
t9 i:iii 07. l]ail.'rr0esl t:rny thtiL]r; ior:rour lctter m:ri1ed or. t2.'fl? 07 &:rour ersa), on

"1-h. lrtosslb:lity oi lrir.olutc xnol,,lecxe.r' ioLr are lxcry thal i have lood eyesight'for
:,,oLrr tex: ijr f:1int inilee,:1. TIo:;ever', r"itl [oo,] nr:ltur;r1 1i{r-.tin::. rr m.r8nifying ghss of
t:.e size Sherlocli lioimes vrould use' I can decode faint l'lord. Llitiirl thcir conlext.

Con8ralul.:riiorls on your progross ii! Cerm.rn. Iou ilr. eoinE lo nnst€r the 1angu.lce in
:ro,,. o,uti,o; ol l.rJxr1irllr the,,,ritt.L form, onlti, sir,cc Gern3r i.r 10fli lhonetic' unlilie
:.-iLii:h. once yDu fe]lrn tl.e rulcs of promrncie+-ion ir: reg:lr:d t, thc letters' .aou uiU be
,rblc tc read out loud.:i.-,rtudrrlt. fcarned to read Gcrm.:r, out louC with a couple of hours
of inltruction, & when l/lc hea r'ror(is lroncuDced conrectl:/' ve could 6pe11 theD correctly'
i.orr.c;ation tip: .a4d iE prono'jnccd Zant; strrxtd is iJronounced shtrant; ueisc = vice' iIl
ixor,rlrici::ticI1' r-ot ir- r:.1rr'.nql iro,t]s ,1e crUitalir'cd; tll nol)r.5 i"'vc ee.{ler:s' a onc shoufi
Iear.n thex as he learns his words 30 a".i to us. tien p.olcrlX ir. .cntences. lrussian or liilll.
ce.fiar, r_eserbfe.r slavic or Lllin in its |]rann:rr_' r.-tilcr th':n it .esenbles true Gernrnic
l1npu.(aes iuch.ls low Sernur llernish! Sl.,edis}l or'nnglis!. trusBian has ceLses v;Lich ar_e in
ti-e xord6 thcnEelves, rather than ile 1ror.l order. l;eedles$ to sa"w i I trx not 311 ihat cor-
reci ir. ny ure of Ccrriarl, althou^b I c.rn iranslate fron Gerrian into Ijn81i3h or S!.rni-sir with
no drffic;fty. llcr-c's an example of gerder/ca!.; ich e.he ins fino. I r,c (a,n gojn6) into
the cinem3. (movie theater)i ins = in das. Cinc.1 is ]router. Cender hTs no particular rhyne
nor re3son in ili8h German. ilhen I sturlied it fu the 196Cs, ther-' rJas conlroversy .rbout the
gerder of a locolotive. Some favore.l ferninine because of the enCinfi; others favored neuterr
sincc one does not breed loconotives. Ac .r Cermanic sleaker' I stronSly object to the impo-
sit:on of gender on obj-.cts !r'l,ich do not breed sexuatly. I see l.,nguage 3s conveyinE USEF0L

information, rather than meanin[Iess forns. o.(., so uc have 4one into the ciDenra. No!'J l,',e

can say: ich bin im Er.,o = I an in the cin(-'n:l. The .,lotion has stop-red. En{i1ish used words
ir thc transitive sense, 60 cne coul.l .LSk: lJhither Soest thou? (German uses the famifiar"
ccnjus-tion, ,,Lich is ure.l when one speaks ho doSGt [ods' faaily merxrers P2 friends) ' lle
coulal 31so say, i,rlLitlter are you goin[? Your anslrer in notion uould be: Irn going to tire
movies or I go to ihe novics. Cnce therer yor-r receive a plonecall: l'rhcre lre you? You'd
reply: I'm ai the movies or f''r in the cinema house. You could also say that you were rrand-

ering arcund insicle the flovie theaterr ich bill umher_uli laxfen im Kino. oh, in = i4 dem (in
the). True Germanic lenEtu.i,:es h-;rve one word for'Ithe', rlther th.in J: der, die und das for
cach qender. I;a.y G.rneln rvords are spelt lhe sa&e a6 llnilish words: ein il:rnd is 'r hand; 

