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COMN/
After the "Liberatlon.tt

Comparisons
show SA

hasproblems
n.lODAY we publish some comparative stat jstics of' I'Oecrlmeratesin sixcountsIesandlookathowI rahs for particular ffirnes compare m five cities,
Ihe comparison is not an exact or scientific assessment
but the appmxhation is nonetheless instuctive.

It is clear from a casualperusal oltheflgures rhal
. there aJ€ problerns in other Darts ofthe world,

But what ls rcally startling ls just how much $eater
ou.rpmblem iE.

ln the UDited States with its popriation of293 rillion
people, 16 137 people were murdered in 2004. h South
Aftica with a populadon ofjust 46 milllorl we had 18 793
mulders in 2005. 'mis eqllales lo a rate of40 murderB per
r0O 0m ot the populatio;compa.red withiust 5 Der 100 000
intheUS.

In Irndon wherc the poDulauon is ?.S mlllion, they
had 1'78 murders. ID New York with 8.1 mllion people
they had 5,{) murde$. ConDare tl s with CaDe Town
whoso population of 3 tDillion saw I ?57, and Johannes.
btug with a similar populadon where 2 19I people wpre

Statistics for burglaries ahd drug-retated crtmes
reveal thal other couDEies have a sisniftcant Drobtem.
Whal distlnsuishes South Africa from $e rast is the
numh€r ofmLnes with violence hvolv€il

the doomsayer€ who have beeh publishing anecdotal
accroults of South African crime on thelr websites in a
bid to put touists ofr comlns to this country have been
crldcised for their cnrde efforls to forre soiernmenr to
take acdoD on clime. And, dshtly. thev have b€€n crti-
cis€d for the halrxl lhey aIe doing to the economy.

However, there is something ro be said lor drawing
attention to the issue and ii is one we need to engage
with actively.

'Ihis week Cap€'Ibwn saw a range ofhorrifyiDs vio-
lent c me8. On Monday night five puplls were shot in
thet sleep as they hid together after trouble with a gang
at their scbool On Wednesday a young woman wasihoi
dead in the cellDhone shop where sbe worked.

On I'lursday a ganA ofrcbb€rs kill€d a ma! when he
pulled up at a shop as they were fleeing the crime scene.

Or€might yesterday a woman and her two ilaughters
were Bhot by a man who fired into thelr home.

Ihb is an arccdotal list ard it is all lnexact reflection
ofwhat happmed in the city this week there js a Bcat
deal more we have Dot rerrorled

ll is a.ll too depressing lo cohsider that next week v,,e ll
beable io draw uD a sim arlist.


