
,!vXlCPli:,\1 rlID: rl ,0u1ti--bilfjon doflar business for thc donor-countricsr a drama for' ]'fricai
(Tranc1.ltcC fron iJnabben8iie l;achrichten cf JuEe 2C07' by I. Thonson)

:efcre the st:.rt of the !:eilia-8e]1ic G-8 Su-nii!, NiSeria[ i]cbe1 Irrize-vlnner for literaturer
lJ.o1e Sol:j-nka, had nothing gcof to say about rock-singer 3onc, ror about Gcraan chancellor
.'.ngeI.t i,erke1, ,lhel.'think ;e are strpid," as; hc sas quoted :i:.r IAz report of 5 Junc 07' of
which,,re irrovlde th. follovrins: I'Tlese 3olios, Gelalofs, ho,rever t\ey are ca11ed, s;]y that ire
Du;t be helped, and il1sinuate that vc can[ot do so ourselvcs, i]isrlt the liigerianE. That i6
:'acisn." :his ir Lo! Soyink.- anl many otlexs tr,ink in Africa, but nobodJr ln thc industrial-
ized countrie. ,ier.t'to he:r about it. Ihc best et cl!1e occurred at Heiligendaon al1d the 1.r-
te:t discrssion about 3 Crasiic incre.rse in develoi&ent assistance (for',arica).
l.Flllo,,rs ST..;;i,,.ll) oI LIirii'ic Ii f,:lo',i ?iiAT CI L/'.TE Ccloiil;rl, :11[S

Suce 196C, Ioujh1} 1i5C0 billion 1n Ceveioirment tssistance has been pd'irled ir, lhe d:lrec-
tion o: lI.rck;fricr. Rut, ioil:.', in r.rri:'pl-aces, the standarC of livinc ha! fa1len below
tl:.t of laie colonial tire;. For lii6 !e:rson' i-ien::rn eco[o&ist J3ncs Shik\v-:i i,1e1ds for an
irircdiate cnd lc further d evelopxant _ futl.l ing. SucL fur'di.,g h:is orly si,r',ad corruption and
depordeDce. The irrflo',l of 'ria $orey acinalll' frees the ,.frican iegixles frol! aai responsibi-
liiy: rli:y shorlc they re.:rr.inte thi)jr tax :jystem do include Ecre tban ihe usual 5?l of house-
holds if they c:rn leceiv" budget assi.stance fron othei countries? l'lhy should they build gra-
[aries to prevent fenines if interrational aid organizations are standing by: ','lhy s]]ould
fcrei8ners fi4ance !'oads, if ,l,fricans can do 1t tbcdselvea?
,,rF T DCI:'T irkcviDr TliE IioN3Y, I r,/rit H:Vt A tROBIEr,t. "

Ihe unheard oI nroney inflolr ]r..ls put nost African regiaes on a 1evel of rhiSh cLassl
beggary. Cne complaint is tll.]t the .Lfricans are !,rise to the ,iechanism of ilevelopmental as_
sistance and exploit it. ,evelopmerltal a6si6tance is the only ' lndustry' in the xorld iI]
v/hich pro?er accounts need not be kept. The o:l1y ciiteiicn for r6uccess' is olten that the
fundina goals havc been met. rlh.rt is thereby obtained is uninportant. U:r hoi'r vroJld one ccl1-

ride, tnc oellora}le neetinS wit}l e. i,urcpeaa llnion reprcselt.iLive il1 i;i6erj-,r ,ilo coe!1.iined
in a slightly drunken siate ti:rL he h1c eillions in 9russels earmnrked for l,{i8el'j-ar and that
he nusi ponder the finrnciE6 of 1oc.r1 electionE (ir1 iii€]eri.i:). is to the queslion of ho,r Eu-
rope becane the 6s 1a!8est 6i1-producer in the l,orId, xhose 'elite' in tae course of 3 decade

haire embeizled the inciedible su.E of J6oO bilfion, to fund electlons! ihe dirloeat ans!/eredi
,,If I don'' t provide lhe money, I "{it1 h..ve r probleni.'r It is devefoleent assisiarr,ce on behalf
of oners careerr so to speak.
,l,iitiil-CitrtnTIoN VIA lrv ,().l-Ni' ;I!

