
Goering's Last Letter to Churchill

EADERS who hrd bcen fasci-

flated by the many exPlanalions

of the rise and fall of lhe Thnd

Reich in lhe lash of new books about

Adolf Hiller. will be much inlerested rn

what aDD€ars here lt is a trantlalion ol the

r."r of a tetrer to Winsron Chulchill from

Hermann Go€Iing, wrrtten only five days

helorc th. folmer Rechsmalshal dra_

malically escaped the S.llows bv takinB his

The €xislence ofthis last l'n€r h3sbeen

knNn to, feu. bul the tull l€xt in En8lish

rras nor been dhclosed unril Johan

Nuremberg,lO.l0.l946

Hetr Churchill!'- t;;;il;"* havc th. erhlaclion of ourlivins me and mv comrades in

-oi"",i",i' ''i""',"i 
i,,.'ii,i.',o .ons'u'uru'' vou ov; rhis Pelsonal rriumPh.and

i'ii'i"i"""" *i,r, *t i.t' ,ou havc biousht ir about You and GIcar Brirain have

li'irr"""ii"Ji"iii,i iiil, expense for rh-is succes' were I to consid'r vou simprc

-'-lii'ii" ,,,it""J. ir molc siqnificance than that of a sp€clacl' which you

;il "";;;;;;;;;" 
i" it. p.opti, *t'o, vou *unoeuvred inro rhe war asarnsr

iii ii*,.i dili"li-i;r.i, ai',-t io vo" r.'ii't' u'a Bohhevn conred€tares' rhen

;; il;;;;,,;i;;t;ir'" p"n'tii'u. t'our "t-v rir€ wourd arso rn rhe evcs

^a ^^"r.rirl h.ve been wasted on an unwoltny man My prrde asa Germrn and

;: #: :ili:il;;;;;;;-;b* German readerirn an hrsroric worrd st'|u88ledot'

:'^:':";;;;';" ;;.,e a iinqlc word over rhe desradins wlsariiv or rhc

l,iJalii.'.,,-ili;a uv rrre vicrorc in so rar ar learr cs ir applies to mv own

'#';;. ;,;.;: ;i;;; ,anirest and declared purPose or rhrs adminrsrratron or

il';: ';;;,i. 
-c;;;n 

people Ihemselves iirto rhe abvsmal deprhs or be'ns

::i;:-,; ;;i hu ,h.,emoldl of ihe responsible men of rhe Natronrl soc€lrst

!il;:i"";;;#;;.;;nJi"i "u 
.r.ii p."ru,ti'jes or rurure detence I hdve'

;;:;; i;;l;;;;;, whilh vou and vour arrres have dere'mmed rn adv'nce to

,'ii , r"* i.."r,r, * ,te hisrolic subjecr' l direcr Ihese lemarts ro vou because

:il;;;"";.";il#';1 r,,.* ..1' abour lhe itue bacrPround ut thrs war

and the Dosstbilirres oi avoidin8 ll oI ol enorng rt rn such a stage as would ntll be

'"i';;1"1;;-;; i;;. or Eu,op"' n""'it'"t'" vou lerused r" voxr own

;:;,1;.r ,o,,, ;;;;.; ;nJ vo* oi'r'' r 
'n'rr' 't"Ierore 

nor rair to cal vou in

iii?'iiri u.r"'i-iil rribunal or Hlsrorv and I direcr mv declalarron ro vou

schoeman, a Tlansvaal (Soulh Afdc')
publisher obrained a copv of lhe letler and

iranslaled it.
Polilical iournathit and olhers who have

examined the German copy of the texl are

convinced rhat ii3 contenrs are genuine li
is in rhe slvle, and includei many chaF

acr€ristic cxplestons. of Goerrng rn former

letters.

In th. vital interest ofaccuracy' this it I
stricrly lileral trrnslationi style has b?en

drsreaalded This EnSlish lranslatron It
copy ghled bY Johno Schoeman
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because I know that this Tribunal will, in duc course,name you as the man who,
Wilh BmDiriqn inJellieencc and enerrv cast down the European narions under
rhe wheels offoreisn powers.

