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Rabbi's remarks
about Holocaust
upset Israelis
Bv leck Kar2enell / AU(] GU
Tfie Associated Press U jA IcDy

IERUSALEN4 - A promnent rats
bi who heads lsreell third biggest
politEal party gpari(ed an uproar in
israel oi Sunday for saying rhet
6 m lionjews perished in ihe Hol-
n.rcr htr 

'ce 
rhd werp rein.rr-

n:tions of srnners. '
P.abh ovadia Yosef splflrual

leeder of the shas prrry. aho de-
i:larEd ihat Pome Minister Ehud
Barak has "no sense" because he is
rylng rc make peace wth the Pai-
e(hni)ns whom Yo(el called
"snakes,"

\6sefwas speakjng in his weekly
Saturday night sermonm, which is
bmadrrst over the DarN\ radio
sbtrons and is be ei oJ€rsex.

He said rhat rhe 6 millioo Holo-
causl vi.rims "wErE rein.,mations
of the souh ol sinners, people who
nan5gressed and did all sons of
things rhar should not b€ done
They had been reincarnated in or-
der to atone."

All sectors of lerusalem con-
demmd hts rcmarls.

''His words are liable to harm the
memory of those who perished in
the Holocaust end are liabh to hurt
the feelincs of their lamdies and
the fe€linEs of the entire netion,"
Barak sard.

Helen Kaminsky whose rclatives
were buried alive et BabiYar in Uk-
raine. where Nazis killed about
I 00.000 pmde dufing World War
IL demanded an apoloB' and said
she wanted O sDit in Yosef3 face-

'ThB sen e girv and lowfife. he
should step down." Kaminsky 61.
sad sobbmg "How could he say
such a thingT \bu dont rmaglni:
how many people have been hurt
roday. They should srlence him.'

Legislator \bsef Lapid, . Holo-
caust survlvor who heads the secu-
larist Shmui party, sdd Ribbr Yosef
''is in ellecr (oflfiimrng what Hrder
said, that the Jews dre sinneB."

lsraelS tlvo main ridio stations
ind Holo(aust orginizalions said
they were rnundaled wtth phone
LJlls and f&'( messages, mo{ ol
lhem criticizing Yosef \ statement.

olficrals irpm the Yad V.rshem
Holocaust memorial museum la-
beied his remarks "mrserJble" and
sad they 'jeriously harm the

lgnit€s fumr Rabbi Ovadia Yosef
Jlso called Palestinians "snakes."

memory oi the victims."
"ltb hard to understand where

RabbiYoselgets the couraqe to ex-
plain the intentions and ways of the
supreme authority," they said.

Shas Chairman EIi Ishaisaid cril-
iosm ol rhe rabbi rs untusfified.
"Rebbr OvadB weeps lor everv lew
whor!krlled... bur nobody not
even a saini, has nor 5 1fed EveN-
one dies in J srJte olsro .EB

Rencarnaton rs nor r r.n.enr 'l
cenrrul ro Jewrsh (hrnl.rnq, rkhough !
rr dppears rn the Zohar. rhe book ,
thrt rs the basrs for lewrsh mysfi- I
crsm. or cabJa. I

Yosel who ordercd Shas to quri
Barrk\ .orlirnn ,s rhc Dnme min-
ister eft tbr the re.entCrmD David
summ,t wth the P,rlenindns, de-
scribed Aaabs ,rs \nakes" ioterest-
ed rn murderng le',,vs, and he said
Earak has 'no sense.'

"Whar krnd ol perce is rh$?'\o-
sefsrid. wrllvou out rhem besde
us? You dre hrrngng snakes herde
us. . . Wrllwe mJke peice wrrh a
5nike2'

The P.lestinian lniormatron }/lin-
istry dismissed Yosef3 statements
Jbout the PJlesdnBns as \rlly" and
''lJsrlst." ]he rnrnritry !vh[h 6
heied hv rhe \ennr Pn.{,nrin
negotiatoi Yasser Abed R.rbbo.
(rlled on lhe kra€I rovernment
'ro rondemn su.h iooli\hnc\s '

Shaswisopposed !o the conaes-
,rons that Baruk ofered Jt C.irnp
ir,rvid. prrri(ul,irlv his pr.posJis to
exlend ljmrled sov€aerqnw io Prl-
,rstrmans in pnfts oi lerus.rlenr


