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A
military
lesson
from the
Germans

By Don NEWLANDS

Why, just this evening a so-
called military expert on CNN
reinforced the popularly-held
belief that the Serbs were a for-
midable opponent, saying ‘re-
member how they fought the
Germans during World War II.”

We hear the Americans rou-
tinely dismissing the thought of
ground forces. Besides, they
say, it would take two months to
organize a 200,000-troop
ground assault.

Consider  this:  Fifty-eight
years ago, Germany's “Reich”
Division learned that after an
eight-day march from France to
Temesvar, Romania, they would
begin hostilities against both
Greece and Yugoslavia.

On the morning of April 9,
they were ordered to send ar-
moured cars and motorcycle
battle groups to find the best
way across the Danube so they
could strike Belgrade.

The Germans knew that the
best way to destroy the will of
the Yugoslavs was to capture
their capital city. The command-
er, Sturmbannfuhrer Heinz
Hauser, stressed that every ef-
fort was to be made to take the
city by a coup de main.

It was not an easy task. To
reach Belgrade the bridges
across the Danube had first to
be captured, and an all-weather
road to the capital had to be
reached. But before that, the
Reich Division had to traverse a
roadless rain-sodden swamp.

At 09.05 hours on the 11th, the
divisional attack began. Most of
their heavy vehicles were held
fast by the clinging mud. The
motorcycle battalion forged
ahead along its thrust-line,
avoiding much of the swampy
ground by hurtling along a rail-

. _way embankment and dike wall.
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An equally determined
“Deutschland” Regiment had
brought all its battalions to Ali-
bunar and the SS Corps forma-
tions ensured that the road was
now free and open. The day’s
operations had shattered the
Yugoslav forces and they were
determined not to give the ene-
my a chance to regroup.

The Reich Division was or-
dered to attack the retreating
forces, but could not. The Gren-
adier regiments were exhausted
by the strain of battle and the
trek through th#& mud, often
waist deep. The Corps was told
to cancel its pursuit and those
units that had reached the banks
of the Danube were ordered to
halt and rest.

This order, however, did not
reach Hauptsturmfuhrer Klin-
genberg, commanding No. 2
Company of the motorcycle bat-
talion. He ferried 10 of his men
across the Danube in a captured
motor boat. By 16.30 hours he
and his group began their drive
towards and into the capital.

When the handsome young
Klingenberg and his 10 soldiers
arrived in Belgrade he set up
two machine-gun posts.

At that moment an employee
of the German embassy ap-
proached him and pleaded that
the SS protect the building and
the ambassadorial staff.

With information from the
embassy staff, Klingenberg be-
came aware of the unique op-
portunity he had to gain a deci-
sive victory. He ordered the
German military attaché to sum-
mon the mayor of Belgrade.

Klingenberg was introduced
as the commander of a very
large military formation. The
Hauptsturmfuhrer issued an ul-
timatum: Unless the city capitu-
lated he would order the Luft-
wafe to launch a bombing raid.

The bluff worked and by 18.45
the mayor had formally surren-
dered Belgrade to Klingenberg.

In the early hours of Sunday,
April 13, Sturmbannfuhrer
Heinz Hauser's HQ was in-
formed that a motorcycle patrol
from the Reich Division had
captured Belgrade.

Hauptsturmfuhrer Klingen-
berg was awarded the Knight's
Cross for his dramatic action
and the surrender of Belgrade
with only 10 men!

Don Newlands is a retired
journalist, now living in Colborne.
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