Before History I establish you a! the man who, indeed, had the capacity to
cause the downfall of Adolf Hirler and his pol icat work, but who nevartheiess,
will nor he successful in placc of the fatten rnan in again raisrng rhe p,orectinq
slueld a8ainsl rhe Asiari( invasion of Europe. Your ambrlion il was to mainrai;
your position ov€r Cermany by means ofVecaitles, your fat. il will be thar you
succeeded in this. You pcrsonify th€ hardened obstinacy of your old.
Mast€r-people but you personify also the obstiMcy of th.ir old age, directed
against lhe last great attempts of rhe revived Germanic Power ro decide the fale
of Europe in the steppes of Asia and to safeguard it for the fulure_ lrnS aft€r
m-y responrbrliry will have tound its object've Judge in rhe furrher devetopmenr
ol evenrs, you wrll have lo assume responsibiliry for rhe tacr ihar rhe Iare bloody
war was not the lasr one which had to bc fought out for lhe vital interests ofthe
Conlinenr on rls own territory. }lou will have ro answer for the tact lh the
htoodhath oi verterdav wi[ be foltowed Av a srrl qrearer oni and G;iTf6;
wilt have to make irs srand for life or dearh nor at the Volqu but at ihe pvrcllees-.
It is my warm wish thal you will at leasr live to see the day on wbch the woitd,
and especially the Western nations, wilt hav€ to learn by bitter experienc€ that it
was you and your frrend Roosevelr who, &Lrhe ek. of a cheaD lliumDh ovcr
tr,rronat.sgsiitisr cerma-nv. sota rheir r'ri;; B;sh;;;liil;Gt l .:;;
mor€ quickly than you like and, in spile of your advancad age, you will rhus
probably still be active enoush ro see it daMr blood.red over rhe Brirish islands
also. I am corvinced rhar it will brinSyou all lhose terribtc surprises which,lhis
time, lhrough the torlune of war or bccaule of rhe G€rman Commandt
abhorrence of a complele degeneration of the struggte between our tindred
peoples, you have escaped. My knowledge of lhe narure and extenl of lhe new
we:tpons nnd projects which, Iargely due to your mitirary aid, have fallen as
booty lo the Red Army, empowers me ro make this prophecy.

You will. as is your cuslom, no doubt waste no tirne in writing good memoirs
and you will wri(e lhem all the bell€r because now none can hinder you in
reporting or concealhg jusl whal you wish. Nevertheless, you will be powerlcst
againsl lhose corrections which lhe devclopment of ev€nh, precipitated by you,
will unninchtugly underiake. l1 will then be your affair to give the peoples the
answer lo lhe queslions which you have nol given lo your sham Tribunal and
which you have r€fused io give, nol so much to us who wish to have to thank
your lailness for nothinB, bur to historical truth.

You ihink rhat you have arranged rhings cleverly by throwing this historical
rruth on lhe diss€clinB rable for the legat sophistries of a handful of ambilious
juridi.al subordinales, and allowing it ro be turned inro a dialectal trearis€'of
paragraph.quibbling, although you as a Brilon and a slatesman know all too well
lha1, by surh nreans. rhe vital problenrs of rhe peoples could not in the pasr be
solved or judged, and that they will nor be so solved in the future. I hale a
too.well-founded opinion of your strength and of the cunning of your
inl€llig€nce for me to think you capable ofbelieling the vulSar catchwords wilh
which you suslain the war against us and seek lo glorify your victory over us in a
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[**ltrs*ri,;*tfis**m

**Hr#nng*ftrnffir[ffi
;*'lm"t'irrUi*lii:iri*rr*rrl,lffi+rll"nffffi
ilflri{ih'il""l:.j:#,l#ti--l,li*l;illti*'"ffi'ji}
*'f;:T:*r"",:1";'." .t ::::r*, :,ilt lfl iillJ:i,ii':?'.'#i::tii:,Hx
Yil,:'il:il""ll."T',":IH:l,l'1ili,1"il,";'ffi'r.,gili *i'ii i""p'*ur'

.-tritqll*:ililt{,i,',i''ffi 
:,u,ti:}},H:;ffi ;

lf "#:'4.1ffi :rtl'f;H'r""X'nl"f i*"" **. *'ou8h irs verv torrapsc levense

r.#,;i**i:*'iru1"*tl'*t*l',',":l-",:;,{,"'"J','ui1i
IJ:rillJ" ::t+l'; 

il;:l lif"1iL'1"",1i1x,'"'i."'fr"fl ,"JJr H::'ii:[
.ounr'y *,tl soon halvest tt'" tl'il'-lt..i,a 

in our case (ramcly: rhar our
experiinced cvnic' would.nor admrr,as-v;"',.iii" 

"oi"rry 
1", ci'r-v u,

srrirggle in rhe Lasr was the htcn"',".:':I'"::;;',ilir""'ion'io,.rr ..,i 
""a

"J':",;,[5"t:'gJ:1,'idi{:i:i.,l"JJ J}+,i:}:;l n,,i*t,;:
*ii1H:,:::i:'l'",rqiTii:"{i[f l.dJ#tlir"*tni'hii*l
,t means io fiehr agarnn lhh opponent an

.ho knows no law. and that vo' *nno' opi*t him successfulD eilhelsith

nt:i::'r iil"":lr'i,:"':.Y,:tilli1,qllil,#,:,,r# 

''i 

r:iirt
principarr) a quc'rion of rh: '*'o':l':". ::';'":;:";.*""a i.l 

'r'. 
*u",ui.n "ri,o*.*,. nor utrered a sin8le wold,thar 

I?XJ"'"; ili." i;r"*o ,or a qua,t€r or
rersonable condiltons of life' ol whrcn lI ni



lack ot undersranding andjealousv of Gelmanv'
'"'i",', .,." *i[ ,t. 

