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Thoreau luisely noteC the iuillity of lossession, thal L,re may be possessed by thin8s we

think we possass. ile pointed oul th.it possessions & proDerly are also cafiec "tra.s" &"en_
cumbr"ances." Slaves are, in tLeory, the Dro.orty of their n.isters! vhose constnnt :rttenticn
the slaves comrxand, by their verl lresence. In theorv, man is n:aster oirh:isr nachines' 

'11-
though these deviccs structure & occuny his life to a much qreater degree th.rn previously'
24-? ii f4cl. "I-abor-savinf devices" no,J denrive peonle of their leisure time on u scale we

never iroarrincC a fcrr years ago. .Jince fian's lifesr,.in is limited, Ite lives in time' so his
free time is nrecious. th:rt wi,iclt is rrecious is often scarce, so it is aDp:rrert thrt rhis'
technoloaiy .as reduced his linc lor leisure, cflen in the n.ime of leisure!

Lel's consider tvrannies of thc recent t):lst, 4r".,e11 described tyranny in'r1931r," & iirad-
bury descrjbed 1t in "fahrenheit 4r1." liuxlay described it in'rBrave I'lev/ ilorld'rr& i believe
tiat,;ufes Verne also lLad a go i1i ii. Such novels vJere based on lrevious experience, uith
the a.tdition of losslbilities derived fror conlenporarl socielies. The basic thefle i se{) in
;uch seni-fictional fortrayals of tyranny is that oI nind-control -imed at behavi or-c ontrol '

l':ind-control rclies upon inlormation -conlrol. 1n feneral, tyranny requires commlrnic.rtion
fron lha tor' down & finds ways to restijct comnunicaiion from sjde to side. I)uring the era
knoll1 3s the Cold .J.rr i{oax, bcth sides ol ZoG used their" Goyim as guinea pigs to test their

USSRresDective tvr.innies.
dach side used propaf,an(la. ln the / bloc, propaganda w.is clsguised as informaticn' with

some entert.ri.nment. In tlle U$A bloc! proluganda was distuised.rs enteriainment, lvith sone
infornation. The East ill-oc Goyin learned to distrust their 2;OGrs I in form3tion, I espe cia11y
,,,/hen its toulinq of'Dtenty' !.Jas contradicted by the empliness in their bellies' iiest 31oc
Coyim lrere genera]ly over-fed & un.lernourished . Their bellies were usually fuf.L, 60 they had

littLe lrrterest in infornation, unless it rnade then feel good. llence, tneir wee minds were
focusEed on propaganda .rs entert.iinment. ObviouslJ, l/cst-zcG was more successful with its
Ooyim than wis the more direcl ijCC of the l!.!st. l'Jhen the iew-balkster masters h.id enoulih of
their soviet Ex)eriment, they d-"cided to tiquidate & loot, in Primitive qloba1 cafital-isn'
tilus clearing tlie stage fcr a ne, Caslern lixperiment, & possibly another iew h:rvest' i'e'

lurini this'rCcId l'Jar" period, I noted ho,r' e:rch bloc restricted side_to-side com'cunica-
tion. East Berlin h.rci fe!,, cafes in which btr.rn8ers coufd converrie. such c.rfes were nart of
the surveillance apparat. East Gernan $ociety rv:r6 Iluite sesrecated: Iactorl' h/orkers vrent to
thejr factory cante,.n!i. irolice r,,ent lc r,ofice canteens. iience, conversations between, say'
plumbers & pirotographers, joiners S. journalists' vroufd be quite rare, not to mention sarf-
ors t salesoen. jn the.lewnited Stales, 1 noted the autofiobife or steel cocoon, perforned
tj1is job of conmunic;.tti on-segre8ati on qulte welf' as did the litt1-' suburban dwelfings' in
which one usually h:id no contact with his nei8hbors next door' Vlest ZcXl com utors usually
listened to propiganda as enlertainmenl to & from work. TlLen they !,Iould turn on thcir TVs

