl)or,l rlie rullxorhi
n,.( (, rl! liil)ll] ii\ lri'r,,f\ rll.l :rh),r rh( ,rrlx,rl,irr,, oj
rlrr'r,,,rlkl ,,,,r irrrr Jtr,'.

\,trrlly Ihr:r'r'is no iLr(1r rlriri ri.r','jirn.),11'. j,\r.
irrrLrrrrrrrc nr( ri,,r rli( \,rLri( rlirr!.r.l lrhirr. \l)(,:r,'

Many discrepancios turn up wher) hislorians loo; inlo tho boott of

Josh!a anC lh.r book ol Judges. Th.r Canaan tes (Palesl nians)whom

Jollr!a {supposoi\, ar irvade ) and h s bafd of !sraeliles" su,rpcs

edly exl.,rninalea \,r'ero a ve and wcll lo iillht igak,. Josnua 1012

inentons ho* th. pagnn trb? !.rar god oi tr-" pioio-Jews gi,!. tt€]

Amcriles ov6' to U,e invarlers. Br L rri Joshla r3:!.rnd 4. iJte n lhe

chror o rrgy. w! r .l lhry are u.,conque ed. Tlr.rn ?itr! f o s!.rl c!n'
qu.ss trul ZD| sis r !r lh3 O d lesi:lr,rer i 1(, j rsi iy lir. r clar'i lor Lhe

rghi olJe,r:,lo,r!l.r!rsl) ii. s1ar..l ls ae :r rntof or t\. J.wi by

the J€r!! ar d lo thc J.r,rs-ihi. s !!nI ihey ail' sL,ilai vrar to llrs day

Abr!,cisdNi.olaPclrssi (1625) irdrli, gdeprci rg Jc1l,u. d.r.al| !r

the Arncnles. L,llle .vi.ler.e e:rlii! 1o :!rtl et c?ro u]rr g .nl'lriil].

,r)r Llr!. {ri( irs l:r.r, ljr, . 
'rlr(, 

rrrrrsi h rlirrirlttiJt, rl 1t.'rr
llcL,r \\r--.rrd I'r,r.lir ur: sr,rnL'tL,rrq r'lv .rl ,J1ril,(,. thr
(r,rlLrlii,rr (n rh(s( tenrs\\,r1\qr\'irrlt totlLr e,li.rnl.rqL ol

lltL, rlio\'(rrn ni lirr p(,liri.rl Ti,nrin)r arrd ir rtr ,lrItootl ll
rll ,rlr rr rrrirrirrl sih,rlars'

Il)i. $.11 ,L I!rr)r.l.,hi('i,,r'1;urrl,r L,lr,', rIl1 j,,\l):,'11

in(.,rr(\ {)l Lh. l1},lrl(r,lr (1lr( lir'r llr, l-',r,l.s ol rl)(

Okl I( r1;r,n.r'1.,,r: !f (,)c ; ((r!,.rr( l), ll,, ll( \.rr( r( Ii. !jr, i
l,^l)rL. r.i.,,rs l,) ri ,,\] il,r s.,rr( liirr,l. rl .rr 'rf,,rt l,:rr, 

(i

I ,, I i, a. 1., 1iri, r ri. l\i, r,h rr I 11i l),'Ln,',,,i,, r,r\ ,. IL .irrl( , i
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,ho dkng?d th( hi.tknidt)
" lt rurt.lt l irm lVell hau.ven

ol the Rihle stoies end dained
thet bihlical hiskniogrq)h) tuas

rtl.ntiorl to s(orrs of \vhat Il.l-. \{enckcn c,rlled lrans'

0arcnt irnbccilitics irr thc Iive books, rntl *pecial)y in
(ir:nesis, irrcluding a dozn) or n)orc palprrblc geographicll
and histori.irl impossibilitics. The xnswe) ol the co stitut-
ed auliroil;e\ u':rs to suppress tlrc 'lin.tah6. but enough
copics got out to reach the propcr penons, and eicrsincc
thcn thc Okl lcstrurxrt has bctn under serrching and
d(lastatir)B cxarninatioD. Ihe 6rst corrspicuous conribu-
tor ro thar \ork ir:ls a French pricst, Richard Simon, but
sincc lhen the Germans lu\e had morc to do with it than
aDl olhcr'pcople, aDd so it is cormnon fbr An)cri(al
Chdstiarls to t[ink ol the so-called lligh.r Criticisrn as a

Cerman inlention, an(l to hva good deal oI the blame for
it upon [,\dolfl Hitlcr and thc Ilriser.'l

Spiroza asrrls, ir\ his gcnenl conclusiou about scrip
tural repo s ()1'rri.aculous crcnls in history, that c\cr'!,
rhing that is ( 1, n:urrtcd in scriptlre to havc happened
ne{e,.sarily happencd, its all thing:s tlo,
rcrording to thc la$s ot nature.,bd il
arylhing ca bc fotnd which can be
conclusivel,v dc onstratd to be con-
tmry to the lars of nanrri, oI rlot to
h,r. heen abk ro lollowliom thcm. it
should simply bc belie\ed ihal il has

been addcd to thc sacred texts bl sac-

rilegious nlen.ro
Tntdntus thc firsr book to analyTc

r)re Bible s_vsrcrmrticall;- as ifit wcrc an
rncient seculal text in L,rtin or Greck
ol itny xnciert tonsue. Spinoza rle

lbn uknd, and in large

Dtru\uP intentcl, daing
I he Bt b,tlon irm exile. "

l)cople began to wonder: Is thc old Ilstaorcnt, then.
merely iur antique lablel

'Ihcse matters uerc discussed on ail rides, :md evcn
thc apologists ol olthodoxy. if thel hoped to bc takcn
seriously, harl to usc thc tools ol. historical and plrilologi
.al learnirg.

In the seconrt halfolthe Igth cerltrrry, u school ofbil>
lical criticism devetopcd in Gcrmanr,, o[ which ]uljan
\liellhausen ruas a lcading figure. It challcnged thc his-
toriciry-r! of the Old Tcstunent slorics and clairncd thal
biblicat historiogmphy nas lbrmtlated, and in largt mcas
ure actually invcnted, rluling the Babylonian exilc. Thcsc
Bible scholars, thc Gelmans in particular claimed that thc
historyolthe Hchr.\s, as a series ofevents beginningwith
Abraham, Isaar and Jacob, and proceeding- through tlle
exile to Egypt, the enslavcment therc anrl the exodus, ilnd
encling with the conqrcst ol the land ol (lanaan and the

settlcment ot the tribes o1 Isntl. was

no more rh^n a larer rccorstrrrction
of elents that had nerer actuallv hap'
ptrert. and rvas rllitt(n l,ith a theo-
logical pur?ose.

