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wh) jusr thrs evenrns ! so-
called mLlir.ry erpen on Cnw
reinlorced the popularty hetd
belief that the Serbs were a ior-
midable opponenr, sayrng',re
member how ihey fougnr rhe
Ge.mJns durinB world War tt. '

We hear the Amencans rou-
rinely drsmrssrng rhe rhought oi
Around rorces Besides. rhev
say, itwould take two months ti)
otganize a 200,000-r.oop

Consider this: Fifry,eighr
yeus ago, Gemany's "Reich',
Division leamed thar after an
eighrday maJch from France to
Temesvar. Romanra. rhev would
beg]n hosrilires .re$it Uottr
G' eece and Yugoslavia.

On the moming of April 9,
ihey were ordered to send ar-
moured crrs and motorcvcle
ba.rre groups ro find rhe 6est
wJy across the Danube so rhev
coJldsrrike Belsrade.

The Germans knew rhar rhe
best way to destroy the will of
rhe Yusoslavs was to caDture
thercapita aty rne comnicna-
er, Sturmbanntuhrer Heinz
Hauser, sLressed that everv ef-
ton was ro be made ro tal<i the
c\ry by acaup de main.

It was not an easv rask. To
reach Bel$ade rh; bridges
across the Danube had firsr to
be captured, and an all-weather
road to the capital had to be
reached. But belore that. rhe
Reich DMsion had to t.averse a
roadiess rain-sodden swamp.

Ai 09.05 hours orthe llrh, rhe
divisio.al attack began Most or
thelr heavl vehr.l€s were hetd
fast by the clinginB mud. The
motorcycle banalion lorged
ahead along its thrust-line,
avoiding much of the swampy
ground by hurtling along a rait
way embanknrenr and djke wall.

An equauy deteE rneo
"Deutscbland" Regiment had
b.oughl all its battalions to Ali-
bunar and the SS Corps forma-
tions ensured that the road was
now foee and open, The day's
opeiatiors had shatter€d the
Yugoslav forces ald they were
determined not to give the ene-
myachanceto regroup.

The Reich DMsion was or-
dered to attack the retleating
forces, but corild not. The Gren-
adier regiments were exhausted
by the strain of battle and the
trek through rhel mud, often
waist deep. The Corps was told
to cancel its purs'rir and those
units that had reached the banks
of the Danube were ordered to

This order, however, did not
reach Haup6rumduhrer l{in-
genberg, commanding No. 2
Company of the motorcycle bar-
talion. He feried 10 of his men
across the Danube in a captured
motor boar. By 1630 hou6 he
and his group began their clnve
towards and into the capiial.

When the handsome young
Klingenberg and his l0 soldiers
anived in Belgrade he set up
two machine-gun posts.

At thar moment an employee
of the German embassy ap-
proached him and pleaded that
the SS prorect the building and
the ambassadorial staft.

With infomation from the
embassy siaff, Kinge.berg be-
came aware ol the unique op-
poftunity he had Io gain a deci'
sive victory. He o.dered the
German military attach€ to sum'
mon the mayor ol Belgrade.

Kingenberg was introduced
as the comnander of a very
large military fo.mation. The
Hauptsturntuhrer issued an ui'
timahim: Unless the ciry capilu'
Iated he would order rhe I uft-
wa.fe to lau ch a bombing Ia]d.

The bluff wo.ked and by 18.4s
the mayor had fomlally surren-
dered Bel8rade to Klingenberg.

In the early hours of Sunday,
Aprit 13, Shrrmbanntuhrer
HeiM Hauser's HQ was in-
formed thar a motorcycle patrol
from the Reich Division had

HauptsturmJuhrer Klingen-
berg was awarded the Knighls
Cross for his dramatic action
and the sunender ol Bel$ade
with ody I0menl

Doa rYewionds is o rehred
jormdlisr, now living in Colborne
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