at home, lhereby iurtailing intra-faoily comrnunication to a Ereat extent' Cn public trans-
portltion of the 19:;Os I observed ho,,, strangers vr'on1d c:rsuaflv converse, often about rerson-
,l rrtrers best reserved for a cloctor's office. t\ol so in the 196Os, iI1 uhich lub1ic trans-
Dortation lassenfers shol'Jed reluclance even to chat about trivia_ A Gr'at Fear lactor h:r'l

set in amongst wlites: Iear of strangers' even i/hite ones. Jlt work' funchtifie conversations
,rere lreemaionically forbidden about sex, politics & religion, even as discussed by our
Iounding Felons. In our 'free' lsnd of ZOor one was free to shut ul, unless he wished to
discuss baseball 8ames, Frist, Iresenl & future. l;nder such a re8ime, I Preferred to eat ny

lunch in the p.irk' rather than 'do the drillrwith ny co-\,a8eslaves'
1'he Catholic Church Tyranny enjoyed :r totalitarian regime of indoctrination t' surveif-

larce ulth it6 system of sermons & confessions. Sovlet cofloissars could only envy that' so

their ZoG had io rely on secret police surveillance & information-f3thering in societies-in
,,fhich no one w.rs unpr:nished for speaki4S his ninal. The Catholic Church had its files of In-
quisition for suci people, of couise, & the soviet Bloc had thejr torture chambers as we1l.
in the fiitheaded lands of VJiiT-ZoG, the Goyim preferred to consume, ratlier than speak, &

their compltiints !/ere usually fer, & trivial. No particular attention vas laid to ideas' no

mritter how trulhful nor subversive' mlrch like preaching tr swilling hogs at a feedtrough'
Ilence, :i wee voice ol trutlt v/as both ianored, & drowned in a torrent of audio-visual dis-
tractions, unCet the ;03 ot the ,'/est, as it i5 to(lry'



))
ln the more pr'imitive, i... .re-electr:onic tyrarnies describei by Crlve]1 I aratlbury, t\e
rufers userl rJdio & visu'1 survclllance (:evrce.i, such as v:ide. caneras t mi cr"ophones ln
publ:ic r.rprlv.atcr pfaces, incluCin,, !ome:r' Tn. rrole:r fjovifl) uere to have no secrets ircir
Bip Jrcther (,iCG), nor; even the nosi:riviaf. i rrei ur. Lrith "198I"' so 1 Set those rv,'irm-

luzzy' feclings of nostalaia as I leave rv roon, where there are no r-rurveill'rnce caneras'
rc mj l.,nox1e.1ae, t! if tiler{: u,ere! I'd feel sorrv for t1o bo.odon I'd inflict upon llig tsro-
tlrer'sminions. In lhe corridor, ; an videotaled as l exit tile buildinl] which is otfici'1f-
ly a reside.ce, rather than .r CIA office. Cr the slreet, I an vjdeotaped bv canoras at in-
tersections. L,ownto,r.r, l an viCeotaped by survei llance cafier:Ls on c€rtain ZoG ii bankster
buitdinrls, with lhe additiolr of pan-zoom video caneras control-ed byrsecurity' personnel'
If I ever nceded an aLibi as to oy comings & going$, there are abundant resources:1t ttle
disrosal of defense counsel, provided triells cone bacl in fashion' rather than the fresent
policy of abduction, incarceration & tortur e before one is char"ged vrith sone olfensa'

tsut those .iavices are all exlern;rl, & do not encroacL on nry tifie & altention' ;lradbury
described his proles (Goyin) as rve.rrinE "seashellsi' or llug-irr audio receivers in th'ir
ears, for receivinA constarl proia[anda / entertainment wherever they were & whatever they
r,/ere doing. I see euch sheepl-. on thc street, where they do not hear traffic sounds that
rnight ot:lerwise vrarn them of approaching vehicles' so llradburf was lrrophetic in this re4ard'