Ad.litionai lirel was added io the
Iire with the publication ir 1897 o1

The tbths of hr&l: The ,4.n.i'nt Baak ol
G(n?si\ 1t'ilh,\n(tljti s o1ll. l'.\)bnliou of
Its (bnfosilian. by An:,or Kiddcr Fiske
(Nlacmillan Co., Ncw York). Fiske de-
tailcd how diffeient and irlcompali-
ble versions o1 valir-rus erents rvere

throncd thc IlcbrcNs anLl lsraclites as thc brarcni of a

nniqur, di\'ineh,inspircd trllth. ilhcrc corrld be rto douirt.
for Spino/a. that;rlyvalid hirloriolo$ ha(l to denv urterry
d1r centmlit) ofwhat mighr be callcd ll)e biblical enpe -

l-he QuakeLs ale sr:irl to haie distritscd lhc Okl
Tenamcnl as a tkiad lcttcr''

AMENICA'S GllOTANiEN
-lhomas Pab,:. riho h.rs lxrex ,ii led thc "(.ixllxlho ol'

,\rrr.ri.r. lirihcr ixi.l lLc gr.rurdn(,r'k for bibliral List,,ri
.rl,ririciirn. ll( !rolr. ir lris irlBLrcrrtial I7l)i hooL 7Ir.l!i

lri(,r,rrh( url,tllrlr, rxl.'l( rL,rlsiurri(l{\r,)lirsrrrrrh;
( rhc (rr ral1. il i\ u \lr:lnorr oi iL\ I tnr! hhr our: l;r llle
nrore.rr(i(nt r.) hist,nl prrt.r,ls t{) ir, rhc mnr ir hr rL.
r(tur|Lrce ol .r l.rbl. thL,ri3:I ol { \oy Dalnnr i. l,rui..l nr

hl,ulu6 ir irion, rn(l rlrrr ,)r rht.j(\\ i\ x\ nnrl) n) be $N

llr, nrl.$ in\ o11r]'lr \ I\vti'a L \ t, t^ | ! l, lt tit I a, tti') \

rteolt;lttriltlt\ lnr\ tL li;\tui tl,l,t)\t.1,a1, w1itu i rttiti
1-,,^ -Y//1((l,rre1], l7:6. hxn\r in hrqlislr 1. 1r, 1iv,) o,

cobblc.l togcther rather clrrmsily by whoeYer compilerl the
(Jld Tcstanrent, as fbr cxamplc lhe Ulohi5t and ]rhr,ist r (]r-

sior)r ofthe Deluge, resnlting in contr.rdiction\ tl)at r!ould
bc iltolerablc in any bookprupoliinla to sct forth an ac(u-
ratr dtronob$:r'r

Pcrhaps then: arc contraditrions in r,rthel irncienr doc-
rrmeDts srrch rls the //i./d ot the I:l) oJ Cilgofusli,lls vitll.
b r if so, ()nly a hrndful ol scholals wolrlri knr)$ aboul il,
(n ..rrc, since the llirxl (locs not l)urport 1() bc histor\,,llor'.
rvhile irnportant, does it crjr5 qdte the crrtral impor
iilt(c in our cullrne thit the BiHr'dots.

l Lt.. i\lt'rrrken's TtatiI an ttu C1l\ \'tit! h rrl i)trbli\h(rl
in t9:i0. (\sr'trrrd.{linon, iu l1) 16, r hrtgr cl littL: iit irtcr
clt hcrc.) I[cr(k(n poiuted out that l$lr [ar. lthc
FLrrd nryrhl fi,rrrr thc J1\r;. 11ho q()r i. lronr lbe lliLbv

loniirns, who got it lloin Lhc Srunerians. llt suN iu rlrc
ILl,ci brrsirr*s thc r-i|igirl ol religion. r!ith lLe ivorkl's lirst
pficrt hcinD_ a s(nt of.a\,eman who bokll'! atta.ked tL{'ris-
ing uaters of a fkrod litlt his cLrb or spcar. Whcn (hc

rlrrcrs roinr'identalh rcccdc.l, rhe hvl)orh(ti.: sl.unirn
r\irs irn ir)slanr cellbit,l rithin ltis tribe or h.u)d. Ucu.Lcn
wrorr rhar: "lhe Old TcstaD(ini. us hisroN. i\ on:r rnlr({r

\t.\!./.JL. i!. !0r);



lower L:l']" th:ut PrrsoIr\\itots r
I.iJt ol \\tuhinghtt o Iirth 7in!\
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Irt 1987.7rl llihh: \'lotil ]

Otlt"/ l,i,r,r \fr\ pnblisltt'rl, x fc-
plc\cnrali\r(' sclecti rn of hiblic:rl
lit('lJrr .rili.;\rn. c.liled b\ fhr
oll llkx,rrr ((llrr:lscr IJiitrsr I\rl.r
Iisl).rr. Nc\r \ork aDd Phila(l(1'

PLia r. RobcrL Allcr', \vriliul
th.lcin ("Sa.rc(l IIist(r) ard tlx
Begirlriug. ol l'rr)\(, l-i.rior').
de*ribcd tlu, Old fc!!an(nt ai
"sacrcd hislon " ,Uter slrggcsled
rlur thc biblical narl.ari\ts rhould
Lest bt: regardcd a\ histoliciT(i
plose lictiol. IIt urotc:

ThP.,\e oi rhr Rihl. '
sa.red I)isrorlr howc\cr. is

m(her dillcrenl fionr thar ol
nhdcrD hishriogrtrphr Thcr.
is. to l)egir) (ith, a whokr \p..
oruD of reladorrs rc hislol ir
tl)c \rutl\ bibln:il rr rntnr'.
!s I shall tl) (o indicatL- Iatt]I.

but no]le ol there ir)Rrles tlxl
scu\c ofbenrg bou)rd Lr) do.u
rrcr)Lrble lacrs lhnl charnclo.

Olher than in the Bible, lhere s no hslorcal ev-

dence lor lhe grealesl Jewish" leader ol al lrne

l\,los€s (above) There are no rnscrplons on slone

bone bronze clay lablels or papyri nor any meniion

in place names nor in lradilonal ocal eqends l\,losl

scholarc agr€e ihe exodus. lhe plagues oi Egypl and

lhe l]toses sloi€s are all mylhr(a I evenis lke lha

onesihe Ebledescnbes rn Exodus ,or nslance hap.

pened they woLrd be mentioned n the detail€d

records ol ancienl Eqypl especraly I most of lhe

Egypllan army drowned And whrle somo pharoahs

were lond ol invenl ng lherr own hislory. most ol what

yo! see in Egyplan history lexls has been verr,€d

(anrlol bc lalen Io in)pl) rh( his

t(n i(al or prelinoli( cris(er((i ol
x lacr (, oncr')cd g nt huririur-
oids. (1t is pos\ibl(i th( tall lal(i,
ro joLc inrenderl, r'as nrsl;ired
Ly soruconc Laving ,bur)d lhr
Iossi! skull ol r rna\t(xlllIri lhc
ccntirlly ldltlxl nesal opcnilu
cr,rrld Irsilr hirYr L((rr l)ri\irl(J.
p|r'tcd to bc :rn {rvc so(krr.)
Similar]lr rve cirnnijl. as his{ori
nns. prolc lionl lh( Ol(l
lis(arncnl rhel s,rnre oI iti ch:u'
acrcrs. sU(lr as AbmhaDr, Israc

arxl.lacob, actuall; c\i!r(d. any
m()le lhan some o1 the rharac
tcr's il) thc draDla(ic aDd roman-
tic Shakcspcarc plays exisred.!ri

Wh.rc2\ inrenlrl ( (,nrra.li.-

li.)Ds rfi(hin lhe Ol.l ltnarnenr
rnay suggc\l lhal somc of thesc

i diridlrals ar)d eYenls arc partl!
or crtirrly fictional, {br lhc prool
of their. hislo.i.i(v rle n\lst look
n) orhcr sour.es. borh in lhe
ibrn of cxrrihibli.rl anr i.nr
documcnti and the evid(ncc of
archeology.

