
qHslo-sgxot r Reh5rot r

The Anglo-Saxon homeland was Detreatk aIId northem Ger6any. In this region our Arlglo-Saxotr
ancestors spoke a language that was the ancestor ofraodem English, aad is related to modem Germaq
Dutch, Danish, Swedish and Norwegian- A1l thes€ languages belong to a liryuistic family called
"GerEanic". The ancestors of the people who speak these languages shared a coEeon culture. Their
culture ircluded shared religious or spiitual beliefs. Most of these beliefs were also shared by all the
other tribes atrd aatioDs descended &o!d European Cto-MagBotrs - including the ancient Crceks,
RoDlaDs, Pelsians, aEd Aryan Indians.

In the middle of the fifth century Eatry Aiglo-SaxoDs settled in Britain. They browht with thelrr their
customs, language and religiotr. Today we still refer to their gods and goddesses otr certail days aDd
festivals. Tuesilay is naraed after the god Tiw. We<lnesday after Woden. Thrusday affer Thmor. and
Friday afler the goddess Fiiga. At Easter we sdll celebrate the festival devoted to Ostata, a fertility
goddess whose slmbols were eggs and hares. Yule is the ancient Eidwintei festivat ofall the Germaaic
pcoples, including the Anglo-Saxons.

Anglo-Saxon spiritual beliefs didn'r just itrvolve their gods atrd goddesses. MaDy of their other beliefs
al€ the basis of some ofour fitrest civilised traditioDs. Toalay, $.hen we speak of.,Anglo-Saxon corlEon
/aw", we aIe usiDg a modem form ofthe wotd our ancestors coined, lag . When we say that something
is a humau "/E l', we are echoing the A::glo-Saxo[ tenr rilrt. The Rotralrs observed that the ancie
C€rmanic peoples felt there was a special holiness in their wordetr. The Aaglo-saxoas shared this
spirihral respect for women, to the extetrt that heatheu Eagland was probably the best ,ratioa for feEales
to live ia at that tiee. EveD toalay, woaeE come closest to haviry equal ights in nations foutrded by
Ger6anic (itrcludiag A.Eglo-Saxon) peoples. The Anglo-Saxons approached the natural viodd tbrough
an Ealth Mother goddess, and therefore had a sacred relationship with the lard. This aftitude also led
thee to embrace life, Iather lha[ tuniry their backs on the latural world as some other religioEs have
caused their followers to alo.

I! the sLth ceBiury, Ctristi.nity was imposed otr the Anglo-SaxoN by Eissionaries ftom EEope.
Despite cer udes of suppression, the pre-Christian spiituality of the Anglo-Saxons lives on. We see this
irr poetry and art, music, folklore, a delight in natule (\,r'hich led to both Eodem scieEce and ecolos/, as
\ Iell as a mystical love of the cormtryside), faith in justice, respect for woEen, and ma[y other areas of
modem, post-Cbristian life.

The religion of the Anglosaxons was revived dudng the dneteerfh century. Today it is known as
Odinism, and is practised widely across Australia. Some OdiDists are affiliated with .teaples,, or
goups, while otheE are sole Plactitiorcls. The quartetly rrewslefier Renewal aims to keep Austalian
aDd New Zeala{d Odinists in contact with each other, and inforEed about curent issues. ]tezerr4l also
publishes occasioaal books on Odinist topics-

You catr learn more about the religion and spirituality ofthe historical Anglo-Saxons, and of Eodem
Odhists, by sending a staaped, self addlessed (loDg) etrvelope to:

Renewal
PO Box 4333

University of Melboume
Yic 3052
r;Ii,gTRriLIA



26 "rer.ilie C6. ii:,il Jo.reph: i,iiny tllanks for your" lettcr of 2J Je,rlie C6. Con6ratulations
or Jour fortllcorninS rfl!-aduationlr Thanks for lhe stanl.jd envefope. l ci1.r always rl:re post-
aie. 1 alpreciate your qLrestion :'bout The I'lo1y Swastik:r, for lh:1t is \"/hat it is.

?he ivrastika iE i1lso krroirn .rs 'Ihe iun!,iheef' lrhich rc-ereser,ts the !'our Seasons. it ap-
pcars whoxever Ar;r:rns &/or l.ryan influencc has been, Ijuch.IS ilncj ent lndia' throushout
nurole & llo.th ;lnerica, lvhere The Swastik;r i6 used by r'ncrican lndians as .1 syflbo1 of lood
luck. In India, it rerescnts good luck a honor, The Indi.1n mexcrant shi.ps h:rve bifl Swasii-
krs on tlei, boxri. h.ljlrn literature is much older th.rn the jew-book' & The iv/astiki is
o:lCer tl.,n Inditrn titelature. An I ur,derstand fl:orn n.rnJ, sources r,/hicb I c.rnrt name al tiris
ti:re, m.rnlikc creatures lon8 fived as do olher aniixal$, by huntinq & flal,llering. Ior sofle
roasorr, sor,'re nen devclopeC ujric,Jl:.u-re, irnc r{,isj nI oi cropr & livestock. ;lc believe such
rien 1..'er c iryans (L:tites) lecausc tlre r'rord "araDle" relates to agri,culture. The are'lt ad-
v.rniagc of agricrlture is that nen no Ion[er h-rd to roan arsund in search o, aarre & edible
pl.rnts, for he cDuld grow his oun in tl.c same ll.rce. liot only tirat' but asjricullule 8.Lve
rire to food surpluse:i! yrhich Bave rjse to civilizations. If 1Ie look at the hlnter-6.it\er-
.rs ol lfric.i (Bushren) & tile sane ol ilorth Aflcrica, sucrl as the ]lainFj Indi.rnst lre se-a no
development oi civi1izal,ior,, sucli.Ls r{-o rja.vi of the .i disns who h:rd agricLilture, lilie ihe
Inca & ltztec Impires of the :Jestern Hemislhcre.