cl:issical- developoent essistance ciinnot be better describeal. jteu proiects have sulvived
the departure of ilhite tecl,niciaflG. .lxanlfe: Chad. gonehor, ths develo]eent-aiders got the
iriea oi ending cattle deeths in t1,e .eni-desert by dig.ing wiite.rrells' :1ence, uTter we11s

were dug .i11 iver. 3ut no one had con;ldered that' in Chad' cattle ',{ere not goods, but status
syrcbols. The nrore anisals, tl.re sore esteelced their ovrDer. Ihanks to the development-€riders!
vlo provideC sufficient ri,aier, the herls Srew in utheard of nurrber,s. iince then' the Sreat
h_.rdi have stripled tle soil of g.asst tirus turni.g tle is],el r'e6ion inio a genuine- desert.

;iencer ,xore proJects lere l.{inclpJ srrch ac the coruitructicn of stone da1l wind-breaksr
for the lrotection of yourrs tj.€resr anc to saYe ,rore topscil. .E!t tire inlabitants quickly cut
il,e treei dorrn for firl.rcod, as scon as they coulcl be u6ed lor such, since tlere was a narkei
for fire,{ood.

jlrch exleriences on tlle :rart of devalop&ent assislants E!r_3 told 'Jlritb :i tinse of c,vnicisfi'
alter lhe ira "r 4t beer, conbinec vitir lt'e.r-"que6t: 'r?ui fIe3se donrt quote roe.'rtht'1lst is
enalfess.
i,i/ho wor.rldl help rrlrica should flve nc noneyllr (t,anes Shik/ati)
aii 'iiirUSIRYI .,I:Tii PiOiTITS I\ n-;iION;

Iopdost on the I'aidr' list is tire Con:. ro:d-b,rl1diDg -,)'ojecl financed by lhe iiorld Sankt
Hitho'ri :u1lil1in[ its lurpose. f!1e Ciinese buifdins contractcl simi)ly rforiot' ic build a1i

essential brialge over a r'ivcr, t]Jt ltf,i did noi discour:iii. i'e tiorli 3t'nk Il'oi gdr]tinc its
!c)it orCer to th. ccntr.rctcr. nl1 ,ias c-uite in o:'der, o! 1),lrc1-; Ufil b:rcufi ba su:ficieilt'

ljevelotnerl airi a.1d ener;enc:{ assl;tance are becofinF :1r inillistr'f witlr billion Co11ar'

i'rofits. The.i.i. aid oriani;:!ti;n' 
"l;r'rli' 

I is -L gocd e:i:rnlle' ihe U'i'1" :rrovides 
'ievelo!&ent;id tu rlroducts, Lic\ Us..L ciisiributes' :ut tbe Srain sidl,,eni; 

"c 
r'frica licve one lurpose:

il,e sale of L.J. i.iiu surirluies lo tlLe L.r. ti1:{-p-yers oI1 behllf of m'int'rir]ing 'rrrico st(b-
iIity," th't is, hiCher itriLir.,,r'ices in the U.r.i'. iut such iistributjon rui[s the 1ocaI Af-



2) rican m:rrl{ets, becr,rlsc L.i. qra:,n i. "nire-tirbi:i chea}'.
JONIllialr'ril,;i!.i'i., (.i r.,1rsL-,or' s rio"er U.i. ir,id' policy war lJreiriou;1y l:,o'/n aB "dl.r].rinl".
-r',ernrtiont,l r}cl:.iaerini ui.. prev_}usli' uSea ic ti;scribe i,ressiii lractjces, r'Iovr c:rIied
''G1obafisn." )