OI course, by row rue slould
all undcrsraDd that mrny an

ize! hisrorl in Insl mod!,I r...phri(m l

'lbda) thc (linralc ofdroug-ht has shilted still f rthci iD

ThonrJ)soD's dilrcti(r1. so rhll llxrre is a nholo clusttr oI
scholarsrvho proposc rhal (hc Old 

_leslanlcnt 
d()e\ rlol pro-

vide ur rvitl adcq[.rl. cvidcn.c l(, corstlUct a Listr-'r1 of
earh lsratl. Thc Olcl TcsurrncDi, thcsc sclolars are c{)n-

Iinced, bclorrg; in tlxr san)ii ceicsoq as olher anci(rlt
nvdrs.rxd li(cmnu'c sll(h as (hc arn ,y' {,'//qarrAlr arrd tlrr'
11i.//1ard tlrc O.fil9r Still. llx)r nmst be some hisl(ri(al
tmrh ir tl)c Old Tcslamcnr, bccause sonc of tle tltiusis
\flitlcr about lhercin ha\c bccrl .onll ned bl archcol(}
gisrs.jrNt as ll(inri(h Schlicnlantr scemingl) confimred thc
aDcient IJorncric rvritings b)'dis(olo-ir1ts- l\hxl s{rcmcd to bc
the losr ciq of Irrl or(c thouilht b) man,v scholars to b(
'lrothirg rnorc tllall a m)rh." (S(1- TtlR J:ultrar1,/Frlrruarl
2007 1or lri eltcD)arilc scttir)g for Ilorrer's sagar.)

ll,r'..rrrtl,,rLcliv\liLi ir. ilili(,r''rl,.,r.n,rn, rrrr\ rl

aln rrr.. n)vlhs (irn 1). aD cffe.ii\'c \\'.r) oi pl'csel\irg bo[i1
fidc al).icDl kn()\rlcdgc an(l \visd.)nr. l

Olr thc orhcl hand,:ur.irnl lal(s such as ltxr sailir of
Odlssctrs errrl hi\ er..nrnter \!i1h thc (l).J,)Pr .r(rtairlh

an(ient rn)th coDhir)s \"luablc nugccts ol lact, iflve can
somchoil scpante lhe whclt ftom the cha{Il Bur ccrtainl)
thi$ is not lo sav that t)'lh i\ his(ory Th(i queslior is. ho$,

nnrch ol $hat rescmblc! history'(or pcrhapslLe should sav

a chroni.lc) ir lhc C)ld Icstamcnl corresp()rds rith aclrr

al events that occuned in the rcgion_:
'I hc t ardirral r Lrle ofhistoliologl is the balaDced sealch

Ior tr.tllh. and one do(:s rot llnd thi\ in a partiun docu
Inr'nt s ch as the Old'fcstalnrnr. It does not takc a gcat
scholar to realizr thal thc Torah is {rss()lti l), a pancgl c
-mtthi. histor'l'of drr l\t'aclitcs, a people Dou' lollg
c\tiDcr brt clairncd (rlith liulc actual justilicatioi) as thcir
ancesio)s by the r odcln.Je$s. Il is \\'har i\ kro*n in
GeDnan as ,rri&gl,J.rrltu, or a holv and thcobgical Pious
Ii(tioD. bur not nuc histoliograph)r Ilisloiolos is aD

cxrl.tirli{ .liscipline, rsscntially n sciflrce. arld immcnlcl-v
dillirellt in iL1.irns ard nxlhod\ Iiom those of fidio o-
thcolog)r In historiolos aud historio)orn)! as ir otlxrrsci-
en.cs, 1\r cimnot !a1,, as lbftrlliaD, tlc anrier)t churdl
firhcr. ii usualll quotcd (()r n( tuilly rnisquot(yl), 'C,lr/.)

r/r; dr\x,r/Irl. "or, )norc prop(ll.\, ()ftlihb&. ttui( i|4ltt t

,ut'-"1bcli$e it bccause it is imlx)ssible lo l)clic\'c. rt

I Ii I l\^R\[S llllVl]r\!



French Philosophers
Weigh in on King David

And Related Questions
1ll \rRr\rrrI l\r.rt[\ll\l l'r(rrlr (.lrrnr,ur

t)1!,li\i'ph( i .rr(l , rri{ l'i, rrl l}.rli (l(ll7 lTrn;r
s r. Lr (,1,1!,ri( |lr ,rl Lh, ,rtlrrrrrrr rh,tt lI lottttrl itt

ll,u tk !r 1ln r( 'li( r , L ) \r)ill, )/l . (l irirr\. lhrr h(

l!)irrr(l,,rr.irr rlr( 1.!rr('rr'.rLrrI r,rr l\ills iirtrrl irr hi' /r/
t ttt t)ntir l) )\tt. t,ttn t t. )i tt1i, {lirr rol.. l',rr i' 1r;1r;: Lrr^\rr irr

I..L.,1 ,,, ,.t, .,,.,,,., ,,..i,,
ir ih, Olil Ior.!rr( rr .r( r orrrrt.. 'rr lr .rs \,rnt r rrot htt,rirtt
l).r\r(l \lr1r 1i{ (.rr( r,, (,rirl),Ir r,] ir( ]).rlrl( \\irh rlx
l'lrrlhrirx\. r ! ri tlr,rriLlh thr. 't,,ri r. r,,l(l ir tlr( l),il,l( ,rl1( r

,r t,r'\rq( llr.rl rl,nrlx.l).r\r(l J'l.r\rr!1lr{ 1! rl)l(r \,ur1.

\,'lr,Irr lln)ni lr.rrrroi. \l.f it \ro,kl (,r \,^('rrlrr
ll. Ililrlr\r,)r( iL 1;irrL ,rlrrrrt rlr, lri.k,r\ ,,1 rlk \,,r1(1..r
trlrl rlr,rr lr ul ln! i! ,Lll( rrrl)li (l rr ,rr,rrr\ (,rl', ' rrrrl,,)r\

]|t ,)l \\ l), )I j r, Ir t() jlr( ( )l(l l( .r, I( rrl .t. rlrr ir lir't re l

r.r,rrr, lhrr' rl,{ l,\\\ (r}r( rrrrrq ll(1,,,r\'.,,,(l l\r.x'l
irr\r \\, r(,ri\.i\\r-l \('!r rrlrrorrrirr|rrt l,l,r({ ill\,,rIl lrin,,1
lnL \,)lr.Lf(. r\ 1$ I'l),1,",,1,\ ,,/ lr\r,,1 r,irrri/(. rl,( i,

lrrr.:ilin!(r(,t 1 or !lr{ 1r\r \\(\!(Illnrli/,tri,nr ir.r(r(l
rl, rlr( ( lr,rl(lt.rri'. IIL rl,rs rrrr rrti,,r Llrr lLir'. 1;rrt ,rrrh rl
r,1,rrrrt rlrrrrr ,r. l,r!((,nrrrr. ,, r i r r t 

r u . r I i , , t t . rrltrx tl
r,,rr1',,rrlrl rrr,r rr^.rlrlt lr ,r. rr rr r , L. r .r,Lr l,.vt rL 1,

r,.,r,t,,1 lr, rrr ,, lr.
l',1 ,1, tL ,r Ui,,( r 'r,,,r r. l, . L 1,. ,rr,rI ir r: Ll,,' t tr,l

l( 'i,rri( ,r lr r tr 11. r'rlt tl, lr,,r, rr L r\ l, \' \( r( krl!( (l

ir (a,,1 IIiIrr il llr Ilr. tri.rLlr ,,r r , ittl \,ttr lt r t'rr. rt,

:lirr1.)r) r r,rr,!,,r1'1, riLr)l(r ,,1r,| \(,rL ,,, ',,1'r rl,.tL

,, iiir0 \(.|\ lr orr. rjrr r,,,rl rr Irltr ,,1 lLr' lrt,l
rr,, r,(ri ,,,,'r( lr,,1, rl, n,r,,1 l. rr.,l".r "i
\l,i r llir,rlrr0rrr,s \lr .rlr,tj t !

