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They Were white ald They Were Slaves

". especially afler the colonizalion ot lhe New Wo.ld, hard labor was oflen
periormed by persons who were'indentur.d servants...Many were aclually not
indenrured, but had been kidnapped in lh€ Briiish Isles by thugs and sold to slave-

deale6. The appalling and somelimes heart brcaking record is summarized by

Michael A. Hoifman II i, an excellent book...one shocking tact lhat you eill
l@rn irom Mr. Hotlman is lhat lhe White slaves commonly fared worse lhan

Rerilo P. Olivet, PhD.. Un,ve6,ly of Illirois

''As a reacher of U S hislory rrom 1943'1158, I knew a lot aboDr the indenturcd
whire slave rackct. but you even du8 up aleriall had nevcr eDcountered belore."

.Iam.s J. Mlrlin. PhD.

''Mi.hael A. Hofiman II has filled in a very idportant vacuum...a new and
starding perspeclive on the slav€ry issne.

Wilmot RobcltsoD, aufiot ol Ti. Ditporsessed Majority

''This is one oi the b€sr relisionist b@ks I ve ever read..."
Plul Frohm, High sch@l hislory Icacher, Ontario. Canada

''..solid bvestiSalion of the srarus ot pressg.nged children and othe. Whiles in
lhe colonies itr the lTth and 18th centuries."

Mile GunderloJ, Foctsheet Fire

''Iloriman documenrs well the tact that .ondilions were no beller for white
'scrvatrts' (and otten woBe) lhan the conditions for bla.k slaves. You can rcally
learn a lot fion this b@k." Mich.el Hoy, Loonpdtics Unlinited

Thet Were White ar.l The! Wer" Jlaver is a thoroughl] resear.hed challenSe to
lhe corvenrioral historiog.aphy of colonial and irdustrial labor, a ttunning
jounrey inlo a hidden epoch, lhe slavc lrade in Wnir?r, hu.dreds of lhousands of
whom were kidnapped, .hained, whipped and worked lo death in thc Amedcan
colonies a.d during rhe lndustnal Revolulion. This is a chroricle thal has nevcr
beeo tully rold, pan oi a eilal herita8e that has unlil now comprised lhc dusticsl
shelt in lhe darkesl conrer ot suppressed hislory

''Their bodies and sools are used as ii hell comDenced hcre aDd only conlnlDed in
the world ro com. " Thomas Monlgomery, in a lefler lo lh€ tords ol Trade and

Pla.lalions. on lhe sufferirrg ot While slaves, Augusl 3, 1684.

MICHAEL A. HOFFMAN II was educated a( oswe8o StaleTeacher's College and

Hoban ColleSe. He h a fomrer reponer ior lhe New York bureau of the Ass@ialed
Press ard iorner direclor ol the Califooria-based Instilut€ ior Hislorical Review
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6-6-07. :laiI llsrlr: iiany th.rnks fcr your letter of 1 June C7 i the nervs th"rt vou received
mJ postcard. iJi11 rionders ncver ceasel Cne correspondent asked ne ully I send such "o1d"
!o:itca!'ds. 1 relily tlat the:/ vrere rlei, rrhen I bouSlLt theo' & that n.rny ol lhe subjects
cannot be photogralhed these days of Irost 9_U' I can jusit lmaSine 'rhat lhe zogSies l{ould
do to someone ''rho was taking picturcs of iioover Dam, Gclden Gate Bridge, &c. IIerd be a

"terrorist" for surc, 6ince zO5 refuses lo define the word.,i'rterror'ist" is anyono who

t\e ZOG dislikes. ilhen th:lt 13bei is sluclr oIL tbe victim' he catl be incilrcer:rted & ior-
tured Uithout any charge nor tria1. Tbe Bill of iiights used to Suarantee that a ]lerson
charged with a criroe ,ould have certain riSltts uhich t'Iou1d forbic r,'rhat zoc does no\'/, but
Bush ca11ed The Constitution r'a alaonr srcret! of p:.tper''r so rour' I(ine George II is similar
to };ing GeorFe ;II. The sheeirle see!! content, '"c,8o alcnc with it. Iir see i: ihat :/our zo3_
gies Cefine your 311eged bellefs & behavior vrith the sar:e rftcxibifity' as I'ilDiCGJSi de-
finos'rirerrorism.'r such a deal:

