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comments land
MPt in trouble
Hang head in shame, Cupido told
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The ANc has accused ACDP
MPL Pauline Cupido of mak'
inc comments that j.mPlied that
she believed that the counirv
was beiter off under alartheid.

A political storm eruPt€d
yesteday a.fter Cupido's com'
ments in the legislatue, lrl
which she said, in pat "For 13
years w€ have beenlister ngto
ihe ANC blaming tbe apartheid
gowrnment for all its !rob-

"Thi! while former Nattoh.
a1 Party lead€rs sit side bY side
with them ir ANC lenches and

Her comments, made in Yes'
terday's debate over Premier
Ebrahim Rasool's State of the
hovince address, prompted a
llustered Envirorment MXC
Tasneem Essop to remark that
she was "completely shocked to
hear ihat a person who was
supposedly disailvantaged .

could believe that the countrv
was better off p!e.1994".

"You must hang your head
in shame. One would have
thousht the ACDP stood for
morality and Christiar values.
It's despicable, leople suffered
at the hands of apatheid."

Transport MEC Marius
Eransman said Culido shou.ld
so pubLic and adrDit that she
had made a mistake or that she
had just had a bad mo.nins.

MEC Koleka Mqulwana,
who admitted to being emo'
tional bver Culido's utter'

arces. said: "If you say that th€
situation !rer994 was better
then ]ou're admitting that you
suploraed aF,rtheid."

But cupido told the cape
tugus last night that the ANc
had "deliberalely misunder'
stood and convenientk mi5in.
terlreted" her rem3ry6.

standing her sround, she
s3id the point she had trled to
marr€ was that the ANC seemed
incapable of maintaining or
betteringsta lartls since 1994.

"I was one of the rictills of
alartleld and I want to state
ihat I was not in ageement
wlth the prcvious govern-

In her cont butior to ihe
debate, Cupido oudlned what
she termed "highlights" of
1994.

The ANC had talen over a
counky that was ir a rcason'
abl€ state of repaix It had:

a An €ducadon systea thai
was rated amone the top 10 1r

a A lollce force that Per'
iormed its duties with lride
and had reasonable control
over the crime situauon.

a A healih syst€m and inila-
structur€ that produced pio-
neers in many frelds of medical
research and enjoyed the
rcslect o, the medical frater-
ni, aloud tbe slob€.

a A transport system which
was the e ry of the r€st of
AAica and a netwo* ol roads
equal to the best in E]rope,
with Western Cape rmds being
ths pride of South Africa.

a A water qua.Lity rated of
Urc cleanest in the world.

a A public service rated of
the highest and most respected

Cupido addedr "Today we
have aJt education system rated
at the bottom €rd of 50 wiil an
overal requir€d lass rate of
33%, the lowest rate in the
wodd, and still our learners are

har)]e io achieve ewn this.
"w€ now have an energy

crisis which is one of t}le most
serious disalters that has hit
ihe western Cale and the

She also criticised rhe hous-
ing backlog and said that while
her pa$y did not endorse tle
i.llegal occupation of homes, it
was the ANC'S fadt ilat resi-
dents took the law into their
own hands. "It is time to tell the
truth. The ANC governnent is
incapable oI lunning the West
ern Ca!€."
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llear Ms. Cupido: I chanced to reaal about your braveryamongst tsfack suDremacist leaders, as

reported in the Argus of 5-l-O8. It l{as both brave and wise of you to attempt to un'ask
the racial reality which seeks to hide behind The Blame Game. Hov long may colrupt and in-
competent politic-ians capitalize on the evi16 of ap"rtheid' i.e..{hite minorj'ty rule? As 1

understand, that rule ended peacefully in 1994. Did the Whites put a rhex' on Soulh African
infraslructure, education' heallh care' justice and Sovernfient? or vere conpetent },r'hites
simply displaceai by incompetents who \rere chosen on the basis of their dark skin?

I am Uhite, a'rrhite Nationalistr but I'n not a dhile supremacist. I kno{ thal otiler
races anal nations can govern thenselves and also provide their necessities of liie' If
Soulh Africans 'rish to enjoy their pre-1994 standard of living made possible under l''hile
minority rule, the choice is theirs. They can a1low their present misleadera to carry on

blalning llhiteyi whilst they plunder and bl'under in their positions of authorityt oR the
peopte can ch;ose leaders ,ho are honest and responsible menbers of society. But to achieve
tl',. futtur, the people themselves nust afso be honest and responsible' to a lar8e extenl'

As a good ciilz;n, I wish to lrork, rather than steal for my living. Mv parents believed
in the Honor of iJork, even lrhen that work rllas hard and dirty' or even dangerous. Any task
worth doirg for the sustena[ce and betternent of oneself' one's family and oners society is
indeed an tono", .. !{e11 as a necessity. Those lJno disdain rrork and its resulting productiv-
ity are parasites, i{ith no juslification for their lives in any human society. There are
p"Lar"""i who ,,ork with their hands, their minds, and with both. Teachers also r{orkr as do
parents, on behalf of the younS' anal, on rare occasions, civil servants may Detform useful
ta.ksl AL least I've heard Lha"it may be po€sible'

It is saial that one who points a finger at another points , back at himsell, so it is
both fair anil honest to meniion that the Darasites whom ,re pernit to rule over us are large
and fat, as compared to yours. And they are many. These parasites in business and in govern-
ment are partty responsible for the globa1 econotoic crisis which now coofronts us' a1l' of
us. I say they are Dartly responsibler for we are the ones who a1lov,ed them to occupy the
posllioni of lowei in the first place, like a farmer \,rho would let foxe. inlo his henhouse'
ilese foxes have paid an ailnission fee, with bogus I.o.U.s and other fal6e promisea, which
rre have been fools to trust. ilence, r,e have neglected our oun responsibiliti-es to}rard our_
selves, our children' anal our society. If Iire did so out of ignorancet why did ue not inform
ourselves? If vJe .lld so out of laziness' 'rhy did we not besti_r ourseLves? Perhaps we have

adopted the parasitic values of our rulers' thereby becoming our oun enemies'
If this is the case, then virtue or lack thereof is no distinction' There are only the

haves and lhe have notsa the ins and the outs of power. lf this is the case, then our so-
ciety is aloomed to failure, and we shall be displaced and rel,laced by peopfe v/ith differ-
ent values and abifities, as Africans are just beginning to see ',,ith the appearance of the

Chinese, from ConSo to Capetoun' and as Arnericans can seei fron Alaska to 
'Ilrgentina'Again, whose lauli is this, ours for misgoverning ourselves' or iheirs for having bet_

ter government? In Nature! lhere is only one queslion: To be or 'ot to be' It is said that
m,n Is a social animalr but the quality of his society deperds on his qualities as an in-
dividual. Those individual qualities are largely deriveal frofi the cultural values of the
collectivityr one,s.arents and neighbors, as ueIl as our nedia of education' information
and entertainment. If tho$e values are parasitic' then it is likely thal our o"''n valuea
will be, .r1so. Your people shoufd thank vou for your brave contribution on their behalf'
for Truth exists, whether we like it or not, and we ignore Truth at our peril' Yours faith-
lully, iiric Thomson

RIGHIS , JTHOUT DUTINS = PARASITISM
DUTIIS UJIIHOUT IIIGHTS = SMVERY

LIFE ITITHOUT )UTIirS OR illOHTS = STARVAT1ON