\l ( r,rrr r r,,l r. l,,riIi,,:Ll,r,,l ,,l,LrliLr \i,r rrrl

\ ,,.,,, I..r,r.r,,li,r{,'r,,,,, . .,iii,,,,,i ,r ,li,.r',
.,..,.I,i!iir 1,,,,, r. L,,rl ,,, r,l , . ," I'
,,,1 ,,ir :,i., \i,rLL i',,lirl

\ 1..r, , rr ,,l (r ,, , |r,i l, ' r,i

\l,",. 1,,rl rh..rl\ irl.riLr(,l l! 1,!(,trrlLrl.rl,,rq l,, h,(l,r \1i,,1

1r,1,[,,Lrtoln.rrr Il!,\,r!](rl,,r\l,lrir,!,h,,!!lil1ltr(
r{rn({lrli l,('\LLlr.il,t {, lrrh,,1,.tr,r1,\.rhr.rlll ^1,,!.,,ir.(l,Lul L,'li.lrlrl, !\rlr {\(nl,,!l llrrlnr.rrLr. lh,
,,1i, ,i, iirrr ri(r tr.r ,,\r,n,. l,)rlrrlrL r !r,iL rlrlrL

I rl . r, l l, trii ,r li !l\.1 rr.,1( rlL.L rli : , I'i. l[ r ,,1 ,lr
L t\,) ,. ,. |.rlr, , rr . ;r t ,1, ,l

llr, r,r,Lr ,r1i,(!1, \lr\(i,l L(lr;'r -r, rL l{!rr' liril,,l
l,r\t)r1,,1 .,1,^,,ti'rrl, r6L trl,,lLrr,Itr,(Ls.Li,L(ri(,
ll ,t.L-rir.,!!',l,|t L, (L Lllt,. L\ ,ri \,, r,ilr(a

.L ,ii,Llr r , {LLr l(*,1 ,,,r. L,'l'1,,tr (,,,1tr,|I(,1,r .,r,1

L! '1,LL,r.L , r . r,i ,,,r1 L.l,L, ,,,r,,1 t,,r(
r,,., !| \ l:rLL'i , r,,,lr ,t,, r .,,,rr.,!,l,r.s
l,,,1r,, ,: I \,,. I ,r,',1 ,r

\ , ,l ,

1',,.,,,. 1l ,
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sonotD asPEcTs

\\'hilc it is ouc lhal tlx Ol(l
lcstament r.{lccts rnarr't sordicl
aspccts ol ll)e Uv(:s o[ils chamctcr\,
wLich is srrprisirg iD a wo}k
alleg.clh inl(jnded to glorily thcsc
''foundir)g lalhcx ol thc laith'
(such as the ilcidcnt iu uhich Kirg
Dalid cneirx'( r\ thc dealh ol I'r'ial)
so thal he (a| gairl a((cst t()

Uirh s \iliJ, it is dcar that as lhc\rl
tal,s begar to bc rccor'clc(I. thc
Islaclitt's bcgan to prcitluce arr etlr
nic m)-(h explaiDing aDd illodllinla
their odgins, tlx ir' supedo.itr :rnd
jlstif,irg their spccial claim to thc
lanrl ol Caram/Palestirle , oI which they had, b one

cans or anolhcr'. takor possessioD, and io exall thcm-
selves abor'c all othcr pcoplcs aDd their gods abovc all
orhcr deities. l'ol cxample, Lile ihc Israelitc scribcs
acknoHledged the comnon descent of the "lslrntaelites. '

as thc_v callcd thc Arabs, liom lhcir great.ucestor
Abrahanr, (hcy rcl(:gated fhcm to arl inlerior reladon with
the story ofthc Egl?lian handmaid arld her son- Similar\'
wirh the Midianites, Edomitcs aud thc espccially hated
I,loabires arrd Annronitcs, lrho lvcrc placcd on ar)other
line.

Thele is litde reason to belir\e tlrat dlc "Dafid ol thc
Biblc is reall) one person. tle may be delircd flom nro or
th.cc diffetent Da\ids ofactuai history ol prehistor-v, rvho
bccamc conflatcd ir1 the evoluti(nl of the legcnds ftat
cventualb/ Save rise (o the Old Test.1m€nt. for e\amPlc,
considcr thc David $,ho supposedll slcw Goliath: Marry
acadcmicians havc no({i the similaritics betlveer the
fanrou\ ancierrr Eg_-r,ptian lblktale Th? Autobiaga?b ol
.Si77r / and (he biblical acrount ol David al1d Goliath.
Thclc is oo reason to supposc thafthis ]itde Ii$ ptian grrx
up to bc a king of hael.

Il{E tata0 0r caxafii
Noah, ofcoursc, corlveDieItll,, is maclc to ral; Cursed

bc Canaani a serrant of senarts hc shall be unto his
brcthren," rrakiDg it supposedl) lcgitinrate 1or the
lsraclires ro hch rhemsclves to thc land of Cara:rn, roE
bing and murdcrirrg the inhabi(anrs. TheI there is the
curse of IlarD, thc cul'sc ofCain, and so on. s() that in their
orlD storics, on\ the Israelile pcople are blessed.

Just a! $ith thc KoraD, rvhich is now being questiorled
in rcgard lo its hi$rorici$ by Revisiolilts s (h a! Ibrt
\{h[?q,rs Pau] FfcgosiI and others, a numbcr ofscltolars
ar'e o\r conringfol-th lo analyzc, in a cl-itical liglt. thc Ilie
torical aspc(:rs ol thc Old Testamenl. Most scholal]\ arc noi

claiming rhat ancient Ismcl did r)ot exist al all (jrN1 as the
Islanic Rerisionists do not dispule that somc such pcr\on
as the Korar's Mohammcd e\isted). But ralhcr' tirc qucs-

tion is rrhclher il \vas a great elnpir e, as the Old lcst:{ment
indi.arcs. and whcthel such biblical irdi duals as

Abnham or Moscs, {br cxarnplc. erer existc.l ir rcal litir.
Could thc so{allcd (ir))pire of Isr:rel a(tuall}' be a .lis-

guised lcrsio oI thc Egl..Ptian cnrl)ire. as Rfli\iolisl
Ahmed Osman Ieasonll Colld thc Ernpcro. Darid actu-

ally be an Egnrtiar pharaoh, l{ho brcanni conluscd $ilh
an Israelite cllieltairt llho also ras called Darid?

Ancienr Eg_aptian documen* do rol apprar to rcfer-
cncc \Ioses-unless he r\as actuallyAhnose I. fourrder'cil'
drc l8th dyrastl,, as Revisiorist R.alph Ellis bclieves (ititr
will notc llre similadq (, "Ahlnose'to "\'loses"). i\-or are
iherc anl indicalions that an Exodus cver rook plar:e,

unless it ir a dislorled iDleDrelalion ol thc crpnlsion of
thc Hyksos peoplc.:rr

Sincc the elcnt desc bes the departrue ofawolk folcc
of thousands and detaiis the rlevastation of Lglpt b1' a

scrics of plagucs, slch an omission by thc Eglptians ir
extr'aordinxrJ,, il such aD .'vcnt actuallv occurred.