,ev,Jlcpln€nl aiA has iictu iiIl. detalored into tL. dr.xi.1 of t'-r contident, bec.'.use t|.'r
acne:I co.t. l1'e reci,rieBts nctbinE ;I.i ,rur|! co,ntcr-?rodrlciiv!1J. O! the fvory Coast, ior'
erample, vilfaces',.rere e.lirilpci rriti, ei1s, .rt colsid.rrablc effo/'i and expense. l!.e ..ter
,,di 'ruoired nidrLuallJ, iind tie -i; r)s were ol),-'r:.led bJr !1.Lflph:{d1es. ;lhen the handles were brc-
ke)", tii: fifl3Jers iroulci i,:'-ii, :cr;Jhites to ccne anci rejr.ir' thon. fhe viil.r8crs' efforfs to
re:"Lir th,. j,um?s vrere not io be eil:ecteil, cioce the ure1ls h.i.: cor.+" no'"lii[q, and their dis-
i.ise c-u.ie:1 xc econcEic loi.ilj. Be-:irles. tLe ire:lls r,er.e nol ,:.rliciltrrLl';rol,ul.irr L]le p;oile
Ire:erred to gei t!c!' Lri,ter :ron i;lte river' 3s tley h1c: fcr 6en."ulion:! c 'il'te ont hard '
Cr: inc oti.?f hdnd, tl:e r{ver-vr3ter :il1c;eCl' taste.i belter.
r.,.:;;,jii'J:,Jl(iii1-lir jlYj CC;ili

.rt is iitht tl1-t tir. dollol countr:es have 1o[3 vtan'.eL la kr:o, just tihet h.ir,peneC lrit]'l
tbcir mcney. ;ut l"lle ouicome is il sheer lirfkaesque adnrinistrative na;htsar., ,/itl'i still
fiore' spec ialists i :rd 1n unsupervised arEv of:.dCition;.I "consultr,i1ts," it vrolL]d tp?ear.
;xrn],te, !1alir ?here a;e busily occlriried ;, niitional '1n.l 22 sulii-lateral aid crganizations'
in ad.iitior. to w}ich have come at leasl 1CC NG06 or Bon-Sovern&ettaf orea!'ization,sr ai] of
which require supelvi6ion.

iifie:r a pronotion by the OtC; | 50O developBent proiects have been undertaken at tl;e 6arie
time in ealch sabel T,and (i'ia1i, Senegal, Surkina !.!so' i;i8er and Ch.ia). Ih..t al:i.:ys reo.uires
a. inierir, report erery trieester' r./hich flakes 2r4CC relorts each year, lthicii are transnii-
ied to the a.ppropriaie alinistries. Ir addition, there cooes a crois-section of observ-iion
aad evalu.rtion Brissions: aduinls_'r.ltors rrho must, in the fi.st ]l:ice' atdxlilistrate then_
sglves.
MAJiISTIC TiEilltlflT

dhile the }lali e.utirorities are ioundaied uith exaelles of divei's standards of donor
stipulationE, ileveloleent asslstance develops nore and Eore in tae direction oI t!technlcal

collaborationrr in th; forrn of foreign experts. Ihe Malians evaluate these I'exlrts'r v'ith
mixed feelin8s. "if I receive a pledge of 12 nillion euros, of rvhich J riUion Bust be SiveD
for the ljirropean expentst the aid oelts a!,ay rather quickly,'r silid for&ex liali einister a6
irrfaf.

Geroanyr sooeirhat' .issured }iali that this technical collaboration as a €!ift' requiring Eo

repayoent, but this does not chamSe the fact that arBodestr portj.on of the de\relolment aid
fun,ling vould go to pay their ou,n experts. Because of the credit-filranced lroiects vhich are
so !ra!1t in MaIi, the number of expe,'ts has oultiplied enormoucly, and laati h.rs no influence
in their recruiiin;1' Ihese exlerti live royally off such borrowed funds' since they are far
frori hooe, they require plenty: }. resiilelrce befitting their rank' servants' a lar8e cross-
couatry vehicle vrith chaufteur a-nd legufaf flights b.rck to their honelands, 1n addition come

the tax exeoptlonsl RegionEl office heads rarely have exea?tions uDder 1Or0O0 euros'
NO IN?i,itnSI IN AiDINO COIiNUCOPIi POT,IIICS

