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oHospitalswon't

copewithrisein
MDRTBcases'
aNsorHoM u(' t ,r
Health e News \r\U I
DECENTRAI-ISING the treatment of
multidrug.iesistant tubercutosis
(MDR-TB) to cornmunitv tevel is the
way forward because the numbers
will becorne so big that it wil be
imposs)ble to continue outtins
palients in hospr ta.1 for six m;nthq -

This is the concept that ts gainins
support among TB researchers. scien-
tists, activlsts, doctors. nu$;s_ the
World Health Organisation, the UN

Therc is also agreement that ihe
pKrspect of a six,month conlinement
in a hospital, the rursrimulatins hos.
pilalehvironmentand ihe hish-death
rate are deteiring people from seek-
ing a test or cornpleiing treatme$t.

Many delegates attendins the 38th
Union World Conference on Luns
Health agxee thai most of the MDR.
TB patients are not defaulterc ardwil take th€il trcatment if it is
offercd in thet commun ies

"The responsrbllity rs taken awav
from p€tjents and they are sent int;
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18%of worKorce
lusHfV. deaths
hebleinprime
group,srveyfinds
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. Atso. latest estimates wpB
r.lat more than 18 

" " 
of t ha *.;

rorce was utectea UthmV 
_'

ii1'h"i),ixtn'flt#'#

tr*rflT#ilid#f,r::;

"we saw a aerreai.T" ,oo. i
ana tterewere comments laltr ]ttr.r, t rt tt 

" "p:a"mi. r,,-aTrll
oursed, but rhe folowinp ;;
iff-"i::,"*::," ::Hl""'ii*
txiii,"j*t:,i ::ii,.,,;
",,*xltii'"il,x.#JTli.i."jaoout the economy rrrrasini.I
rure. socieiy and commLrnirv

- lnrs d,sease neo.ls i^ h-Iought on every trunt k,i;

;ithr,rl$$'i:ixffxi;

. 'Urro.t-rt"tv t"il"- "*tne lvorst oI i t, as the tare$ A+i-
mates show that HIV/Ai.ts;ii,
sooh accoult for more dea ihJ
#ilrhan ;.very 

other cau;;

- MacFarlane said the tatest ]

:B-ures snowed a decreasp ;" i
rffe(tion rates, but ri w"" r_ I
eafly.to sta_rt celebrabng. i

'Centralised MDR TB care is a death sentence'
From PagP 1

isolation,' Vuyiseka Dubula a TB'
HIV activist in Khayelilsha, told

bysatellite meetins co.o inatod
DoctoN Withotlt Borders.

''Howcan lou lelt a sirqte mothcr
.f five. whohasnosuDport, sht'wjllbe
sent alvay fbr rtlatmcnt rnd hxs io

''l']eople would rather diir at hom.
undrasnos"'l than ru tu J nl!'r
(man!) dor'i (umt bi, k liLrnr 

'!rr'iralisedcarc is a (leath seDlcn.e.'
The head of thD Doctds Withoul

Bordcrsmission in Souur Aliica. Eri')
Coemaere. sJi,l rhe 9 ry)n MDitTl)
cases reported iD Sonlh Alii.a n'erc

onh ihe tlp ol thc iftb.rg.
T].eal ent nc,1lc.l kr l. (lrten

halis.{t to Prun\'\ h.alth .rr lcid
Casc delerri(ri \!o|ld irxrl{ ,rn(i

: l|slilution: rre \]rur,rt"d 1!.i

ooss-nrfectn is ocfln-ring ilr (thcnr) '

Salmaan K€shavje-", of P,ulnell< ir1

llealth, said thal inLima, PerLr. n]orc
lhan 6(x)0MDRrl'n Patients hnd bc{.n

tr-"!lcd su{iccssf ll,r in thc ron\r)1u

nit!: Ilan,! lnerlsures cotrld lF Dttl I'r

flace. su.1t a!lruil(ijn{iu: rI 1r''r'
at home i.n the lalrent. Ir 1'r'1 f' i'
ronkl be d.rlo tirt $80

i'h(oib l-ethola, who rrr) i3 lin
lloclorc Wilhout ilordos ilr l.r ''(illrr)
\rlr!rc the nLLmbers ol 'llr rllY
,,,rions aud thc det:lulter I,L' iL'.
ilieh. said a 'one stop slrop hi"i1I'!t
,rc.tc'l rt rn-irDa)-v herlth rjt'!" iru(i
hosrilnl lc!;is. l'1ti('ul. \or.]l'rr '11

lhr s,unc.ht lar th{!r'l'll;trril rllV
r,ri nurses lrained k,dirtg|,r.r' ll1.

'ihe Soutil ]\liiian golx! f'r': 
'rl

slrlDs oppo:d io thrde.rnlr :'li'iir'r)
,)l \lDli l'Il{r;rr( llEllth(lrr1'1_tr !rr1

.ml Tharni l,lsel.l(u has.ili,L 
'|',t'.ihcspi,il be.ls are n) Iro Dratletrv Lii:rblt


