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[of the Urree 199o's gnoups rnentioned onh AilA nouu erigt. The odrsre werE set up and
ehut down. Only ilidtael Brander'e wiee leadership epared ue the cam€ fate- sTE\tE, 19.2.qO96

"Rompcr Stom1pr," an Australfurn motion piclure that depicts savage violence by Skinhead toughs,
has brought worldwjje attentionto Australia's Skinbads. Although the story on which the film is
based is imaginary, there are indeedfa,pipl Skins Down Under and sorc of thea actually.likefthe

XH,"o,;1::'jJf*::iffi l;:11ilff"'*Tu""no,ll,i,#::ffi m;,:lf ,f:,:*'
Asians into the country."

According toihe Executive Council of Australian Jermy, Skinhead numbem have fluctuated over the
past &cade from a relative few to 300 to 400.{here are Skinheads in most state capitels, some
affrliated wi& sucb neo-I.lgai gru+s as the Australian Nationalist Movement, Australian Natioryl
Action, and the Australian National Socialist Movement. Both the Australian Nationalist Movement
and Australian Natronal Andon tgcceqpd in reoruiting Skinheads*ln 1993 and 1994. As many as
one-third tqone-hal€of the participarts in National Action rallies have been Skins.

White Australian Resistance

Two newracist Skinhead gru.rys have made their appearance of late. One, a Sydney group cziUfnE
itself Southern Cross Harnmer Skinhea{S, has adopted the motto: "We must secure the existence of
our people and a future for white children." (This expression, common among far-right activists in
the United States, is known as "the 14 words," and was originally coined by David Lane, an
American neo-Nazi terrorist serving a long prsion term. It is noteworthy that the expression is now
being used by an Australian Skinhead group which has also borrowed from its American cou$ns the
tem.,l'Ila^mmer Skinheads.')fhe otlrer Skinhead gang, WhiteAustralian ResistanceWAR), located
in lvldbourne, apparently adapted its name $pqr the California-based U&i@
(WAR). The hd of the lat&er grmp, TomMetzger, has boasted on his telephone hotline abotrt the
formation of the Australian organization.fl]

Aussie Skinheads have a record of violeme similar to that of their cotrnterparts the world o1glr. From
L987 to 1989, National Actimmemhers in Syd.pey - some of them Skinheads - actively harraS5ed
prrti-apartheiil activicts and mernbers of homosexrgtl organizdions. On January 27,1989,two
National Action Skins fired bullets into the resideice of the Sydney-based repiesentative of the
African National Congress.

In..199.9, Special Braruh detectives in Sydreyroncluddd that Australian National A*trion had been
qlcouragiry Skinherds to mount "a campaign cif terrgr" to distract attention from the Action group's
ii-rivir violent activities. The annual report of Australia's Security Intelligence Organization, released in
May 1990, indicated that extreme right-wing goups had shown "a clear potential to cause distress to
sections ofthe Australian community, and perhaps threaten life."

Morp recerCy, there have been further repa*ff sporatic Skinl@d harassment of Asians and Jeg,s.
IqBrisbane in tv{ay 1994, Skinheeds of ttie Austrafian National Socialist Movemdrt ptas*rea tfff
sylilffiie of the Brfubane Hebrew Congregation with porters and grqffti. In February 1994, four
Skinhead females, chanting "Romper Stomper," attacked four Asian girls with a knife and table-leg
clubs at a Melbourne railway station. Train passengers were also reportedly harassed.
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On lvlarch 26,1994, some 20 neeNazi$kias in full regalia goose-stepped single file into a mall in
downtown Adelaide shouting, "Seig Heil" and "Heil Hitler." Their march soon turned into a rampaS,
resulting in at least 15 injurirp and four Skinhead arre$s \ passer-bi said "It was like a neo-Nazi
riot in Europe you see on TV."

ttAsian Invasiontt

Several weeks later, Adelaide, still reeling from the Skinhead riot, was the scene of Australia's
biggest neo-Nazi demonstration in several decades. The rally, sponsored by Australian National
Action, included many Skinheads, along with bikers and other neo-Nazis. The 80 to 100
demonstrators gathered to denounce proposed anti-racist legislation. A nearby crow$oft@s
hoc4&rrNational Actior'Ieador.Mk*lael Brarder, as he railedagainst "tlre Asian inyasion" and
the "threat of Australia losing its identity to the Asian capitalists." Another National Action street
demonstration, in an Adelaide suburb in December 7994, featured anti-Asian and othetbigoted'
chants.

Australia's bloodiest SHriolerre of the 1990's has pitted neo-Nazi Skins against each othr (a
somnlln occurrence in other countries as well) In 1991, Skinhead Colin Irvine, whose bedroom was
adorned with swastika flags and pictures of Hitler, allegedly murdered a fellow Skinhead, before
being shot dead by polige- On*il 2l2lfro, a Nation*Action memberin Sy&ey mur&red a
fellowskinheaAatfJ,*ler's birthday pirtJ The victim, David Noble, of Adelaide, was killed by
Skinhead Dave Sweefinan, with the aid of fellow neo-\g[]!artin Bayston and Sean Shilling.
During Sweetman's trial he shouted at journalists, "Y{.Ziorifft maggots are going to get what you
deserve, Sieg HeiI!" Sweetman was convicted and is preffitly serving 20 years in Pentridge prison.

There is a limited Skinhead music scene in Ausfialia. One band, Fortress, has produced a recording
entitled "Seize The Day," according to the British skinzine Last Chance. Asked by last Chanceto
describe the aims of Fortress, its spokesman replied, "The band follows a white raciaVnationalist
stance ... The songs are about being a Skinhead today, the plight of the white man ... heros like
Rudolf Hess." Other Australian bands mentioned from time to time in British and American zines
have been Open Season and White Noise. (Anti-Defamation League,10-12)

1. A Skinhead gang in Sweden has also adoped as its name the Swedish tranlation of White Aryan
Resistance (Vitt Ariskt Motstand).
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Disclaimer: not all skinheads are neo-narjs or white supremacists. There are many
skinheads who are non- or anti-racist, and who come from a variety of different religious
and cultural backgrounds. Nizkor recognizes their achievements in anti-racism: they are
part of the traditional, non-racist skinhead subculfure and are not the perpetrators of the
hate crimes discussed here.

http://www.nizkor.vex.net/hweb/orgs/american/adUskinhead-internationaVskins-australia.htrnl 4l0ll99
TluNizkof Project
wrilmaster@pizkor.org
HfWKen McYq

Director: Ken McVai" OBC
Financial Support

May 13, 1997