?iiren I fir$t arrived in Browne$l Y:rkima in laie 199r' I sa" the mentalt:r-afflicted popu-
lation alki.nfi around, talkin;'to thenselves' for the nent.lI health clinic v/as in mv nei8h-
borirood. I:ow, ever rtlore sheerlo talk on celfphonejj! & n.Lxy stand on corners, srxoking & text-
ne6s.rgj.nE. /it], conversations .1re interrupted by cellphone ca1l6' at a}1 times, especiaUv at
the p;st office, vilere clerks are delayacl 8r confusad by customers whose transactions are in_
terupted by cal1s, & other cuslomers are held up in line' t.,hile their ceflphones rinS' rlith
sucn iabei t t"AU, """ included the squealin. & babble of swarrxs of me.tizo br.rts spawned

at taxpayersr expense by our Turd i{orld invaclers. I recall ulten post offices vlere prettJ
ouiet L 'businesslike, so irm givine away ny age' u one thought nothina of seeing i'Ihite peo-
p1e tliere. lloNadayE, seein€; ulhires any{here is renarkab}e. Iiere I am }moun, cordially, as
i'The old cringo," so 1 feel as if l.rn back in }lexico. Iiaturally' my spanlsh is very useful
lrere, even at this distance fror the Uexican border, & often at the post office' where i do

my bit to 6peed up the line ir in' lthen the clerk is not bilingual'
But back to lechnology: No mtltter llolr aalvanced it is' $re stl1f have 24 hours in a day,in

xhichtotiveourlives.Forne,animportirntpartoflivinsis].ivingr,,/ithoutinterruption
at work & at fei$ure- itrs not ri natter of privacy' but of freedom fron interference' If I
need to sleen' as we a1l do, sonetime, I don't li/ant that needed sleel to be interruJ'ted by

ca11s from tsombay alias liumlrai, offering me "such deaIs" on trash, &c. I therefole E,,iitch
off ny phone to rvoid being disturbed. ]n facti the best invention since the telephone is
lhe oi'F switch. I donrt c&re if Bi8 tsrother ZOG can listen to my domestic activities vi'l
lhe phone. I jusl donrt l,Iant hin shouting at me during a nap' That disturbarce is official-
t-vrecoenizedastortureteve[byzocisoldonltwjuinalyparticipateinsuchcrir,esanain-
"i 

ir"r""ity, especialfy hen the huGinity is lllvself' Anazin8ly, manv others do'
lvencoyimknowthatcellphonechatter{hiledrivingisfiabletocauseaccidents'br1tI

see them d;ive}ling to distraction while driving as I desperaiefy dodge then at intersec-
tions, a6 a petlestiian, practicallJ on a daily basis' obviousfy, Govim deem..u5e tf. 

":11;--,,pnonesHhiledrivingtobebad,on]-ylorotherdriverst-notthenselves.InllFahrenheit+,t,'
itre protagonist tries to understand a line of print amid the nass-media cacophony' without

"o""e.s, tlow lrould a student fearn a complex concept ar'1ld cellphone ca1ls frorl all over the
(or1d, at afl tinres of day o!' niSht? In aridition to such intel'ruptions, Irn sure the pr'os- 

-
pect;f such incessant inierruptions affects oners attention 6Dan' not to mention hi6 blood
pres{rure. Imagine Romeo & Juliel being interrupted in their lovenaking by such ca116: elec-
ironic coitus interruptus: .vJould any ;ualience care tc watch great love scenes with cell-
phone acconpaniment? if nol, vhy uould the audience nembers inflicl the same nuis:rnce upon

;hen6efves? I:y own question is Ilow we ma.Y exnect to maintain attention slans & ftenories in
the midst of ihe6e incessant distractionst so r{e may perform our functj ons competent}y: I
think that we nay see a,treat increase ln nental ilysfunctions due to this constant interfer-
ence witlL our brain activj.ties. Obviously' ue shafl see' lle may also see 'r 

gro\'ltr market for
Ritalin in our electronic society.

so tet,s hear it for Big llrotirer ZOcr lJitn l-pods, Blackberries, & ccllphones, he knows

sleenjnl"i ^" 
k".".;ii;; w.i.o "r-r,.; hF l.rlows "rhen we are oad or soorr & i/r'hcre

;;;.;: ;i,i- c;,."'"r,niov'; 1'' ie!/s sav' I'o rnqL ' sav: o,lro: r