Kcith $i. Whitelam,ir ()colge llenclenhall, Nicls Pct<'r

I-cmchc,rr Philip R. Da\ies,r'the "Copenh:Lgc school,"
aDd cvc,1 some dis{inguished Jcils such as Isracl
Finkclstein (prolessor and chainllall of the archcoloel
dcpa meDl at Tel ,\iv UniveFit)).!:rnd lcading Isrxcli
archcologist Ze ev Hflzog have come to rcrl sinlilar co,]-
clLrsions.

\Vhitclam s excellent book, 7h. l)tl? io1t ol An(it)tt
lvad: Tht Sikncing d Ptbni ia)1 Airlr_r (RoLrtlcdge,

l,ondon and Ner\,York, I99ti) has a l+pagc bibliog,aph\l
indicarivc ol the scriousless ol the scholarship that l,cnt
into his gr.nrndbreakiDg stlrd),, which ar(ucs IIrat lD.icnI
Isracl" ras an ilvcntion of the courl histo.iarls. in rhe
imagc ol a Europcan slllr. "Arrricnt Isracl'its il is genrrr

H.L. Mencken's Treatise on the Gods
This is Mencken at his most lerocious.Those who are unfamlliar wilh l\,lencken s work will

do well 10 slarl here as Treatise on lhe Gods is generally regarded as his frnesl booki a

combination ol lhe scholary Mencken and the acerbic iconoclast for which he was besl

known. lt rs an objective and dispassionate examinalion ot religion, one which neither

argues lor or againsl il bul sludies it. The book is divided inlo five seclions. ln lh€ lirst

Mencken delves lnlo lhe earlesl pre-h slory when human consciousness firsl became dls.
linguishable lrom lhat of ihe animals.ln this ierrlyng world oi bewlldeing lh ngs, hufirans

devised religion as a means lo explain and cope.ln olher parls oflhe book, Ivlencken dis-

cussesthe worlds major religions includrng a section on ihe Old and NewTeslaments and
an analysis ol where rc glon slands in lhe modern era. Sollcover, #229, 319 pages, $18
minus 10o/. lor TBR slbscribers. From TBB Book C ub, PO. Box 15877, Washrnglon, D.C

20003. Add $3 S&H in U.S.Call1-877-773-9077 to charge lo V sa or fi,4asiercard.
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alh un.lcrsrood, ne\'cr cxisied, and this fidion hirs Pre-
!culed a p11)per undcr\landirlg ofthc history ofPxlestine,
hc urgue\. lvhitclarn is a professor ofrcligious studies and

Lci1d ()fdepartmcnt ar lhc University ofSti il1g il) Brilain.
i\nong othc. things, the Rcvis;onist 'Biblc minirnal-

isrl' clairn to have determiried thalr The acts of lhc Patri-
archs (,\braham. Isaac andJacob) are legenclarli and the

Israelites did r)or sojourn in EelDt rlor make an "cxodus,"

tror did they conquer the Iand o[ Palestirrc or (]aMan

(westcm Palcslire).
lloses, as such, probably did not txist historicallv but is

a legendary indM.lual clerivcd from a blend of vaious
polvtheistic sources and real pcrsonagcs such as Sargon of
.\kkarl and Pharroh Akhe aten of Esl?t, in mtlch the
sanrc rray that the legendary British "Robin llood" arose

is a (ompositc of \,adous imaginan gods lrnd of \arious
people rrho rtallv liled at onc time or anothcl h the dim
past. It is ycry interesting folkbre, anrl does havc some

basis in truth, but does not quali$ as

a(crrrate history bv any mears.
Neirher ii there any mention, out-

\idc ol the Biblc, of the glorious
curyire of Dalicl and Solomor, othcr
lhur. rt mosL irs a small tribal kittg-
dom or chicfdorn. It is re^sonable to
su.mise, Iiorn the xvailable e\iderce,
thirl King Sad, Ki g Dx\id and Kirg
Solornon rere, if alvthing, (he kings
of a vcry minor nation and not some
great emPifc. Jcnrsalem, it sccms. was

nothing llorc than r "col! tol$n. ll)c

"Moses probabll did not

attentio[ to lhis misconccPlion." ,\bcn Ezra" lpPcars to
he a sho.r form of thc labbi\ namei lLL. Mencken rcliirs
to the 17lh-ccntury Spanish rabbi as Abmham ben ,.eir
ibn Ezra. and statcs: "Hc unearthed many absurditiiis, but
he had to be vcry carcful abolt discussing them. and i l"",rs

lrot until 500 years latcr l]rat anythirg properly dcscritr
.tLlc a' srierrrili. , r rtr, i'm ol Ilre Old l(\r.,m.nl ( rrnc inro
being." Ibn Ezra is, among mcdie\al.leNish scltolars and
intcrpretcrs of tlre Tofirh, second only to Rashi in the
scope ofhis influercc and the respect he is accorded. FIis

mort celehrated ivork, analyzirg the Pentateuch. is gcner_

atly kno\vn as his A)mme lory la thp la,al\ $".ts originally
ritled'th( Book aJ th? Lbriglil lvhich also happens to bc the
rnme ofawork that is cited in the Bible itself (e.g.,Joshu
10:13). 'Ihe latter part of tk rabbi\ lile ms spelt wan-

dcring in povefty through ltal),, Provence. Fr:rnce,
linglard, Egypt and Palestinc.It appcars lhat hc n1al havc

rvorurd up living i11 Nlorocco. ItNas during his wandeings
that he compo$ed nrost o1 his rnany
infl uential litcrary rvorks.

llsEs ltlRlTES ABoUI llls 0l{ll oEITH?

r\mo g othcr problems noted by
ibn lixa rvas the fact that Nloses sup
posedly rurote in dctail aboul his oun
dcath.rT The recogritio of lhe non-
llosaic authoNhip began lo l)avc seri-

ous and scvcre lepercussiors in thc
1650s. in the rvritings of fhomas
lloblres, Isaac I-ir Peyrare, Samucl
l'isher and thcn SpiDoz.r. Thev all

arist histoicallj, but is a

I e ge nd aty i n diu idltol deited

fntrn a bkn.d of taious
pobtheisti. sumres and real

Akkatl U Akh.cnaten. "
personages like Sargon of

.ipiial ofa irnxll stalelel in fie highlaDds to thc rolth ol
thcvil)age. trlerrckcn lclers lo these pcople lrs "a litde tdbc
ofdere{ Bcdo ins. so obscrrre alld utimportant rhat sec

ulxr historJ s(arcelv kDo$,s thcm. (287)

Spilroza dcelt Nith:

... rriscon.lp )nsregmdnrg tlre lureau Dnlipofthe
sr.rcd books, b(ginniDg riifi tlrc Pc utcu(h. l'he au$or
is r}nost rurncrsallv belic\cd k) bc Mose', ir \ict! s) ol)r[
r)nr(lt'.krlcD{lc(l b) rhr Ph;rrinars thrt rhei hxrc regldc(l
xr! orl).r Ii.\ rs r hcrl's\ri:

'I he poirt is inlpor(anl lrcausr: \tosaic authorship tas
,{ uilldcd a\ IIxr sluradtcc of lhe lrrtb of the tcxl. ,\c.ord-
irg k) tllc \1t\lnriril( r Cr)nlissiorL ol I(ifill (r strLttrrltrrt r11

rhc lriidirs- English Protcnarts), (l(xl !l1ur intccd lhe (rans'

rnis\ion of His mc(sar.€ to trIoscs irnd preselvLd lhc Ios,tic
rc\t pcrte(lly irr all uansmisridls liorn thcll on.:ri

Spirlora Dl()rii()rs tlrat,\bcn liz|a, l mcdieral Spanish

nbbi (.a. 1090-1165). rvho $rote alt importirlt conrrtel
rar'l on lhc lliblc, "a mar) of cnliBhtene.l nrirrd and coD-

sidclllrc Icanlirg . . . \rs lhe llrst as 1)r iN I klro\ to .xll

viern to havc gouen their vicrv dircctly oI iDdircctll liom
ibn Ezra. DLuing thc PutitaD Revoluticin, a r,ari.tv 01-clil-
ic\ knorm Io llistory hy ruch color-lul rames xs Ranle$,
Lclclels and Seekers. rc.jectcd the Rihle lbr all sorts of rca-

sons. iDcludirlg the obliotls problcms thal lcarned Okl
TesIarnent cr'itics had dNelt Lrporl, including the claim tllat
\loses could not havc r\'ritten about his own dcrth.