,is t}ey s:1y, "one thinfl lcads to anothcr.'r 'llhen iiSric'.i1iur:e beca":e irnortant, tile knoL,_
lcCC," of th.r se!.son:: bec.Lre erjually imlort.:mt. the s.'arjons are elso called sunslrcads, irhich
is norc accur.rte, for iislrnstead'r foprcsents tile po..iti.on of the earth, relative to the sun.
/,dv:rnced civilizltionc, b,-rsed on aCricxltur., developed obsorvetor"ies & astrononir to pre-
rlict tlLe ?roper times for planting & harve:rting. In pLces r'/ith /r seasons, lt js a fife or
death roatter: plant too 13te! & lrinter kiUs the crops bef.rc Lhey can be hervested. llant
ioo early, & winter can kitf the crops beforc thcy sprout. L:irners krou hoi,' trjcky lreather
c.Ln be, I holl, imlorL.l-.rt it is for cro?s. ;:aori-nf tl:e searions is a [ooC basis for predictln8
''lLe i,.eatl er t]1rouf.l:out the ycar; nol 31wavs, but usui1IIy. iloarer tha iiquator, t]lis is not
sc inlror:tant, for climate depeods on ;iltitu.le' r;rther than 

"r]e 
cl1,r.8c oi season, brit in

thc ilorihern Ilesis:he:'e, seaslns ure the ruli]lll filclor in a8r'lculture' -s 1'rel.I .rs liuman be-
htivior. If 'r'e So J.rr encugh sou'Jh, lr3y to ;ustralia or Jouii Africa' tire sc..sons are re-
versed. I hrd to ij::iie a ll.rne fros;outh rllrica to Ciin.rca in feb:uary' so 1 uent from $ummcr
in -frica to \rinicr :n llorth linerica rlthin.1 fe,r houis. I leli a bit foolish carrying viinter
clothinc vrhen I got cn the plrnc in the hol ilfri can summer, but it srue came in h:lnd:/ uhen
I \,,as uralklng on the icy streets ol Toronto:

l.orc than the 4 seasons, the Sr,rastlka reprcsents The Jheel of Time' lrhich is of naior
importance in the Mndu & tsuddhii:t rcfigions. tsuddha is LisuaUy Conicied .rs displayi!8 Thc
IJheel of lime on one talr.'Ihe iiindu'ilme Cycles last for thousands of year5. iince Buddhi-sn
is a heresy of llincuisn, 3ud{lhist lime Cycles last as fong: th-' ,Jheel of r-imc lurns frori The
Golden rige, dorvn to thc 6 o'clocl.i tosition of the D-Irl: Ilge or f,a1i Yuu.r' vr'hich most people
agree is the -ae in which \,,e nor, live. llixduism began urith riryans, but it h.is been encrusted
uitn suterstitions of tie mud-ireople or ,ravidians, for lhous:rnds of yeilrs' Some resetlrchers
hsve vrritten that the true r'iryan Religior lies in Tlre ii8 Vedas' the most ancienl of lndian
writing. The,'rryan iieii8ion .an be boiled dorvn lo (1) observed truth, about The Univet:se &
rnan's p1|ce therein. (2) iince The Universe is magnificent & beautiful' an'. irroper refigion
ls made likewise. ;Is one uriter put it:r'ir:rans lrere too coxcerned ,,rith the beauty of thc
st.lrs to be afr.lid of the dark." Science is one flanifestation of The iryan Lleligion' u]lich
seehr kno,/lcdge of the Universe & abcut ourselves, since we are par"t of The Universe. A11
varieties oI Jud.tism oppose L.rn to I'iature. Judaism would include Chr-istianity' lslanxr Capl-
tifisn & CoDmunism, lrhcse propaganda clains th:rt 'rman conquers lature.'r ?his is nanrs de_
claration of w.rr asainst The Universe! like cancer ceffs attacking the human body. Ilvan if
jews & tireir dupes cannol understandr it iE obvious that rnan cannott!,rinr such a vrar, for it'
is not a war against Nature & TLo Universe' it is .i var aeainst mun' hinsclf. Ihose vho hat.e
ntll] & ir'ature hate l'he iIoly Swastika, the symbol ol the sun & th(-- life it gives, uLich is up
to nan to u;e ,?risely. I hope thi$ trief description flives you food for tl,ouflht, & I hol]c ]'ou
uiu cL--ntinuc ,;our le.rrnil18 after your rgraduation.i

,if1 the best, as al"ways, ii ORION:


