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They Were White and They Were Slaves

'' cspecially afler rhe colonizalio, oi rhe New ivorld, hard labor was otten
pcrtormed by pe6o s who were 'irdenlured servanb'..Ma,r) were aclually nor
indentured, but had be€n kidnapped in the Bdtish hles by thuss and sold to slare-
deale^. The appalling and somelimes head breakin8 .ecord is summarized by
Nlichael A. Holfman II in an excellenr book .One shockin8 fact rhat you witt
learD hom Mr. Hofinan is rhat rhe White slalca commonlv tared eorse rh,n

Revilo P Olirer, PhD.. Unive6ily ot Illinois

"As a leacher oi tr S hislory tiom 19.13 1968, I knew a lor aboul lhe indenrured
while slave iacker. but )ou eve, du8 up marerial I had never eDcounrercd betore "

Jahes J. Marth, PhD.

"Michael A. I{offman II has iilled in a very ihporranl vacuum. a new and
stanling peBpective on lh. slavery issue.

wilhor Roberrsor, aulhot ot Tne Dispossess.d tvtajortt!

''This is one ot lhe besl revisionisl ti&ks I ve ever read.."
Prul Frohh, Hish sch@l hisrort reacher. Onrario. Canada

".. solid nrvcstisarion ol lhe staius of press ganged children and orh€r whiles in
the colooies in the lTth a d 18rh cenruries."

Mike cundertoJ, Factsheet Fite

''Holiman docunents well lhe lact rhzt conditions wrre ,o befter tor white
'servants (and oilen woree) lhatr tlre condilions tor black slaves. You can reatrv
harn d lor ro,n rh,< bool" Mict.^el Hot. Loadpdnr, Uttuntt.d

The! Wete while a d The! Wele s/arer is a thoroughty reiearched .halengc ro
tle convenlional hisloriography of coloniat and industriat labo.. a stunDing
jounrey into a hidde, epoch, the slave lrade in lyriter, hundreds oi thousands ot
whom w.e kidn.pped,.hained, whipped and worked to d.ath i, rhe American
colonies and dudnB the Indunrial Revolution This is a chronicte rhal has never
been iully rdd. parr oi a vital herirage lhat has uutit now comprised lhe dusriesr
shelf in the d,rkest conrer ol $ppresed history

"Their bodies a.d souls are used as if hell commenced hcre and onty coirnrued in
lhe qorld ro coDe. Thomas Monrgomeiy. in a lcrrer lo the lrrds of Trade and
Planlalions, on the suiteiiig of whire slaves. August 3, 168A

ltllcl|AEL A HOFI:NIAN II qas educared at Oswego Slre Teacher's College and
Ilobarl Colle8e tle is a lbnrr repo.ter for the New \brk bureau oi rhe Asocialed
P.ess and tormer director ol rhe Calilomia-based l,rslilure for }listoi.al ltevic*l

Co!er illusrrario, by Ni.k BouBas lsBN 0,929903 05-6



17 I1r\R 08
Hail liteviel Many thanks for your letter of 1, I"1AR 08. I hope vou like your latest res-
ialence. iome people s.ry th3t 'rA chanqe is as qood as a rest. r I quess they meant that I
could turn oy de;k around instea(l of taking a trip to Paris or Islanbul' It sounds likc
a Scottish saying to ne' liker "A stopped clock is right t\,rjce a dav'r'Cone to thlnk of
it, I can sit ri;ht here in Yakima' & i'"eI as if f've gone to liexico. Such a deal! Thjnk
of all the r,loney 1 save by having the Mexicans cone here' rather than my going dorn to
Ilexico. They arc paid to come here by the U.S. tax-payers' to mcre than make up for the
1oi,,, wages they reccive from the fstcat felon gringon uho hire them. The USA was founded
on the myth of 'rcheap 1abor,'r & it will founder for the sanre reason. There is no such
lhtng as "cheap labor."

if your friend or aryone else wants to wrile to me, I'd be happy to reply. I ans',er
all letters, but first' I have to receive thed. :lal

