
Guest Speaker
An ela Davis

Last week I placed an announcement in the weekly bulletin regarding a visit from Angela
Davis. I used some information I pulled off of the internet and only used a small bit of it to
peak your interest. I offer my apologize as it appears I gave many of you the wrong idea of Ms.
Davis and would like to provide you with more information. Please take the time to read a little
more of Ms. Davis and what she has to offer you on WEDNESDAY April 18, 2007. As a
reminder....sign up sheets are posted in the units and will be pulled on Monday, April 16,2007
@ 4:00pm. lf you have any further questions or concerns, please contact me (Dawn Taylor).
Thank you.

Angela Davis is intemationally recognized scholar, writer and activist. She will be visiting the
gentleman at Stafford Creek Corrections Center followed by an appearance at the Bishop Center
whercas tickets arc currently being sold. This is Ms. Davis's first appearance in this coastal Washington
community although during the past twenty-five years she has lectued in all fifty states as well as in
Africa, Europe, the Caribbean, and the former Soviet Union.

Professor Davis, who currently teaches at University of Califimia Santa Cruz, began her political
activism as a youngster in Birmingham, Alabama. Active in the civil fights movement while still in
high school in New York City, she came to national attention in 1969 when UCLA officials removed her
ftom her teaching position in the Philosophy Department because ofher political activism and her
membership in the Communist Party, USA. Driven underground when the FBI put her on the Ten Most
Wanted List in 1970 after a shoot-out in an Oakland Coutroom, Davis eventually resurfaced and
supported by an intemational movement to "Free Angela Davis," gained acquittal in 1972 after one of
the most famous trials in recent U. S. history. Former Califomia Govemor Ronald Reagan once vowed
that Professor Davis v/ould never again teach in the Califomia system but today she is a temlred
professor in the History ofConsciousness Department and in 1994 she was appointed to the University
of Califomia Presidential Chair in Afiican American and Feminist Studies.

Davis has long advocated for prisoDers' rights, first expressed with her involvement in the campaign to
free the Soledad Brothers which led to hel own arrest and imprisorment. Her visit to the prison in
Aberdeen is the continuation ofthat work in which she has developed a powerful critique ofracism in
th€ police, court and prison systems in the United States. She is amember ofthe Advisory Board ofthe
Prison Activist Resouce Center and wdtes ftequently on prisoner's issues.

Professor Davis's articles and essays have appeared in numerousjoumals and anthologies, and she is the
author ofseveral books including, Are Prisons Obsolete?; Women, Race, and Class; Angela Davis: An
Autobio$aphy; and The Angela Y. Davis Reader.
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