Critics like Nlgeri;rn Soyinka anal Fenyan ialnes Shikwati reEain in the,ildertless ',rith
their de,anils that ihi6 patloBage .ysten be ended. Too orn, obtain too good therefrorn. lhe
alevelopment aidl ninistriesriI1 ending this cornucopi;! lolitics,have lot the sli8htest inter-
est. l.lhich einlster would aake hioself redundantt

the African reaiBes have no interest in becoming indepenilent fr:on ievelopnent assistance
60 as to Eake an economic recovery v,ith thej.r owlr strength. Tho.ie fcremcst in lacking a!!y
such interest :rre the aleveLopnent assistants: They live on tt-e sullosition th"t U:ey are
goinEi to be uigently needed'
;ID 10 lFIiiCA = liiIINlr-E r'l-\S1I

tihrlt has the iouch-ballyhooeil C8 iumlrit
,rfrica? .Frofessor George Ayittey o: Chan.r
teac|,e6 econooics at rashingto4t s Anerican
'rtai$ of 2c liay 2c07 are revealing:

rer11y achievedl with its tcut€d tid increase to
is aaong r.frica's leadini econonists' and he
Univer;ity. lhese excerlts from l,is .'rticLe in

',IIiCCNSCIoUSLY, IIIG A BIIND DXIV]8" :'r)es],i+-e its inrirense
deep in l)overty' misery andl debt. Africa is crth helping
for ,!frica' is Etampedl with sentinentallty, hylocrisy .nld
or.riroalismr reason 3.Ird eI'ficiency reEaln irr ll-" distance.
iz',I-ons and irivate persons have gone ro -frica to helo

n.ltural wealth, llfrica reliains
..nC rousl be helped, but rnore he1!
i)ost-c01onia1 guilt feelings!l,hile
Governoent6, developlrent aid orian-

peolle who& they do not urxderEtand.



l) dore tha.n lltrc billion (3ix l1';rsh:1lf i'lans: ) urere lulllec irto ''fr:icr -ince 1rl', /ithc'nt
iierc-"Itiblc results, Ihe eriire exercise resenbles one v,'l'ic drives Lnccnsciousl:r' -nd blindL:r.
-i:r'ici's le;ging h.rt is fult cf ho1er, like a sieve. -n 2CCLi tl.e l-frlcar' inioll calculrted
the cost of African ccmuptioD ,:sit48 tittion annu:{I1y. F1i6ht of African calit.ll 3l1lolrnts tc
322 billion anl1ually. Civil ,vars ccst .,t 1ea.st ili biUion anlu..l1y.

In ile 1963s, ,-,frica could lot only feed itselir Lut could also e::i:ort food. Tod;iy' it
rerjuires nearlJr ;2C biUion to ilrport food, 6onev.rhat nore tha.n Llie it?.6 bi1lion it neceives
in don:ilons.

;ebt-relief and massive;rial are absurd,'{iil-rout sti],ulatjonE' securitllr ovel'sich" nrechtrn-

isns aaC reiorils. lhe -fr"ican eoYer$lsent bud€eis are runniRg oul of control. Bribery anC f--
.rl)I'itislll rre tiio order c,f the day, corr.rplion ir.ev.tils.;ithoul refcrms! foraivei debl-; ltill-
si.illli be retlaceC by nev d.bis. U: cc-ril.se' ,.frica's 1e.iders are not' diiL lew excei'tions,
:nieiested in refoinis. .lle can denand 'cle reduction of bureaucr:rcl&the creatioll of a riiin-
istry to Red;ce ,xiret.iitures ' . lnc cai denard oore Llcmocracy, ;rppoint a co&mittee of cree!6
to lvriie an efection 1.:.u, thr,r,i the o?:ooition leader in i3i1i .nd halt tle el.ection, so;ts
ic rea:rin in ,orer. Cf 5t ^!flca1 ccuntries, crly l-6 are 'aleoocracies'; only 3 hrve a lree
.r[d lnaependent ?ress. leirer tha$ 3 .irc 'econcmic success 6tcries.r Jithout i]enuine ,roliti-
ca1 reforos, still oore African ccuntries {ii1 rrdirfode. ,hat is to be donei

rSEart sidr can he1p. iuch develolx0ent aid enpowers civil societJ and coronunity Sroup6
tc supervise th.r expenditure of aid funds'to kicksiart xeforins. To fl-ke tlti; e&pouerment

