
.Eric Thomson
P.O, Box 895
Yakirla, wA 989a?-a896

To Whoo it nay concern

Greetingsl

No doubt you are alrare of the abuses of U.S. prisoners detained at Abu chraib in lraq
and at Guantanano in U.S. occupledl Cuba. UnfortunateLy, it has come to my atteltion
that U.S. author.itiea on the fedei.al anal state 1eve1s in the USA are apparently con-
doning abuse of prisoners in their cu6tody, contraly to the rufe of ta,r. My first ink-
Ling of official policy dcEigned to create conflicts, rivalrl"es and unrest withln thc
U.S. prison 6ystem cane vith my intervj-es of Wardcn EilL Armontrout of Mis6ouri Statc
Penitentialy in 1988. Xhcn I asked hio to idcntify any problens he sa!, in the U.S.
prison system, he said, 'rRace and AIDS, and AIDS is catching up fast.[ Eacia]. problemE

were due, a6 he adnittcd, to U.S. goverruent insistelcc that B1ack6 and Whitcs ,erc to
be forcj.bly inte8ratcd, regardleEs of confllcts. Contrary to U.S. prison policy, it has

becn lly expericnce that pcople rrho fi8ht ar. Eeparatcd! not pushed toScther! The addl-
tiorl of other Large racial group6, such as [I{ispanicsrr and Asians has added to the un-
rc6t in the U.g. priEon 6ystet[.
dhen forced j.nte8ration of ceLLmatcs results in murdcr anal fclonious assauLt, the prison
authoritiea ar.c guilty of conplicity ltr such crines agalnst iEmates in their cu6tody,
and \rhen the victin of such forcible integration Ls of a diffcicnt iace than the pcrpe-
trator (s), then the authoritles are acconplices in the conrdission of a hate critrte, as

well as normal lclony. UnlaufuL plison practicas such as thes. allegcd tcnd to brinS thc
U.S. justicc systcm into dist epute on all levels of goverrnent. Is thi6 the lcssoE lr.
want to teach rgraduatesr froe our prison sy6tcn? I sircerely hope not!
As U.S. citizens and tax-paycr6, !{e should do our b.st to inveEtigate the6e all-egations
of abuse in our prisons, for it is in our intcrests to cxpose then, if truer and to cor-
rect them. The USA is getting sufficient brd publicity from the internatiola1 nevs mcdia

on its abuses of foieign prisonels, so we do not ne.d Eore of saDe in regard to ourrin-
cofiect I correctio[s lacilitieE for U.S. prisoners.
P1ea6e 1et $e know vhat you find out in regard to the encfosures, by writing to oc at
the above addrcss.
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