
Belief in God 'childish,' Jews not chosen people:
Einstein letter

Albert Einstein described belief in God as "childish superstition" and said Jews
were not the chosen people, in a letter to be sold in London this week, an auctioneer
said Tuesday.

The father ofrelativity, whose previously known views on religion have been
more ambivalent and fuelled much discussion. made the comments in response to
a philosopher in 1954.

As a Jew himself, Einstein said he had a great affinity with Jewish people but said
they "have no different quality for me than all other people."

"The word God is for me nothing more than the expression and product of human
weaknesses. the Bible a collection of honourable, but still primitive legends which
are nevertheless pretty childish.

"No interpretation no matter how subtle can (for me) change this," he wrote in the
letter written on January 3, 1954 to the philosopher Eric Gutkind, cited by The
Guardian newspaper.

The GermanJanguage letter is being sold Thursday by Bloomsbury Auctions in
Ivlayfair after being in a pdvate collection for more than 50 years, said the auction
house's managing director Rupert Powell.

In it the renowned scientist. who declined an invitation to become Israel's second
president, rejected the idea that the Jews are God's chosen people.

"For me the Jewish religion like all others is an incamation of the most childish
superstitions," he said.

"And the Jewish people to whom I gladly belong and with whose mentality I have
a deep affinity have no different quality for me than all other people."

And he added: "As far as my experience goes, although they are protected from
the wo6t cancerc by a lack of power. Otherwise I cannot see anything 'chosen'
about them."

Previously the Sreat scientist's comments on religion - such as "Science without
religion is lame, religion without science is blind" -- have been the subject of
much debate. used notably to back up arguments in favour of faith.

Powell said the letter being sold this week gave a clear reflection of Einstein's real
thoughts on the subject. "He's fairly unequivocal as to what he's saying. There's no
beating about the bush." he told AFP.
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Dear ,aynei 1hanks for Your
;incestry r'r uhich you kindly
T sha1l do in due course.

note of 19.;'Jll 08 & enclosures. 1'm currently readlng 'rDeep
lent Clauale, uho sent it to me to read & send to your which

Many thanks for the Sreat cartoon flier. You are a good artist' for you convey your
message"wel:-, & I congraiulate you on your h:rndwritin8' I suspect you unden''ent "fascist"
nanawritlng exercises in elementary 6choo1, My ieI, commissars banned handuriting practice
as being "iascist regiinentation"' so ny handwriting was terrible' i':y mother said that I
"drei, n; letters,'i so the je{s told our Parent Teachersr Association that r"lohnny would

learn t; type.'i This "Johnny" coulcl not learn to read !]ilh the jewsi "Dick & Jare'r look-
eay method, so my American Srandmother taught me how to read at hone. I xas one of tr,{o

"lohnnies" who took a typing course in junior hiSh schoot. Uhen the parents asked the PIA
jews ,,,/hat lheir "Johnnies, would do \rho did not learn to type, they were told that they
woufd have stenographers' in Ithe sweet bye & bye.'r I have yet to see a fiUing station
attendant {ith a steno, so California produced lots of 'rJohnnies" with lousy handwriiing,
who coulaln't read. The je}/ ,niseducators had no excuse that the I,os Angeles City Schools
were broke. they were amply-funded. Eventuafly, I l-earned to distinguish 'edjewcationi
from eilucation. Let's heai it from hore-schooling' for thatrs {here I learned reading &

math.
I never underestimated the Chinese abi'1ity to copy, improve & rehember Vhitesr tech-

nolog:y. once they knou l'rllY sonething is useflrl'' they car proceed to inventr using I'Ihite
man,i'science as their inventive context. I may agree vrith the Rushtonians that Chinese
1.qr.s are 1o or more points higher than the nediani,Ihitesr but intelligence seens to dif-
fe; in quality as well as quantity. Hou does I.Q. identify creativity? i{e understand that
I.Q. te;ting occurs in a','/hite cultural context. Perhaps a Black intelfigence test \'rould
in;lude the abitity to run! to thror,r a spear accurately, i.e' motor ski11s' Uany i{hites
would flunk such a Black rinteltigence' test, for !/hitesr rate of physical developnent is
reputedty slower than Blacksr. Asians are reputedly snarter at math than are Whites, but

"ga:n, i" math necessary fo! creativity: Certainly' it i6 a universal langua8e of science'
si creativity in lechnology must be expiessed in mathematical tefms, a6 hrith econonics,
whichdoesnotmateaneconomicpropositiontrrre!anyn]orethan2+2=S.sincebirds&nen
are bipeds, one might classify mln as an avian species' fli8htless as a kiwi or ostrich'
& also feaiherless. tt is arguea that birds evolved fro:n r.eptilesr so a sophist coufd ar-
guethatmarlevolve.lfrombirds'a6do1phi[sevolvedfrolncertainlandnammafs.The,NA
ihesis posits lhat Humanoids i1ave some 8o,t of lheir Senes in common wlth plants' & an even

greaterpercentincommonuithchimps,$owhatthattellsusistheimportanceofveryfew
[enes in distinguishin8 the races of man &/or chinps &'/or p)'ants' 

^s 
a Frenchman exclaimed

il.ren a mernter 01. the assembly proclaimed nen & women to be "much the same:'i ,,Lon* live lhe
differencel'r Indeed, 1ittle lhings CriN nean a lot.

Iseentorecalllhatgallium,,*asusedinlhe./hiteftrn'sfirsttransistor''{ireless
radios knourn as ',crystal sets.rr In typical fashion, the chinahsn discovered something that
lhitey had atready iorgotten, & ,rasr I hope' abfe to improve it' 

'io 
far, it is my under'-

standing that patlnts tend to f1o!v frod 1turope to 0hina' rather than vice versa' The'Jap-

"""". "iu no slouches j.n technoloryr but they are reported as recognizing 
'hitevrs 

al-
leged].y superior creativity. Ihe key is to k4or,, WHY for starlers' rather than ilod' i\s I
ot..rv.a, ine Japanese' lack of street :rddresses sho{ed they did not kno}, },hy they should
havesuchfasttrains.Theirtrainswereindeedfast'buttheywerenotusedefficiently
in travelling from A to ts. ;ifler covering a distance in a jiffy, one hrd Io spend hours in

Iocating the "ddt""" ottu wanteal within a city. rhy trhould it be (LuickPr to'ralel fron one

citJ to anoiher ihan lt is to travef ',rithin a cityl' In Ju'ieo-Anerica' ',,e can blade traffic
congestion,notlackofaddresses!Jairanalsohasexcellentpubuctransporlationinits
cities, if one kno,Js \,Ihere he is to go' but for that, one needs a rational ?rddress system'

llany thanks for the inslejn item in rhich he debunks reugion & "Yahweh's chosen pip-
p1e." Tirat reBj-nCs ne of Xarl varx' denunciation of iudaism as a v:iIe forn of caDitalisn'
r' ni. 3o" compelilor, Lassalle,whon l:arx alias :evv denou:1ced as 'the je''Iish ni68er' Las-
sa1le."

vy analysis of your heroic tasl( of insniring ihe best of Orr kace on behalf of Cur Race

is sumned up in r'7En versus r'I1!l." Unti1 're can rise:rbove our total cor,sunerisl self-indul-
Eence towarai raciaL salvalion, lhere can l,e no indiviCual sa:Lvati on ' :llto vanls +'o be a1f
alone on llars? iil1 tho best. ORICi{!