'Lfinsei ist ei.n Iinger, und ein reuerzeug i.st ein Feuerzeux (cigarette liShter:). Ihe best
r,ray to tearn Cer:nan or any otiler language, 1r my opinion, is to re.rd ve]l-rritten litera-
ture. Th..rt way, we cau aial our menories by r./ord-assoc iati on. Songs .lre great teaching tools'
rather than rere lrordlists' but lf ooe vr'isnes, he can read words in a dictionary' & thus en-
h,rnce ids vocerbulary. ,hi:Ltever vlorks is coffect. lJe learned Gerr,.tn dialogs' uhich we had to
menorize cvery cvenir:J' afler cl:lcses! for Lrse thc next day. Nialogs are ireat Ior vocabu-
lary & worrl-assoc i.itions. l'Je voul(l 1e.l:rn dialogs on srrch scerr.lrios as a store; a rait''Iay
stallon; an airport; a taxi ride; a tennis gafle; a restaurant. Tbis cnabled us to learn our
vocabulery & grafimar by pr.rctice, sssociation & patterns, :lluch as lre learned our originzrl
language. ^s L3rk T\,,.1in lrrote' great proEress could be made if ;nglish speakers could agree
on Otll vay to lronounce the letters of nngtisL vords. llou do llou pronounce "readrr' for ex-
ample? It is Epelt the same for jr.lst or present, but lt is pronounced differenilyl

You obcerve nany sinilarities between gulag tife & the life of studelts in colleges &

dormitories, or fionks in a rnon.rstery: all 6uch conditions restrict travel & enlhasize the
life of the mind, for good or i11. Unaler centain con.litions, \'re can learn to he learned or
Lve can learn to be mad. Confineflent for some is lunislment' for others, opportuxity' As I'ou
ncted, it depcnds on the individual. I sav/ school 3s a forn of confj.nement v,hich I had to
enCure before I cauld go into tt,e r:ea1 uorld l direct ny own life. I saw education as an

obfigation to overcome' as well as an opportunity to .lcquire certain knovrfedge' 'rhlch is
only valid if vre can aPply it in the re31 world of peo:le & everrts. Ilv lmowledge of Spanish
& Ge&an lroved vafuabfe in nurope & in Latin Anerica, as rre nighl cxlect. Cne prof-6ssor
said that people with fly lust for action raref:r naLe eooC students. Accordinc to hi3 testsl
good Etudents tend tollard passivity' raiiLer tli.lr acti,rity. I'iy scores uere on theractiver
side of the sc.i1c. A phrase, possilrl.y fr:on Goethe frequertly rar18 in the recesses of my

nind: "Cut of this, into tte openl" iJhen denied phys'-c 1L freedol, the intelliqent person
ls.rb1e to develop & to a!p1y his rinrl. irhen I enjoyed :t two-rveek stay a$ a quest ol iler
Iiajesty in Soviet Canuckistain' I enioy.d helpina others to fearn riath ai Inglisl:. i:atulallyl



2) T rlso learnec frofi then, rcr th.]re iG alwsys soretlrinfl to be learrec, no lxrriter tire
cil'cr;m5t.,nces in u\icl we find ourstlves.

The .ir,cient Creelis Cescri1]ed "l?re f:rtal fIavr," or the Achillcs:IeeI oi vuln..a}]ilily.
Tf l-s i: wLy .,e:lf-l:roiJledge i; rjo lnport-rt. 'ile i.irc riclr indeedt !rlc, ire ca. recu', i c ou''
str',-.rltli;1. lrerircss.-'. ''rl e car lcarn tl_ls fror crpcriexce alias The Schoc]. of:iard li:.cks'
irrt,/c c:ir .!1,;o 'l e.u_r, sucii 1ejso1-s b"r objcrv:|lrl- ai'\crE. I c:|r., f.r' cxrmilc, obscr:ve xh-t
h.r],acn: ic :r icl'.:/'./i:^ dor,-ns :1 qrsr.ii ty of b..;.,: i11 3 bri.f iir!" Ti hc 1:L-;':: cLrt:, f'r1t!
ojf hii h:.r'stoo1, 1 figure lh:t roxl.l 1i!c1y h.r!rer, io l-'re. llencc, li I djd rot v7:]ii i. l-sr:
o rt I ::11I o:f ri,:,. ctocl , I vrcrld not do what hc did. ilrt, if lirc :ef:I.o" were to dou!1 t:re
Loo:i. L bohave ci,r.rr-se siolrcr i. c?.siblo' I l:]iilht follcLr '.i:r cx;1.r!1., c:1:'ic !as$ ort i.
fal1 o-f r:r 5;rsiooll l-, l,r( ll!.:i:.:i$e' I 1,, "! fror h:l ,i.rlterierc.; iri il,e;l1rl c..5':' I
L.rrn fro:, i,:r cxrcrience. yo' .c. rra} l,.rcf.. to I.r.tr'! f.or oti,rr-r expericnca iirst' iL-
:ter.1 of r,'i otix. Clrer ljeopl,r i.r. :trod to?cli,ir; ():. a!ine:r fil's, 3..re prefer. I alr.c t.l:'t
conf:nefierl :rl cfo5e :iuarters witjr otliers conceitr:rte3 U1c tearlljrrc cxlericnce' r-Ltr'.ihe lile
in r..,rs c1'orrde.l. leris restr:ctetl clr'crmstrr.ccs. lt i3 "r irJ'occss of f45t' o. lrlovr 1".rrllir'I:.
; ti.i:rk,rc ii;r.-- o t-'...t tcpic,