"o""."d, 
tlr" r:eopfe &ust receive accurate infore, tion, the fleedon and the institution"l

means tc free thehijelves fron the stra.6leho1d of re?ression' comuption anC loverty' the
..gents cf ch.Lnge and reforo are to be scu8,ht outside the government la.idershi!, lnd l1ot in
r.eforo partnershi-psr ],ith treacherous regil3e€.

Ihe irec-r]1e ci i:rica need the folloding insti-tutional toolsl free and independent ne s-
nedia (tc 8u,rrantee tlie free flow of informa.tio4) i an i.ndelenalent iustice system(as 6u.rr3n-
tee of a toveftme]1t of faw)i iRdet)endent electioEs coEairssions; independlent centr.il brinks
(to guarantee E]olret3rlr stabllity a4d tc stop the fli8ht of capitai); efficient and trofes_
6iona1 public officials; as well as neuttal anC professioBally-equipped security forces'

Electiorls alone do not bring about aledocracy, nor does denocr.icy occur
cuu(. People neei a rlo1itica1 6Pacer in rrhich leop1e ex?ress their op1rlions anC xequeEt
ihat theii 8overlurents put their affairs in order, rxithout be:ng shol by secu'ity forces'
People neeat a political space in tlhich leople nay decide ',rho shal1 Sovern then' In the
greater part of AfricaL' no sucb 6pace exists.- The lntire European union ,eveloprnent ?roglan shoule be exasioeil, not by to officials
alone or rer,resentatives of African Eovern&ents, bul by independent larties' ctherx/ise'
more money will be wasted."

?leas; help di,stribute this flier so that leop1e di11 be inforined! so as to denand that
such wanteful tdeveloldent aidr be 6topped, inroeCiately:

Iransl3tor's note: is a lonei-tirie political an.rly6t and journalist, vrith afEost a decade
of residence in Cential Africa' I can agree with the uaste andl ine:ficiency oi so-calfed aid
to irfr:ca, vrhich L agree should be sto!!ed' i stt,, sinxilsr r'Iaste and corrr'r?tio! under the
'i.,1. dlliance for i'r;tress in colonbia ib \961 and 1951i. The abuses of the ('aid ?!o8ran6"
are clear! but the proloseil Eolution ic aot. It alpears ti1;.t the author(6) of this flier
Ei(ivoca,te soroe tuiraculous chanSe in dfricanE' character. dssuredlyi a different people'such
as Drmes or Chiaese, would likely enhance ifrican clevelopment lrithout assistance. tsut I be-
lieve the ones who would rhelp' Atrica best woutd be tirose who left hfrica alone, since they
tlo l1ot understanil the /ifric€ms, a6 aforercentioEed. Sincerelyr lxic fhomson'



Itt! west rs oelng told to prepare lor an rnllux ot people escaprng envltonmental
catastrophes. These'climale'refugees should be treated the same as those wto
flee political danger, a foronto Stor atticle by Peter Gorrie quotes some interna-
tional exp€rts as saying.

The number df people tleeing the spread of deserts or climate-change impacts
such as d.ought and flooding is likely to hit 50 million within a decade and soar to
between 135 million and 200 million by 2050, says a director of the U.N. Univer-
sity.

This figure witl swamp the curreDt global total of refugees from war, genocide

andall otherthreats (19 miilion). while the problem grows, supporr for solutions is

falling.
The main curent problem is the spread ofdeserts, both because Earth's climate

is warming and because impov€rished people in drought-stricken areas are denud-
ing the land for cooking fuel.