\\'e can safcly corrclutlc lhat drc Okl 'lt'strrnerlt narre_

tiYcs of thc past arc .lcarly llo1 his(o-I nor $'tre lhe,v \!i1
lerl luvtirnc neirr thc cras ol\\'hich tltc)'sPcirk. but rxlher
rhcy rctlcct rhe political purposes of lheit nlllch latcr

aurhors. So drcrclbrc, it is ro\! fitrt ol (llc sdrolarl\'(on
scl)sns that the pxtiarchal nirrad\'(,i of Gcrlesis do nol
Iecor(l r\crls o{ rn allegtrl patrialchirl periort hrtt rur
rcl,rjccti(nr irto r pa\t almlt uhitlt tltc \!.it(.s knc\\'lir_
dc. rcllccling rhe antltori iulcn,iors al lhc hlel pcr il)d oi'
cornpositiol. h is naire, thcn, to slarishlv a((cp( the \iclr
thar God made lltr prcnise of progcDl irxl hnd to

,\blaharn altcr rhc lashioD ir)dicatcd iD Gdrrsi\ li).!s
In rhe lil.st Ple(c, 1ls Nith dle rnod0rl [srlrli nlrocitits

rgairrsr tlre PalcstiDiaD peoplc, this rvo[1tl be horliliiDg-ly
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Esther's Purim Massacre
The high holyTalmudic holiday of Purim" ls a lirne ol

JdLghler oul o',elerge PJr r . lhe ^]osl oyoLs day rr

lhe Jewsh calendar. s lhe trad lional cel€bration ol lh€

alleged s aughlerof tens oi thousands ol Persiars in lhe

days ofOueen Eslher The hisloncty ollhe Eslherslory

has been questioned. since no Persian queen of lhal

nane is known from any source oth€r lhan lhe Bible,

and the names 01 lhe prolaqonrsls, Eslh€r and

lvlordecai. are susprcrousy similar lo lhe names of lwo

lop Babylonan deihes, shlar and l,larduk According lo

lhe lale the king oi Persa. Ahasuerus, is convrnced by

hrs chel advrser. Haman. lo exierm naie lhe prolo-

'Jews in a proto-hoLocaust Mordecai, Eslheis unce,

advises lhe secrclly Jewish queen, Eslher, lo rnliuence

her husband lo prevent lhe genocde She succeeds,

and instead lhe kng orders a holocausl ol his own peo-

ple During a lwo-day reign oJ lerror, the Jews are per-

mtled lo run wild murderlng more lhan 75,000 non-

Jews in lhe Persan realm.ln realily t s ikeyth€rewas
no plot against lhe Jews, bul lhe alegation was used as a prelexl lo alow the Jews lo murder those whorn they perce ved to be lheirenemies-
men. women and ch:ldren. Judaized Chrislians loday are looled inio thinking the Pu m celebralron s perlecl y harmless. Today lhe Jews cele.

brale a perpellral Purlm by massacring lhe nalives ol Paiesline

irrmolal (tn leading the narlative flom the r'ielpoint of
lhc innocenl parties about to be extcnninated, that is,

\rith the cles o, rhe Canaanites). In the second place, it is
conua-histo,ical.

Scholali no$, agrcc. \'ir(ually unanirnousll that ancient
Inacl did not (on)c to cxist bl $ay of the tribal conquest
narralcd iu.Joshuit l-12. OrtLlidc of (he Biblc, r,e hale no
cvidcncc ofan) Hebrc$,conq en. Thc ar.heologi.al evi-
dcnce poi,rts iu an altogcthcl diJlcrent direcli(nr. It sug-

gcsts a scquence of pcliods marked b,v a gradrlal and
pcaccful coalcscencc ofdispa)a(c pcoples inlo a group ol
highlaud d\l,elle,-! $,hose achievemeDl of a nerv selse ol'
unit) culminated only wi(h lhc culry ol'the AssyriaD

adrnilistralion. Thc I)or) Age sctllemcnLs oD thc.entral
hills of Palcninc. from $,hich lhc larci kirgdom ol lsrael
dcrclopcd, rcflccl con(inuity with Canaanile cultue and
replldiatc any cthnic distinc(jon bc$rcn Canaanites and
Islaclitcs. Isracl s immcdiatc origins, lhen, were within
CaDaim, not somcwherc outridc it.:'r

Archcological silell(c is a problcrn thc biblical incrran-
tists do not like to talk about. \(ihilc. accoi-diDg to thc
Biblc, tbc \arious Israclitc tribcs wcrc united Ibr a rime
irt() onc po\!(rhll nation druing the rci$ns ofKiDg Dalid
and hi\ son Solonroir, (hc archcolosical recold is sileDt
about thcle kings c\(cpt tor l\vo disputed inscriptbns
somc thiuk miry bc re{irenccs (o "the house ol Darid."
l'l)is is odd. considcrins thil rcfcren.cs to other kings o1'

nluch lcss biblical impor1aDce. such as omri, Alrab.Jchu
and Zedckiah havc bccn clca,ly found in cxtrabiblical
records. \flrile this silcncc obliously cannot prolc David
and Solomol did uot exist. I cc.taiDly givcs m(ional his-
tolial1s pause to wonder. Assuming that thcv did cxist. lhc!
rrl.e ccrtainlyoflar less globalimponancc in rcal lifc d)an
rhc Old ltstamcnr mak.s thcm otlt to ha1'c bccn.

GHnFT|AI Zto]tsTs IELP

These conclusio[s havc bcen aircd among scho]ars for

1,cars, but political Zionists (espcciall) (hc Jcrr) l'alhL( ll
ilpes) are stubbom people, and until rc(eDtl)! noho.\'
rcalted ro hear about it. Israclis and orher politi.rl
Ziollists (a respectable seg reDt of thc Ch.istiitn popula'
tion) like to belioe moderD Israclis arc tlrc dcscendaDtr
of thosc $ondcrful Israclitcs of ancicnt tirDcs. and cer-
tainly thcy usc the Old Testamcnt myths to jusliri thc

.ferish occupatiorr oI Palestine-although ironicalll nrosr

.fel-s toda,v including the ruling Alhkcnari class iD Isrltcl.
arc not descended flom any l{icldle Eartc.n pcoplc but
liom rhe peoples oI fic Khazar cmpirr ot what (oda) is

$utherr Ru!(ia.ro Lren llrr Scplra.dic minodry ot.Jc\\r
today are such a mixed race that it appcars (hcy (an ()n\
claim a quite tenuous conncction 1() the ancicDt hraclilc,i.

