
2J "J-.i.rric' Oi. ii;ri1 ).i,: Tlalikr for.J.'o'urs cl I,je,,r'lj e" 17!r & tqe 3::C l.Iu.;eum bfoctrurc: Mem-
oriclj :r::c m:lde oi that. Iios: tolrn,s, includir,g Yikifia, irrvc their lc.omolive roundhouses rrith
llLe rurnlables to cor,vcy c.!ch ioccmotive to ils sta1l Ior re|air & m,ri.ntenance. Ior i:orne rea-
so!, foconotivc repair uhotrs ior (liesel-clectric locomctive. :rre no lonf.or roufC. :he 1u6t
timc I look-.d, th.iy',/ere repaired on straiJht Lrrcl.; in she.ls L.ijttr EL/itches inste.(t ot turn-
tablcs. Thjs .lrriinAeme.t r,Ioul-d rUol./ for rclair & ftlintenarc€ of a rjtr:ing o"t loccnotives, in-
si.ead ol sinqle loccnotives, I tJould thiek. Since diesef-electrics :rre usually used in strinrs
o-l iore th.rn one loconotive unit, lh.rt lrould make sense. ;ven lrhe lont stean Loconotives, fike
the illg doys, ni3ht have .eeir too lcrg for a roundhouse stall. ;nlr,\,ayr foundhouses ,rrere di:-
ilnctive v thel' ,yqr. ir Seneral use rrhen I rras a kid in the 194Os. IIy lather Uould trke me ic
see the focomotive$ beln€i re*rlred in lhe iiakersficfd, C,r, roundhouse, in thoso days, no socur-
ity irisscs r,/ere neces6ar:r'1 !,{y }ide in the cab oI a Jaata Ie ste.rm locomotive was rlnforAeitable,
even lhoush 1,,,as just I y3.rrs o1d. llver since then, i've had sor.e cc,nnectior r.rith railroaes.
eithe, a:r employee or !.s plssenaer, llLen I rras young-ar tiran I am tod:ry, I.J. trains h3d a min-
imum cr'(;u of 5: angjneer, fixenan, Lrakeman, s\,Itch&an u conductor.. rl train "./ould a}rays )l1ve
a caboose jcr thisr cl'er, even lf there uas only the loconotive a tender. Un:'oi1 rules. lio."r, i:\
long t?'ain llas a crai cf tr.ro: engineer & co.ducio., lv],lo reside in tlle focomotivo unit (s).
lhe cabocije ic g.ne, ii favor of a box on the xear conltling, which looks 1it(e a tail 1i!-ht of
somo i:ind. Ihe crew in l,he cilboose lrerc ncedecl to look L srli-fi for'hoLboxes r.]hi1e the train
,,as in notion, bui thai job is done by track$idc senso-rs, as f underetirnrl. i,c lrou Dr-ob;rbly
;rno.r, a hot journal oci( cn an axle can derail tire czLr- & evcn th-. tr^ain i.f it is undetected,
for the fricticn betlreen lhe bearj.ng t axle ui1l $e1C them togeth.:r & stop the rvireel, uhich
junr!:r u! & Cown on ihe rerils.,it hiAlr spced, such behavior can ldreck a train if tlrat vrheel
jumps tire ."racks. 1 have seen the xesults of hotbox der,rilnents, ar thcy are (iuitc nasty. I
j1eceLl seeing th-. re6u1t of sLich a ;lerailment j.n Ci!, rrhere ,r frelght trau deftiled in the
niddle! tcptled it freeway overpass & trlovred up the double-Lracked il.linline so it fooked like
a trackless ii-.1d, strelrn rri"h v/r'ecked fleigirtcars. The rarhoa.l h:rd to build a,,slloo-I1y'r,
or temporary track around ihe wreck so tralfic on the north-soutil m.:1inline could corltinue.
Th:trs;rLy Lrainwrecks are tc be rvoided, even in th. U.S. Cong:-ess.

