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leaves legacy of hate' 
, , . 4 ,  

Aryan Nations founder 
saw movement spliiter 

before his death 
By S A I U H  KERSHAW 

l k  xerr y u r k l i i  

SUTlZE - Toward theendof 
his lifc. the man who was onm the. 
nation2 most visible face of white 
sup~m:uy, a Nazi-uniti>m~-wc;u- 
in& ji\ekt*)Otd i~kr)lo~pe whorl1 
his mitics c d l d  -the grandfather 
of hate.- was a fri l  old widower 
g ~ s p i q  fix hrc;tth in a tiuy donat- 
LYI IIOILV. in noithem Id;$lo. 

And when he d i d  in hh slccl) 
M'cul~~eday :~t RG, Kiclianl htler.  
who bundcd t l~e  i\ryan Ni~tions in 
Lhc 1970s. hxl &early 10ng ago 
lust his power and influence over 
tllc! ralicid right, a cr~llt~tion ofex- 
trcinht suhaltures, militiis iu~d 
ntm-N;wi olfsl~x~ts thitt his n~uve- 
nwnt spawned. 

Still. the detith ol one of the 
foaa~lersofll1e30thmntctrywhitc 
%paratkt movenicnt sibprls tlrc 
end ofadl;y>tcr in tile niltion's so- 
cial hi\toty I\nd it wrt;iitdy mnrh 
the hilurc ofMr. Butlcr'~ar~~bition 
to cre;btc \rh;~t he had cnvisioncul 
as "an autonomous Arpn home- 
land- in the Reific Northwest. 

'fiatlci.i death, in a way, mm.uks 
the end of an cr;< said Daniel 
LcvitlS, authnr of The Tnntrisf 
N u t  Ikwr: The Militiu M c n t o ~ m t  
a d  tk Rarlinll Rixht. 'Rut it cer- 
tainly is not rcmoving somctxxly 
from the scene who wa. actively 
playing a rok of any grcat signifi- 
cantrat the timeofhis death." 

Mr. Butleis brand of whitc su- 
premacy was heed on a thmlogy 
known as Christian Identity, com- 
biningahcrctid interprctationof 
thc B~hle and a belief that Jews 
rerc Satanic and blacks 'mud 
~ p l c . '  

Bcfore thc scams of that movc- 
ncnt began to eomc apart, Mr. 
Rutleis 20-acre ompound in the 
?incforatcd hills of northern 
[daho \*as a gathering spot fo- 
svhvhilc supremacists. 

But Mr. Butlcr had become in- a 

within the radical right,' Mr. Levi- 
t;rs said. 
Mas expertsagm: thatthough 

whitcsuprcmrrcymaybcebbing, it 
hxi mttainly not died along with 
Mr. Butler. Indeed, there are signs 
on the Internet and in rallies that it 
may still bc thriving, &om Wash- 
ington shtc to \Vest Virginia, al- 
though in ncwforms. 

'Is the radical right in trouble, 
faltcrir.g and fading away?" said 
Mark i'otok, who track5 &emis! 
p r  . for the Southcrn Po>erty 

:rcasurgly iwlated 
'Christ~an Idcntct) long ago 

od ~ t s  Lnd of heecmon~c s w a k  I 

emmeat militias and ~ N i d i .  
a new dogmahas begun to spread. 
drawing on Odinism, a ptechris- 
tian thmbgy that features Norse 
deities and derives iti name fmrn 
thecbchrefgod, Odin. 

Skinheads and other sepa&t 
p u p s  who haw rejcaed Chris- 
thldentityrndrdwn to0di&m 
bc~:tusc it rids them of the m&q 
problem of having to contend *+ 
Christian vaiua like twmpassign 
ad forgiveness and fnxs them to 
justify violeuw, said k d y  
rak, a prufksor of x d o l u p ~  & 
I'ortbuwl State University and di-' 
rwWr of the university> tl;@ 
Crinic~: Kesamrd~ Nehvork ,. 

Mr. Blivuk and other enp& 
trace t!~e~seofcdic,tlsubct~ltur& 
likc (hii~~isln to the tunnoil ill t l s  
white suprcn;:uy movement. For 
w n d  ycm it has bwn riven by 
infighting philo~opliicd friction 
and fdI-oEs in n m i t n ~ c n t  

'iid21y there MC ahrut I7 A r p  
Nations chapters across the cnua- 
try with a total of 300 or so nlcm-. 
krs, 6 p - e ~  that iuc ZI $ i d  tu a 
half of what thcy wcm in tlle 
mid-8ac, according to the South- 
em Powrry f;lwCcnter. 

And Mr. Butler left no heir ap- 
piucnt wlwn he diirl in n house in 
tIi~yd+m I&, M;tho, that h;d 
been given to him by n follower ;r(- 
ter Mr. Butler went bankmpt and 
lost hhcomp~nd .  

mngspt worscfor the n*liviJ 
right &er thc Okl.ahoma City 
bombing in 199.5 and the eon\%- 
tion in that attack of one of it5 
members, Timothy McVcigh. 1%; 

LawCcnterinMon~mcry,Ala'l known paramilitary groups arid 
don't thinkso. 1 think it's yet 'again milttias with roo& in places 11kc 
starting to morph." Montana and Washington state 

?bough it may have iost its numbered 171 in2003,downfrom 
dominance, Christian Identity is 8% in 1996, according to the Im  
still strong within the whitc su- center. 
premacy mo%rmenf patticulnrly .hcricans in this day and age 
in the South. On thc rise, experts arcnotatall keen on the ideaofbe- 
say,arepupslikconeinPortlm& ing rccmitcd into 5iolcnt rcvnlu- 
Ore, called Volksfmnf ahich says tionaiy oqanizations whose mn- 
it champions whites' civil r i g h ~  Fion is to asasinate puhlrc 
while rejedingracial violena offiuaki,"Mr Levitassaid.'It is not 

In the Pacific NorthwesLa ba+ a very sellable idea in a post-9-11 
tion of white separatism,anti-gor- uvr1d.' 