Thompx)n has !pcl)l his acadcmic carrer stceped in
rlri. l,il,lr,'.'l''o|lrro\('r\1. r,rrr,ltittg th, int,'rnrirrirrg
archeological Liilolies oflsrael and Palt stinc IIc has tol

'rUl.] BAR\_llS Rri\:lE\\ l:l



"There i.s good history in the

Old 'lirtommt, as long as

onc is able to con.ttnPlate the

pos.;ibilitl thal one is really

t.* t, I i ng, rboul Egltt ian.s

cludrd lhrt the OId Teslament is not a histori(al doct-
nrcn( brt shoukl be regarded ar a nolk of liclion, more
likc a hislo)ical novel ftarl a hisLory lextbook ThomPson
rcil]rerds. lxxrcver thatundcfitandingtheOldTcsiamenl
as Ii(1ire litcrall.e docs not have to undermiltc its sPiritu-
al tluth and integrity for Chrislians. and this is imporlant.

Thonpson helicles: "Hot{ dre [Old Tcstarncnt] is

relar(d to hislory has becrr badly misundcrstood. ,\ $'e

have beelr rcading the IOld Teslament] within a context
lhat is cerhinly \r'roDg, afid as we hal,e misuDdcrstood the

lold llstan]rntl because oI this. $€ need to scck a con-

texr morc appropriate.,\ a rcsult, r,;e rvill begin to lead
the JOld Tcstamentl in a ncn wa)'."

Thompson is currcntlv a profeslor ()1 thc Olct Tcsh-
ment at thc llnivcniitl of Copenhagen. ThomPson\ 7,.
,\\tht( Pa\t: BiUinl t\lha?olog attd thc MJth oJ Inxel .\ims \o
scparate thc Old Testanleur frorn histoll in order to
und€rstxld il on ils o$n terms, in the context its authors
iutended. \\hilc pa[r of ,I)rl,ir Parl

rahre rcsearch and anahsis oler rcad_

irbilitl! it is errrngcd to help aspiring
scholars ncgotia(c lhe iast ancl com-

pl'x hi*or1 of biblical understandilrg.
hshould bc ro(ed that Thompson

iu(hored a nragistcial tome in 1992.

El/t Hi\tut) 0J Ih knt )tt Pt'lle
(EHIP), of a82 pages. with an exter-
sive bihlioglaphy of approxima(ely
000 hooks, which ctch,cs in depth inlo
rhe quedior)s inrolred lith tltc his-

oi{itt or rrc,n-hisroriciq ()1 d1r Biblc.

is 1().listort it. In Tlronpsol's words, lhc nisapProplirt-
rioD ol ancicnt (c\ts lbr pr.p.rscs conlrarv 1o lhe rradi
tion's irrcntions, \\,hi(h two gcncm(ions oftheologi(al use

ol the Old fcstirment have noiv cncouraqed. is one of
those commorr abuses ofiutellcct lhal contribltes 1o dre

pollution of thc ocean ofour langoage.'
Unlike lonre otheN who critically aDalyzc the Olcl les

tament. Thinnpson does not becomc c.vni.ai, lc.wing the
readcr $ith ir .lesire to 'lraiih" thc 1\hole Bible-after all,
one mighl be temptcd to irsk, if (he Bible, constantlY

refcrrcd to by liudamenl:rlisls ar rhc "Word ()1 Co.t,"rr
isnt litcrally rruc. then rvhat good is il? On the contrary
Thompson finds enormous spiritual and philosophical
\,ahe in thcre stories, remindirg us that the biblical stor-v-

lellers rvere passing on to us the wisdom oflhe ages, jnst.rs
we do not dcmand lhat the storie! tolcl in the rolks of
Shakespearc, cven the sr)"rialled hi,itorical plays. bc literal-
ly true.

Ther-e is even good historical con-
(ent in the Old Tcstanlcnl. as lonll as

one is \villhg to contcrnpla(r thc pos-
sibility rhat one is rerlly rcading abont
F.$?iians or Ilyksos or SumeriaDs
who have been r'ecast as "lsraclites."
C)f course, it be.omes a tricky and
ir)tricale lask to sort olrt the trllth
from thc fictioD nn.l the distortions.
\4t must bear in miDd that $,hen the
Bihle was $rittcl do$,n. (he modern
concept of histor-y wrilirlg (lid not

ot H)hsos

t{QSt AS

.i4/I// 1'arl is largcly i pop larizaliorl of thc comperldious
and dctaile(1. high\' prolission.il but difficulr-to-read la,1)
Lhnoj\ rl tht Inklitt,P0ll( .

Mun) rch(ra$ aheaq \ic$ thc C)kl lesrarncnt irs lild'
atlu e end not as lhcnral reportirlg, bnt lheil idcas ha\c nol
treen easill acccssible to thc geneIitl public, nol is stch
ihil)kine r,;el.(nre to lhe averas_e (lh stian. Elcn rclieiorts
skcprics g{ncralh rend to think i1 is ir) l)arl tasfu to air
llresr sensiti\'c nralter\. -\utl vtrl lerv ordirraly'' itrlks lill grr

skrgging througlr 1I l)ook ol jollnnl ,rn lcit{l()li( biblicr
rr lurhrrhip oI alchcr;hrgv wrillcn in nu gi(1 l)rose (ak!lal-
erl to pLrr most rtad, r's to slrcp.

lhourpvnr's shili ir thc rfl! \fc \ee lhc Ililrl< is thc
. luriratio[ ,)l ('(1llrr es r)i bibli(al .dti(isrn bur ir i\ \rill
raclical. \\'cstcrn Chrisliirni[ has tl$iws rrarrttcd il $cirt
rpiL hisro[ ol \!lh.rti(D blscd oD lhc I]iblcr cl'c.rii(nr, lhc
lall, rhe lld)d. thc pru iurchs. \krsej, the c\odur an(l lh(
Ilv, tlx'(onqrest, lhe jrrrlgc\. tltc kiuris lurd l)ro1lhcls, and
rhr prorniscrl \lrsrinh. \4te.rfc rlor{ irNilcd l,) s1'e thc
ql,,l, .rorr.r,lr.rl 1,r'j,"',,l.rrll'nytlr,.'1.'lo read llc Ol(l Te{tlrmcnt iis histlnr sa)_s [hoD1psor1.

or Sumeli1,ns

'Israelites."'

Be that as it may, ccnainly thr: time is IoIg ovtrclttc fbr
recogniziDg (hat the Biblc is not a collectiol of religious
texts. but lathcr a hodgcpodge ol illlcielrt do(umenis

0nuch l'e$or'kcd). some ol rvhich havc no rclisious con-

tera at all. $hilc ir Iiw rnay ever inclinc to .cligiotls skep-

licism (Ecclesiastes corncs to mirrrl-sce "Ihe Sfirc of
liohclctli by Robeft Cordis, ir Ilarold Bloom s 'l hr Biblt).