Veblen's neEsage is simple: ,'l e live in a semi-barbaric society i]l which crooks are
reliarrded 8r productive people are Fenalized. With lrealth co.nes status in such a societyl
so that status is advertised. ln rarlord (feudal) societies, the fatcat felons had cas-
tles & land surrounding them, !,,hich could be used for farming or grazing livestock. But
ucing the 1an.l for productivo purposes was viewed as rlow-statusr i.n influential circles'
Proiuctive lanal-use was a sign of poverty' so the fattest fatcat felons would t.rke fields
out of production, & to show how really rich they ueiet theyrd enPlov gardeners to pf.rnt
lawns, treas & flovers' & keeb them m"uicured. Vebfen cafled thi6 "conspicuous consump_
tion.r'Consider suburban life in this regztrd: Ily loor, hardlrorking parents paid to mair-
tain a patch of grass around their suburban house This lawn was too small lo play on'
since the neighborsr houses were too close. Our lots vrere too smal1' .ri:lce thatrs ,rh.rt
we could afford, but we could all mov, water & fertilize our respeclive Frtches of lawlI'
& pay to have the cuttinas haLrled avray. Such a dcal: T could understand this consnicuous
consumption !v3s a sl.rtus symbol, ,rhich ,'ras intended fo. us to "keelr up u,ith the Joneses,"
,rs we used to say. App:rrentfy! the mythical Joneses ,{ere ch;rrfled \,/ith inposing conformity
on us sheeple, Ior the nost part' it workedr but I could see it ivas a scam which robbed us

of tlne & freedom, 35 well as cash. This folly led rne to wonder iu.it ho!, & who dictated
our lashions of clothing' beh:rvior & consumption. Vance lackard wrote in "The Iltdden Per-
su"dersl that advertising nakes things 'popular'r rsther than the consumer_massesr for ad-
v,.rtlsin8 te1ls us what we rGhouldr consume. llovies influenced fashions, hair-styles &

consuoption, for exanple. Consider how they rglaaorizedr smokinq. Tha iou8h-guy hero 1it
up & puffed a!,/ay, so Goy-bov' if ya liko him' ya lranta lmoke like him! Actresses used ci-
girettes seductively' to make smoking seem 'sexy.' sex \.,as the lrick to se1] all sorts ol
itens, including cars & cigars.

on thii: theme of freedom versus exploitation, ; .eco(m-ond a little book by lhe Rornan

Tacitus: "The ipricola & the Germania'i lle describes the expansion of The Roinan iinlire' to
obtain nore land &, above all, more slaves, 'in beh:rlf of lhe rich liomans. f,citus dercrib-
ed;lome's use of force & decadence to enslave feoples' by teaching them tc fear Rome & to
love ils comforts tr conveniences. Tacitus comparad the decadence of Rome ltith the virtues
ol the Germans. Ue believed that Gefilan virtues were once l?oman virtues' but no fongerl
when he wrole, & it r^,as certa:inlv iiomer s loss. That ",'as nerely one cost of ellrpire' :rs we

see in our imperiaL adventLrres, lor ihe USA vras' like ilonet a republic of the rich, & root-
ed in slavery. ZOG's prolrlens & sspirations are remarkably :;inrilar lo those of dec.ldent
?ome, so our fate is likely lo be siiailar.

Inagine that you vrere ZOG: The UliA has ihc large$t prison populatron in the ,rorld. You

.rust feed, clolhe & house this increasing lopulation. You mujjl 11so pay to cuard them. The

former.loviet Jewnion lhought it could pay l/, the lcople to guard tiLe other;4, but lhev
went broke, for prisons ,rre basic:rl1y unproductive ii prison labor is not rc:rlly 'che:rp.l
Of course, profit-nrakina at tax-lryers' expense i!, an o1d racket' :ls.,ars provei but what
h,ippens,,hen that source of eallh is ta.ped out by nn economic c.isis^ rhich UC,r. no,
experielci-ng? So iar, nre are borro'ring money -hich jex-bank:tters .rFat out of nothing, but
that monoy is becoriing "rorthless bectruse of inflati.on. C3:1 ZCC 'jrolver its problems l'rith a

North tnerican l]nion, vhich wrll inport flore liexican povcrty: Can jt go for Uorld tlar IIl?
:Io,v can it t-,,rrn thi; llorth,"norican popuhtion into p.cfit? 'l'hi1; i.i 3 nyslery tc me' l)ar-
hafs ZOG will kj1I us off & go inlo the re:r1 e:it-rte businerjs. China h'rs lhe nced for'1anr1,
& ZCG a1t/ays has the,treed. 3tay tun.'d. :tay healthv. ..1.1 the bo:rt' ORICII lbdt/


