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Introduction

ln May 2001 the National Consultative Co,nmittee oD Racism a,rd lnterculluralism
(NCCRI) established a system for rccording incidents relaled to mcislll in lrcland.

Incidents are anal)sed aDd conrPiled inlo si\ uronlhl) rcports. lhcrc halc bccn leD

repo(s to datc. This is the elcventh rePort. \4lich colert thc period Jantlary - June

2007. The rcports aim to:

. Prcvidc an overview ofracist incidents reported to the NCCRI in thc giveD six
mouth period

. Draw out the key issues arising from the i,lcidents logged

. Make reconrmendalioDs to a range ofrelcvant actors.

'lhe incidents includcd ir this report have bcen fonlarded by victims. witncsscs al]d

Doll-govemmenlal organisations on behalfofthe victims. includiDg key organisaiions
working with Travellers. refugees a,rd asyhrm seekers and migrants. Other iicidents
have been reported directly to the NCCRI by the victims.

The data lhat is generated by this reporting s)stem is prinrarily qualitative and

ind;caiive ofkey issues that need to be addressed. This rePo docs not aim to provide

a conrprehensive list of cvery rrrcisl incidcnt in Ireland. lndeed.!idcnce from olhcr
countrics tends to revcal lhat Nith all such rcporting systems. sllethcr stalutory o.
voluntary. there is likely to be significaDt under-reporting of incklenis llowever the

NCCRI reporting mechanism plays an important role in complemenling othcr slstenrs
suclr asrhe Equalil) Aullrorir) Li((\\ort arrd Crr(lx record'

organisations and individtlals reporting racist incicieDts have also been eDcotrrlgtd to

report the ircidenl lo the releva,rt aulhority responsible for investigaling and

addressing the conplaint. for exanple. the Cardai (racist crimc)" the Equality
Authority/Equality Tribunal (discriminfllion in the workplaoe, discrimi,ralion in the

provision of goods and services etc.) and local aLrlhorities (grafJiti. harassment on

local authority housing cstates etc.). In addition the NCCRI also encourages

individuals and organisalions to report arliclcs or broadcasts in the national. regional

or local media which they conskler to be offensive to nliftnily cthnic grotrps. In a

small nunlber of instances. thosc inYolved in or reporling lhe incidenl only wanl lhe

incidcnt to be logged by the NCCRI with no lirllher action talien. These rcqLrests have

lhe NCCRI focus on a policy response lo thc racist incidents identified. Wc do Dol

purport to respond to every racist iDcideDt reported to our office but to highlighl isstres

such as gaps in servicc provision and wc seek to encourage a Dational and k)caliscd

response to irrckienls.

Repo ing iarnrs cm bc lccessed lhrcugh thc NCCIil $cbsir! !!r].rt!drqu
I The six nroDlhl) ..pons arc.rho aviilxble on our \!ebsil. $\ s nc..i .onrinrLnirali(n$ ltlnl

' [or oi]lcial nrtislics reeading r.oi.ll) nx,tiral0d crinr.. scc Gn aAnnuall(epo 2004il
\vNw.!.d..i.



Anrlysis of Data
. There have becu about 54 racist incidenls reportcd lo the NCCRI between

January 2007 to June 2007.

. Two thirds of the incidents reported representing .ppro\imalely 70% where

reported from the greater Dublin arca. n boul l0% outside ol DLIblin.

. Outside of Dublilr, one incident was each reported in Newport. Co. fipperary.
Kildare- Wicklow. Watedord. hvo in Longford. two in Calway. three in
Dundalk, thrcc irr l-imerick. one in Abbeyleix. Co. Laois. a,rd thirty-five cases

were reportcd to have happened in the Dublir area. Four incidenls were

iIlerrrel rclated.

. fhc breakdown shows i \vidc range of peoplc experilncing racisnr including
thosc ofAfiican desceDt. peoplc frofl easl a,rd central Europc and menltlels ()1'

lhe Travcller conl,nunit)

. The mqiority of ircidents \vere laryleted at adtrlts. mostly male. Ilou'cvcr
childrcn .,vere presenl in so,rc of the incidents. Once again oLn findings
indicale lhat people ofall ages and gcndcr arc experiencing racisn iD lrcland.

. Sta(istics reveal again lhat racism is being cxperieDced rcgardless ol
sorncones legal stalus. Rcfirgees and as)lum seekers. Irish and EU citizeDs.

including Travellers and non-EU cilizens. lnixed mce are cxperierrcing racisnr

in lreland.