'r;nd 
beneath rhc r€sult: rhar rhis era of the liquidalton

ofi",-mn"v trom t'ittoty.hallcnges thc cxistenc' of Europ''- -. i" 'i,-,r'" "ir,r.rrenlth ofmY p'ople is unshakable This People willb€

*,iil,""lia''i,rijr,i iiij.i it'* vo" il"r'ir pains me thar it is handed over ro

il""",iffi ;;;;' or ierenaini itselr and rhat ir now also i' onc or rhose

i,'ir""" "i,iln, 
*r,",,tt"nks to vour success' now face not an agc ofprosPerous

Ijll'r"i,j' l'r,. i.."i'iirii;.ent oithosc comrnon tasks set bv sood sense ror rhe

"-"j"t "i ,r,. wesi' tut the Sreatest comrnon 
'arastroDhe 

of their common

ff.]il".i i*,," ."*ii tr,e disp-ute over exceses *ilh which rishtlv or wronslv'

i',I";1,';;fi';;;;;;ii"'r, .ol'"'p""a' *i't'"' '" 
mv Points ofview nor to that

:;H"d,.*""-;;;t:r;.';;J ui* o'"' rt'*' '*"".' which have been committed

l" ;:,;.il;."; oir rt ar of vour atlies againsr fl lions ot Gelmans FoI I know

il:i;#;"*; ;i,;i; oi"ti*t, vo' t'aie maae the ?,,hore Gelman p€opr€ thc-

:;i:.;';i:Jr"ili';;..ies oran'extenr ne'er p'eu'::lr l::l,o llln:l,l:':,.",1

Your name slands beneath all the PrinciPal documents of this ela of Briiish

,nd srubbornly e!r4!arg4j!d

HERMANN OdRINC.

ffiffi=ii"t=:5i^-i:.1ffir""* obiecr in vi€w d'oe' ro

-ill','ii,i'.i,'.'." ii;ffir 3,a:' o*1'*-il:'i1:f.,:"1.'31:'11*:
Il,I'"'"ili.il"Jr,ia. i;*'..ra'ur6"aia and steadv pursuit or vou-r a''ns

;;;;;i;J.'"; which were wercome ro vou as subsequenl evidencc fo. the

i,iii,il,"i," i ,.,i **avol Lssr.er-lecav as mils and the-llatlonar'ses6-list

t'iii;ffi ;i;a,;';,!,!".:.-r["!tqffi#"J.bi"ill:11##*i
I ",, .,.,,-,H".r i. ^"r nrdoment ol voul power

I l#t#i,;i,;;;';i; v", il"ai"'i"*' 't 't'e 
wortd poriricar nec€sslv or

"'gi;ffi il ;;;";;ui ce,manv ror ttretxisrence or rhe-EitiltLlmgtre-sllo
i **hi,' -1, iL"nrr' and our means wire-ndt sufficienr ro wrins llom vou'

I"'f ':1, "",1 ;:i,"i:ii";,;;i":;; ;;;"' rnowtedse rhar rhe riquidation or

iliJi,,,,iii''i,'r'iL:,ii t.ilnin&or rhe riquidalron or ile B.rislt wolrd'powet we

io.ji'iili ti.i" ,,"a *;d ea; accordins to hk Iiw' I according ro rhe new law'

it", *i".tir,,. i".* rt 
"lready 

too old; vou accoldins ro the old law tol which

in'.i,,.". i' * r""g", ;nrPoriant enough torhe world
""i ";;il ;;;; ;;s" mv *av ro thi end in thc sule consciousness rhat as

c.,."r'x.*rif s*i,f 
'tt 

i *"s. 
'n "prrt 

ot e'"tvrhing aho a better European

:;;.,;, i i;;;; ;h; '.'dicr 
ovel thi; carmrv ro posretirv' whele in accotdance

*li'r, i", 
'r'"."," 

*rr' v", mav belong and [ve as lons as postible'?erhaps tsare

;lii ,ii:i, ;i;;;";;:i";ci wilictr vo-u tra'e otrerea me: or reavins behind in rhe

i?f,.o il.&:;;';;;;i'"-*tih*i'.'t" P'"i"-' vou wourd not have ac'[cd

;;i:;";;il'; ;;, i;.;iment or cermanv h*'""' "hqJ?t-4':'"ii,rhii:

38 THE AMERICAN MERCURY