goseti""r4s, a learrinq .r.r,.rriencc is $o,lrtstic that it ctr:t i:,f.'r-relice one to erler neLJ

fields cf thoueht & actlon. One Y,rlinoron 'rars so shocked at th') reality ol the mass:ive [;o]r-
ican occujr.rtion Day Pa:'ade last liaJr tl,at he actd311:I inqDixed into the inmi;-ration,/i.nvasicJ,
issue & is ncvr altendinl 1ocal political meeti4l's in req.rrrl to tLis r.atter. ?erhatr,s thorca'L
h.r.l thc sanD reaction fcllowin8 his incarceralion for refusinA to pay his C\risti sane
thought-t:,2. :Jati hi'i reaction due to a flaw or his lack of lnor'rledge? Il my residenc. wcre
on fire, the knoiJledge thereof v,ould alter rxy beh.ivior. liy flau !rou]-d be if i !,rere lo icnore
the energency.

As you say, llincoflpoops nakc noiser Derhaps io prove to theflselves & others thtit they
are a1ive, I noted lfro-Xurasiaris in ]-atin l:nerica vlo'd sit on.r curb a{ bang on it ,ritl, a

liece of rebar. The:r l,/ere not ]xiLking prilxitive nusic, jurt Eoise. l':ost nestizos dorrt close
doors. They sla them. i'erhals they have a racial menory of cfosing their teeliee flals' so
the ,bane, of door-slami]ring aloes not reeister 04 their mongrel psyches. This behovior is
Eolxething l've noted fron coast to coast, north 8r south' in m.linfy meetizo Arxorica. ilhen
Descartes stated the non sequitur' I'I tiink' therefore I antir v,hich is equ.rl1y true or f.'.fs-o
if the reverse is stated, he rxi,y havc deEcribed the mestizc, nentality .i'n whic! "1 nake noise,
therefore I am.r' ]n Brounest Yakirx:l, our RreEtizo-blnCidos love to blsst uE r.Jith their slereos.

I.lan]' lhankc for Jour colent thortghts on Jung, whose works I h:rve not read. The anafog-w
ol narth & Ihe Universe & its connections rvith raci:!1 archet-Tpes is indeed intriguing. Too
had Jung ccnI,: not tran$1ate the thoughts of the 31ack tribesmen in reeard to his nasceni
theories. As I understand, tlte 'clicLsr it sone i.frican languaees are not'rords in ilrcn-
selves, but vrays of pronunci.ltion or parts of sleech' Iit my part of Afr"ic.., trilal rxytbs
often featured the 'rflondoro,'r or trib.il spirr't. The tar-es usualiy involvc a tr:ibesflan r.rho

\'anders i:r search of 3r anslrer to son-" ?ressinc problefl" Cn a psthr he treets ax old nar Lrho

ixcarnates the srrj.rit oI his tribei & trhose x'lsdori alfoHs tlic ;toung vranderer to sofve his
problen. ?his story resenblos stories of ber[used l'lhi te mcn wllo crcounter thei!" trica] godl
C.iin, v/ho ccr1fers his isd upo.'] tlier. jn tirxel:' fashior,' ;.:,thrcpcl ogitts h.:ve h.nored
other races & tribcs lry itudiing llail' .lrchetypes, A it is high tioc th:it ,rLites ntudie(l
t.1eirsl lanauaces Cescribe peoll€ ' s ,rrorldvielr. If tneir existence is 6irrple' tLeir vocabu-
lary is usJ.rfly timited, as I discovered ln Colombia, whcre people could not r:ead Spanisi}
because they could not speak it, due to their lack of vocabulary. Sirce :paniEh ,as thei.
only language, they ,,Iere ignorant indeedl I understa4d tl,rrt sonre Africar languases have '1n
entire vocabufa.rJ related to ualking on sand, on mud, on f"rass, ac., since walking is of
major impcrt3nce in their society.

In your es6ay, you mention the "oml1i" qualities arltributed to gods vrhich are;L1so 'i$-
flniter. fou use relativity in sho ing us that identity relies upon rclationships r'rlen we

.lssign to I oranges nunbers in sequence as identities. But !rh.-.t happens r,rhen we give thc
j oran8es nanres, j.n6tead of nunbers:' instead of 11 2 & f, de have Tom, Dicl. & flarry' or
Tomas, Ricardo y Gereldo in c.rrrent speech. is long as vre rec.r1l the po$itions of tile ;
orances, 1^re can remove two & Eti1] krow that tl,-' one on the l.:bfe is "Gera1do," et a1. As

rlre 1e3r.t such analogies illustrate, but they do not prove. one tei'.cher cave ar exanple:
'rcovernnrent is like a ca.r. Cnly one person 6hou1d be in the driverrs seat." Soi ardio6,
democracy !