I iinderstard that :rtlenpts are being made to 'rehabililate' certain \'/ords! nulnbering
14, acco]'ding to l,ibertJr iilghts I'rivocatts' I understand that the s1o8:rn of l:r Raza (The

itacer) is: rrltverythins {ithin the race. iiothing oulside the race.i }iy Suess is that your
?o3lr-ies pernit ll:rt utogan, as lonc as it is in;!ani.rh. Tbe funny thing is ir'rt the s1o- 
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3"rt as rliazir ii any language' Uaybe sofle,:rre rmore equ:r1' than others' ZOG klor"sl
Cn an ethnic note, I s!el1 mJ name as ThonEon' \,,hich is Scottish' Thomlson is lrish'

thonsen is ,anish. Iiy family comes fron llorvray via the crkney Islands & the Ilebrides on

both sides of the family. Some of my refatives vere brought to liorth Afierica as lihite
slaves, lihites nlere the first slaves in llcrth Amorica. Blacks were brougnt in later' &

were llugged into the existing British slave system.
The Brits are perhaps the $orldrs foremost hypocrites' since they had lots of slaves

in everylhing but nane. chilalren were worked to death in British mines, factories & house-
holds wel] into the 20! century. Cne job for a child uould be to drag boxes of coal in
mine tunnels which were too 1ow for horse$ or dcl]keys. l'erhaps the \',orst iob \',as chimney_
sweeping while the fire Luas burning 1n the hearth. lnagine the snoke' heat & occasional
flam;sl If that did not ki1l the chi1d, the soot in his fungs vrould. In lEerica, most
'rlhite sl.rves were r/rorked to death before they uere r0. [hite sfaves were very cheap' as

compareil to llack slaves, since the ,Jhites coulal be enslaveal by kidnappers' on church
qrrota., au criminals, as 'indentured servants', &c. B];rcks had to be bought from the Black
sl^ave-trerders in the first place, & l,herl lhey arrived in Anerica, they !'/ere purchased again
by tl:eir new or^Iner6. Thus' the Btack slave ras an investment, like a fine horse or a farm
inxplenent, but ,hites had no 6uch valuet 60 their treatment was rnuch lJorse'

slave-owners like 'dashington coBllcanded Uhite slave soldiers in battles vith th_' tr'rench

& Indian6. r'Ihen the U.S. Civil \'ar broke outr ne\dspalers of the tine reportedl that Union
forces r.rere fired upon by r'B1ack troops in rebel uniforms,'r so the first !1ack sofdiers
fought for the confederacyr as slaves' like the white slave-sofdiers before then'

Ny :lcottish Srandmother haal lots to say about life under The British trmplre, uhicl) r'/as

not 'very lJarn nar fuzzy, since she was born in the 19! century' in the slum6 of iJdinburgh'
'rlhenever I hear "Ru1e B;itanniar' & it6 chorus: I'Britons never never 6ha11 be sfavesl" 1

feel disgust, for so many rvere sfavesr century after centuryi enslaved by their orl,n leopIe'
1 gr;r up in California' but when I was a Sr"itish cofonial civil servant in ifrica'

nuch liter, I experienceal no i cufture-shock I i sitlc c I felt that Ird merely returEed from an

exolic place & time, to my normal Etation in 1ife, although Ird never been to Central Airi-
ca before nor since. It just seelaed natural to ne' whereas' life in Southern California'
with its hotrods & l1vis seemed al-ien. For me, it \das alien' & the reasons are a flystery
to rlle, as r,re1I as to zoggies vho claim that environment deteroines who we are; not heredity'
ilhy, ior example, did I want to be an exllorer? I decided to visit The Amazon r'rhen I was B,

& did so,rhen I was 24. It !r'as as beautiful & as impressive as I'd imaAined. I workeal for
2 years in Colombia, South Anerica: L961 & ]'96\, during their loc year o1d civil !',artwhich
conti"rr"u. Ii L,as a beautiful country, but you had to knolJ uhen to duck' }iy place in Cafi
was bombed t(ice in a 6 donth period, but I was out both tines' The clothes on my washline
got shredded by flying glass when the explosion blew out my window. But Cali had a lerfect
ilimate, so winclow gliss was unnecessary. Such a deal: iife was nruch easier than it had

been in Cafifornia, & it was slower-paced' iust as 1 like it. Being near the Xo.uator! you

could pick your favorite climate, by aoing hi8her or folrer. You could also lick your cen-
tury: There were jet planes, but there vrere also paddlerrheel steaners & 19! cenlur{ trains.
j rode for 2 rveeks on dule & hQrseback because there u,ere no roadsin thot areo. " ""'enouf'tr
of fly ,'un.ruthorized aclivities'.' A11 the best & oRIoNl €li*


