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Holy cow! Hunt begins for pure-bred
American bison

By David Usborne in New York

Published: l1 JanuarY 2007

tl hes been one of America's happiest conservalion stories Afrer leetering on the edge of exlinction more than 1 00 years

aoo. bison are back, roamins t|e grasstanos or;;ti;; ii'iJ "ni 
p'i'"t"- t"*h"s oithe western L's in significant herds

B; iheres a h ch How manv really are bison?

Not that manv. it seems. Animal genelicists have determined that' because ola long.history of ranchers cross-breeding

.,nre wdh bison in search or a uetre, reer 
"n,mi't,-riili 

iriii i'pJi*"i"t tt'" .us[lv 30o,ooo bison now in the united

es can Oi *nsderea uncontaminaled bv the genes of catlle

It is a discovery thal has organisations like the American Prairie Foundation rushingto test as many bison as possible to
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io i"paraieitremrrom tt'e t'vurid animals' ln a sense the campaisn to

.rJ" ii," ni,iii*" ut*" - lhe realonas - hss besun all over asain'

Established herds of pure bison fortunately akeady exist, most notably on nalionalparks' including Yellowslone in

ililil;;wil 6;";-Naiionar p.*. ir'e ra-'il' pri'iJ ne'a own6a lv rea rurier' lhe oneiime broadcaslins rvcoon

;i,U#ei;i;il:t, ;;il" eipansive rancnes in-t"tei"v Mexico are also berieved to be ftee or hvbids

"The US federal herds are the crown iewels of the bison herd"' Or James Derr' an animal genelicist at Texas A&M

#;;;;;; l;;;,;t u eron o ,sor.re p'ie oiion, tou rne t'lew vo* times "rhev are healthv' lhere is no
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prr". Thats an amazinglv good lhing'"

Bisonwilh strands of catde DNA are not easy ro spot. They look like ordinary bisonwilh the lell_tale shoulder humps'
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t "- i"o t"r."ig utood samples can researchers like Dr Den

determine which are hybrids and which are not'

Hvbrid bison appealed to ranchers nol lust bec€use ol their good meat yields bul also because lhey were lougher in winler

J;;;il;;;ffi;;;;,"ines ana moie ,es,sti-niio aiseisEina paraiires. eu sciennstsworry that in rhe ronser term

ite oNl mnfusion couto creale problemsfor lhe brson species'

''whenvoumixuplwodiiterenlgenomes.youqetalotofdifierenltralts'andd'snolcompletelypredlclableiiDrDerrsaid'
"iiiii;iiiui'i?":ir,;;l';;ilio pi'.aia 

""a'n",a'il-*"-nig" 
i';'ii tn"i' i"*e respoise c;n be arr over the prace'"

O 2006 Independent News and Media Limited



This is a waming to ALL who send or receive mail from Germany.
The Gennan Govt has passed ot IS passing certain laws and legislation you need to
know about:

1) AII articles/ storics/lettcrs etc publicised in German and put in
the Public Domain must be stored ir an Electronic Database in
Germany and be made available to any Person (incl Public) on
request. The fine for NOT registering such articles starts at
n 10.000.

2) All German ISPs (Internet Service Providors) must store all e-

mail traffic coming into or leaving Germany, plus all information
pertaining to all their clients regarding the websites they visit etc,
in their Databases for a minimum of 6 months. This Information
is to tre made available to German Govt Officials on demand.

3) German Police and Govt Sccurity may, covcrtly inscrt
observation Software (kcyloggers etc) into any Computer they
wish (via Intemet etc) without informing the oumer. The
information gathered may thcn be used against that person as the
Govt sees fit. This one has been in use in the past only for certain
individuals under surveillance and the Police needed a Court
Ordcr. It is nor.v in the proccss of being put into use against
anycre end without the requirement of a Court Order.

You may not live in Getmanv so this mav not bc of intcrcst to you

but
if you are corresponding with anyone living in Germany, you
maybe unwittingly putting their freedom in danger, My advice
is.........
a) Be aware that what you are sending off may cause the receiver
all sorts of trouble.
b) Agree to use ENCRYPTION Software