The Canadians mi ssed two vital points: I ) Few countries in Afaica have an effec-
tile programme in place to prevent the desert ftom encroaching. 2) The effect of
goats (favoured by lhe primitive and the poor) grazing on dry lands can be cala-
sirophic, because they nibble and destroy the roots ofgrasscs, making it impossi-
ble for the grasslands lo rccover-

Poverty and climate change feed on each other: Once land is cleared of trees and

vegetation, it reflects more of the sun's heat into the atmosphere, warming the

climate. That, in turn, increases the spread of areas too dry to support vegetation

About 2 billion people live in dry areas threatened with becoming desen.

Plenty of solutioos are suggestedr Replanting vegetation, Providing renewabie

eoergy sources such as solar power, developing eco_tourism, and combating cli-
mate change by reduci ng :Ieenhouse-gas emissions. But, we are iold, "some areas

won'tbe habitable any more. People will
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have to leave, and they will ne€d the same

help as political refugees." There can be

no doubt about who will be expected to

implement these solutions. In times of
crisis, the poor and desperate do not re-

spect property, so feplanted viigetation
would quickly be swallowed up by the

human swarm; solar power plates would
be stolen; eco-tourism would be as im_

possible as it is in Zimbabwe today, b€-
cause of poaching, "Developed countnes

must prepare for a new class of refu-
gee," say the 'experts'.

Canada, the USA, Europe, Australia
and New Zealand are named as likely
targets for these 'climate rcfugees'. say

the 'international experts'. Does anyone

notice that these targeted countries are

among the last remaining First Wor,d
areas in lhe world?

During all of the thousands ofmillen_
nia of our planet's history, it has under_

gone dozens of cataclysms - continen-

tal drift and violent impact resuliing in

mountain ranges being thrust up,
droughts, floods, lethal gn. clouds.
erupting volcanos, earthquakes, reversal
of poles, expansion and shriokiDg of
polar ice caps, rise and fallofsea levels,
meteors crashing through our atmos-
phere down onto Earth. In the whole
period siflce life began, the survivors of
these cataclysms accepted responsibil-
ity for their own further survival, either
by instinct or by conscious choices - or
both.

lndividual dash and dare, group soli-
darit)', and the quiet processes ofevolu-
tion played their pan in the greatescape
from environmental disaster Whole spe-

cies perished. Whar extreme environ-
mental pressure must there have been
to force whales and dolphins, for in'
stance, to return to the sea! Big brains
developed. cultures and weapons were
fashioned, perilous treks \',ere uuder'
laken by the heroic across lan,l bridges
over the sea, precipitous moult3in passes

crossed, savage wars fought over re-
sources and territory The lion never lay
down with the lamb. The continuum of
development went on. And Homo sapi'
sns. that 'bad-weatheranimal', as Roben
Ardrey calls us, developed ftom hjs hum_

ble ancestors in all parts of the world.
However, nowhere and at no time did

fhlse altruism demand that iosers who

could contribute nothing and who had

destroyed their own envircnment Iike
locusts, or even those with 'bad luck' -
be welcomed in the sanctuaries so pain_

fully fashioned by the resourceful. If that
had happened, no development would
have been possible, and we would all
have become 'climate refugees' - but
with nowhere to go.

As DrPhil says, "wd dl, have choices.
We all need boundaries. " r.rd as Peler
Scholl-Latour r€minds usl "W! need a
cohcept of sacred self-intetert " Each
individual and clan has to look after itself
and the territory it fought for If it do€sn't

- as every lizard, elePhant, lion, mossie or
eagle knows in some deep, wise recess

of its being - it can expect ... nolhing.

IMPACT is an independen t bi-monrh lv
rev,e$'. while every reasonable eifort
is made ro ensure ll,e accuracY snd
soundnes\ ot thi\ publicarion, snch iq
not wrrrcnl?d. Neilher t!rlterr nor lhe

Dublrsher $ illbeirre(ponsrbilitv for rhc

ionsequenccs ol rny aoion! bJsed nn

,h. infdrm2riLrn or recommcndilion\
contained within. Furthermore. thev rc-
sene thc right to publish vicws con_
trary lo thei. owD, so lonS rs the mate'
rial isillumnutilrS-
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