Number of Incidents reportcd

'l'he incidents reported relatc to three mairl areas. which irrc:

Report Ptriod Covered \umbcr of lncidents Reported to tIe
\CCRI

I Ml]v - october 2001 4t
2 No! loU l- April l00l 40

3 Ma! - oclobcr 2002 61

Novembsr 1002-April 200'l 48

5 Mav - October 2003

6 Nov.'mb<r l00i April 2004 42

7 Mav - October 2004 10

8 November 2004-Dec 2004 22

9 .lan,r11rv-.lune 2005 8l
t0 luh- D(cembcr 2U05 ifr
II Ln,rrrv - iune 2006 25

12 Julr Deccmber 2006 40

l3 Jar JuDe 2007 52



. AblLse a,rd harassment

. Misinformation and circulation ofoffensive miterial

l. Assaults, Abuse and Harassm€nf

Racist abuse. harassment aDd in some cases physical altacks were the most common

forms ofincidents reported to the NCCRI.

Efimples:

. ln DubliD, an lndiarr man alleged that he was called racist Darnes such as

"terrorist and f king Paki by a white lrish man-

. A prominent member ofthe Jewish community iD lreland has been receiviig
racist e-mails including 'Why do['t you go back io lsrael? Irish people want to
limit immigratior and people like yourselftry to superimpose your will on the
wishes oflrish people'

. A group of youths brokc down the front door and through ralv eggs at a

Romanian natioDal ir Dublin and shoutcd lacisl abuse at him c.g. you (lyPsy

bastard'

. In Galway, a landlord has had his house picketed by protestors with placards

bearirg slogans about'absentee landlords'. He believes it is because his house

is rented by Travellers.

. All AfricaD taxi driver had these words yelled at him wheD he complaiDed that

a white taxi driverjumped the queue in a taxi rank in Galway. "l dor't give a

fx*k, you can get you black a**e back to your own country". .

Delivery ofPublic and Privrte Sewices

There have been a number of incidents reported to the NCCRI iD relatioD to the

delivery ofpublic and private services. The followi,rg servc as examples:

. A couple, ofChinese ethnicity gol on a Dublin bLE and left their pram iD the

appropriate place leaving enough space for another pram. Later on, anolher
woman got on wirh a pram. The driver started shouting al the Chinese coLrple

to move their pram elsewhere but didn't ask the lrish woman with a pram to

move her pram elsewhere. The driver spoke very rudely to the Chinese couple

and passergers started telling him he was racist. This resulled in the drive.
threatening to call the Cuards. He pulled the bus over alrd refirsed to go aoy

further He asked all the passefigers to get down and take another bus to their
destinations.

. Another Dublin bus driver from Romania clftimed he lvas victimised b]
aDother drivef (lrish). He said he was racially abused and racist comncnls
rYere made about his daughter.
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Misinformation and the Circulrtion ofOffensive Materinl

. The NCCRI received complai,rts about oflensive and alarmist iDformation
circulated by candidates associated with the lmmigration Control Platform

. Notices have been circulated in Limerick City by an organisation called

"Movement to save Ireland" stating "MULTICULTURAI-lSM IS EVIL. TLIE
IRISH PEOPLE REJECI IT - "mass immisrfltion is harming you and lotrr
children".

. AIso in Limerick. copies ofa poster targeting a prominenl member ofthe
Jewish community in Ireland with her photograph said. 'This Israeli promotes

multiculturalism here. In Palesti,re. the nalives are murdered. Here the

ZioDists can't quite murder the Irish yet, so they promote multiculluralism to
harm them instead .

. During the world Refugee Day Awards event ilr the Civic offices ofDublin
City Council, newspaper pholographs depicting Airicao women with .acist

slurs soperimposed over them were pasted on display boards prior to the

. A website for taxi drivers ww\y.taxi.ie had oomments ofa racist and offensive

nature in its discrlssion forum/chat room section.

. The NCCRI contirues to receive some racist and offensive e-!nails tbllowing
media atten(ion ofour work. The NCCRI also receives many e-mails of
support.

R€.ommendntions and FurtherAction

The NCCRI would make the followiDg reconrmendations based on an analysis of
reported racist incidents between Jan and June 2007.

A Press CouDcil has been established by the Government. which has been

broadly welcomed by the NCCRI although we have stated our concerns and

reservatioD about its Potvers

The NCCRI *,ill be seeking to bring together key slakeholders from the taxi

irdrstry to addtess a number of problems including racism towards black taxi

drivers by some other drivers

The Gardai in partnership with the NCCRI laLlnched a posler to encourage the

reporting ofhate cri,ne as pa( of iDterculltrral \!eek. March 2007

A discussion paper on responding to racism as a crime was published iD Maroh

2007 as part of the National Action Plan Against Racism. The report was



undertaken by the University of I-;merick as part of the Natiolal ,Action Plan

Agairst Racism. The final report will be published iD the autumn of2007.

ln Jure 2007, The NCCRI in partnership with the UNHCR re-launched an

updated information leaflet challenging the myths and misinformation on
Asylum Seekers and Refilgees

The NCCRI contacted the moderator of r!wwtaxi.ie to remove racist poslings

on their chat room pa[t of the website. Ihe postiDgs were removed after the
NCCRI contacted the Irish Times and subsequent media attention. The website
has also issued guidaoce to prevent futrre mis-Lrse ofthe website.