Th:,nk:r, rlso, for the scary vror.i ticl,ure of the denizens of,igita1ie,. I lhink th. ariicle
by irxin Scililf, who is koiiher, uould.rlso describe them rs rlun i)roduc live" . I.tr1so think tirtlt
the lrltcrn oI mud men I b:Londe irophy l/Jolnen is disgu$linJ & uncall()d for. this is liliefy .luc
to .1flifm.:tive action. Iou clte tlie oldt s:rd thelne oI tlre cities' corrrltin8 cifects o4 yolih
irorn the nor-- rulllf areas, uhich norr ,r.pl.ies, on the double. slenA1.-r \"/ou-l.d shai:e his heud C
say' 'rI totd ),oi1 .io, but )'ou !/ouldnrt listenlr' ltrs !.leinar-sty1e dec:clence + race-riiixinr. f
l-tel tho lmfressio! ilt:]t. these kcyboard-leckers A .elipirone-uearers :ire more like C].ones th,tn
rJorke. bees. :iolr much u5eiess overhead can.r coli:rn$ing eccnomtr ca.ri,? luch denizens:rre on
'.he extreme enC cf ih. '!informltjon/servjce sector" ol oLrr lociety, If the lilhts tio out i.rr
a clisjs, they rill lliiely h:ve noihere tc pro 3l no {iay io get li.re. i lio-d:l.d leel extreriel:i
vLl]nor.1b]c 11 1 ..xi;;ied in ijucl an artilicjal world, fcr I lmo,,/ v/LLat can irLi.rpen, & fr.rbab:Ly
rvill h:,pien, soon.r or la.tcr. 0f cour.rer out-$ourci.ne cI c.n)ut.r job.j i.: quite commor, :tG
r./e1.1 :ls .iffirnative-Aclicri 'rir-sourcing'r ,ith ,che:l!, :.t1j cns il exrenslvc co,r-oreC quotas. Lftr
cbserv'iti on is that ro.,oci..tv ca, .;urvive oIf ih.'r.eJvice secior" b.rcause it does not cr^.:ie
rie:.Iih in tlt-. Iorm of loodt uir m,Lie.inls & manuf:ctured liocds. yan doe:; not tiva by computer
|' cclf:;1one, alcnei 'lr1o makes the thjnr.r ti:.i use? Tho iood tlrey c.it'l The shelter tncy:rivejn? Tire cfcthe; '.]Ley vre,rr? i-l:ese items do nol cone fr.i:a ,he service sector:, & i,rilitou, such
neel ionestic ,roduclic.! the se.vice occLor. crnn,,t :J.t.rr'n tl-is consuner eccnomy. r',s Sciriii
loini.r out, accoLntinJ, records-tieeping c dal:r-..ocessing nre not:iC.lj.bions to reiil.tlr. Ihe:r
jle exicnses, lrhich rrrer neverlhclcss, :rCded Lc c,rr ,.rois donestic producbion iiflures (irlon,"
with i:1ll:rl:ioi). , ec.r::. can scc trr.c:trt increase5 in sucir numirers, t stil] ltre jobless & sl:rrving.
,Jealth :ls not .cllsurliio]r, b11t t:1:rt \rhich j.G .iv.ril,lLl c to ccrLsune. iie.rfth is nrt a mutl,.r of
"jcb-crei1lion", iiniess lho.e jobii ti.oduce ,reall:h. The joLs you dencribe seem nore Ljke ,rerlth-
consumirs jcbs, rat'r.er tii'in vrei.tlfli-irroducinS ores. 3ri.h;n econom.r' is or a faJse lootani, tirat
,i11 mcrefy hasten,:( jncreaEe tire clinensions oI onr .)conomic cof]apse. iL Etrikes me:rrj a re-
e:acLment ol Star lrel.i or |ee! Si)ico 9, in rhich no realth r^,as lrcduced by the ;trc-lcru, nor
their travels i residence in 6pace. ..11 f could Lec ,.r.rs .:Lce-fiixing a: consuixpl;ion, \rith scrrip-
ted adrenbui]es a6 pastioes. .,iitiarentlii .r1l the rlctc].E' nr:cessities ,vL.ro lroduced nitl,out 1,ro!.k,
rerhsls Irili sorile ;ource of rcl:eap ener8J_r, incflrdin8 lhair slacecraft. -i'he cjty ;cene you de-
lcribed :enindeC ne ci th.se riierile 6ci.-nce fanLasics from H.rbre,,JooC. Thrr$e ar.e my firrt im-
iJres$ions. ;l-1 tiie beslr, JS al,r.rys. ])C:rZl t oiIoll: !,1.


