
De la Rey -
ls it just a song?

A ell lo ams ior lhe an@sto6.
an anecdole aboui th6 @nnicl
betw6en B@B a.d blac]6, l6aB
lrom an ALikaner inlelleclual and
afiikaner emigralion all toaluEd
du ng lh€ Mail & Guardia.b cnt- '
i@l fhkking Forun lhisw@k in

Prcmin€nt pahelists, many of
lhem anis6 themselves, debated
v/hoher Bok van Bl.d('s massiv€
hit, Da /a Ret wa8 more lhan jusl
a song. Former SAFM presente.
John Podman had hls hands tull
duinq th6 dobalo cahing ism-
pe6 and keepi.g lh6 discussion
f@us6d, as €molions em6tm6s

The pan€l in.luded M€l A
Guardlbn @lumnisl .lohn Ma!
shikiza, Nonh W6sl Univ6rsi9
virchan@llor Th€u.s Elof,
Afdkaans bcker XaBn Zoid,
plawdohl Mik6 van Gra€n and
coolrovorsial Airikaairs philosG

Roodt painled a bl€ak picluE of
ih6 Nrika.er in Soulh Afri@ lG
day and doscrib€d D. /a Roy as

'I ren&ls iho p.ssimlsm ot a na-
Uon ihat b dying,' h. said, adding
thar rhe Afrikanor was being ah-
boshod Lom hislory. 'The Afli-
kaner has n6ver been so domi-

Bot Matshikia nrainiain€d
oth6Mi$. Unlike Roodt h6 ihinks
th6 Airikan6E are srill in a p.jvi
leged p6ilion. H6 b6li6v.s lhal
Do /a Fey ls lar moE lhan a song
and ell6d ir 'rhbai6nlns'.
'De ra Roy was a hit due lo ih6

gEater buying pder of [h6 An
nkansr' hs $ld- 'Bor I h6s bd
@m6 a ell lq a l€ader to lead
lh6m lrom ih€ir [p6rc6iv6d] d.s6rl
ot bolallon inlo mono<hMalic
glory Rainbow narion $ gaa.

Th6 audionco €spond€d v@it
omlsly ro Maishikia's anocdoie
refocling . tlond's vlow of lhe
wond, H6 6aid his Li.nd, wh.n
lrell oil6d', lold him 'lh€ Boe6
w6r. bbuqhr !p io haro 'kaffB'
and 'kafiB' lo hato 80€6'. He
sald his friond b6li6v6d b6@us6
cl thls sooth Afn@ was 'sruf6d'.
'ln De /a 8e/ lt is 6esy to substi-

Berared wirh such a l€rg. part
of lh€ Alril€ans .udi€n@.
H. sid whon h6 had spok6n lo

AfikaoB dudng lh6 ma*ing of
a d@m6ntary it had b6@mo
cl6ar rhat rh6y fslt mrgi.ilirod.
'De la R./ has b.com. a ptea ,or
help nom h6 an@stoB, trN a
l6g6nd, K@ da ra Ro/. Bul N/6
should mt nrako io nuch of n, n
is not polili@l prcpaganda".
Som audi€n@ m6mb.6, such

as Alrikaans singEr Coonl6 do
Mll6B, mro unhappy wilh
Roodfs negadvism. Anolher, rc-
tornng to Roodts sialem6nl ihat
m6t Afrik n6B are @nl€mda!
irg Emigr.tion, b6caue lh6y see
no lutrr€ ior th.m i. S@th Af.i@,
.aid h6 only wanled lo l6v6 lh6
counrry b6eus6 of Roodr.
D. Mlli.rs said O€ /a Fay @uld

hav6 m.nil€st.d its.lt a5 a @-
.pi6, a ,ilm. o, .v6n a boo*. 'll
@dd havs ben anylhlng.'

Anolh.r Atrikaans singer, Elu b(
zi6tsman, maintain6d that rit
eng was w r.n as a hit. nol ar
6nlhom- Vn Bloi( a.d hi. @{u
lhor wote il hopi.g it rcdd mkr

"B€liew m. ih@ two boys ar
not lh6 bi996sr h!.lleclu€is.
shated a hou6e wilh on6 of&6m
Th.y ch66 D6 la R6y as a 169,

ond b€€uso it lhymod. That ir

m
To lision lo lh€ tull debato, vis't

ww,mg,co.zalpodesl

luie ihe word 'kakios'in lhe song
by 'da*ies, in . bar in Polddd6r
efier a l€w dnnks,' ho sid.

Singer Zoid eid she was
ashamed ot lhe song. She lold
now $@a!ened her 'muhi-Ecial"
band had i6h at rh6 kl€in l<aDo
Nalional Kunslef€es when jll@
vound kidsslood wilhlhenhands

old," sh€ sald. "Bul they ar6 coF
ying heir paEnts wiih old flags
and iaki.g uplhenbggage. I am

Lal6r shs said thatalthough she
kn6w Van Bl€rk. sh6 h.d n.v6r
spokon 1o hlm and did nor plan
to do so. "De 16 Rey i6 €Bry ll
is Nazi shil,'she said. "l wanl io
lne wh6re Bok is lonlghl'.
Whil. sho beli.v€d lhal Van

BI€lk wrct6 lh. song for money,
she de b6[6v.d ho should h.E
be€n noE r€sponsibl€ and an-
tjcipaiod Ih6 @ns6quen@s.
Elofi said lhal in ils simplesl fom

ih. 3on9 wa3 a @unlryft.k€lyl6
hislori@l ballad wilh lEslc 6ds,
mu6h like lh€ lrish s.d sonos.
"Bul liko lh66 lnsh 6ad wss, n
has .vok.d som. f.€ling among
it6 audi6n@,'h6 said,'lt h4 b+

Be addod lhal sllhough h6 had
oied lh.,li.si iim6 ho h6ard lhe
song, be@u$ 'il touch€d him',
he did nol feol lllal h6 wanted io
go an kill any Englashman,
'This is nol a bvolollomry eno,"
h6 saij, lh@gh he @uld und6r
stand som p€ople s f6.rs Url it
might b€ an snli-blac( &ng.
"Ih.6 a.. roaB th6t ihis @uld

inspn6 ylur Bo6r6maq lyp€s to
lako up lho ws.po.s, but it iB a
Finusculo pan otAf,ikamB lhal
is $ radi.al. For moslAlrikano6
Do /a R6y ls simply a be5ulitul,
ncralglc sono, not . EvolutioF

H6 b€liev€d lhe son! rculd
have ils day and th.n pass-
'Unlik6 oth€r lolk sqs n wil not
b6 ei(6n ioio a FAK songbook.
ln lh6 end it will eus6 mo@ g@d

Like Elof playMjght Van GEan
believod lho song was sriflon lo
bs a hil and lhat Van Blerk had
hit a finanoal jackpol be@uso it
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