\\'ittcn bv r rn(1(nls dillerent audror(. mar)v ol thenr
Ilnknown, thi] llible's conlenls !rr(r a mixture irlgoorl. bacl

.rnd mcdio(rc. rot inlrcqrt(ntlv (or)tladidorrr ,\ hiijhly

'.1,,,i\, r': Lrq,,l it i.r,rlrrrr*lrl ,,rrL 6,,,r.l,,rt,o'iri\,
rnoral r)r(ssrge liorn this Drarcri. -much oi l1hith is

doh,rr igh t irnmoml. (\'()u rrou t hcar ahoLrt th(x p.t\sairs
0i)rrl voru l(xiil prslor:)

Vt the Ol(l 'fcstrmorlt is ccrtainlv (nr( ol the rlost
irrlluential b<rcks erc| iD the tr\r.snrn \\b.ld. 11 is to mrurv

a vital part ol orrr heritagc. at)d as stch il nccrls 1() be prop-
r'r'l\' urxlerstood Ibr thrt it is-arld \!het il is uot. ilr,/'r
P./r/ rchi('\'es this goal :rnd lchicves it irt u lcadily cornprc-
hclsible lashio[ makirg tlx] hinirnelisa' viei\, xlailal)l( lo
1lr| a\crlgc rcrdcr fbr thc lirsl tirnr:.

ll \r \\ ll \ i -ll ;



MAII'S IIIIIUMAIIIIY TO MAII

TLclc Llrt ccrt;rirrl\ b(eu i:uoLrgh sacl. shotlittg antl
sick(:nins crcrl\ in 111. r ral lristor\ of rrrn s inhurnxr;l) lrr

nran. \\-irh thc cx(cptiou ol a llcl'harrllcss bools 
'tr<:h 

rrs

Itnth, I'r'(xcrb\ and tLc Sorrg 01 Sokrnor. llx'Ol(L
listlrDc t is orrr' ol thc nrost hkxrd-soaltd t<-rrncs ouc

< orrkl lrt r hopl to lirri. Thu\ nriur) R(\'i:ionirl' I11'l thirr

r1,( ih(nrld p.rhnPs ft'tt rclnrcd. ar(l c\'cn rci,)i(c, (hil(

v,rne ol tlrr lxrrjfi(, Sri\h'rlauqltc|r r1,srlilnrl tlrcrci
(srulr as tlu'a|nr.rl |orqursl ()1 (irrrirr b\ lh( lsr;r( lir(\)
rne) llc\rr hil\c hafp.ncrl ar all. t nlornutatr]h, jt is a sali
1)('r lhlt li(nris1s. nxlu(lirg (lhr inirn Tiorri\rs, \rill rn)l r\1 1

(otn( ll)c nr\\ rLrr ll)r ar.i( ll1 Lrlrrit.\ {li(l nol \lilughlcr
thr ritlivc (laniritnil(,s lo.tlr)rhing like fic (\l.nl thr Ol(l
Trstnmt nt leads ouc to bclio,t.

Thornl)sorl's book rral uot (o\cr llIIL(L lhll ha\ n()t

bccl coyercd b),orh.r schohrs in llx pasl, but it i' iL corr-
rro'r'r,i,rl r,,l rnr, rr,r, rrlIl,. \r,\ .,r, I nr r,' ,l r, niull
,h, r Li.,l,:lir),,1,1,, lnL,lx..l t,i.ro,i,.,l di-, ril,ri,,r. i' tn r

cci!cd (aD(l Iightlr so) as trndirg to undcrnir( rh(l

ill,r,,l l,i.ru,i, ,i1l,r .'r ,1,,'l,r","1r,, 1,"rr,t t,, 'oL,
ambiguou\ pas\rgcs in rhc ol.l T( ltament 1l) U.(nL tl)^l
thq arr God's choscD Pcopl(i ) to thc land\ 01 Ir:rl( ltinc
ancl as shauelirg thc urlth of thc bflrdit rrati()r thal is nrl)
poscdlr r'(Ilrl\iDg the erlcicnt kingdonr ol Israd. t\11in'
(unarcl)t lhe tnrlh is never so rnonctalill Prolil:rblc as a

clercr pick ol lics. su{i as the r!c}r th(.Jc\rish Zi()nisl\ xn.l
rhrir r[rPc5 lhc (:hrisli:u1 Zi(nrist\ ha\.e sprr)t.

\1.,,r' r I l,r;.r;,r sill ,,'r,irr,' ,., .1,' J\., rur. r\r ru

Isnel arrl girc moi.)'ro rhc Isrucli golerrrncrll. ron'
rinced that \loscs aDd D,tvi(l exin(d and that tlrc Oki
,,.,rn" rrr r. l.', r.,llr rr,r, -r, c.,r,ll, .',,r,lr' r,1,'r', r,'

lhorrras Panre. lbr onc, dicd liit'ttcllcss and lrrolc
bcr:ausc hc loLrlrt nol ntincc rord\ lith rcgarcl to tht
rrulh:rs hL, \r\{ ir. bul sf)lc arr.l r!'Iore lbrlhrighlh. ID
.{s rr.( hc rlas ir nr t}r'f(n lrLrh. \bltaiic rvas pcl1cculcd
arxl lbr(cd to nro\! fiorn olr. rulirnr l.) anothcr lo aloi(l
''ihc nnnsr.:r" l"Ln:r': littlan,, or "rr sh thc bcast of
pcrsecurion. hc $.rs lorrrl of sa)'i11i{ k) his Ibll.,$,c$).
Thonus L. I hompnnr. r\ noled abole. has also sullirrd
in ver'1,r'ec,:nt tirnrs lol hir horlc\l. \(holarl,r \iovs. But still
Ro'isiorists liel rnolalll irnpcllecl to ahi'a1s pulsuc thc
lnrlh-no m2rnr ir ilhil .(isr.

Thc m)1hic lcgcrulr cif \'Iorcs, Jo\hrn. Nng Dali(I.
S.,lomon et arc largrly Ielc. 'Il)c rn)lhs (, thc Old
'f{ slanx nt rre Do rl()( lnlid ll)an ll]1' ln(ienr (lreek an(l
R.,man bdicl iIl a parlhcolr ol idior,vn.raric and pI(ho
loiji.alh un(:rblo god\. Bur is lodr)rs I\r:lel .lcrircs hcr
\crl legilirniro Lr statrhuod (encl l;r thc coltirucd
gcrrrrirlc ir l'alc\lir)( ) ,ioDr lln's( itrxicnt ltin lirl(s. il
rrould scenr the hist..lr i(al lrrrh in lhi\ .irs. uu(icnlir)c\
the \'er1 lour{lati(D ol Ih. nr.xi( Dr stalr ol lslllcl. 'i

Al lop, a map ol lhe lands ol Canaan

around 1200 B.C Th€ Ph sl nes occu

py the Ga2a area wh € ihe

Phoen caas occLrpy an area equ va-

entto Lebanon. Bolh of lh€se cullures

elt obv ous archeoLog calrema ns and

were menrioned by olher cultur€s

However, lhe ony extrabiblica rel€r

ence existing lhal menlons ancienl

lsrael al al rs lhe Llerneplah Siele

( ghl) dalng lrom aboul 1207 B.C

According lo lhrs vclory ode comms

sioned by Pharaoh lvlerneptah lsrael is aid to waste. and his

seed s nol: Some schoars led by Albrechi At be eve lhe

lsraeliles were merey Canaante paslora sl nornads who inaly
sellled down n lhe cenlra h ll couniry easi ol lhe Jordan Bver

durlng lron Age 1 George l\Iendenhal p,oposes lhat lhe ancrenl

lsraejiles are no more than Canaanlles who l€ll th€ir origina

lowns in ihe Lale Bronze Aqe, and became dissdenlsor oulaws

rejeclrng lhe rlormer nalona ty ior a new idenlrty

Jor'?r'rr^ri'rh, .\n{rir.(1r,, I(tr Irrr lJ\R\r(Rr\Lrtr \ll
lrllnrn lrAr llS irhn,|)q1fi,rrr rlrr t rn.r\ll\,n \lnlriqlr lllrlilr)
,ur(lh.s |.(ii \iilniq t)r.l(..i,firlh l,r ilnrr i{) \r rr.
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